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UNHCR Representation in BiH



UNHCR In BiH

> UNHCR’s MANDATE IN BiH

1) to ensure the international protection
of refugees and to seek solutions for
refugees and other people of concern

2) to actively facilitate the return and
reintegration of former BiH refugees
and internally displaced persons



Total Return in BiH - summary

> Out of the total number of 2,2 million displaced people,
total number of returnees from 1996 to 2007 Is
1,018,991 persons (returned refugees to BiH —
443,859 persons and returned displaced persons
within BiIH — 575,132 persons)

> Total number of majority returnees to BiH is 558,767
(out of which 463,767 to the Federation and 95,000 to
Republika Srpska)

> Total number of minority returnees to BiH is 460,224
(out of which to the Federation 274,081 , 164,761 to
Republika Srpska and Brcko District 21,382))



Re-registration of Displaced
Persons in BiH — statistics (2006)

e 44,155 families (135,500 persons)
confirmed their DP status in BiH: 45% in
Federation BiH, 54% in Republika Srpska
and 1% in Brcko District



Challenges for Durable
Solutions in BiH

> Displaced Persons in BiH

e a sizeable number of vulnerable individuals cannot or are not able to
return to their pre-war homes due to past trauma or other special
protection concerns

e the housing / economic needs of those who are not able to return either
for protection or humanitarian reasons have remain essentially
unnoticed

e social protection system is insufficient or not functioning

e sustainability of return remains a problem, due largely to poor economic
conditions and lack of employment opportunities in the return areas
coupled with reversed migration trends

e despite impressive results achieved In returning a large number of
displaced persons to their former houses, their situation remains fragile
iIn many areas

e Some 7,000 displaced persons are still living in the Collective Centers
and other types of collective accommodation in difficult circumstances



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Priority areas for UNHCR

Revision of the Strategy of BiH for the Implementation of Annex
VI

In order to define the way forward, in cooperation with the
Government, organise a conference of all relevant national and
international actors on finding solutions for displacement related
Issues

Support the effective functioning of the State Commission for
Refugees and Displaced Persons (SCRDP)

Continue with the support to returns through: free legal aid, small
sustainability measures, reconstruction of houses for the most
vulnerable residents of the Collective Centers

Advocacy and concrete interventions to improve the living
conditions of the most vulnerable displaced persons who are
unable to return



