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Numbers
Over 800 days of conflict has placed an unbearable strain on the population of Syria. Over
1.6 million Syrian refugees are now hosted across five countries. By the end of the year it is
estimated that half of the population of Syria will be in need of aid. This includes an
anticipated 3.45 million Syrian refugees and 6.8 million Syrians inside the country, many of
whom will be displaced from their homes. This update of the Regional Response Plan for Syrian
refugees totals US$2.9 billion. The governments of Lebanon and Jordan are also appealing
for funds, asking for US$449 million and US$380 million respectively. The humanitarian
appeal for inside Syria is asking for US$1.4 billion. Over US$1 billion has been received so
far in 2013, and a further US$4 billion is needed. This all adds up to US$5 billion needed
for 2013. This is the largest humanitarian appeal in history.
Quote
“Syria as a civilization is unraveling with as many as half of its citizens needing urgent help as
a result of this savage conflict,” said High Commissioner for Refugees, António
Guterres. “The funds we are appealing for are a matter of survival for suffering Syrians and
they are existential for the neighboring countries hosting refugees.”
Context
Refugees are facing huge issues of basic survival. The majority of Syrian refugees have little
or no private resources to draw on. They are increasingly vulnerable to exploitation, and
the communities they are living with are also facing massive social issues in coping with this
vulnerable and impoverished population.
The vast majority of refugees are dependent on aid, arriving with little more than the clothes
on their backs. Three quarters of refugees are not living in camps, but in villages, towns and
cities. Financial assistance is vital for this invisible population. In Jordan alone we estimate that
450,000 people will need financial assistance by the end of the year.
There has been a massive escalation of arrivals in 2013. Close to one million Syrian
refugees have registered since the beginning of 2013. In Lebanon at the end of 2012 there
were 175,000 Syrian refugees. In four months this number has nearly trebled. Syrian refugees
live in 1,200 locations in Lebanon, making protection and delivery of aid exceptionally
complex. If Syrian refugees continue to arrive at the same rate, by the end of the year their
presence will constitute a 25% increase in the population of Lebanon.
The governments in the region are feeling the strain, with public services stretched to their
limits. The generosity of host countries has come at a heavy price. The Syrian conflict is
posing a threat to the entire region with dramatic implications on regional security. There are
rising tensions between refugees and host communities. Cross border incidents are
increasingly common.
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Some of the most poverty stricken areas in the region are hosting refugees. In Jordan,
which has a 12% unemployment rate, refugees are settling in rural areas, competing for jobs
and driving up rents. Some host communities are dangerously close to reaching the end of
their tether. According to a recent survey run by a Jordanian newspaper, three in four
Jordanians said they want the Government to close borders.
There are critical risks to massive population of children in the region. More than half
the refugees fleeing Syria are children. In this region hunger and malnutrition is unusual, but a
recent study in Jordan found that 4% of Syrian refugee children under 5 in Jordan need
treatment for moderate to acute malnutrition. Meanwhile in Lebanon we estimate that by
the end of the year 1 million children in Lebanon will be vulnerable (this includes Lebanese,
Syrian and Palestinian children), of this number, 80% will be out of school.
Priorities of the Regional Response Plan for Syrian Refugees
Protecting Syrian refugees, including comprehensive registration and targeted programmes to
protect women, the elderly, new arrivals and survivors of gender based violence.
Assisting the most vulnerable, including members of the host communities, with life-saving
programmes, including food, shelter and cash assistance.
Preparing for a large influx of Syrian refugees into neighbouring countries (contingency plans,
stockpiling).
Ensuring that host governments continue their generous policy to maintain open borders for
Syrians that need to flee and supporting these governments and host communities who are
feeling the strain.
With 75 per cent of Syrian refugees living in urban settings, cash assistance to the most
vulnerable families will be prioritized. The plan, while the largest in history, can only aspire to
cover life-saving assistance and protection. While the aim is to register all refugees,
assistance will cover the most vulnerable.
Achievements to date
There has been a massive up scaling of operations to serve Syrian refugees.
Registration has been prioritized: The objective is to register refugees within 30 days of
their arrival in country. For example in Lebanon, the average number of registered refugees
increased from 37,000 to 90,000 a month.
Medical assistance has been provided to hundreds of thousands of refugees.
Shelter - New camps have been set up in Jordan and Iraq, with the potential to host hundreds
of thousands of refugees.
Aid - Close to one million refugees have received household items.
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Education - A huge push to help children return to school has seen tens of thousands of
children returning to school, while extra programmes have been laid on for children who
need help catching up after long periods of disruption in their education in Syria.
Vulnerable - Special efforts have been made to identify and support the most vulnerable,
including children, the elderly and women. In addition, more targeted programmes are
underway to support survivors of sexual and gender based violence.
Aim of appeal
The appeal goes to governments, private businesses and individuals. It is clear that the aid
budgets of donor governments will not be sufficient to cover the needs of millions of Syrian
refugees. UNHCR calls on governments to create special budgets, and hopes that private
businesses and individuals will also step up and support Syrian refugees in their hour of need.
We continue to thank Syria’s immediate neighbours and urge other countries to support
host governments to keep borders open.
We are grateful for the support we have received to date which has enabled us to just keep up
with the growing humanitarian demands. Unfortunately our predictions are that the needs of
Syrian refugees will continue to escalate, as their coping mechanisms break down, placing a
greater dependence on humanitarian aid.
Massive, coordinated effort
This update of the Regional Response Plan brings together over 100 NGOs, UN Agencies and
Red Cross societies under the leadership of the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to deliver
lifesaving assistance to Syrian refugees and their host communities.
Where?
The plan encompasses protection and assistance for Syrian refugees and host communities in
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and North Africa. It also includes protection and
assistance for other vulnerable populations who have fled Syria, including Palestinian refugees
and Lebanese returnees.
When?
The plan is an extension of the previous Syria Regional Response Plan launched at the
beginning of the year, and covers the period from January – December 2013.
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