
 

  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

National Office in the Czech Republic 

 

Atque   Call for Proposals to conduct a study on statelessness in the Czech 
Republic through representative individual cases 

Background and context 

   
  UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is a global organisation dedicated to saving lives, 

protecting rights and building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced communities 
and stateless people. Through a series of resolutions beginning in 1995, the UN General 
Assembly gave UNHCR the formal mandate to identify stateless people, prevent and reduce 
statelessness around the world, as well as to protect the rights of stateless people.  

In its efforts to protect persons under its mandate and to promote solutions to their problems, 
UNHCR works in partnership with governments, regional organizations, international and 
non-governmental organizations. 

In line with its global mandate on statelessness, UNHCR has developed a Global Action 
Plan to End Statelessness (2014 – 2024) and launched a global Campaign to end 
statelessness, the #IBelong Campaign. 

The Czech Republic is a party to both UN Conventions on Statelessness: the 1954 
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (since 2004) and the 1961 
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (hereinafter “the 1961 Convention”). The 
1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (hereinafter “the 1954 
Convention”) was ratified by the Czech authorities with declaration and reservation to 
Articles 23, 24, 27 and 28. 

According to the latest official population census conducted in 2011, there are 1,502 
stateless persons in the Czech Republic. Other available data and information on the 
magnitude of stateless population, including challenges they face, remain limited. 
Consequently, a comprehensive image of the situation of stateless persons and a suitable 
policy response thereto is missing.    

For this reason, UNHCR seeks to conduct a study on stateless population in the Czech 
Republic with a view to provide a solid basis for future legal and policy response tailored 
according to the local context and needs.    

Objectives of Assignment 

   
Goal of the 
assignment 

 

 UNHCR National Office in the Czech Republic is looking for a service provider to conduct a 
study on the phenomenon of statelessness in the Czech Republic. The aim of the study in 
the context of a rather small and scattered stateless population is twofold.  

 Analyze the context, particularly the current legal and policy framework on 
statelessness with a special focus on its strengths and gaps;  
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 Analyse to what extent stateless persons enjoy the rights guaranteed under the 
1954 Statelessness Convention, including the procedure for determining 
statelessness status, and access to documents and citizenship as the most relevant 
solutions to their situation; 

 Analyse statistics and depict in a detailed way several representative stories and 
situations of stateless persons in the country; 

 Offer recommendations and a basic policy guidance to close the existing gaps 
and eradicate statelessness in the Czech Republic. 

 

Duration       
of contract 

 June 14 – December 31, 2018 

Assignment  Within the assignment, the Contractor should, through meetings with key stakeholders, field 
visits and desk review,  undertake following steps and activities: 

 Develop a sound methodology  to carry out the study, that should include a 
sociological screening in order to select representative  cases  of stateless persons 
in the Czech Republic; 

 Analyze the  current legal and administrative  framework  on nationality ( i.e. rules 
for the acquisition and withdrawal of nationality,  processes and procedures for  the 
acquisition of birth registration and nationality documentation) in light with  the 1961 
Convention and other applicable regional and international instruments;  

 Analyze the legal and administrative framework in relation to the identification,  and 
protection of stateless persons in light with the 1954 Convention, and other relevant 
instruments;  

 Identify and analyze gaps in the context of prevention, reduction  of statelessness, 
as well as protection of stateless persons;  

 Collect  and analyze available statistical data, and define the  profile of the stateless 
population and the population at risk of statelessness; 

 Select 5-10 cases of stateless persons in the Czech Republic in a way that each 
represents a typical but different situation/story and conduct both desk-based and 
field sociological research of the selected cases from the available documents and 
testimonies;  

 Describe in detail the selected stories to be embedded throughout the report;  

 Pay special attention to the role of legal and policy framework, including the relevant 
stakeholders, and its influence or impact on the situation of the stateless person;  
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 Pay special attention to the individual aspects that may otherwise have an impact 
on the situation of the respective stateless person such as family links, 
vulnerabilities and immigration history; 

 Draw conclusions based on the conducted research hand formulate 
recommendations to key stakeholders (including government) on the eradication of 
statelessness in the Czech Republic. 

Expected Result  The main result of the study should be a publicly available report in Czech and English which 
will serve as a reliable tool to better identify, understand and assist the stateless population 
in the Czech Republic. The report should contain an executive summary; analysis of the 
legal and policy context; researched population and selected case studies; conclusions and 
recommendations for the authorities and other data as appropriate. The study report should 
not exceed 50 single spaced pages, excluding annexes. 

Qualifications  

 

 

 

 Experience in conducting desk-based and field research in immigration-related 
issues is essential. 

 Expertise (Ph.D. level) of at least one team member in legal regulations concerning 
migration and refugee issues in the Czech Republic, preferably also with a focus on 
statelessness. Previous publications in the area are an asset.  

 Expertise (Ph.D. level) of at least one team member in sociology, ethnography or 
similar areas with a demonstrated research experience. Previous experience in 
immigration-related issues is an asset.    

 Strong communication and reporting skills in Czech and English.  

Supervision  The project will be implemented under the direct supervision and in a close cooperation with 
the UNHCR National Office in the Czech Republic.  

Submission of proposals: 

 
Proposal should  

include 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interested entities/individuals are encouraged to apply by sending: 

 A cover letter in English 

 CV/references of the implementer/s 

 A project proposal in English 
 

Proposals to be submitted should follow the below outline: 

 Heading one: Relevant experience in the field and list of references 

 Heading two: Proposed methodology of the project  

 Heading three: Proposed time frame 

 Heading four: Proposed fees (lump sum) and a basic budget structure. The 
proposed budget should not exceed 100 000 CZK.  
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Deadline  The proposal, with the subject line: “Call for Proposals – Study on Statelessness” should be 
submitted by May 28, 2018. 

Address for 
submission 

 UNHCR Office in the Czech Republic 
Železná 24 
110 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic 
czepr@unhcr.org 
 

For more 
information 

please 
contact 

 Ms. Kristýna Andrlová 
Protection Associate 
ANDRLOVA@unhcr.org 

Email submission is also accepted, the submission by email should bear the subject 
line: “Call for Proposals – Study on Statelessness” 

mailto:czepr@unhcr.org

