Children on the move through North Africa and the
Middle East: dreams, desperation and determination

Moderated by Ms. Grainne O’Hara,
Head of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Protection Service, UNHCR

Speakers:

Coordinator, North Africa Mixed Migration Hub, Mr. Amanuel Mehari
Secretary General, National Council for Family Affairs, Jordan, Mr. Fadel Al Humoud
Executive Director, Himaya, Lebanon, Ms. Lama Yazbeck
Executive Director, St. Andrew's Refugee Services, Egypt, Mr. Christopher Eades
Youth Delegate, Ms. Sarah Yahya
Youth Delegate, Mr. Abdul Karim Albrm
Senior Regional Protection Officer, UNHCR, Ms. Amanda Melville

Children on the move are a significant feature of human mobility in the Middle East and
North Africa. The Syria conflict has led to unprecedented numbers of refugee children on the
move, the vast majority of whom remain in the region with their parents and families. In
contrast, increasing numbers of unaccompanied children are on the move from sub-Saharan
African through North Africa, many of whom aim to reach Europe. This situational
roundtable will explore the different motivations, challenges and hopes of children on the
move from Iraq, the Syrian Arab Republic and sub-Saharan Africa in and through the Middle
East and North Africa. Key interventions to support children on the move will be discussed,
including how to reduce the socioeconomic vulnerability of families and children and provide
protection and access to education for children on the move in countries of asylum.
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Interpretation in Arabic, English and French will be available. The UN Refugee Agency



