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ABBREVIATIONS

AIDS acquired immunodeficiency syndrome

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
GNP gross national product

HIV human immunodeficiency virus

ILO International Labour Office

International Labour Organization
IMF International Monetary Fund
Roster Roster of organizations that do mmte general or special consultative status*
UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UN-Habitat  United Nations Human Settlements Programme
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
WHO World Health Organization
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
World Bank International Bank fdReconstruction and Development

WTO World Trade Organization

* In conformity with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996, these are organizations

“that the Council, or the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Council or its Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations, considers can make occasional and useftibatioins to the work of the Council or its subsidiary

bodies or other United Nations bodies within their competence ... This list may also include organizations in
consultative status or a similar relationship with a specialized agency or a United Nations body. These organization
shall be available for consultation at the request of the Council or its subsidiary bodies. The fact that an
organization is on the Roster shall not in itself be regarded as a qualification for general or special consultative
status should an organization seek such status”.



CHAPTERI

Organizational and other matters
A. Statespartiesto the Covenant

1. As of 26 November 2004, the closingadaf the thirty-third session of the

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rightsl, States had ratifiemt acceded to the
International Covenant on Ecane, Social and Cultural Rightshich had been adopted by

the General Assembly in resolution 220@%X1) of 16 December 1966 and opened for
signature and ratification in New York on 19d@enber 1966. The Covenant entered into force
on 3 January 1976 in accordance with the provisioiits aiticle 27. A lisbf States parties to

the Covenant and the status of submission of theprts are contained in annex | to the present
report.

B. Sessionsand agenda

2. The Committee, at its twelfth sessioequested the Economic and Social

Council to authorize the holding of twaraual sessions of tf@ommittee, in May and
November-December, eachtbfee weeks’ duration, in aifidn to a pre-sessional working
group of five members to meet for five daysnediately after each session to prepare the list
of issues for consideration at the subsetjgession. The Council, by its resolution 1995/39
of 25 July 1995, endorsed the Committee’s recommendation.

3. In 2004, the Committee held its thirty-second session from 26 April to 14 May, and its
thirty-third session from 8 to 26 November. tBgessions were held at the United Nations
Office at Geneva. The agenda for each sessishown in annex Il to the present report.

4. An account of the Committee’s deliberationgsthirty-second and thirty-third sessions
is contained in the relevant summaggords (E/C.12/2004/SR29 and E/C.12/2004/SR.30-56,
respectively).

C. Membership and attendance

5. All members of the Committee, except Menneth Osborne Rattray, attended the
thirty-second session. (For atlef members of the Committee, see annex Il below.) All

members of the Committee, except Mr. Kenr@iborne Rattray attended the thirty-third

session.

6. The following specialized agencies andteh Nations organs were invited to be
represented by observers at the thirty-se@mithirty-third sessions: FAO, ILO, IMF,
UNAIDS, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNFPA, UNEP, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO, WIPO,
World Bank and WTO.

7. The following non-governmental organizationgonsultative status with the Economic
and Social Council were peesented by observers:



At the thirty-second session:

General consultative status; Franciscans International

Soecial consultative status:.  American Association of Jutis, Center for Economic and
Social Rights, Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions,
Habitat InternationaCoalition, International Centre for
Human Rights and Democrafievelopment (Rights and
Democracy), International Commission of Jurists,
International Federation of Human Rights Leagues,
International Organization for the Development of
Freedom of Education, Oxfam GB, World Organization
Against Torture;

Roster: American Association for the Advancement of Science,
FIAN-Foodfirst Information and Action Network.

At the thirty-third session:

Soecial consultative status. American Association of Jugtis, Center for Reproductive
Rights, Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions,
Corporation for the Development of Women (La Morada),
Habitat InternationaCoalition, International Association
of Democratic Lawyers, International Commission of
Jurists, International Federati of Human Rights Leagues,
International Federation Terre des Hommes, International
Organization for the Development of Freedom of
Education, International Service for Human Rights,
Women'’s International Leag for Peace and Freedom,
World Organization Against Torture;

Roster: American Association for the Advancement of Science,
FIAN-Foodfirst Information and Action Network.

8. The following national and internatidmeon-governmental organizations were
represented by observers at the thirty-seconldthirty-third sessions: Associazione Studi
Giuridici Immigrazione (Italy)Campagna “Via Adda non si azglla” (Via Adda must not be
cancelled) (Italy), Comitato di sostegno di Tarialla Campaup “Via Adda non si cancella”
(Supporting Committee for the Campaign of Tuiiitdly), Comitato pela Promozione e
Protezione dei Diritti Umani (Italy), Consejo de los Tierras (Chile), Consiglio di via Adda
(Council of via Adda) (Italy), Contextos Latinoar@anos para la Promin de los Derechos
Econdmicos, Sociales y Culturales (Switzerland), Danish Institute for Human Rights,
Documentation and Advisory Center on Racial Discrimination (Denmark), Federacién Nacional
de Campesinos Libres del Ecuador, Greelsidki Monitor, Human Rights Center of
Azerbaijan, Institute of Peace and Democracy (Azerbaijan), International Alliance of
Inhabitants, International Volunteers for Development (ltaly), International Women’s Human
Rights Law Clinic (The City University of Ne York School of Law), International Network for
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (United 8sabf America), International Women'’s Rights



Action Watch (United States of America), Istituto Internazionale Scienze Mediche
Antropologiche e Sociali (Italy), Liaisd@roup of the Latin American Committee for the
Defence of Women'’s Rights i@hile, Mapuche Temulemu Conumity (Chile), Medici Senza
Frontiere (Italy), Observatori DESC (Spai@pservatory of Linguistic Rights, Behatokia
(Spain), Organizacion Mapuche MELI WAN MAPU (Chile), Social Innovation Fund
(Lithuania), 3D-Trade-Human-Rights-Equitaldleonomy, Unione Inquilini (Italy), Verdi di
Como (Italy) and Women'’s Issugormation Centre (Lithuania).

D. Pre-sessional working group

9. The Economic and Social Council, inrésolution 1988/4 of 24 May 1988, authorized
the establishment of a pre-sessional working grmamposed of five members to be appointed
by the Chairperson to meet for up to eveek prior to each session. By decision 1990/252
of 25 May 1990, the Council authorized the meetwigghe working group to be held one to
three months prior to a session of the Committee.

10. The Chairperson of the Committee, in aotadion with the members of the Bureau,
designated the following individuals as mesrdof the pre-sessional working group to meet:

Prior to the thirty-fourth session:
Mr. Dumitru CEAUSU
Mr. Abdessatar GRISSA
Mr. Giorgio MALINVERNI
Mr. Jaime MARCHAN ROMERO
Mr. Waleed M. SADI

Prior to the thirty-fifth session:
Mr. Clément ATANGANA
Ms. Rocio BARAHONA-RIERA
Ms. Virginia BONOAN-DANDAN
Ms. Maria Virginia BRAS GOMES
Mr. Yuri KOLOSOV

11. The pre-sessional working group held ieetings at the United Nations Office at
Geneva from 29 November tadCB2cember 2004. All membersthie working group attended its
meetings. The working group identified issues thaght most usefully be discussed with the
representatives of the reporting States and lists of such questions were transmitted to the
permanent missions of the States concerfidak pre-sessional working group designated for
the thirty-fifth session will hold its meetings from 16 to 20 May 2005.



E. Officersof the Committee

12.  The following members of the Committee, edelctor a term of two years in accordance
with rule 14 of the Committee’s rules of procedure, continued to serve as members of the
Committee’s Bureau:

Chairperson: Ms. Virginia BONOAN-DANDAN

Vice-Chairpersons:  Mr. Azzouz KERDOUN
Mr. Jaime MARCHAN ROMERO
Mr. Eibe RIEDEL

Rapporteur: Mr. Dumitru CEAUSU
F. Organization of work
Thirty-second session

13. The Committee considered its organizatiowaork at its 1st meeting on 26 April 2004.
In connection with this item, the Committee had before it the following documents:

(@ Draft programme of work for ththirty-second session, prepared by the
Secretary-General in consultation witle t6hairperson of the Committee (E/C.12/2004/L.1);

(b) Reports of the Committee on the workitsfprevious sessions:* first (E/1987/28-
E/C.12/1987/5), second (E/1988/14-E/C1888/4), third (E/1989/22-E/C.12/1989/5),
fourth (E/1990/23-E/C.12/1990/3 and Corrfifth (E/1991/23-E/C.12/1990/8 and Corr.1),
sixth (E/1992/23-E/C.12/1991/4 and Add.1), sehg(E/1993/22-E/C.12/1992/2), eighth and
ninth (E/1994/23-E/C.12/1993/19%nth and eleventh (E/1922-E/C.12/1994/20 and Corr.1),
twelfth and thirteenth (E/1996/22-E/C.12/1988), fourteenth and fifteenth (E/1997/22-
E/C.12/1996/6), sixteenth and seventedBii998/22-E/C.12/1997/10), eighteenth and
nineteenth (E/1999/22-E/C.12/1998/26), twenteetid twenty-first (E/2000/22-E/C.12/1999/11
and Corr.1), twenty-second, twenty-third and twenty-fourth sessions (E/2001/22-
E/C.12/2000/21), twenty-fifth, twenty-sixémd twenty-seventh sessions (E/2002/22-
E/C.12/2001/17), twenty-eighth and twentythifE/2003/22-E/C.12/2002/13), and thirtieth
and thirty-first sessiond/2004/22-E/C.12/2003/14).

14. In accordance with rule 8 of its rules obgedure, the Committee, at the same meeting,
considered the draft programme of work its thirty-second session and approved it, as
amended during congdation (E/C.12/2004/3).

Thirty-third session

15. The Committee considered its orgati@aof work at its 30th meeting
on 8 November 2004. In connection with tibesn, the Committee had before it the following
documents:

* Published a®fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council.



(@ Draft programme of work for ththirty-third session, prepared by
the Secretary-General in consultation wite Chairperson of the Committee (E/C.12/2004/L.2);

(b) Reports of the Committee on the work of its previous sessions (see
paragraph 130) above).

16. In accordance with rule 8 of its rules obgedure, the Committee, at the same meeting,
considered the draft programme of work forthtsty-third session andpproved it, as amended
during consideration.

G. Next sessions

17. In accordance with the established schedule, the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth
sessions would take place from 25 Apoill3 May and from 7 to 25 November 2005,
respectively.

H. Statesparties reportsscheduled for consideration
by the Committee at its upcoming sessions

18. In accordance with rule 61, paragraph 2hefrules of procedure of the Committee, the
reports submitted by Statesrp@s under article 16 of thfeéovenant are scheduled for
consideration in the order in which they have been received by the Secretary-General. The
Committee, at its 30th meeting, on 8 Novemi@4, decided to consider the reports of the
following States parties ds thirty-fourth session:

Initial reports
China E/1990/5/Add.59
Zambia E/1990/5/Add.60
Serbia and Montenegro E/1990/5/Add.61

Fourth periodic reports
Norway E/C.12/4/Add.14

19. In addition to the reports listedparagraph 18 above, the Committee received as
at 26 November 2004, closing date of the thihiyd session, the following reports which were
tentatively scheduled for considation at its upcoming sessions:

Thirty-fifth session (7-25 November 2005)

Slovenia Initial report E/1990/5/Add.62
Austria Third periodic report E/1994/104/Add.28
Uzbekistan Initial report E/1990/5/Add.63
Monaco Ditto E/1990/5/Add.64
Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya &ond periodic report  E/1990/6/Add.38



CHAPTERIII

Overview of the present working methods of the Committee

20. This chapter of the Committee’s report aahproviding a concise and up-to-date

overview and explanation of the ways in which the Committee carries out its various functions.

It is designed to make the Committee’s current practice more transparent and readily accessible
SO as to assist States pagténd others interested in tingplementation othe Covenant.

21. Since its first session, in 1987, the Committeerhade a concerted effort to devise
appropriate working methods thedequately reflect the natuséthe tasks with which it has
been entrusted. In the course of its 33 sassit has sought to modify and develop these
methods in the light of its experienc&hese methods will continue to evolve.

A. General guidelinesfor reporting

22. The Committee attaches major importanceemged to structure the reporting process
and the dialogue with each State party’s represestativsuch a way as to ensure that the issues
of principal concern to it are dealt withanimethodical and informative manner. For this
purpose, the Committee has adopdethiled reporting guidelinésvith a view to assisting States

in the reporting process and improving the effegirss of the monitoring system as a whole.
The Committee strongly urges all Stsiparties to report to it accordance with the guidelines

to the greatest extent possible. The Commitespk its guidelines under review and they are
updated when appropriate.

B. Examination of States parties reports
1. Work of the pre-sessional working group

23. A pre-sessional working group meets, for five days, prior to each of the Committee’s
sessions. Itis composed of five memusdrthe Committee nominated by the Chairperson,
taking account of the desirability of a baladageographical distrition and other relevant
factors.

24.  The principal purpose of the working group is to identify in advance the questions that
will constitute the principal focus of the dialogwéh the representatives of the reporting States.
The aim is to improve the efficiency of the system and to ease the task of States’ representatives
by facilitating more focused preparations for the discussion.

! Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1991, Supplement No. 3 (E/1991/23-E/C.12/1990/8),
annex V.

2 |bid., 1998, Supplement No .4 (E/1988/14-E/C.12/1988/4), chap. IV, para. 361.



25. It is generally accepted that the complex r@atund diverse range of many of the issues
raised in connection with the ifgmentation of the Covenambmstitute a strong argument in
favour of providing Stategarties with the possibility of prepag in advance to answer some of
the principal questions arising out of their réporSuch an arrangement also enhances the
likelihood that the State party will be alteprovide preciseral detailed information.

26.  With regard to its own working methods, the working group, in the interests of
efficiency, allocates to eadf its members initial respoihdity for undertaking a detailed

review of a specific number of reports and patting before the working group a preliminary

list of issues. The decision as to how the repsinbuld be allocated for this purpose is based in
part on the areas of expertise of the membecemed. Each draft by a country rapporteur is
then revised and supplemented on the basis @resisons by the other members of the working
group and the final version of the list is adopted by the working group as a whole. This
procedure applies equally to both initial and periodic reports.

