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ACTI ON TAKEN ON DECI SIONS OF THE
FORTY- El GHTH SESSI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

. I NTRODUCTI ON

1. Thi s docunent provides, in sumary form information on the foll ow up by
UNHCR on al | deci sions/conclusions of the forty-eighth session of the
Executive Conmittee that called for specific action to be taken by the High
Conmi ssioner. The sections and paragraphs referred to bel ow correspond to
those contained in the report of the forty-eighth session of the Executive
Conmittee (A/AC 96/895). Decisions or conclusions requiring action by
Covernnments or other entities, rather than the H gh Conmi ssioner, are not
reported on. To the maxi mum extent, Executive Conmmittee and Standing

Conmi ttee docunents have been cross-referenced in order to limt the length

of the report.

1. ACTION TAKEN

para. 18 Ceneral Conclusion on International Protection

(j) Recogni zes that countries of asylumcarry a heavy burden
including, in particular, devel oping countries, countries in transition, and
countries with I[imted resources, which, due to their |ocation, host |arge
nunbers of refugees and asyl um seekers; reiterates in this regard its
conmitment to uphold the principles of international solidarity and burden-
sharing, and calls on Governments, UNHCR and the international comunity to
continue to respond to the assistance needs of refugees until durable
sol utions are found;

UNHCR action. See: Overview of UNHCR Activities - 1997-1999 (A AC. 96/900),

presented to the forty-ninth session of the Executive Comittee of the
H gh Conmi ssioner’s Progranme (COctober 1998).
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(k) Encourages States and UNHCR to continue to pronote, where
rel evant, regional initiatives for refugee protection and durabl e sol utions,
and to ensure that regional standards which are devel oped conformfully wth
uni versal ly recogni zed standards and respond to particul ar regional
ci rcunst ances and protection needs;

UNHCR action: See: Update on Regional Developnents in Central Asia, South
West Asia, North Africa and the Mddl e East (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.3) presented to the
tenth neeting of the Standing Conmittee (February 1998); Update on Regi ona
Devel opnents in Europe (EC/ 48/ SC CRP.9 and Corr.1) and Update on Regi ona
Devel opnents in the forner Yugoslavia (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 10), presented to the

el eventh neeting of the Standing Committee (April 1998); Update on

Devel opnents in the Southern African Regi on (EC/ 48/ SC CRP. 23), Update on

Regi onal Devel opnents in the Central, East and West Africa (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 24)
and Update on Devel opnents in the Great Lakes Region of Africa

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 25), presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1998); Update on Regi onal Devel opnents in the Americas

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 36) and Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Asia and the Pacific
(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 37), presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (Septenber/Cctober 1998); and Report of the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees (E/1998/7), presented to the 1998 Substantive

Sessi on of ECOSQCC.

(0) Wel cones the growi ng nunber of accessions to the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the
Reduction of Statel essness, and encourages UNHCR to continue its efforts, in
cooperation with interested organi zations, to pronote further accessions to
both instrunents, as well as to provide technical and advisory services and
training globally, to dissem nate information on statel essness and
nationality issues, and to further its cooperation with States and ot her
organi zations interested in this area;

UNHCR action: See: Note on International Protection (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 27),
presented to the twel fth neeting of the Standing Comittee (June 1998), and
Report of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (E 1998/7),
presented to the 1998 Substantive Session of ECOSCC.

(p) Takes note of the discussions which have taken place on neasures
to ensure international protection to all who need it, and encourages UNHCR
to continue to organize informal consultations, with a view to making further
progress in this area, including through exploring the devel opment of guiding
principl es;

UNHCR action: See: Progress Report on Informal Consultations on the
Provision of International Protection to all who Need it (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 32),
presented to the twelfth nmeeting of the Standing Committee (June 1998).

