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The neeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT OF THE FI FTI ETH SESSI ON OF THE EXECUTI VE COWM TTEE
(docunent wi thout a synbol) (agenda item 11)

1. The CHAIRMAN invited the Rapporteur to introduce the draft report of the
fiftieth session.

2. M. CHELIA (Argentina), Rapporteur, introducing the draft report,
poi nted out that the symbol of the Security Council resolution referred to in
par agraph 20 (qg) should read A/ RES/ 1208(1998) instead of A/ RES/1209(1998).

3. The report of the fiftieth session of the Executive Comrittee was
adopt ed.

CLOSI NG STATEMENT BY THE UNI TED NATI ONS HI GH COWM SSI ONER FOR REFUGEES

4, Ms. OGATA (United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees), thanking al
those who had participated in the fiftieth session of the Executive Commttee,
noted that the session had been attended by 160 nenmber and observer

del egations, six more than the previous year. She was particularly pleased
that 40 African del egati ons had been present, several of themat the
mnisterial level. Her Ofice was committed to maintaining its focus on
Africa and rai sing awareness of the plight of a continent whose crises were
too often ignored or forgotten. She was also very pleased that the nunmber of
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons attending the session had risen from90 to 145.
The yearly increase in the nunber of participants was an indication of the
useful ness of the Executive Comrittee neeting as the main humanitarian forum
centred on refugees. However, it also inplied a need to review the manner in
whi ch Executive Comm ttee-rel ated neetings were organi zed t hroughout the year
Del egati ons which had made great efforts to be present and to deliver
thoughtful and inportant statements deserved a debate that was interesting,
lively and interactive. Her Ofice wiuld ook into the matter together with
the Bureau and, of course, in consultation wi th del egations.

5. Wth reference to certain points nmade in her opening statement, she said
that enphasi zing the need to preserve the neutrality of humanitarian action
and the specificity of refugee protection did not detract fromthe inportance
of political backing and, at tinmes, mlitary support. It was the
responsibility of Governments to address conflicts and seek solutions to
refugee crises. The role of the mlitary in highly conplex enmergencies and in
speci al areas, such as logistics and canp construction, would continue to be

i ndi spensabl e and highly appreciated by all humanitarian agencies. In making
that point absolutely clear, she again appealed to Governments to help
civilian humani tari an agenci es organi ze the space in which they operated,
refrain fromunderm ning them and ensure that, wherever the support of the
mlitary was needed, its precise role was jointly defined and publicly
expl ai ned in clear and unamnbi guous terns.

6. Three broad issues referred to by many speakers and crucial to the theme
of the current session issues were security, post-conflict recovery and
rehabilitation, and prevention.
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7. Wth regard to security, several del egations had nentioned the idea of
resorting to a “ladder” of options to address the “ladder” of insecure
situations in the context of conflict resolution efforts. Her Ofice was
continuing to work on that issue and had submtted sone proposals to the
Standing Committee earlier in the year. The support of del egati ons was now
needed in order to nake the proposed measures readily accessible and

i mpl enentabl e. Particular inportance should be attached to so-called “m ddle”
options such as equi pping the | ocal police, providing training or deploying
liaison officers. Wiile “hard” options were essentially the responsibility of
States and “soft” ones that of humanitarian agencies, “mediunf options had to
be i mpl emented through a coll aborative effort between States and agencies.

She hoped that a few pilot projects would be | aunched soon and was counting on
the advi ce and support of Governments in an area which called for specia
creativity in forging partnerships.

8. Many del egations, especially from devel oping countries or countries
hosting | arge refugee groups, had referred to the need to give greater support
to post-conflict recovery and to the rehabilitation of areas affected by
refugee flows. 1In her view the approach to that problem should be as
conprehensi ve as possible. Sone innovative attenpts were being made; in
Kosovo, for exanple, all mmjor aspects of a society's reconstruction had been
brought together in one integrated structure for the first tinme. There again
partnershi ps were essential and new ones were being forged in the process.

9. Some of the experiences in Kosovo could serve as a useful nodel for

ot her situations where the gap between humanitarian and reconstruction
activities was very wi de and where refugees or returnees were an inportant

el enment. The situations in Rwanda, Liberia and the Horn of Africa were cases
in point and East Tinmor mght soon beconme another. Some speakers had
expressed legitimte concerns about the international community's apparent

|l ack of interest in dealing with that problem Together with the Wrld Bank
UNDP and a nunber of concerned Governnments, UNHCR had pronoted di scussions on
how to i nmpl ement coordi nated and fundi ng nmechanisns to facilitate the
transition fromhumanitarian to devel opnent aid and to support comrunities
while the transition was taking place. Those discussions, known as the
“Brooki ngs Process”, had yielded sone interesting i deas which were to be

i npl enented in selected countries in support of existing transition
arrangenents. The Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe, if swiftly

i mpl enented, could serve as a valid nodel of regional cooperation in tackling
reconstruction in a conprehensive manner. Oher regions trying to emerge from
a spiral of conflict, poverty and human di spl acenment m ght usefully adopt a
sim | ar approach. She had noted positive signals in that respect in severa
of the statenments made by West African del egati ons.

10. Partnership was also a key elenent in prevention and, in particular, in
uphol di ng, and nonitoring respect for, human rights, especially where there
were specific problens linked to ethnic mnorities or social groups. It was

gratifying that both the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and
the Executive Director of UNICEF, with both of whom her O fice would continue
to cooperate very closely, had stressed that point in their statements. Mny
del egations had called for nore support and nore creative thinking in
designing and i nmpl ementing projects aimed at reconciling divided comunities.
In a world situation where the magjority of refugees and di spl aced persons were
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victinms of internal conflicts, a systematic and professional approach to
reconciliation, resulting in concrete projects, mght well be one of the key
directions to pursue in order to prevent refugee flows.

11. In conclusion, she said that the session that was endi ng showed not only
that the Executive Committee neeting renmained central to the refugee debate,
but al so that refugee issues thenselves occupied a very central place in
today's world

CLOSURE OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 12)

12. The CHAIRMAN, after inviting all interested delegations to take part in
the informal consultations he intended to hold with a view to making the
proceedi ngs of the Executive Commttee nore dynamic, declared the fiftieth
session of the Executive Conmittee closed.

The neeting rose at 10.45 a.m