27. In preparation for the pre-sessiowarking group, the Committee has asked the
secretariat to place at the disposal of its mensla country analysis as well as all pertinent
documents containing informatisalevant to each of the repottsbe examined. For this
purpose, the Committee invites all concermelividuals, bodies and non-governmental
organizations to submit relevant and appropriate documentation to the secretariat. It has also
asked the secretariat to ensure that certain types of information are regularly placed in the
country files.

28. The lists of issues drawn up by the workgngup are given directly to a representative of
the States concerned, along with a copthefCommittee’s most recent report and with a note
stating the following:

“The list is not intended to be exhéiue and it should not be interpreted as
limiting or in any other way prejudging the type and range of questions which members
of the Committee might wish to ask. However, the Committee believes that the
constructive dialogue which it ghes to have with the representatives of the State party
is greatly facilitated by making the listalable in advance dhe Committee’s session.
In order to improve the dialogue that the Committee seeks, it strongly urges each State
party to provide in writing its replies to the list of issues and to do so sufficiently in
advance of the session at which its report will be considered to enable the replies to be
translated and made available to all members of the Committee.”

29. In addition to the task of formulating tligs of issues, the pre-sessional working group

is also entrusted with a variety of other tasks designed to facilitate the work of the Committee as
a whole. These have included: discussing the most appropriate allocation of time for the
consideration of each State refpa@onsidering the issue of howdbtdo respond to supplementary
reports containing additionalformation; examining draft general comments; considering how
best to structure the day of geneadicussion; and otlheelevant matters.

2. Consideration of thereport

30. In accordance with the established practiceach of the United Nations human rights
treaty monitoring bodies, representatives efiiporting States should be present at the
meetings of the Committee when their reports are examined in order to ensure a constructive



dialogue with the Committee. The following procedure is generally used: the representative of
the State party is invited to introduce the mefy making brief itroductory comments and
introducing any written replies the list of issues drawn up by the pre-sessional working group.
The Committee then considers the report bytehssof articles (usulgl 1-5, 6-9, 10-12, 13-15),
taking particular account dtie replies furnished in response to the list of issues. The
Chairperson will normally invite questions or comments from Committee members in relation to
each issue and then invite the representativdsedbtate party to reply immediately to questions
that do not require further reflection or resear€ither questions remaining to be answered are
taken up at a subsequent meeting or, if necessay be the subject of additional information
provided to the Committee in writing. Membefsthe Committee are free pursue specific

issues in the light of the replies thus pd®d, although the Committee has urged them not to

(a) raise issues outside teeope of the Covenant)(repeat questions already posed or
answered;d) add unduly to an already long list on a particular issuaj)@peak more than

five minutes in any one intervention. Represewmggtiof relevant specialized agencies and other
international bodies may also be invitecctmtribute at any stage of the dialogue.

31. The final phase of the Committee’s examinatibtihe report consists of the drafting and
adoption of its concluding observations. For this purpose, the Committee usually sets aside a
brief period in closed sessiammediately after the conclusion tife dialogue, to enable its
members to express their preliminary views.e Tountry rapporteur then prepares, with the
assistance of the secretariat, a draft set o€looling observations for consideration by the
Committee. The agreed structure of the conadgdaibservations is as follows: introduction;
positive aspects; factors and difficulties impeding the implementation of the Covenant;
principal subjects of concern; and suggesti&md recommendations. At a later stage, the
Committee then discusses the draft, againivefe session, with a view to adopting it by
consensus.

32. The concluding observations, once formatippted, are usually made public on the

final day of the session. As soon as they ardenpaublic - at 6 p.m. on the closing day of the
session - they are available toiaterested parties. They dm@warded as soon as possible to

the State party concerned and included in the Committee’s report. If it so wishes, the State part)
may address any of the Committee’s concluding observations in the context of any additional
information that it provides to the Committee.

33. In general, the Committee devotes threetimge (of three hours each) to its public
examination of States partiegports. In addition, it genaly devotes between two and
three hours towards the end of the session, in grivatts discussion aach set of concluding
observations.

3. Comments by States parties on the concluding observations

34. Once the Committee has adopted its conetudbservations on the report of a

State party, and if the latter submits any comments thereon to the Committee, these are made
public, as submitted, as Committee documentsnagationed in the annbeeport. Comments

from States parties are only published for information purposes.



4. Postponement of the consideration of reports

35. Last-minute requests by States to postpl@eonsideration of a report that has been
scheduled for examination aparticular session are extremeligruptive for all concerned and
have caused major problems for the Committee in the past. Accordingly, the Committee’s
long-standing policy is not to grant such regsestd to proceed with itonsideration of all
scheduled reports, even in the absence of a representative of the State party concerned.

C. Follow-up procedurein relation to the consideration of reports
36.  Atits twenty-first sessiohthe Committee decided that:

(@ In all concluding observations, the Committee would request the State party to
inform the Committee, in its next periodiqmat, about steps takdo implement the
recommendations in th@wecluding observations;

(b) Where appropriate, the Committee may, in its concluding observations, make a
specific request to a State party to provide more information or statistical data at a time prior to
the date that the next periodic report is due to be submitted:;

© Where appropriate, the Committee may, in its concluding observations, ask the
State party to respond to any pressing speci$ice identified in the concluding observations
prior to the date that the next report is due to be submitted,;

(d) Any information provided in accordance with) @nd €) above would be
considered by the next meetingtbé Committee’s pre-sessional working group;

©)] In general, the working group coulecommend that the Committee take one of
the following measures:

0] That the Committee take note of such information;

(i) That the Committee adopt specifidditional concluding observations in
response to that information;

(i) That the matter be pursued through a request for further information; or

(iv) That the Committee’s Chairperson be authorized to inform the State party,
in advance of the next session, tthet Committee would take up the issue
at its next session and that, foatipurpose, the participation of a
representative of the State party in the work of the Committee would be
welcome;

® If the information requested in accordance wigthand €) is not provided by the
specified date, or is patently unsatisfactorg, @hairperson, in consultation with the members of
the Bureau, could be authorized to follow up the matter with the State party.

¥ On 1 December 1999 (53rd meeting).
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37. In situations in which the Committee consgdinat it is unable to obtain the information

it requires on the basis of theave-mentioned procedures, it ndgcide to adopt a different
approach instead. In particular, the Committee may request that the State party concerned acce
a mission consisting of one or two members of the Committee. The purposes of such an on-site
visit would be: ) to collect the information necessary for the Committee to continue its
constructive dialogue with the State party and &bémit to carry out its functions in relation to

the Covenant; and) to provide a more comprehensive basis upon which the Committee might
exercise its functions in relation to articB% and 23 of the Covenant concerning technical
assistance and advisory services. The Committee would state specifically the issue(s) with
respect to which its representative(s) wouleks® gather information from all available

sources. The representative(s) would also laweask of considering whether the programme

of advisory services administered by thi#¢@ of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights could be of assistanceamnection with the specific issue at hand.

38. At the conclusion of the visit, the represgive(s) would report to the Committee. In the
light of the report presented by its represtwegs), the Committee would then formulate its own
conclusions. Those conclusionswid relate to the full range @finctions carried out by the
Committee, including those relating to technical assistance and advisory services, to be providec
by the Office of the High Commissioner.

39. This procedure has already been appfiedlation to two States parties and the

Committee considers the experience to have been a very positive one in both instances. In a ca
where the State party concerned doesacogept the proposed mission, the Committee will

consider making whatever recommendations mighappropriate to hEconomic and Social
Council.

D. Procedurein responseto non-submitted
and considerably overduereports

40. The Committee believes that a situation ofiptast non-reporting b$tates parties risks
bringing the entire supervisory procedure idisrepute, thereby undermining one of the
foundations of the Covenant.

41.  Accordingly, the Committee resolved at its sixth session to begin in due course to
consider the situation concerning the impleragah of the Covenant in respect of each
State party whose reports are very significaotlgrdue. At its seventfession it resolved to
begin scheduling consideratiohsuch reports at its future sessions and to notify the
States parties concernelt .began to apply this procedure at its ninth session.

42. The Committee has adopted the following procedure:

@ To select States parties whose repargsvery significantly overdue on the basis
of the length of time involved;

(b) To notify such State party that the Committee intends to consider the situation
with respect to that country at one of its succeeding sessions;
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(© To move, in the absence of any reporizaasider the status of economic, social
and cultural rights in the light of all available information;

(d) To authorize its Chairperson, in gitions where the State party concerned
indicates that a report will be provided t@ tGommittee and upon a request from the State party,
to defer consideration dlfie situation for one session.

E. Action by the Committee on infor mation on economic,
social and cultural rightsreceived from sources
other than the States parties

1. Information provided in connection with consideration
by the Committee of a State party report

43. The Committee also takes into account th&mation provided to it by sources other

than the State party in connection with ibmsideration of a State party’s report. That

information, being an integral part of the Comsets constructive dialogue with a State party,

is made available by the secretariat to the State party concerned in advance of the Committee’s
consideration of the report of that State party.

2. Information received following consideration by the Committee of
a State party report and adoption of concluding observations

44. On various occasions in the past, then@idttee has received information, mainly from
non-governmental organizationsteafconsideration of the Stgtarty’s report and adoption of
concluding observations thereon. In fads thas follow-up information on the Committee’s
conclusions and recommendatiorisot being in a position to consider and act upon such
information without reopening its dialogue walState party (except in cases specifically
addressed in concluding obgations), the Committee will congdand act upon the information
received from sources other than a State party only in cases where such information has been
specifically requested in itsoncluding observations.

45. The Committee considers that, following imsideration of the State party report and
adoption of concluding obseations, the primary responsibylifor their implementation lies

with the national Government, wah is bound to report on measures taken in this respect to the
Committee in its next periodic report. Therefore, the Committee recommends that information
referred to in the precedingnagraph be submitted by authors directly to national competent
authorities with a view to assisting them in implementing the Committee’s concluding
observations.

* SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2001, Supplement No. 2 (E/2001/22-E/C.12/2000/21),
annex V: “Non-governmental organization participation in the activities of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights”.
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3. Information provided with respect to non-reporting States parties

46. The Committee has also been receiving'médion from both interational and national
non-governmental organizations on the statumpfementation of economic, social and cultural
rights by:

(@ States parties that have not submitted any report at all since ratification of the
International Covenant on Ecane, Social and Cultural Rights and its entry into force;

(b) States parties with longverdue periodic reports.

47. In both cases the failure of the Stateyptrtcomply with its obligations under the
Covenant, and in partitar with their reporting obligatins, had made it impossible for the
Committee to monitor effectively the implementatlmnthose States of the economic, social and
cultural rights set forth in the Covenant in accordance with the mandate conferred to the
Committee by the Economic and Social Council.

48.  Atits thirtieth session, held from 5 to &y 2003, the Committee, in the spirit of open
and constructive dialogue withe®és parties, decided thatboth cases referred to above, it
might take, on a case-by-case basis, the following action:

(@ The Committee might informally bring to the attention of the State party
concerned the information received and urgeStage party to submit its overdue report without
further delay;

(b) The Committee might formally - through a letter from the Chairperson - bring to
the attention of the State party concerned the information received and urge the State party to
submit its overdue report withofutrther delay. The Committee might formally request the State
party to provide it with informzon addressing issues raisechon-governmental organizations’
submissions and to submit its oglee report without further delayl'hat letter would also be
made available to the non-governmermtaanizations concerned upon request.

F. Day of general discussion

49. At each session, the Committee devotes opeudaally the Monday of the third week,

to a general discussion of a peular right or of a particulaaspect of the Covenant. The

purpose is threefold: such a general discusa$sists the Committee in developing in greater
depth its understanding of the relevant issitesjables the Committee to encourage inputs into

its work from all interested parties, and helps to lay the basis for a future general comment. The
iIssues that have been the focus of discussieltsto date by the Committee may be found in

annex VI to the present report.

G. Other consultations

50. The Committee has sought to coordinateviiek with those of other bodies to the

greatest extent possible and to draw as widelyas on available expertise in the fields of its
competence. The Committee has also sought to draw on the expertise of the relevant specialize
agencies and United Nations bodies, both in itkvas a whole and, more particularly, in the
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context of its general discussions. It has atswsistently invited indiduals such as special
rapporteurs of the Commission on Human Rigimd of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights, chairpersoh€ommission working groups and others to
address it and engage in discussions.

51. In addition, the Committee has invited a varadtgxperts who have @articular interest

in, and knowledge of, some of the issues undaeweto contribute to its discussions. These
contributions have added to iaderstanding of some aspects of the questions arising under the
Covenant.

H. Participation of non-gover nmental organizations
in thework of the Committee

52. In order to ensure that the Committee is as well informed as possible, it provides
opportunities for non-governmentaiganizations to submitlevant information to if. They

may do this in writing at any time prior to the consideration of a given State party’s report. The
Committee’s pre-sessional working group is alpen to the submission of information in
person or in writing from any non-governmentajamization, provided thatrelates to matters
on the agenda of the working group. In additithe Committee sets aside part of the first
afternoon at each of its sessions to enableesgmtatives of non-governmental organizations to
provide oral information. Such information shoula) focus specifically on the provisions of
the International Covenant on Ecomo, Social and Cultural Rightsy)(be of direct relevance to
matters under consideration by the Committeebé¢ credible; d) not be abusive. The relevant
meeting is open and provided with interpretatand press services, hsinot covered by
summary records.

53. The Committee has requesteel slecretariat to ensureatrany written information

formally submitted to it by non-governmental orgaations in relation tthe consideration of a
specific State party report is made available as soon as possible to the representative of the Sta
concerned. The Committee therefore assumes that if any of this information is referred to during
the dialogue with the State party, the lattdl already be aware of the information.

. General commentsk

54. By the end of its thirty-third seesi (26 November 2004), the Committee and the
sessional working group of governmental expevtich existed prior to the creation of the
Committee, had examined 153 initial reports, @dosid periodic reports concerning rights
covered by articles 6 to @0 to 12 and 13 to 15 of theo@nant, and 125 comprehensive
reports. This work covered a significant numbkthe States parties to the Covenant, which
totalled 151 at the end of the thirty-third sessidhey represented all regions of the world, with
different political, legal, socieconomic and cultural system$heir reports submitted so far
have illustrated many of the problems that might arise in implementing the Covenant.