(q) Not es that voluntary repatriation, local integration and
resettlenent are the traditional durable solutions for refugees; affirnms that
voluntary repatriation of refugees is the nost preferred sol ution, when
feasible; and calls upon countries of origin, countries of asylum UNHCR and
the international community to take all necessary neasures to enabl e refugees
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to exercise freely their right to return to their homes in safety and
dignity;

UNHCR action: See: Update on Regi onal Developnents in Central Asia, South
West Asia, North Africa and the Mddl e East (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.3) presented to the
tenth neeting of the Standing Conmittee (February 1998); Update on Regi ona
Devel opnents in Europe (EC/ 48/ SC CRP.9 and Corr.1) and Update on Regi ona
Devel opnents in the forner Yugoslavia (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 10), presented to the

el eventh neeting of the Standing Committee (April 1998); Note on
International Protection (EC 48/ SC/ CRP.27), Conposite Flows and the

Rel ati onship to Refugee Qutflows, |ncluding Return of Persons not in Need of
International Protection, as well as Facilitation of Return in its d oba

Di nensi on (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 29), Update on Devel opnents in the Southern African
Regi on (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 23), Update on Regi onal Devel opnents in the Central
East and West Africa (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 24) and Updat e on Devel opnents in the
Great Lakes Region of Africa (EC 48/ SC/ CRP.25), presented to the twelfth
neeting of the Standing Conmittee (June 1998); Update on Regi ona

Devel opnents in the Anericas (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 36) and Updat e on Regi ona

Devel opnents in Asia and the Pacific (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 37), presented to the
thirteenth neeting of the Standing Committee (Septenber/Cctober 1998); and
Report of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (E 1998/7),
presented to the 1998 Substantive Session of ECOSCC.

(r) Reaf firns the continuing i nportance of resettlenent as an
i nstrunment of protection and burden-sharing and as a durable solution in
speci fic circunstances; encourages all CGovernnents capable of doing so to
nmake efforts to resettle refugees; encourages Governnents who have not
al ready done so to join in offering resettlenment opportunities to refugees,
and requests UNHCR to report on resettlenent activities to the forty-ninth
session of the Executive Conmittee;

UNHCR action: See: Note on Resettlenment of Refugees with Special Needs
(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 28), presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1998).

(s) Reaffirns the right of all persons to return to their countries,
and the responsibility of States to facilitate the return and reintegration
of their nationals; recomends to States that strategies for facilitating the
return, in safety and dignity, of persons not in need of internationa
protection be examined within a franework of international cooperation; and
encourages UNHCR to continue, in cooperation with other appropriate
i nternational organizations, to | ook into ways in which the return process of
i ndi vidual s, deternined through fair and effective procedures not to be in
need of international protection, can be facilitated, and to informthe
Standi ng Commi tt ee;

UNHCR action: See: Conposite Flows and the Rel ationship to Refugee
Qutflows, Including Return of Persons not in Need of Internationa
Protection, as well as Facilitation of Return in its d obal D nension

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 29) and Progress Report on Informal Consultations on the
Provision of International Protection to all who Need it (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 32),
presented to the twelfth nmeeting of the Standing Committee (June 1998).
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(t) Reaffirnms its Conclusions Nos. 39 (XXXVI), 54 (XXXl X), 60 (XL),
64 (XLI) and 73 (XLIV), and urges States, UNHCR, and other humanitarian
organi zations, as appropriate, to take all necessary steps to inplenent these
Concl usi ons, including through recognizing as refugees wonen whose clains to
refugee status are based upon a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons
enunerated in the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol, including
persecution through sexual violence or other gender-rel ated persecution; by
the integration of activities on behalf of refugee wonen in every aspect of
programe pl anning and i npl enentation; and by taking action to elimnate
i nci dents of viol ence agai nst wonen and girls;

UNHCR action: See: Progress Report on Refugee Wonen (SC/ 1998/ 1 NF. 1),
presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Comittee (June 1998), and
Report of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (E 1998/7),
presented to the 1998 Substantive Session of ECOSCC.

(u) Notes with satisfaction UNHCR s di ssemi nation and training
activities with regard to pronoting refugee | aw and protection principles,
and cal s upon the H gh Conmi ssioner to continue to strengthen the Ofice’s
refugee | aw pronotion work, with the active support of States and through
i ncreased cooperation with non-governnental organizations, academc
institutions and ot her rel evant organi zati ons.

