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At a glance:
• UNHCR warns against risk of militia recruitment in Guinea camps
• Refugees concerned about their safety and lack of food
• Transfer of refugees away from the border seen as top priority

Possible militia recruitment in Guinea camps seen as threat to refugees

UNHCR is concerned that increased militia activity in already highly volatile
southern Guinea could lead to recruitment of fighters amid refugees living in
overcrowded camps.

“The most severe security concern we are facing now is a fear that
militarisation could occur in Nyaedou camp”, said Renata Dubini, UNHCR’s
emergency team leader in southern Guinea

UNHCR fears that the presence of militia groups in the overcrowded camp
could draw attacks from rebels, endangering the security of both refugees and
aid workers. The Nyaedou camp, situated 15 kilometers north of the regional
centre of Gueckedou, is becoming increasingly dangerous for aid workers,
allowing only sporadic delivery of aid.

The camp houses some 35,000 Sierra Leonean and Liberian refugees, many
of whom have not received aid in weeks. The camp’s population has more than
doubled,since attacks on other camps last December forced refugees to seek
shelter in somewhat safer Nyaedou, which also hosts about 1,000 internally
displaced Guineans who also fled the fighting in the Gueckedou region.

Fresh fighting erupted in Gueckedou on Monday¸ forcing a UNHCR team to
rapidly withdraw from Nyaedou towards UNHCR’s regional base in
Kissidougou. Food distribution resumed on Thursday as tension subsided.

UNHCR told refugees fear for their safety, food security

UNHCR’s top regional official, Abou Moussa, who visited the Nyaedou camp
Wednesday, was told that refugees feared for their personal safety and worried
about food security. Moussa was also concerned about the safety of aid
workers.

The volatile security situation in southern Guinea poses a risk to some 300,000
refugees as well as 250 humanitarian workers who try to help them. In
addition, there are 150,000 mainly Liberian refugees living in camps around the
southeastern Guinea town of Nzerekore.



Relocation remains UNHCR’s priority

UNHCR’s top priority now is to move refugees from volatile border areas
inland. UNHCR has advocated the move for at least a year but the operation
has been put off several times for lack of funding. Three sites have now been
identified in Albadaria, in the Kissidougou prefecture, and they could each
accommodate 20,000 refugees. Water, sanitation and shelter work is due to be
completed on one of these sites by the end of this week.

Some of the refugees said that relocation within Guinea would not solve their
security fears, amid reports of growing animosity from the local population. The
presence of refugees is sometimes linked by the locals to rebel attacks on
Guinean territory. In Dabola for instance, where five other new campsites have
been identified, women demonstrated on Wednesday against UNHCR’s plans
to relocate refugees there, just days before an information campaign was
scheduled to start.

UNHCR and the local authorities are involved in information campaigns
countrywide to counter anti-refugee sentiment. In Albadaria, a project targeting
future refugee hosting communities has made them more open to the idea.