* For the list of general comments adopted to date by the Committee, see annex IV below.
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55. In response to an invitati addressed to it by the Ecomic and Social Council, the
Committee decided to begin, as from its tlaedsion, the preparatioh general comments
based on the various articles gndvisions of the Covenant, particular with a view to
assisting the States parties in fulfiflitheir obligations under the Covenant.

56. The Committee endeavours, through its gremments, to nk& the experience

gained so far through the examination of States’ reports, available for the benefit of all States
parties in order to astiand promote their further implematibn of the Covenant; to draw the
attention of the States parties to insufficiencdisglosed by a large number of reports; to suggest
improvements in the reporting procedures; anstitaulate the activities of the States parties,
international organizations and the specialiagdncies concerned in achieving progressively
and effectively the full realization of the rigirecognized in the Covenant. Whenever
necessary, the Committee may, in the light of the experience of States parties and of the
conclusions drawn therefrom, reviged update its general comments.

57.  Atits twenty-first session, the Committee adopted the outline for drafting general
comments on specific rights of the Coverfarithe Committee agreed that the subject matter of
a particular general comment would inflgerthe overall structure of that comment and
observed that the outline was not intended to be strictly adhered to. However, the outline
provided useful signposts, a checklist of isstebe considered in the process of drafting a
general comment. In this respect, the outline would assist in ensuring consistency in the conten
format and ambit of general commentb&adopted by the Committee. The Committee
emphasized the importance of ensuring that gglmemments are reader-friendly, of reasonable
length and readily understandable to a broad rahgeaders, primarily States parties to the
Covenant. The outline will assist in ensuring consistency and clarity in the structure of the
general comments, thus promoting their accessibility, and strengthening the authoritative
interpretation of the Covenant provided by the Committee through its general comments.

J. Statementsadopted by the Committee

58.  With a view to assisting States partieshe Covenant, the @unittee adopts statements
to clarify and confirm its position with respect to major international developments and issues
that bear upon the implementation of the Gmrg. As at 26 November 2004, the Committee
had adopted 15 statements, a list of whigpears in annex V to the present report.

® Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Supplement No. 2 (E/2000/22-E/C.12/1999/11 and Corr.1),
annex IX.
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CHAPTER 111

Submission of reports by States parties under
articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant

59. In accordance with rule 58 of its rulepobcedure, the Committee, at its 30th meeting
on 8 November 2004, considered the status longssion of reports undarticles 16 and 17 of
the Covenant.

60. In that connection, the Committee had before it the following documents:

(@ Note by the Secretary-General on the revised general guidelines regarding the
form and contents of reports to hémitted by States parties (E/C.12/1991/1);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on Statetigsato the Covenant and the status of
submission of reports as at 15 June 2004 (E/C.12/2004/7);

(© Note by the secretariat on follow-tgpthe consideration of reports under
articles 16 and 17 of th@ovenant (E/C.12/2003/3).

61. The Secretary-General infoecththe Committee that, in addition to the reports scheduled
for consideration by the Committee at its thirty-third session (see paragraph 63 below), he had
received, as at 26 November 2004, the remarsnitted under articles 16 and 17 of the

Covenant by the following States parties:

Initial reports of China (E/1990/5/Add.5%ambia (E/1990/5/Add.60), Serbia and
Montenegro (E/1990/5/Add.61), Slavia (E/1990/5/Add.62), Uzbekistan
(E/1990/5/Add.63), Monaco (E/1990Axld.64), Bosnia and Herzegovina
(E/1990/5/Add.65) and Liechtenstein {890/5/Add.66); second periodic report of
the Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya (E/1990/Gié.38); third periodic reports of Austria
(E/1994/104/Add.28) and Morocco (E/1994/18dd.29); and fourth periodic reports
of Norway (E/C.12/4/Add.14)rad Canada (E/C.12/4/Add.15).

62.  Atits thirty-second session the Committee disetito schedule for consideration in 2005
the status of implementatiai the Covenant by San Marino - a non-reporting State. The
Covenant entered into foréer San Marino on 18 January 1986.
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CHAPTER IV

Consideration of reports submitted by States parties
under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant

63.  Atits thirty-second session, the Committee examined the following reports submitted by
five States parties under atéis 16 and 17 of the Covenant:

Initial reports
Lithuania E/1990/5/Add.55
Greece E/1990/5/Add.56
Kuwait E/1990/5/Add.57
Second periodic reports
Ecuador E/1990/6/Add.36
Fourth periodic reports
Spain E/C.12/4/Add.11

64.  Atits thirty-third session, the Committee considered the following reports submitted by
five States parties under atéis 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

Initial reports
Malta E/1990/5/Add.58
Second periodic reports
Azerbaijan E/1990/6/Add.37
Third periodic reports
Chile E/1994/104/Add.26
Fourth periodic reports
Denmark E/C.12/4/Add.12
Italy E/C.12/4/Add.13
65. In accordance with rule 62 of the Committeeles of procedure, peesentatives of all

States submitting a report were invited to participate in the meetings of the Committee at which
their reports were considered. All Statedipa whose reports were considered by the

Committee sent representatives to participatbenconsideration of their respective reports.

In accordance with a decision adopted byGoenmittee at its second session, the names and
positions of the members of each State party’s delegation are listed in annex VIl to the present
report.

66.  Atits eighth session, the Committee had dekidaliscontinue its practice of including
in its annual report summariestbke consideration of countrgports. In accordance with
modified rule 57 of the Committee’s rulespybcedure, the annuedport should contain,

inter alia, the concluding observations of @@mmittee relating to each State party’s report.
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Accordingly, the following paragraphs, arranged on a country-by-country basis according to the
sequence followed by the Committee in its consideration of the reports, contain the concluding
observations adopted by the Committee with respdtiet&tates parties’ reports considered at

its thirty-second and thirty-third sessions.abicordance with established practice within the
Committee, members participate in neitherdhewing up nor the adoption of concluding
observations on their own country’s report.

Thirty-second session
LITHUANIA

67. The Committee considered the initial reportitfiuania on the implementation of the
Covenant (E/1990/5/Add.55) at its 3rd to Biketings, held on 27 and 28 April 2004, and at
its 29th meeting, held on 14 May, made lputhe following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

68. The Committee welcomes thdtial report of the State partwhich was prepared in
conformity with the Committee’s guidelines ane tomprehensive written replies to the list of
issues (E/C.12/Q/LITH/1/Rev.1). The Committdso welcomes thednk and constructive
dialogue with the high-level delegation of the 8taarty, which included experts in the different
areas covered by the Covenant.

B. Positive aspects

69. The Committee welcomes the ongoing reforrtheflegal system in the State party, and
notes with appreciation the entry into force ia thst years of a numbef new laws to bring it
into conformity with international human righrggandards: the Civil Code of July 2001, the
Code on Civil Procedure of January 2003, thedwaiiCode of January 2003, and the entry into
force in May 2003 of the new Criminal Codee tGode on Criminal Procedure and the Code on
Enforcement of Punishments.

70. The Committee notes with appreciation treious national mgrammes have been

adopted to strengthen the protection of humgints, notably the development of a National
Action Plan for the Protection and Promotiorthfman Rights, which covers a wide range
of human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights.

71. The Committee welcomes the establishroétite ParliamentgrOmbudsmelr(1994), the
Ombudsman for Equal Opportunities (1998) dhe Ombudsman for the Rights of the

Child (2000). It also welcomes the Law omtstGuaranteed Legal Aid of March 2000, which
entitles disadvantaged persons to free legal aid in criminal, civil and administrative cases.

72. The Committee welcomes the recent sleai by the State party to ratify the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Righftthe Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

73. The Committee notes the absence of any sgnif factors or difficulties preventing the
effective implementation of the Covenant in Lithuania.
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D. Principal subjects of concern

74. Despite the constitutional prowsi (third part of article 138tipulating the primacy of
international law and thateéhCovenant may be invoked befdalomestic courts, the Committee
regrets the lack of information on specific demis of domestic courts where reference had been
made to the Covenant and its provisionsicllindicates a lack of knowledge among the
population about the Covenant and the possillityivoking it directly before the courts.

75.  While noting the ongoing efforts to ingwe the living conditions of the Roma
community under the Programme for the ¢gmtgion of the Roma into Lithuanian

Society 2000-2004, the Committee remains concktingt the Roma community continues
to suffer from problems of inggation and discriminatory pracés in the fields of housing,
health, employment and education.

76. The Committee expresses its concern tiespite the various measures taken to
improve the situation of women, includingethational Programme @&qual Opportunities
for Women and Men for 2003-2004, women contitmbe in a disadvantaged position in
society, notably with regard to employmemd equal pay for work of equal value and
participation in decision-making.

77. The Committee is concerned that unemploytmeties remain high, with significant
regional disparities. It also notes with concern the rise in long-term unemployment and the
large share of young people below 25 among the unemployed.

78. The Committee regrets the lack of infatron on the integteon of people with
disabilities in the labour markand expresses its concern that the incentives for employing
people with disabilities are limited.

79.  The Committee notes with concern the level of the minimum wage, which is
inadequate to provide workers with a decenhfvfor themselves and their families, and the
lack of a system of indexation and regular adjustment of the minimum wage to the cost of living.

80. The Committee is deeply concerned abagiiribrease in the number of occupational
accidents in the State party since 2001.

81.  While noting that the Labour CodeJainuary 2003 has addressed some of the
weaknesses of previous legislation regulating the right to strike, the Committee is concerned
that the definition of “essential services' fwhich strikes are prohibited is too broad.

82.  The Committee expresses its concern that Ipasisions are insufficient to ensure an
adequate standard of living. The absence ofteryof indexing basic pensions to the consumer
price index and to the minimum subsistence level is also a cause of concern.

83. The Committee notes with concern the lovelef unemployment benefits and that
these benefits were only granted to 11.5 pet aeall unemployed persons in 2002 owing to
strict eligibility conditions.

84. The Committee is concerned about the uneqatilition of sociabenefits and social
services depending on the place of residence.
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85. The Committee notes with concern thafficking in women and children continues

to be a problem in the State party, which antry of origin and transit, in spite of the
existence of the Programme for the Control Brelvention of Trafficking in Human Beings and
Prostitution for 2002-2004 and the fact that the @iminal Code provides for criminal liability
for a number of trafficking-related crimes, including trade in people (art. 147), profiting from
another person’s prostitution (aB07), and procuring for prostitution (art. 308). Moreover, the
Committee regrets that the lack of information on the number of people trafficked does not
give an accurate picture tife extent of the problem.

86. The Committee is concerned about the highbmirof persons who are reported missing
in the State party.

87. The Committee is concerned about the higldence of domestic @ience and the lack
of shelters for battered women. The Committee is also concerned that victims of domestic
violence are not adequately proted under existing legislation.

88. The Committee is concerned about the proldestreet children in the State party as
well as the lack of information about children placed in institutions.

89. The Committee is concerned about the situationral areas of the State party where,
as reported in the State party’s written replies olidt of issues, lack of agricultural reforms has
left nearly a quarter of the Lithuanigopulation with no economigrospects or hope.

90. The Committee is concerned about the proldéhomelessness in the State party and
regrets that no official data on the numbehommeless people in Lithuania are available.

91. The Committee is concerned about the laduéffcient and suitable housing in the State
party as well as the acute shortage of social housing.

92. The Committee is concerned about the highdriiate in the State party, particularly
among the rural population.

93. The Committee is concerned about the hightatity rate due to alcohol and tobacco
abuse, particularly among men.

94. The Committee is concerned that the nunobgoung women (aged 19 years and under)
who have abortions is increasing, and regtieat the State party has not furnished any
information on reproductive health.

95. The Committee is concerned abowt dnopout rates among schoolchildren.
E. Suggestions and recommendations
96. The Committee recommends that Btate party take measutesaise awareness of the

Covenant and of the possibility of invoking itopisions before the courts among the public at
large and the judiciary.
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97. The Committee requests the State partyduige it, in its second periodic report,

with detailed information on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights of the
Roma, including an assessment, with theigigation of representatives of the Roma
community, of the impact of the Programme fa thtegration of the Roma into Lithuanian
Society 2000-2004, as well as with informatmmmeasures taken under the second phase of
the programme for the period 2005-2010.

98. The Committee recommends that Btate party continue strengthen its efforts to
enhance the status of women, including thioegtending the Natioh®rogramme of Equal
Opportunities for Women and Mendother adequate megiss, and report, in its next periodic
report, on the progress made in this regard.

99. The Committee urges the State party to noetand strengthen its efforts to combat
unemployment in the context of the Programme for Increasing Employment in the Republic of
Lithuania for 2001-2004, targeting, on a priotigsis, the most affected regions and the
disadvantaged and marginalized groups.

100. The Committee recommends that the Staty peke effectiveneasures under the
National Programme for the Satintegration of the Disabt for 2003-2012 to promote the
integration of people with disabilities into the labour market, including through providing
incentives to employers and strengthening theegystf job quotas for people with disabilities.

101. The Committee urges the State party to i@nlards ensuring that the minimum wage is
sufficient to provide workers artteir families with a decent standard of living. Moreover, the
State party should introduce a mechanism toxradel adjust the minimum wage to the cost of
living on a regular basis.

102. The Committee urges the State party to édlextive measures farevent occupational
accidents, including by strengthening the laboapéttorate in order to ensure that employers
who fail to observe safetggulations are sanctioned.

103. The Committee requests the State party to geadetailed informadin on the restrictions
placed on the right to strike under the Laboud€and on the functioning of the tripartite
councils in the collective bargaining process,udahg with regard to those “essential services”
for which strikes are prohibited.

104. The Committee urges the State party to pplace a system of indexing the level of

basic pensions reflecting changes in the cobvioiy, and to ensure that basic pensions are
sufficient to provide for an adequate standard of living. The Committee encourages the State
party to proceed with its plans to ratifyQLConvention No. 102 (1952) concerning Minimum
Standards of Social Security and to adasratifying ILO Convention No. 118 (1962)

concerning Equality of Treatment of Natidmand Non-Nationals in Social Security.

105. The Committee recommends that the Staty pecrease the coverage and amount of
unemployment benefits, so as to ensure that they are sufficient to secure an adequate standard
of living and further loosen the eligibility conditions.
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106. The Committee urges the State party to proequial access to socianefits and social
services by striving to correct regional imbalances.