UNHCR action: See: Update on Regional Devel opnents in Central Asia,

South West Asia, North Africa and the M ddl e East (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 3), presented
to the tenth neeting of the Standing Comittee (February 1998); Staff
Training in UNHCR An Update on Recent Devel opnments (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 19), Update
on Regi onal Devel opnents in Europe (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.9 and Corr.1) and Update on
Regi onal Devel opnments in the former Yugoslavia (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 10), presented
to the eleventh neeting of the Standing Committee (April 1998); Update on
Devel opnents in the Southern African Regi on (EC 48/ SC CRP. 23), Update on

Regi onal Devel opnents in the Central, East and West Africa (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 24)
and Update on Devel opnents in the Great Lakes Region of Africa

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 25), presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1998); Update on Regi onal Devel opnents in the Americas

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 36) and Updat e on Regi onal Devel opnents in Asia and the Pacific
(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 37), presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (Septenber/Cctober 1998); and Report of the United Nations

H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (E/1998/7), presented to the 1998 Substantive
Sessi on of ECOSCC.

para. 20 Conclusion on Safety of UNHCR Staff and
ot her Humani tari an Personne

(d)(i) encourages UNHCR to give its fullest attention to the
exam nati on and adoption of measures to inprove staff safety and security, in
cooperation, as necessary, with other relevant international organizations
and bodi es;

(d)(ii) calls upon the H gh Comm ssioner to continue to bring this
issue to the attention of the Advisory Conmittee on Coordination, with a view
to drawing up, in consultation with the O fice of the United Nations Security
Coordi nator, recomendati ons on nmeasures to be taken to inprove security for
the staff of UNHCR and its inplenenting partners, as well as other of
hurmani tari an per sonnel
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UNHCR action: See: Note on Safety of UNHCR Staff (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 31),
presented to the twel fth nmeeting of the Standing Committee (June 1998).

para. 21 Conclusion on Refugee Children and Adol escents

(c) Calls upon UNHCR to continue to integrate fully the rights of the
child into its policies and programes; inprove its operational nethods for
assessi ng the needs of child and adol escent refugees; train its staff and
i mpl enenting partners accordingly; formulate preventive strategies; and
strengthen col l aboration with States, UNI CEF, WFP, the Ofice of the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, |CRC, non-governnental organizations, and
ot her concerned actors;

(d) Calls upon UNHCR to include on the work progranme of the Standing
Conmmittee in 1998 a report on the inplenentation of its strategy for foll ow
up to the Machel Study, with special reference to the establishnment of
operational performance objectives in respect of refugee children and
adol escents and the identification of inprovenments in staffing, training and
budgeting to neet these objectives; and also to report on followup of its
eval uati on of UNHCR programm ng and protection efforts on behalf of refugee
children and adol escents.

UNHCR action: See: Refugee Children and Adol escents, Including Followup to
the 1997 Eval uation and Report on |nplenentation of the Machel Study

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 38), presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (Septenber/Cctober 1998), and Report of the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees (E/1998/7), presented to the 1998 Substantive

Sessi on of ECOSCC.

para. 22 Conclusion on Followup to the CI'S Conference

(1) Calls on the H gh Conmi ssioner to continue to cooperate with the
International O ganization for Mgration and the Organi zation on Security and
Cooperation in Europe in coordinating ongoing and future activities in the
countries of the CI'S, in nobilizing resources in support of these efforts and
in steering and nonitoring progress through appropriate follow up nmechani sms;

(m Asks al so that the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner enhance rel ationships with
other key international actors such as the Council of Europe, the European
Conmi ssi on, and other human rights, devel opnent and financial institutions,
in order better to address the wi de-ranging and conplex issues in the
Programe of Action;

(n) Requests the Hi gh Conmi ssioner to keep the Executive Committee
i nforned of neasures taken and of progress achieved in the inplenmentation of
t he Programme of Action.

UNHCR action: See: Update on Regional Devel opnents in Europe

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.9 and Corr.1), presented to the el eventh neeting of the
Standing Committee (April 1998), and Report of the United Nations

H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (E/1998/7), presented to the 1998 Substantive
Sessi on of ECOSCC.
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para. 23 General Decision on Programe, Adninistrative and Financial Mtters

(b) Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner, within the resources available, to
respond flexibly and efficiently to the needs currently indicated under
1998 General and Special Progranmes which are tentatively estinated at
$ 995.9 mllion, and to any other new needs that m ght arise, bearing in mnd
the Statute of the Ofice and the priority to be accorded to statutory
activities, and the relevant provisions of the Financial Rules for Voluntary
Funds;