107. The Committee recommends that the Statty reinforce masures under the

Programme for the Control and PreventioM dfficking in Human Beings and Prostitution

for 2002-2004, including by strengthening int&fanal cooperation in these areas. The

State party should also ensure that victimgadficking have access to crisis centres where

they can receive assistance. The Committeeralsmummends that the State party provide in

its second periodic report detailedormation on the measures taki® combat trafficking and
commercial sexual exploitation of women and children as well as comparative statistical data
indicating the extent of the problem.

108. The Committee recommends that the Staty peovide in its next periodic report
information on action taken to addeethe problem of missing persons.

109. The Committee calls upon the State partytensify its efforts to combat domestic
violence. In particular, the Committee encourages the State party to consider enacting specific
legislation criminalizing domestic violence and affording effective protection to victims. The
State party should also take effective meastarggovide training for law enforcement personnel
and judges regarding the crimimature of domestic violenceMoreover, the Committee urges

the State party to ensure the availability and accessibility of crisis centres where victims of
domestic violence can find safe lodging and counselling.

110. The Committee urges the State party to @irtite phenomenon of street children as a
matter of priority. In this regard, the Statetpahould take effectivemneasures to address the

root causes of neglect, abuse and abandonment, particularly through increased assistance to
families with children. It also requests the State party to provide in its second periodic report
detailed information and up-to-date comparative statistics on this issue.

111. The Committee calls upon the State partyremgthen programmesmed at improving

living conditions in rural areas. It also recommends that the State party develop a mechanism tc
measure and monitor levels of poverty and pitevn its second periodic report disaggregated

and comparative data on the number of peoplediti@low the poverty line. In this respect, it

refers the State party to the Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the International Covenant c
Economic, Social and Cultural RigHts.

112. The Committee also encourages the Statg fmaundertake a study of the problem of
homelessness so that it may acquire a more aecqpicture of the problem and its root causes.

113. The Committee urges the State party to addnvade policies in order to ensure that
families have adequate housing facilities and amenities and that adequate resources are allocats
for social housing, particularly for low-inconfi@milies and the disadvaaged and marginalized
groups. In this regard, it draws the Stateypsudttention to the Committee’s general comment

No. 4 (1991) on the right to adequate hougargjcle 11, paragraph, of the Covenant).

® Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2002, Supplement No. 2 (E/2002/22-E/C.12/2001/17),
annex VII.
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114. The Committee recommends that State party undertake ady of the root causes of
suicide in the State party and strengtherefisrts under the State Programme for Suicide
Prevention to reduce the suicide rate.

115. The Committee recommends ttiegt State party ensure tefective implementation of
programmes to combat tobacco smoking andhalliem, and to report back to the Committee on
this issue in its next periodic report.

116. The Committee calls upon the State party tmgthen its efforts to promote awareness
of sexual and reproductive H#m safe contraceptive methoadsd the health risk of using
abortion as a method of birth control, and foort on measures taken in this regard and the
results thereof in its next periodic report.

117. The Committee requests the State parpydwide in its next periodic report
disaggregated and comparattegta on enrolment and dropoutagamong schoolchildren. It
refers the State party to the Committee’seggal comment No. 13 (1999) on the right to
education (article 13 of theo@enant) for guidance on how to prepare the information for the
report.

118. The Committee encourages the State padiveoconsideration to the establishment
of an independent national human rightdiingon in accordance with the Paris Principlesth
a mandate covering economsocial and cultural rights.

119. The Committee requests the State partiigeeminate the present concluding
observations widely among all levels of societyd in particular among State officials and the
judiciary, and to inform the Committee on all steps taken to implement them in its next periodic
report. It also encourages the State pargnigage non-governmental organizations and other
members of civil society in the process of dssian of the report aténational level prior to

the submission of its second periodic report.

120. Finally, the Committee requests the Spatty to submit its second periodic report
by 30 June 20009.

GREECE

121. The Committee on Economic, Social and CultRights considered the initial report of
Greece on the implementation of the Covenartq480/5/Add.56) at its 6th to 8th meetings, held
on 28 and 29 April 2004, and at its 29th meetiredd on 14 May, made public the following
concluding observations.

! Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (see
General Assembly resolution 48/134 of 20 December 1993, annex).
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A. Introduction

122. The Committee welcomes the submission @fnitial report of Greece, which was in
general prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines. However, the Committee
regrets its late submission and the lack of carapive and disaggregated data in the report
concerning the status of implementatafrsome of the Covenant’s provisions.

123. The Committee notes with appreciation theeStatty’s comprehensive written replies to
its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/GRC/1), as welltls constructive dialogue with the delegation,
which included a number of representatives faifferent ministries with expertise on the
subjects relevant to thequisions of the Covenant.

B. Positive aspects

124. The Committee notes with appreciation thasdoordance with #cle 28, paragraph 1,
of the Greek Constitution, the Covenant tafescedence over any contrary provision of the
domestic law and that the Constitution, as rel/ise2001, guarantees a wide range of social
rights.

125. The Committee commends the State dartgstablishing, in 1998, the National
Commission for Human Rights, in accordance with the Paris Prinéipkesyell as the Office of
the Greek Ombudsman, whose powers cover thedieddonomic, social and cultural rights and
include the investigatioaf individual complaints.

126. The Committee welcomes the recent letfi@daamendments to ban discrimination, in
particular gender-basetiscrimination, in the employmesector, including the abolition of
quotas restricting access by women to police sshaiod recent Presidential decree placing the
burden of proof on the employer if an emmeycomplains aboutsiiriminatory practices.

127. The Committee welcomes the adoptiothefNational Action Plan for Social
Inclusion (2003-2005), which provides, intdimafor financial sipport of low-income
families, rent subsidiesnd interest-free loansrfthe purchase of houses.

128. The Committee notes with satisfaction that$tate party adopteke Integrated Action

Plan for the Social Integration of GreekrRa (2001-2008), which aims at improving the

housing situation of the Greek Roma and tkeinanced access to basic health services,

I.e. through the development of new, ane ithhprovement of existing, settlements, the
establishment of socio-medical centres in these settlements and the deployment of mobile healtt
units to encampments of the itinerant Roma paipan, especially in remote areas. The

Committee also welcomes the implementatiom¢esi2002, of a programme of housing loans for

the Roma, under which some 4,700 grants of 60,088se2ach have been granted to applicants.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

129. The Committee notes the absence of any ggniffactors or difficulties preventing the
effective implementation dhe Covenant in Greece.
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D. Principal subjects of concern

130. The Committee is concerned that there ig oné officialy recognized minority in
Greece, whereas there are othbnit groups seeking that status.

131. While acknowledging the State party’s efdd promote the social integration of
Greek Roma, the Committee remains deeply eored about the persemnt discrimination
against Roma people in the fields of housing,theahd education. It igarticularly concerned
about reported instances of polidelence against Roma, sweepingeats, and arbitrary raids of
Roma settlements by the police.

132. The Committee notes with concern that ennopsocial and cultural rights normally
also guaranteed to non-citizens, such asitjiet to non-discrimination or the right to free
education, are reserved to Greek eitig under the State party’s Constitution.

133. While appreciating the measures taken bythte party to ensure a legal framework to
promote gender equality, the Committee is comeerthat women are still underrepresented at
the decision-making level in the lg@cal, economic and academic fields.

134. The Committee is concerned about the biggmployment rate, especially affecting
women and young persons in rural areas.

135. The Committee is concerned that low megersons, the Romand documented and
undocumented immigrants and their families mayhave access tmcial services.

136. While noting that the State party hasldsthed the National Observatory on Violence
against Women, as well as two reception centres for victims of domestic violence in Athens and
Piraeus, the Committee expresses its concern about the high incidence of domestic violence anc
marital rape, which often remain unreporteddoltural reasons and the economic dependency

of wives on their husbands.

137. The Committee notes with concern that ptatsand sexual abuse of children seems to
occur at a relatively high rate.

138. The Committee expresses its concern abethitih numbers of afficked women and
children who are subjected to forced labour sexlial exploitation, and who are often deported
to their countries of origin rather than bgigranted a residence permit, reportedly in an
expeditious manner and without thecessary procedural safeguards.

139. The Committee is concerned that, accgrttininformation reeived, an alleged
approximate number of 5,800ikhien below the minimum working age of 15 years illegally
work in the streets.

140. The Committee regrets the ladflstatistical data on poverty and the absence of a poverty
line in Greece, which does not enable the Siatéy to define the extent of poverty and to
monitor and evaluate progi®in alleviating poverty.
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141. The Committee is gravely concerned almwmerous reports on the extrajudicial
demolition of dwellings and forced evictions of Roma from their settlements by municipal
authorities, often under the peat of construction projects for the 2004 Olympic Games, and
frequently without payment of adequate ce@mgation or provision of alternative housing.

142. The Committee is deeply concerned thatynRoma reportedly live in sub-standard
conditions, as their settlementdesf lack access to running watelectricity, sanitation and
other essential services.

143. The Committee regrets taksence of statistical data o txtent of homelessness in the
State party’s report.

144. While noting the State party’s effortgamvide basic preventive and mental health
services to the population of remote areasCibeamittee regrets that it did not receive adequate
information from the State party on the frequentgeployment of, or the number of persons
serviced by, the mobile health units servicinggtamt Roma or the mobile mental health units
providing basic psychological servicespersons living in remote areas.

145. The Committee notes with concern that theeStatty has one of the highest tobacco and
alcohol consumption rates in Eye, in particular, among minors.

146. The Committee regrets tha¢ tBtate party did not provide sufficient information on
health indicators or related naial benchmarks against whicletState party’s achievements in
specific areas of health could be measured.

147. The Committee regrets the laafikinformation on the results of the State party’s
vaccination campaigns and other preventeasures to combat hepatitis B and C.

148. The Committee is concerned that a higlcgr@age of Roma and Turkish-speaking
children are not enrolled in school, or drop owa aery early stage of their schooling. While it
is possible to receive bilingual instructionTiarkish and Greek at the two Muslim minority
secondary schools in Thrace, the Committee notesoeitbern that no such possibility exists at
the primary level or outside Thrace, and tim&mbers of other lguistic groups have no
possibility of learning their mother tongue at school.

149. The Committee regrets the lack of informatbn measures taken by the State party to
preserve, protect and promotenmiity languages and cultures.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

150. The Committee recommends that the Staty peomote awareness of the individual
entittements under the Covenamtd of the justiciable elementsaif rights contained therein as
defined in the Committee’s general commentsp@gnmembers of the legal professions, in
particular judges and attornews, well as among the general public.

151. The Committee urges the State party tonsicler its position with regard to the
recognition of other ethnic, religious or linguistignorities which may exist within its territory

in accordance with recognized international standards, and invites it to ratify the Framework
Convention for the Protection dfational Minorities, adopted ih995 by the Council of Europe.
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152. The Committee urges the State party to iny&tst reported instances of police violence
against the Roma and alleged arbitrary raidRaha settlements, and to bring perpetrators to
justice. It further recommends that the Stateypeontinue its efforts to train police officers on
international human rights standards and to raise awareness of the dimensions of discrimination
against the Roma among local authorities.

153. The Committee recommends that the Staty parmonize its relevant constitutional
provisions with its obligation to guarantee ttieg Covenant rights Wbe exercised without
discrimination, based on tlpgohibited grounds as enshrined in the Covenant.

154. The Committee encourages the State partykéoafiective measures to increase the level
of representation of women all decision-making levels.

155. The State party is requested to include inatd periodic repomipdated statistical data
on employment, disaggregated by age, genddrudman/rural region, as well as information on
the measures adopted to remedy aiggs in regional unemployment rates.

156. The Committee urges the State party to ereoess of disadvantd)and marginalized
persons and families to individual as well as collective social services. In this regard, the
Committee requests the State party to provide, in its next periodic report, disaggregated data on
the use of these services, so as to enable the Committee to assess what percentage of the
population effectively has access to and uses these services.

157. The Committee urges the State party to proagihcthe adoption oits draft legislation
criminalizing domestic violencend marital rape by introducirgpecific provisions into the

Criminal Code, to strengthen its assistance to victims of domestic violence and marital rape, for
example, by creating more guest houses anghtiececentres, to sensitize law enforcement and
medical personnel, as well as the public at large, to the criminal nature of such acts, and to
collect updated statistical data on the numbeticiims, perpetrators,onvictions and the types

of sanctions imposed, for inclusiontime State party’s second periodic report.

158. The Committee recommends that 8tate party remedy the lacksocial workers with a

view to improving its assistance to childrerfifeting from physical and sexual abuse, and

include in its next periodic report updated statistical data on the number of victims, perpetrators,
convictions and the tygeof sanctions imposed.

159. The Committee urges the State party torenmspect for the necessary procedural
safeguards when deporting victims of trafficking in persons, particularly when such victims are
children. The State party should also contiaod intensify its coopation with neighbouring
countries in combating trafficking in persopspvide medical, psychological and legal support

to such victims, and include dé&al information on these measuiasts second periodic report.

160. The Committee recommends that, in compkanith article 10 of the Covenant, the

State party institute criminal proceedings and take other effective measures against parents or
other persons who may be exploiting children below the minimum working age of 15 years
illegally working in the streets. The State gashould also take measures to ensure regular
school attendance by these children, as pexvfor by article 13 of the Covenant.
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161. The Committee requests the State partydadie in its secongderiodic report updated
statistical data on the extent of poverty in Geeand draws the State party’s attention to the
Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights’

162. The Committee urges the State party to entbatdorced evictionare carried out in
accordance with the guidelines definedhia Committee’s general comment No. 7 (1997), on
the right to adequate housing (article 11, papigrl, of the Covenant): forced evictions, and
that those affected have a right to adequatapensation for the loss of any property, both
personal and real, and are provided with adegakernative housing meeting their specific
cultural needs.

163. The State party is also requested twide, in its second p@dic report, detailed
information on the number of Roma evicted fromir homes, especially in the context of
the 2004 Olympic Games, and on any measukentt remedy illegadcts which may have
occurred in that regard.

164. The Committee urges the State party to tagasures towards providing for all the

Roma, including itinerant and ndbreek Roma, adequatéed affordable housing with legal

security of tenure, access to safe drinkingewaadequate sanitati, electricity and other

essential services, and meeting their specific cultural needs. The Committee recommends that
the State party ensure the participation ofMRaepresentatives in the assessment of the
Integrated Action Plan for the Social Inteijpa of Greek Roma and that it include, in its

second periodic report, information on the s effects of themplementation of the

Plan, as well as its applicability to non-GreekniRolegally residing within the State party’s
territory.

165. The Committee requests the State partgdoess the problem of homelessness, to
provide information on the progress achieved at tegard, and to include updated statistical
data on the number of homelesgple in Greece, disaggregated by gender, age, ethnicity and
urban/rural area, iits next report.

166. The Committee requests the State party to prawvide next reporadequate information

on the frequency of deployment of, and the nunadbg@ersons serviced by, the mobile health

units servicing itinerant Roma, and the mobile mental health units providing basic psychological
services to persons living in remote areas.

167. The Committee recommends that the Staty ptictly enfore the prohibition of
smoking in public areas and of the sale of stralegholic beverages tainors, adopt effective
measures against “subtle” formktobacco and alcohol advediment, in addition to existing
restrictions, and intensify its efforts in theld of anti-smoking education and information
campaigns.

168. The Committee invites the State party to identify disaggregated indicators on the right to
health and appropriate national benchmarks iniogldo such indicators, in accordance with the
Committee’s general comment No. 14 (2000) on the tmkhe highest attainable standard of
health (article 12 of the Covenant), and to inform the Committee on the process of identifying
such indicators and benchmarksts second periodic report.
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169. The State party is requested to providiermation on the results of the State party’s
vaccination campaigns and other preventive messto combat hepatitis B and C, and to
include the relevant data its second periodic report.

170. The Committee urges the State party to &dfextive measure® increase school
attendance by Roma and Turkish-speaking childnetyding at the secondary level, to ensure,
to the extent possible, that children belongmginority linguistic groups have an opportunity
to learn their mother tongue, including regiodallects, at school, and to ensure an adequate
staffing with teachers speciadid in multicultural education.

171. The State party is requested to include inatd periodic report information on measures
taken to preserve, protect gmamote minority languages andltures, which should not be
limited to the Muslim minority in Thrace.

172. The Committee requests the State partiigeeminate the present concluding
observations widely among all levels of society and to inform the Committee on all steps taken
to implement them in its next periodic repoltalso encourages the State party to engage
non-governmental organizationscaother members of civil society in the process of discussion
at the national level prior to thelsmission of its next periodic report.

173. The Committee further requests the Statty pa submit its second periodic report
by 30 June 20009.

KUWAIT

174. The Committee considered the initial repdtKuwait on the implementation of the
Covenant (E/1990/5/Add.57) at its 9th to lfibetings, held on 30 April and 3 May 2004, and
made public, at its 29th meeting, held on 14 May, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

175. The Committee welcomes the submission @fftial report of the State party, which

was in general prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines. However, the
information provided was not sufficient for the Committee to fully assess developments in the
status of implementation of most of the Coapt’s provisions. In particular, the Committee
regrets the lack of comparative and disaggregstiistical data and the lack of written replies

to its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/KUW/1/Rev.1).

176. The Committee welcomes the constructive diadowith the high-level delegation of the
State party, which included experts in thi#edent areas covered by the Covenant. The
Committee regrets that a number of questisase not answered to its satisfaction.

B. Positive aspects

177. The Committee notes with appreciation the wimleerage of freedalth care in the
State party.

178. The Committee welcomes the State party@sfin the field of education, and in
particular the high enrolment rates ofigiand women at alévels of education.
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179. The Committee welcomes and would like tceptthe invitation extended to it by the
State party’s delegation to visit Kuwait with a view to assisting the State party in implementing
its obligations under the Covenant, in tight of these concluding observations.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

180. The Committee takes note of the consequenfdbge war with Iraq in 1991 which have
affected the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights.

D. Principal subjects of concern

181. The Committee is concerned, as other humghits treaty bodies, about the lack of
clarity regarding the primacy of the Covenamér conflicting or contrdictory national laws,

and its direct applicability and justiciability in national courts. In this regard, the Committee
notes that there is no case law in Kiuvea the application of the Covenant.

182. The Committee notes with concern the resemsimd declarations that the State party
has made in respect of theovisions of articles 2, pagraph 2, 3, 8, paragraphd) énd 9 of the
Covenant.

183. The Committee notes the absence of a cdrepsive national plan of action on human
rights in accordance with paragraph 71 & Yienna Declarationral Programme of Actiofh.

184. While noting the existence, within tRational Assembly, of the Committee for the
Defence of Human Rights, the Committee expressewitsern about the lack of an independent
national human rights institution accordance with the Paris Principles.

185. The Committee on Economic, Social and QaltRights is concerned about the
continuing discrimination against thBitlun” due to the fact that they are denied the possibility
of becoming Kuwaiti nationals by the State party.

186. The Committee is concerned about discrimamatigainst migrant workers in the field of
economic, social and cultural rights.

187. Despite the various measures taken by thie $arty to improve the situation of women,

the Committee is concerned about the persistende pfre and de fagtdiscrimination against
women, particularly with regard to their paipiation in the political decision-making process,
especially in the Parliament, as well as in their enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights.

188. The Committee notes with concern the absehaeminimum wage in the private sector.
It is also concerned that the minimum wagéhie public sector is not applicable to non-Kuwaiti
citizens.

189. The Committee is deeply concerned aboutittiair terms of employment and working
conditions of migrant workers.

8 Adopted at the World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993 (A/CONF.157/24

(Part I), chap. 111).
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190. The Committee is also deeply concerned atheusituation of domestic workers, in
particular migrant workers who are excludedrrthe application of the Labour Code. These
workers are subjected to conditions not diskir to forced labour, are insufficiently

remunerated and are often unable to benefit from their right to rest. They are also sometimes
deprived of their freedom of movement because their passports are held by their employers.

191. The Committee notes with concern the limitatiork regard to the right to join trade
unions for non-national workers, and about theriaste legal limitations on the right to strike.

192. While noting that Kuwait has a sound social insurance scheme, the Committee is
concerned that it does not cover wadcidents and occupational diseases.

193. The Committee is concerned that non-Kuwaiti workers in Kuwait are excluded from the
social insurance scheme.

194. The Committee is concerned about the riginglence of trafficking in persons,
especially women and children, incladifor the purpose of domestic work.

195. The Committee is equally concerned abagiinkufficient information submitted by the
State party on children born out of wedlockdaemains unclear abotlteir legal status.

196. The Committee takes note witbncern of the statement deaby the delegation of

the State party that abortion is allowed onlyewtihe life of the mother is endangered. The
Committee is also concerned about the lack cbmprehensive sexual and reproductive health
programme in the State party.

197. The Committee is concerned about the ladhkadfstical informatn on the incidence of
sexually transmitted diseases, such as HIV/AIDS, in the State party.

198. The Committee is concerned that ages forisglon and completion of free compulsory
primary to intermediate educaii have not been clearly set.

199. The Committee is concerned that the Siatey does not provide free compulsory
education to non-Kuwaiti children asight enshrined in the Covenant.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

200. The Committee urges the State party to ertkateeconomic, social and cultural rights

are incorporated into domestic legislation and made justiciable. The Committee points out that,
irrespective of the system whereby international law is incorporated in the domestic legal order,
following ratification of an international instrument, the State party is under an obligation to
comply with it and to give it full effect in its domestic legal order. In this respect, it draws the
attention of the State party to the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (1998) on domestic
application of the Covenant.

201. The Committee encourages the State paxtgresider withdrawing reservations and
declarations entered upon the ratification of the @awein the light of the fact that they negate
the core purposes and objectives of the Covenant.
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202. The Committee recommends that the Statey prepare, iccordance with

paragraph 71 of the Vienna Declaration &ndgramme of Action, aomprehensive national

human rights plan of action, incorporating thev@uant’s provisions and taking into account the
observations made by the Committee. The Committee requests the State party to annex a copy
of the national human rights plan of action tosggond periodic report, and to explain how the

plan of action promotes and proteet®nomic, social and cultural rights.

203. The Committee recommends that the Staty patablish an independent national
human rights institution, in conformity with theri&Principles. It also recommends that the
mandate of such an institutiorclnde economic, social and cultural rights. In this regard, the
Committee recommends that the State party tsinical cooperation from the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

204. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party ensure that all persons in its territory,
including the Bidun”, enjoy economic, social and culturadints enshrined in the Covenant and
expedite their acquisition of Kuwaiti nationality when possible. Furthermore, the Committee
requests that the State party provide it wiigtailed information on the situation of tH&idun”

in its next periodic report.

205. The Committee recommends ttheg State party provide tlsame treatment to migrant
workers as to Kuwaiti citizens. It further reconmde that the State party consider ratifying the
International Convention on thed®ection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of Their Families.

206. The Committee urges the State party to contmtike allhecessary measures to grant
women the right to vote. The Committee also urges that the State party harmonize its domestic
legislation with the principlesnal provisions of the Covenant witgard to the law on personal
status and the Civil Code so as to abolish bffiees with regard taghts and responsibilities
between women and men andatthieve full gender equality.

207. The Committee urges the State party to ksktaéd minimum wage in the private sector
that will enable workers and their families, esjally non-Kuwaiti citizens, to enjoy a decent
standard of living. The Committee also recommehdsthe minimum wage in the public sector
should apply without discrimination to batuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti citizens. The Committee
recommends that the State party ratify ICOnvention No. 131 (1970) concerning Minimum
Wage Fixing, with Special Reference to Developing Countries.

208. The Committee urges the State party to téfeetere measures to improve the terms of
employment and the working conditions of migrewatrkers, inter alia, by strengthening the
financial and human resourcestioé labour inspectorate in order to ensure that employers who
fail to observe the terms of employment dmel safety regulations are sanctioned. The
Committee recommends that the State party riti®y Conventions Nos. 122 (1964) concerning
Employment Policy and 174 (1993) concerning Brevention of Major Industrial Accidents.

209. The Committee urges the State party to tHkmasible steps to ensure that the Labour
Code is adopted and implemedtwithout further delay.
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210. The Committee recommends ttregt State party include tiseibject of domestic workers

in the Labour Code and undertake all the necggaaasures to eliminate practices amounting to
forced labour. The Committee also recommendsttiose who violat@bour legislation be
sanctioned and that the victims of such violations be compensated.

211. The Committee strongly recommends thaStage party liberalize the limitations on the
right to strike and extend the right to join trade unions to all workers, including migrant workers,
in line with article8 of the Covenant.

212. The Committee encourages the State paeytend social insurance to cover work
accidents and occupational diseases.

213. The Committee urges the State party tdicoa to carry out studies and undertake
measures to ensure that soamlurance benefigre accorded to non-Kuwaiti workers so that
they are put on a fair and equal footing with Kuwaiti workers with regard to the right to social
security. In this regard, the Committee eneges the State party to ratify ILO Convention

No. 102 (1952) concerning Minimum Standards of Social Security.

214. The Committee recommends tthed State party take effidee measures to combat

trafficking in persons, especially in womemdachildren, by ensuring, inter alia, that those
responsible for trafficking are prosecuted, émdatify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress

and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Esfally Women and Children, supplementing

the United Nations Convention against Tsaational Organized Crime. The Committee
recommends that the State party establish sugporices for victims of trafficking and take

steps to sensitize law enforcemefftcials and the general public to the gravity of this issue.

The Committee requests the State party in its next periodic report to report on the progress mads
in this regard.

215. The Committee urges the State party to erthateall children, including children born
out of wedlock, are granted the same rights. The Committee requests the State party to provide
in its next periodic report dated information on the status ohildren born out of wedlock.

216. The Committee recommends ttheg State party’s legislatm on abortion include other
motives for performing legal abortion with a&w to preventing illegal abortion. The Committee
also recommends that the State party devalopmprehensive sexual and reproductive health
programme and report back to the Committee on this issue in its next periodic report.

217. The Committee recommends that the Staty peovide in its next periodic report
information on the incidence of sexually transmitted diseases in the State party.

218. The Committee recommends that the Statey set ages for admission to, and
completion of, free compulsory primary to intexdiate education. In this regard, it refers

the State party to the Committee’s generahoeents Nos. 11 (1999) on plans of action for
primary education f#icle 14 of the Covenant) and 13 (199®)the right to education (article 13
of the Covenant).
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219. The Committee urges the State party to aith@phecessary measures to ensure that
non-Kuwaiti children living in Kuwa have access to free compaoty education as a right
enshrined in the Covenant. In this regard, the Committee recommends that the State party
provide in its next periodiceport disaggregated data.

220. The Committee also recommends that thes Sttty improve human rights education
and training programmes in such a way as susnbetter knowledge, aneness and application
of the Covenant among the judiciary, thgistature and other actors responsible for the
implementation othe Covenant.

221. The Committee requests the State partiitseeminate the present concluding

observations widely at all levels of the societyl, in particular, among State officials, the
judiciary and the legislature and to inform the Committee, in its next periodic report, of all steps
taken to implement them.

222. The Committee also encourages tlaeSparty to engage non-governmental
organizations and other membersivil society in the process discussion at the national level
prior to the submission of its second periodic report.

223. Finally, the Committee requests the Spatiey to submit its second periodic report
by 30 June 2009.

SPAIN

224. The Committee considered the fourth periogjport of Spain on the implementation of
the Covenant (E/C.12/4/Add.11) at its 12tH.tdh meetings, held on 3 and 4 May 2004, and
made public, at its 29th meeting, held on 14 May, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

225. The Committee welcomes the fourth perigdjmort of the State party, which was

prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines. It also appreciates the comprehensive
written replies to the list of issues (E/C.12/QHE2) and the additionalritten material made
available to it during the dialogue.

226. The Committee welcomes the open and coctste dialogue with the high-level
delegation of the State party, which inclugegberts in the various areas covered by the
Covenant.