UNHCR action: See: Overall Programme and Funding Projections for 1997 and
1998 (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.4), presented to the tenth neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (February 1998); Update on Programme and Fundi ng Projections for
1998 (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 11), presented to the el eventh neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (April 1998); Update on Programe and Fundi ng Projections for

1998 and Tentative Estinates for the 1999 General Programmes Tar get

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 26), presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
(June 1998); and Overview of UNHCR Activities - 1997-1999 (A/ AC. 96/900) and
Updat e on UNHCR Programme and Fundi ng Projections for 1998 and

1999 (A AC. 96/ 900/ Add. 2), presented to the forty-ninth session of the
Executive Comittee of the H gh Conmi ssioner’s Programme (CQctober 1998). See
al so related docunentation: Report of the Tenth Meeting of the Standing
Conmittee (A AC 96/896); Report of the Eleventh Meeting of the Standing
Conmittee (A AC 96/897); Report of the Twelfth Meeting of the Standing
Conmittee (A AC. 96/905); and Report of the Thirteenth Meeting of the Standing
Conmittee (A AC. 96/909).

(e) Not es the Report of the Board of Auditors to the General Assenbly
on the Accounts of the Voluntary Funds adnini stered by the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees for the year ended 31 Decenber 1996
(A AC. 96/ 885), the Report of the ACABQ on UNHCR Activities financed from
Vol untary Funds: Report for 1996-1997 and proposed budget for 1998
(A AC. 96/ 884/ Add. 3), the Report of the Hi gh Conm ssioner on the work of the
I nspection and Eval uati on Service (A AC. 96/886), and requests to be kept
regularly inforned on the neasures taken to address the reconmendati ons and
t he observations raised in these various oversi ght docunents, especially as
they relate to the inplenentation of 1998 General and Special Programmes;

UNHCR action: See: Audit Follow up: Procurenent and Asset Managemnent

(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.5), presented to the tenth neeting of the Standing Conmmittee
(February 1998); Oversight |ssues: Consultants (EC 48/ SC/ CRP.14), presented
to the eleventh neeting of the Standing Conmittee (April 1998); Audit Foll ow
up: Financial Managenent and Programme Managenent (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 30),
presented to the twelfth neeting of the Standing Comittee (June 1998); and

| mpl enenting Partners Conpliance with Audit Certification (EC 48/ SC/ CRP. 41),
presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing Conmittee

( Sept enber/ Cct ober 1998).

(h) Expresses support for the proposals of UNHCR to inprove the audit
certification of inplenenting partners, and asks to be kept infornmed
both on the progress in their inplenentation and conpliance therewth;

UNHCR action: See: Inplenmenting Partners Conpliance with Audit Certification
(EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP. 41), presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing
Conmittee (Septenber/Cctober 1998).
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(i) Requests UNHCR to present in the first part of 1998 further
proposal s to ensure a nore appropriate and transparent categorization of
expenditure and posts, and, to the extent possible, the harnonization of its
budget presentation with that of other relevant United Nations agencies, wth
a view to seeking the Executive Conmittee's approval at its next annual
session, and subject to such approval, their introduction in the 1999
budget ary docunentation for the year 2000;

UNHCR action: See: Proposal for UNHCR Budget Structure (EC 48/ SC CRP. 43),
presented to the thirteenth neeting of the Standing Conmittee
( Sept enber/ Cct ober 1998).

(k) Wel cones progress made on the Project Del phi inplenentation plan and
requests to be kept informed of further action in this regard.

UNHCR action: See: Update on Project Del phi (EC/ 48/ SC/ CRP.6), presented to
the tenth neeting of the Standing Committee (February 1998); Update on the
Change Managenent Process (EC 48/ SC/CRP.17), presented to the eleventh
neeting of the Standing Conmittee (April 1998); and Update on Change
Managenent Process (EC 48/ SC/ CRP.44), presented to the thirteenth neeting of
the Standing Conmittee (Septenber/ Cctober 1998).

para. 24 Decision on Progranme of Wrk of the Standing Conmittee in 1998

(c) Calls on the Standing Cormittee to report on its work to the
forty-ninth session of the Executive Conmittee.

UNHCR action: See: Report on the Wrk of the Standing Conmittee
(A AC. 96/ 910), subnrmitted to the forty-ninth session of the Executive
Conmittee (Cctober 1998).