B. Positive aspects

227. The Committee welcomes the adoption andampntation of a number of measures
aimed at strengthening the protection of economic, social and cultural rights in the State party,
including the Plan for the Equality of Oppanities between Womeand Men (2003-2006), the
creation of the General Secretariat for Equal Opportunities Policy, the establishment of the
Ministry of Housing, the establishment withilme Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of a

new office to address the issues of migrantkes and the adoption of the Second National Plan
of Action for Social Inclusion (2003-2005), whiclclades, inter alia, initiaves to improve the
situation of Roma (Gypsy) populations.
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228. The Committee notes with appreciation the messtaken to combat domestic violence.
In particular, it welcomes the enactmehtAct No. 27/2003 of 31 July 2003, regulating
protection orders and providing for various forafisssistance to victims of domestic violence,
and the setting up of a committee to monitor the implementation of the Act.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

229. The Committee notes the absence of any gigniffactors or difficulties preventing the
effective implementation dhe Covenant in Spain.

D. Principal subjectsof concern

230. While noting that undocumented immigrantsdiasgj in the State party enjoy a number
of fundamental rights and freedoms, includingrilgat to basic social services, health care and
education, on the condition that they registéh their local municipality, the Committee
remains concerned about thegarious situation of the large number of those undocumented
immigrants who only enjoy a limited protectiontb&ir economic, social and cultural rights.

231. The Committee is concerned that the rise in the number of immigrants arriving in
the State party over the last years has la@eompanied by negative and hostile attitudes
towards foreigners and the occurrence of xenophobic incidents.

232. The Committee is concerned that, in spithefexistence of a range of programmes

at the national and regional levels aimed at improving the situation of the Roma (Gypsy)
population, including the Second National Pla\ofion for Social Inclusion (2003-2005) and
the Gypsy Development Programme, the Roma remain in a vulnerable and marginalized
situation in the State party, especially witgaed to employment, housing, health and education.

233.  While the Committee takes note of the Spatrty’s commitment to raising the level of
official development assistaa from the current 0.25 per cent of GNP to 0.5 per cent by 2008, it
expresses concern that the level of developmssistance still falls short of the United Nations
target of 0.7 per cent of GNP.

234. While appreciating the measures taken byStiate party to promote gender equality,
notably under the Plan for the Equality@pportunities between Wieen and Men (2003-2006),
the Committee remains concerndmbat the persistent gender inequalities in the State party,
particularly with regard to waen'’s participatn in decision-making and in the labour market.

235. The Committee is concerned tha kvel of unemployment remains

high (11.3 per cent), particularly amoygung people and women (15.7 per cent as

compared to 8.1 per cent among men). The raghof long-term unemployment, particularly
affecting persons above the age of 40, uneympént among the Roma, well above the national
average, and significant regional disparitresnemployment, ranging from 5.23 per cent in
Navarra to 20.19 per cent in Andalucia (data for 2002), are also causes of concern.

236. The Committee is concerned about the piaeasituation of the large number of
persons employed under short-term temporangracts (around 30 per cent of the total number
of wage earners).
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237. The Committee is concerned about the highbmuraf occupationalaeidents in the State
party, and that the number of accidents haseimsed by more than 50 per cent between 1996
and 2002. It notes that the incidence ofupational accidents is highest among workers on
temporary contracts.

238. The Committee expresses concern about timerable situation of domestic workers, a
majority of whom are immigrants.

239. The Committee expresses concern abouatkeof sufficient information on the
problem of trafficking of persons to the Stataty for sexual exploitation and on the measures
taken in this respect by it.

240. While recognizing the measures taken to @rdbmestic violence ithe State party, the
Committee expresses its concern about the risumgber of fatal cases of domestic violence and
of the persistent high number of complailoidged by women for ill-treatment at the hands of
their spouses or partners.

241. The Committee notes with concern rembiteidences where unaccompanied minors
arriving in the State party have not bedforded adequate astance and protection.

242. While noting that the National Plan of Astifor Social Inclusion aims at combating
poverty and at integrating the most disadvantagetimarginalized groups into society as a
whole, the Committee regrets the lack of datahe number and condition of persons living in
poverty in the State party.

243. The Committee is concerned about the grgwhoblem of homelessness in the State
party, as described in its fourth periodéport (E/C.12/4/Add.11, para. 386), and of people
affected by forced evictions.

244. The Committee is concerned about the dwtging conditions of housing in the State
party, as described in its periodic report (ibghra. 388), and about the lack of social housing.

245. The Committee is concerned about the hlgtrtion rate among adolescent women aged
between 15 and 19 years (13.89 per cent in 2001).

246. The Committee is concerned about the highohdrug and alcohol abuse and tobacco
smoking in the State party, particularly among young persons.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

247. The Committee urges the State party to tadasores to ensure the effective protection

of fundamental economic, social atutural rights of all personssling within its territory, in
accordance with article 2, paragraph 2, of the Covenant. It further encourages the State party to
promote the legalization of undocented immigrants so as to enable them to enjoy fully their
economic, social and cultural rights.

248. The Committee recommends ttheg State party continue toonitor closely and to
combat incidences of racism and xenophodnal continue to pmote intercultural
understanding and tolerance among all groups in society.
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249. The Committee encourages the State padgritnue and strengthen its efforts to

address the situation of the iRa population, increasing at tekeme time the involvement of

Roma associations in the planning and implementation of such programmes. The Committee
requests the State party, in its next periodmort, to provide information on the difficulties
encountered in implementing these programarason the progress achieved therein. The
Committee also requests in this respect additional information on the coordination and sharing o
competencies and managemespansibilities, between the diffamt levels of administration

(State, Autonomous Communitiaad local administration).

250. The Committee encourages the State partyctease gradually the level of its official
development assistance to reach the United Nataogst of 0.7 per cent of GNP and to ensure
that its internationalaoperation contributes to the realipatiof the rights recognized in the
Covenant.

251. The Committee recommends that the Statey take measures to ensure the
effective implementation of the Plan foetkquality of Opportuties between Women and
Men (2003-2006) and report on thegress made in this regardits next periodic report.

252. The Committee recommends ttheg State party continue strengthening programmes to
reduce unemployment, targeting the most affecégibns and groups. It also recommends that
the State party take further measures to make it easier for women to reconcile work and family
life. The Committee encourages, in this regtrd,State party to improve childcare facilities for
children under the age of 3.

253. The Committee urges the State party tdoese measures to reduce the proportion of
workers on temporary contracts, including strengthening incentives for employers to offer their
employees open-ended contracts.

254. The Committee urges the State party to téfkeetere measures tprevent accidents in
the workplace, including by strengthening the labour inspectorate in order to ensure that
employers who fail to observefsty regulations are sanctioned.

255. The Committee urges the State party to téfkeetere measures tinprove the protection
of domestic workers, so as to bring the riginsl benefits afforded to domestic workers in line
with those afforded to other workers.

256. The Committee requests that the State paotyigw, in its fifth peiodic report, detailed
information on the problem of trafficking andramercial sexual exploit@n of persons in the
State party and on measures tak@tackle these problems.

257. The Committee recommends that 8tate party intensify iefforts to combat domestic
violence and requests information on achiegats and difficulties encountered in the
implementation of Act No. 22003 regulating protection ordeie victims of domestic
violence.

258. The Committee requests the State partydeige information on the results of the
experimental programmessigned to prevent, detect and allaction to be taken in situations
of child abuse which are being implemented joibythe Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
and the Autonomous Communities.
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259. While noting the explanation of the Stagety that the problem of unaccompanied
minors has been solved by a Memorandurdmderstanding between the State party and
Morocco, the Committee requests the State party to provide more information on this matter
In its next periodic report.

260. The Committee calls upon the State party togthen its efforts to combat poverty and
social exclusion and to develop a mechanisrmfeasuring the poverty level and to monitor it
closely. In this respect, it refers the State party to the Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the
International Covenant on Ecanméx, Social and Cultural Righfs The Committee requests that

the State party provide, in its next periodipod, disaggregated amomparative data on the

number of people living in poverty and on progressde in reducing the incidence of poverty.

261. The Committee calls upon the State party togthen its efforts under the National Plan

of Action for Social Inclusion to provide assiste to homeless persons and to undertake a study
on the problem of homelessness so as to acgumrere accurate picture of the problem and its
root causes. It also requests the State pagpiyode disaggregated and comparative data on the
number of people affected by forced evictions, Enensure that any forced evictions carried out
comply with the guidelines set out iretiCommittee’s general comment No. 7 (1997) on the

right to adequate housing (article 11, parpgra, of the Covenant): forced evictions.

262. The Committee recommends ttregt State party take rematlaction to improve the
conditions of housing and provide more housingsyimousing facilities, crets and subsidies to
low-income families andisadvantaged and marginalized groups, in line with the Committee’s
general comment No. 4 (1991) on the right tocadée housing (article 1paragraph 1, of the
Covenant).

263. The Committee recommends that the Staty pzonitor closely the incidence of
abortions among adolescent wanmand adopt necessary measures, legislative or otherwise,
to address this problem, including by mgéying specific programmes on sexual and
reproductive health among adolescent womed,mavide information on this subject of
concern in its next periodic report.

264. The Committee recommends ttheg State party ensure teective implementation of
programmes to prevent drug consumption, tobatooking and alcoholism, and to report back
to the Committee on this issue in its next periodic report.

265. The Committee requests the State partiiseeminate the present concluding
observations widely among all levels of societyd in particular, among State officials and the
judiciary, and to inform the Committee on all steps taken to implement them in its next periodic
report. It also encourages the State pargnigage non-governmental organizations and other
members of civil society in the process of d&sian at the national level prior to the submission
of its fifth periodic report.

266. Finally, the Committee requests the Spatiey to submit its fifth periodic report
by 30 June 20009.
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ECUADOR

267. The Committee considered the second periegiort of Ecuador on the implementation
of the Covenant (E/1990/6/Add.36) at its 1&iH 7th meetings, held on 5 and 6 May 2004, and
made public, at its 29th meeting held on 14 May, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

268. The Committee welcomes the submissiothefsecond periodic report of the State
party, which was in general prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines.
The Committee regrets, however, the late submission of the written replies to the list of
issues (E/C.12/Q/EQU/1), which impeded its &flity in the other working languages of
the Committee.

269. The Committee welcomes the open and coristeudialogue with the members of the
high-level delegation of the State party.

B. Positive aspects

270. The Committee notes with appreciation thatnew Constitution of Ecuador, adopted

in 1998, declares that the State party is a muitical and multi-ethnic State, and it incorporates
a wide range of human rights, including a tneémof economic, social and cultural rights
enshrined in the Covenant.

271. The Committee notes with satisfaction ttepion of the National Human Rights Plan

and it welcomes the establishment in 199&efOmbudsman’s Office for the promotion and
protection of human rights. The Committee also welcomes the important role the State party ha:
played in the adoption of the Andean Charterti@ Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

272. The Committee takes note withisaction of the ratification by the State party of the
Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Boment and Eradication of Violence against
Women, as well as the adoption of legislation and creation of institutions and plans to combat
discrimination against women, such as the Law ag¥fio¢¢nce towards Women and the
Family of 1995, the Law for the Protection of Womat Work of 1997, the Equal Opportunity
Plan and the establishment oé tNational Council for Women in 1997.

273. The Committee notes with appreciatiom tboperation between the State party,

and especially the working group of theeirMinisterial Human Rights Committee on the
elaboration of reports to thénited Nations human rights treaty bodies, and the United Nations
country team in Ecuador and the Latin Anean regional office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

274. The Committee takes note that Ecuadoréeently experienced a range of natural
disasters such as the El Nifio phenomenon, winsie negatively affeet the implementation
of the rights guaranteed in the Covenant.
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275. The Committee takes note that tructural adjustment polkes in the State party have
negatively affected the enjoyment of economagial and cultural rights by the population,
particularly the disadvaaged and marginalized groups of society. It especially notes the high
percentage of the annual natibhadget (around 40 per cent) allocatedoreign debt servicing
that seriously limits the resources available for the achievement of effective enjoyment of
economic, social and cultural rights.

D. Principal subjects of concern

276. The Committee is concerned about the ¢tdekhdependence of the judiciary and the
alleged human rights abuses committed by the judiciary.

277. The Committee is concerned that, despdddfal framework in place and the growing
influence of indigenous grassroots commugityups, indigenous people continue to suffer
discrimination, particularly wh regard to employment, housing, health and education.

278. The Committee is concerned that, althoughGbanstitution recognizes the rights of
indigenous communities to hold property commilynand to be condted before natural

resources are exploited in community territortegse rights have regretfully not been fully
implemented in practice. The Committee is deeply concerned that natural extracting concession
have been granted to international companies without the full consent of the communities
concerned. The Committee is also concerned about the negative health and environmental
impacts of the activities of natural resource exingccompanies at the expense of the exercise

of land and culture rights of the affected indigenous communities and the equilibrium of the
ecosystem.

279. The Committee is deeply concerned about the de facto discrimination against the
Afro-Ecuadorian population inllsspheres of life. The Commée regrets that insufficient
information was provided with regard to tipigrticular group in the State party’s report.

280. The Committee is deeply concerned abouhidpe percentage of people with disabilities
in the State party. While noting with appreciatiba recent legislation that promotes the rights
of people with disabilities, rluding access to education, gloyment, transportation, and
communication, the Committee regrets that icfice the State pgrhas allocated few
resources to ensure access to these services.

281. The Committee expresses its concern abowtgtiacto inequality that exists between

men and women in Ecuadorian society despite legislative guarantees of equality, owing to the
perpetuation of traditional stereotypes and the tddknplementation of legislative guarantees

of equality. Such inequality is reflected in goal wages for equal work, the high percentage of
illiteracy amongst women particularly in rural asethe low level of representation of women in
public service and administrati, and limited access to credlitpfessional work and skilled

trades. The Committee is also concerned that insufficient resources are allocated to programme
that aim at eliminating geler-based discrimination.

282. The Committee is concerned about the piyicentage of unemployment in the State
party and the size of its informal economy.
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283. The Committee is particulartpncerned that the minimum gais not sufficient to
provide a decent living for workers and their families and that in practice such a minimum wage
is not always paid.

284. The Committee is concerned about the ingefit enforcement dfealth and safety
regulations for workers in the State party, patady in small minesrd in banana plantations,
and about the high number ofcapational accidents. The @mittee is also concerned that
labour inspections are not carried owgukarly, especially in rural areas.

285. The Committee is concerned that the Labadedn the State party limits, to a required
minimum of 30 workers, the right to set up a &rachion section or a $taassociation designed

to create a labour union section. The Committeleéply concerned about the wide extent of
temporary contracts and subc@ating, and of the obstacles these phenomena have created to
the exercise of workers’ trade union rights. The Committee also regrets the limitations to the
right to strike contained ithe Ecuadorian Labour Code.

286. The Committee is concerned about the savaderfunding of the E@dorian Institute of
Social Security, which has a negative impact engérsonal and materiebverage provided by
the social security system.

287. The Committee is concerned that only a lichgercentage of éhEcuadorian population
is entitled to social security benefits, especially to sickness and maternity insurance.

288. The Committee, while recognizing the effaftishe State party towards combating child
labour, deplores the practice of child labour ia 8tate party, espedin agriculture and
domestic work.

289. The Committee is deeply concerned abimeihigh incidence of sexual abuse,
prostitution of girls and boys under the agd.8fin urban areas, exploitation of children
and the lack of a comprehensive strategy to address these problems.

290. The Committee is concerned about traffickmminors, especially indigenous minors.

291. The Committee is concerned that domestieuice is widespread and does not constitute
a criminal offence in the State party. The Committee is also concerned by the narrow definition
of rape as a criminal offence in the Ecuadorian Criminal Code.

292. The Committee is deeply concerned abaip#rsistent and growing level of poverty
in the State party, affecting primarily wen, children, indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian
communities.

293. The Committee is concerned about the poasing conditions, the considerable housing
shortage and the absence of effective meastar provide social housing for low-income
families and the disadvantagadd marginalized groups.

294. The Committee is concerned that, despitedhstitutional guarantees of the right of the
indigenous people to own property communadlhg State party does not provide effective
protection for the indigenous people agafsted evictions from their ancestral lands.
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295. The Committee is concerned about the loverage, quality and insufficient financial
resources available to the health system. The Committee notes that, despite improvements, the
maternal mortality rate remains high. The Committee expresses concern about the increasingly
high rate of teenage pregnancies.

296. The Committee is concerned about the enjoyofethie right to health by all people in
the State party and particularly withgard to access to generic medicine.

297. The Committee is concerned about the g of illiteracy andgchool dropouts in the
State party. The Committee is paumlarly concerned ithis regard about the situation of young
girls and of indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children.

298. The Committee is concerned that, despéeettistence of schools and universities where
indigenous languages are taught, major intbges languages, particularly Quechua, are
gradually disappearing.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

299. The Committee urges the State party to takeediate and approjpte measures to
ensure the independence and integrity of the judicitiralso requires the State party to provide
detailed information in its nexteriodic report with regard to court cases that deal with
economic, social and cultural rights.

300. The Committee recommends ttiet State party take effidee and practical steps to
ensure better protection of indigenous peopleragaiiscrimination in many fields, especially
with regard to employment, housing, health addcation. It also requests that the State party
include in the next periodic report informaion the impact of programmes aimed to ensure
economic, social and cultural rights to indigenpasple and data regarding any progress made
in this respect.

301. The Committee strongly urges the State pargnsure that indigeus people participate

in decisions affecting their lives. The Committee particularly requests that the State party
consult and seek the consent of the indigenoaplpeoncerned prior tine implementation of
natural resource-extracting projects and on public policy affecting them, in accordance with ILO
Convention No. 169 (1989) concerning Indigenaog @ribal Peoples in Independent Countries.
The Committee strongly recommends that the State party implement legislative and
administrative measures to avoid violationgiaysnational companies of environmental laws

and rights.

302. The Committee urges the State party teeciate immediate steps to ensure equal
opportunities for Afro-Ecuadoriangarticularly with regard temployment, housing, health and
education and to provid#etailed information in its thirderiodic report on progress achieved.

303. The Committee urges the State party to can@search on the possible reasons for the
high disability rate and provide detailed information in its third periodic report with respect to
such causes as well as the progress madestoeethe fulfilment of the economic, social and
cultural rights of people with disabilities.
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304. The Committee urges the State party to aalbptfective measures to ensure equality
between men and women in ablfis of life as provided fan article 2, paragraph 2, and

article 3 of the Covenant, including through implmnting the principle of equal pay for work of
equal value as provided for inetl€ovenant, increasing the lewelrepresentation of women in

public services and reducing the wage gap between men and women. The Committee requests
the State party to provide detailed information on the progress made on gender discrimination
issues in its third periodic report.

305. The Committee urges the State party to ¢dlextive steps to tkice the unemployment
rate as well as the percentagenfployment in its informal economy.

306. The Committee urges the State party to tak@dtessary measuiaorder to ensure
that the minimum wage enables workers and their families to enjoy an adequate standard of
living and that the minimum wage standard is effectively enforced.

307. The Committee urges the State party to erthatets existing legislation in respect of
the occupational health and safefyworkers is fully implementednd that the labour inspection
system is strengthened. The Committee also uhgeState party to adopt measures to protect
workers from occupational hazards resulting from the use of toxic and other dangerous
substances in the banana-growing and small mine sectors.

308. The Committee urges the State party to iakeediate legislativer other measures
necessary to ensure that all workers, including the subcontracted and temporary ones, are able
exercise their trade union rights.

309. The Committee urges the State party to sitlgproblem of the debt owed to the
Equatorian Institute of Social Security so as to allow it to perform its task of ensuring adequate
security coverage and paymentsotial benefits. The Committee also urges the State party to
strengthen the role of social security inspmtiito combat fraud, for example by employers who
do not pay social security coiftutions for their employees.

310. The Committee urges the State party to iseréae coverage of the social security
system, especially for self-employed workers and women.

311. The Committee calls upon the State pargyrtwide in its next periodic report
information on the impact of the fund setwmpder the Programme for the Development of
Ecuadorian Migrants and theirmadies in improving the living coritions of these families. The
Committee also encourages the State pariypdement the recommeniiians made in 2001 by
the Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants.

312. The Committee urges the State party to tdleffactive measures to ensure that the
Family Code is adopted and implembed without any further delay.

313. The Committee strongly urges the State gartstke all possible measures, legislative

and otherwise to address effectively the p&aisproblem of childabour, particularly in
agriculture and domestic work.
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314. The Committee urges the State party to adtinesssues of sexual abuse, prostitution of
girls and boys and exploitation of children bypting a comprehensive strategy to address these
problems. The Committee requests the State party to provide information on the progress made
in this regard in the next periodic report.

315. The Committee urges the State party to tHkbeaappropriate measures to combat the
problem of trafficking in minors, including celtting relevant datand statistics and conducting
a thorough study on this issue. The Committgeests the State party to report back on the
measures taken and progreszde in this regard in its third periodic report.

316. The Committee urges the State party to ¢dfextive neasures to combat domestic
violence, including through the effective application of the existing laws and awareness-raising
campaigns. It also strongly urges the State party to amend its Criminal Code with the view to
redefining the crime of rape teflect international standardad to protect women and children.

317. The Committee encourages the State partyeasify its efforts and activities to combat
poverty, including the setting up of an anti-povestyategy to improve the living conditions of
disadvantaged and marginalized groups anddwige information in the next periodic report on
any progress made. In this regard, it refers the State party to the Committee’s Statement on
Poverty and the International CovenantEconomic, Social and Cultural Rigfts.

318. The Committee urges the State party to takbakhppropriate measures to deal with the
problem of homelessness, to ensure accessusing credit and subsidies for low-income
families, disadvantaged and maxa@ized groups and to impve the water and sanitation
facilities of existing housing units.

319. The Committee calls upon the State party torertbat indigenous pple are effectively
protected from forced evictions from thaimcestral lands and that they are properly
compensated, should such evictions take platéhis regard, the Committee brings to the State
party’s attention its general @onent No. 7 (1997) on the right &mlequate housing (article 11,
paragraph 1, of the Covenant): forced evictiand requests that dééal information on this
iIssue be included in its next periodic report.

320. The Committee urges the State party to allachigher percentage of GDP to the health
sector. The Committee also recommends the State party to continue with its prevention and car:
efforts in the field of health by providing sexwald reproductive healthrs&ces, particularly to
women and young people.

321. The Committee strongly urges the State gartpnduct an assessment of the effect of
international trade rules on the right to health for all and to make extensive use of the flexibility
clauses permitted in the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) in order to eesaccess to generic medicine and more broadly
the enjoyment of the right to health for everyone in Ecuador.

322. The Committee strongly recommends thatState party’s obligations under the
Covenant should be taken into agot in all aspects of its nefgations with the international
financial institutions and other regional trade agreements to ensure that economic, social and
cultural rights, particularly of the mostsdidvantaged and marginalized groups, are not
undermined.
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323. The Committee urges the State party to sdlgossible measures to combat illiteracy,
particularly amongst the most disadvantaged marginalized groups. The Committee requests
that the State party provide information in thetrigeriodic report on the measures taken to this
end and the results obtained.

324. The Committee urges the State party to #dlgossible measures to ensure that
indigenous languages are bettastpcted and that the teachingtioése languages in schools is
increased as an important part of the enjoyroétite right to culture of the indigenous people.

325. The Committee recommends tthed State party take actiom ensure that all the
Covenant rights are effectively upheld and ttaicrete remedies, judadior otherwise, are
provided to those whose economic, social and cultiglats are infringed, especially in relation
to the disadvantaged and marginalized groupghis regard, the Committee draws the attention
of the State party to its genrad comment No. 9 (1998) on domesdigplication of the Covenant.

326. The Committee recommends that the Staty paovide the Ombudsman’s Office with
appropriate and adequateans to continue to carry atg¢ mandate, including protection of
economic, social and cultural rights, in accordance with the Paris PrinCiples.

327. The Committee recommends that the $tatey improve human rights training

programmes in such a way as to ensure blettewledge, awareness and application of the
Covenant and other inteational human rights instruments,particular among the judiciary,
law enforcement officials andlur actors responsible for theplementation othe Covenant.

328. The Committee requests that the State paotyide informatioron the implementation

of the present concluding observations in its third periodic report. The Committee also requests
the State party to disseminate the present concluiagrvations widely tall levels of society

and, in particular, among State oféils, the judiciary and civil sogfy organizations in general.

The Committee particularly encourages 8tate party to involve non-governmental

organizations and other members of the civil sgdiethe preparation of its next periodic report.

329. The Committee requests the State garsubmit its third periodic report
by 30 June 2009.

Thirty-third session
MALTA

330. The Committee considered the initial repdMlalta on the implementation of the
Covenant (E/1990/5/Add.58) at its 32nd to 38reletings, held on 9 November 2004, and made
public, at its 56th meeting, held on 26 Nowwer, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

331. The Committee welcomes the submission @friftial report of the State party, which
was prepared in conformity with the Comredts guidelines. It also appreciates the
comprehensive written repliestire list of issues (E/C.12/Q/MLT/1) and welcomes the frank
and constructive dialogue with the high+l delegation of the State party.
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B. Positive aspects

332. The Committee notes with appreciation the diviigh level of protection afforded to
economic, social and cultural rights in the Sfaety and its continuing efforts to improve the
protection of these rights.

333. The Committee welcomes the elaborationmifimber of national action plans, such as
the National Action Plan for Employment an@ tNational Action Plan on Poverty and Social
Exclusion 2004-2006, aiming at improving the pratatof economic, social and cultural rights.

334. The Committee welcomes the EqualityNMen and Women Act, 2003 and the setting up
of the National Commission for the Protion of Equality for Men and Women.

335. The Committee welcomes the establishmétite National Commission Persons with
Disability in 1987 and the enactment in 200Qhe# Equal Opportunities (Persons with
Disability) Act.

336. The Committee welcomes the establishment in 1995 of the Office of the Ombudsman.
C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

337. The Committee notes the absence of any ggniffactors or difficulties impeding the
effective implementation of theovenant in the State party.

D. Principal subjectsof concern

338. The Committee notes the general difficultpgsessing progresstime implementation
of Covenant rights owing to a lack in the infaation provided by the State party of comparative
and disaggregated data.

339. The Committee regrets that tbevenant has not been incorpted into domestic law
and therefore cannot be directhwoked before the domestic courts.

340. The Committee is concerned that persistelttiral stereotypes of the role of women
negatively affect the equal enjoyment of rights by both men and women. The Committee notes
with concern in this regard that women remiangely underrepresented in public service and

that there are no female judges in the State party.

341. The Committee notes with concern the trengisaig youth unemployment rates and the
rise in long-term unemployment.

342. While noting the measures taken by the i@ty to promote the rights of persons with
disabilities, the Committee is conoed about the lack of incentives for employers to hire such
persons.

343. The Committee is concerned that the pagton of women in the labour market
remains very low. It also notes with concéra significant gap between the wages of men and
women and the very low representatiomaimnen in senior management positions.
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344. The Committee is concerned that it is difficult for women to balance employment

and family responsibilities in the State parijoreover, the Committee notes with concern that
certain measures introduced, including more flexible parental leave schemes, are mainly aimed
at women working in the public service and do not apply to women working in the private
sector.

345. The Committee notes with concern the highlmemof industrial accidents in the State
party.

346. The Committee is concerned that the Indugadations Act unduly restricts the right to
strike by providing for a compulsory arbiti@n procedure in industrial labour disputes.

347. The Committee notes with concern thatStete party has not ratified a number of
international labour corantions in the area of labour righand social security, including

ILO Conventions No. 102 (1952) concerning Mnum Standards of Social Security, No. 117
(1962) concerning Basic Ainand Standards of Social PglidNo. 118 (1962) concerning
Equality of Treatment of Natiofaand Non-Nationals in Social Security and No. 122 (1964)
concerning Employment Policy.

348. While noting that various forms of asargte are provided to victims of domestic
violence, the Committee is concerned that domestic violence is currently not defined in law as a
specific crime, which makes it more difficult for victims of violence to claim their rights.

349. The Committee notes with concern thatidction made beteen “legitimate” and
“illegitimate” children in the Civil Code of the State party and the fact that children born out of
wedlock do not have the same tigllas children born in wedlock.

350. The Committee expresses its concern at tagvay low age of criminal responsibility
in the State party.

351. While corporal punishmeist prohibited in schools and other institutions, the Committee
notes that corporal punishment within the famitythe form of “reasonable chastisement”, is
not prohibited by law.

352. The Committee observes with concern that aboisiillegal in all cases under the law of
the State party.

353. The Committee is concerned at the lack of alexind reproductive hiéh-care services in
the State party.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

354. The Committee recommends that the Staty paovide in its next periodic report
comparative and disaggregated data, which would allow the Committee to assess progress in th:
implementation of th€ovenant and, in particular, teguation of disadvantaged and

marginalized groups in society.

355. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party reconsider thmatter of incorporation of
the Covenant into domestic law. The Committee points out that, irrespective of the system
through which international law is incorporatedhie domestic legal order, following ratification
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of an international instrument, the State partynder an obligation to comply with it and to give
it full effect in its domestic legal order. Inistrespect, the Committee draws the attention of the
State party to the Committee’s general comnimt9 (1998) on domestic application of the
Covenant.

356. The Committee encourages the State panythdraw its declaration made upon
ratification under articld 3 of the Covenant.

357. The Committee encourages the State paggtblish an indepdent national human
rights institution, in accordance with the Paris Principlesmndated with & protection and
promotion of all human rights, includiregonomic, social and cultural rights.

358. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party further strength efforts to raise public
awareness about gender equality, includiggroviding the National Commission for the
Promotion of Equality for Men and Womertivadequate support, and report on results
obtained in its next periodic report.

359. The Committee recommends ttiet State party strengthen measures to tackle the
problem of long-term unemploymemdunemployment among young people.

360. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party continue asttengthen its efforts to
promote the integration of persomgh disabilities into the labounarket and to provide data, on
a comparative basis, on the impact of those measures.

361. The Committee recommends tha 8tate party continue asttengthen its efforts to
increase the participation of wom@ the labour market and émsure equal treatment between
women and men, including equal remrai®n for work of equal value.

362. The Committee urges the State party to takbdumeasures to enable working parents
to reconcile professiohand family responsibilities, includingy ensuring access to affordable
childcare and flexible parental leave schemes for workers in both the public and private sectors.

363. The Committee recommends that the S$tatey strengthen measures taken to
prevent accidents in the workplace and to emsluat the labour inspectorate has adequate
resources and powers to enforce and monitoctffey compliance with safety regulations.
It also encourages the State party toydtifO Convention No. 174 (1993) concerning the
Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents.

364. The Committee encourages the State pargview the legislatin on industrial labour
disputes with a view to remawy the compulsory arbitrationgedure, in conformity with the
observations made in 2002 by the ILO CommitteExgerts on the Application of Conventions
and Recommendations, with reference to ILO@mtion No. 87 (1948) concerning Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to Organise.

365. The Committee encourages the Stateypantatify ILO Conventions Nos. 102
(1952), 117 (1962), 118 962) and 122 (1964).

366. The Committee encourages the State paeypedite the adoption of the Domestic
Violence Bill currently under consideration.
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367. The Committee urges the State party to axpéae planned revision of the Civil Code
so as to abolish the terminology “legitimate” and “illegitimate” children and ensure equality in
the enjoyment of rights of children born both in and out of wedlock.

368. The Committee encourages the State party tewats legislation with a view to raising
the age of criminal responsibility.

369. The Committee encourages the State partyrtsider an explicit prohibition of corporal
punishment within the family.

370. The Committee urges the State party to revteegislation on laortion and consider
exceptions to the general prohibition of aborfioncases of therapeutic abortion and when the
pregnancy is the result of rape or incest.

371. The Committee recommends that the Staty paengthen education programmes on
sexual and reproductive healthd support sexual and reguctive health services.

372. The Committee encourages the State pagpgare that human rights education is
provided in schools afldevels and to raise awarenesmat human rights, in particular
economic, social and cultural rights, among State officials and the judiciary.

373. The Committee requests the State partigeeminate the present concluding
observations widely among all levels of sigi including among State officials and the

judiciary, and to inform the Committee of all steps taken to implement them in its next periodic
report. It also encourages the State pi@rtgontinue to consuwith non-governmental
organizations and other membersivil society in the preparatn of its second periodic report.

374. The Committee requests the State pargubmit its second periodic report
by 30 June 20009.

DENMARK

375. The Committee considered the foyréniodic report of Denmark on the
implementation of the Covent(E/C.12/4/Add.12) at its 35th to 37th meetings, held
on 10 and 11 November 2004, andd@aublic, at its 56th méag, held on 26 November,
the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

376. The Committee welcomes the timely submissiath@fourth periodiceport of the State
party, which was prepared in conformity witte Committee’s guidelines, and the written replies
to its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/DEN/2).

377. The Committee welcomes the frank and constraiclialogue with the delegation of the

State party, which included experts in the diffé¢rareas covered by the Covenant, as well as a
representative of the GreenthHome Rule Government.
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B. Positive aspects

378. The Committee notes with appreciation theeStatty’s continuing efforts to comply
with its obligations under thed@enant and the overall protemti afforded to economic, social
and cultural rights in Denmark.

379. The Committee notes with appreciation Darkis commitment to official development
assistance and its level of cobtrtions, which stands at 0.85 pentef its GNP (2004), and that

it is therefore one of the few countries to haxeeeded the United Nations target of 0.7 per cent
of GNP.

380. The Committee notes with satisfactiongkisting legislative and administrative
measures taken to combat acts of racisthx@nophobia in the State party and welcomes the
enactment in July 2003 of the Act on Equal Treatihheespective of Ethnic Origin. In this
connection, the Committee also notes with apptieciahe establishment of the National Action
Plan to Promote Equal Treatnteand Diversity and Comb&acism as a follow-up to the
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action.

381. The Committee acknowledges with appreciatierefforts made by the State party to
strengthen the promotion génder equality in Denmarkrtbugh its laws, policies and
programmes, including the appbirent in July 1999 of a Minister for Gender Equality and the
enactment in May 2000 of A&o. 388 on Gender Equality.

382. The Committee notes with satisfaction thatunemployment rate is on the decrease,
owing to the effective employment policies implemented by the State party.

383. The Committee welcomes the adoptioMarch 2003 of the law on combating child
pornography, sexual exploitatiaf children and sale of childn, and the establishment in
August 2003 of the Action Plan on coatimg sexual abuse of children.

384. The Committee welcomes the measuresithigehe State party to combat the
phenomenon of trafficking in persons, incluglithe adoption in June 2002 of the law on
trafficking in human beings and the rat#ton in September 20@8 the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crame the Protocol tBrevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Personkspecially Women and Children.

385. The Committee notes with satisfaction the cédu in the number of smokers, owing to
the sustained campaign undertaken by the Statg fogpromote a healthy lifestyle, including
awareness-raising on the negative effects of smoking.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

386. The Committee notes the absence of any signiffactors or difficulties preventing the
effective implementation dhe Covenant in Denmark.

° Adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
held in Durban, South Africa, from 31 August to 8 September 2001 (A/CONF.189/12, chap. I).
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D. Principal subjects of concern

387. The Committee is concerned that the rise in the number of immigrants and refugees
arriving in Denmark over the last years has been met with increased negative and hostile
attitudes towards foreigners. The Committee algmesses concern abdhbé occurrence of
xenophobic incidents in the State party.

388. While appreciating the measures takethbyState party to promote equality between
men and women, the Committee remsaconcerned about the pstent gender inequalities in
the State party, particularly with regard togea (a differential of 12-19 per cent) and the low
participation of women in certain levels of decision-making.

389. The Committee is concerned about the lef/king-term unemployment, affecting men
age 55-59, and the high rate of unemploytr@@nong immigrants, refugees, new college
graduates and women, which ardhabove the national average.

390. The Committee notes with concern that thge&at-rule introduced by the amendment to
the Aliens Act in 2002 restricts the rightfaomily reunification and may constitute an
impediment to the enjoyment of the right to family life in the State party.

391. The Committee regrets that there is no legaligion in the State party’s domestic legal
order specifically criminalizing domestuolence, particularly against women.

392. The Committee is also concerned at the repbrtases of ill-treatnrd, particularly of
migrant women, at the hands of their spousgsaamners, which ofteremain unreported for
reasons of economic dependenny &ear of deportation. The @wnittee notes that the situation
has been exacerbated by the 2002 amendméme #liens Act, which increased the required
number of years of residence to seven bedgrermanent residence permit may be obtained by
migrant women married to Danish citizens.

393. The Committee notes with concern that, in gitte measures taken by the State party,
Denmark continues to face problems of childno@raphy, sexual exploitation of children, and
trafficking in women and children.

394. The Committee regrets the abseatdisaggregated statisti data on the extent of
poverty in the State party’s report, particbjaamong refugees and the immigrant population,
and notes that the State party has yet to amopfficial poverty line, which would enable the
State party to define the extent of poverty emdhonitor and evaluajgrogress in alleviating
poverty.

395. The Committee is concerned at the lackawistitutional or othelegislative provisions

in the State party guaranteeing the rightdosing. The Committee is also concerned about the
difficulties faced by disadvantageshd marginalized groups, inftiaular immigrants, in renting

or obtaining public housing owing to discrimioat practices. The Committee also notes with
concern the increase in homelessness amangrimigrant population in the State party.

396. The Committee is concerned about the highatillicit drug consmption and alcohol
abuse in the State party, and about the carditof those who suffer from mental illnesses
caused by such consumption and abuse.
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E. Suggestions and recommendations

397. The Committee welcomes the newly estabtishechanism within the Danish Institute

for Human Rights to receive complaints from individuals in cases of discrimination based

on race and encourages the State party to continue to take effective measures to strengthen the
work of this Institute, inter alia through the allocation of adequate resources, and to consider
expanding its competence so as to enable &deive complaints of violations of a wider range

of human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights.

398. The Committee recommends that the Statey closely monitor and combat the

incidence of racism and xenophobia, and conttoygromote interdtural understanding and
tolerance among all groups in society. The Committee further recommends that the State party
take measures to ensure the effective implementation of the National Action Plan to Promote
Equal Treatment and Diversity and Combat Racism as a follow-up to the Durban Declaration
and Programme of Aan, and to provide information dhe progress made in its next

periodic report.

399. The Committee calls upon the State party to aeftgttive measures to ensure equality
between men and women as prodder in article 2, paragraph and article 3 of the Covenant,
including by implementing the principle of equoaly for work of equal value and ensuring the
participation of women in decision-making. The Committee requests the State party to provide
in its next periodic report detailed information on the progress made on gender discrimination
issues, including through affirmative action.

400. The Committee recommends that the Staty pantinue strengthening programmes

to reduce unemployment targeting the mofgcéd groups, including immigrants, refugees,
men in the age group 55-59, new college graduatel women. It also recommends that the
State party take further measures to assest and women to rexoile professional and

family life.

401. The Committee requests the State partydade in its next pgodic report detailed
information on the “New Denmark” refornrmcluding information on its impact on the
marginalized groups of society, so that then@attee may assess whetliee level of benefits
Is sufficient to ensure an adequate standard of living for all.

402. The Committee recommends that the Staty pansider ratifying ILO Conventions
No. 117 (1962) concerning Basic Aims andr&tards of Social Policy and No. 174 (1993)
concerning the Prevention bfajor Industrial Accidents.

403. The Committee calls upon the State party to aplpeopriate measurés either repeal
or amend the 24-year rule of the 2002 Aliens Acttine with its obligation to guarantee the
enjoyment of the right to family life to all penss in Denmark, without distinction. In this
connection, the Committee encourages the @ty to consider alternative means of
combating the phenomenon of forced marriage involving immigrant women.

404. The Committee requests that the State pashyde in its fifth periodic report detailed
information on the extent of the problem of destic violence, in péicular violence against
women in Denmark, and on the measures takeontbat this phenomenon. In this connection,
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the Committee encourages the State party to consider enacting specific legislation to criminalize
domestic violence and to provide training flaw enforcement personnel and judges regarding
the criminal nature of domestic violence.

405. The Committee recommends thi&eive measures be takendosure that victims of
domestic violence receive appropriate cand support for their rehabilitation and that

appropriate mechanisms be enforced so that victims are not prevented from seeking assistance
for fear of deportation or expulsion from Denmark.

406. The Committee encourages the State paxgriobnue and strengthen its efforts to
address the problem of trafking in persons, especially women and children, as well as
commercial sexual exploitation in the State paatyd requests that the State party provide in its
next periodic report detailed information on aagults achieved and ddtilties encountered in
their implementation, including the resultstioé Action Plan on combating sexual abuse of
children.

407. The Committee calls upon the State party togthen its efforts to combat poverty and
social exclusion and to develop a mecharfismmeasuring the poverty level and monitor it

closely. In this respect, it refers the State party to the Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the
International Covenant on Ecaméx, Social and Cultural Righfs The Committee requests that

the State party provide in its next periodipog disaggregated androparative data on the

number of people living in poverty and on progressie in reducing the incidence of poverty.

408. The Committee encourages the State paxtgrisider enacting specific legislation
providing for the right to housing. The Committee also recommends, in line with the
Committee’s general comment No. 4 (1991) anright to adequate housing (article 11,
paragraph 1, of the Covenant), that the Staitly palopt national policeto ensure that all

families have adequate housing facilities and that adequate resources are allocated for social
housing, particularly for digivantaged and marginalized groups such as immigrants. The
Committee further encourages the State party to take measures to address the problem of
homelessness, particularly ang the immigrant population.

409. The Committee recommends that the Staty pantinue takingneasures for the
effective implementation of programmes to prevent the consumption of illicit substances,
tobacco smoking and alcohol abuse and to rdyaark to the Committee on this issue in its next
periodic report.

410. The Committee requests the State partyswediinate widely the present concluding
observations among all levels sdciety and, in particulanmong State officials and the

judiciary, and to inform the Committee in its next periodic report of all steps taken to implement
them. It also encourages the State pargnigage non-governmental organizations and other
members of civil society in the process of dggian at the national level prior to the submission

of its fifth periodic report.

411. Finally, the Committee requests the Spairty to submit its fifth periodic report
by 30 June 2009.
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ITALY

412. The Committee considered the fourth periogjport of Italy on the implementation of

the Covenant (E/C.12/4/Add.13) at its 38tl@ih meetings, held on 15 and 16 November 2004,
and made public, at its 56th meetingldnen 26 November, the following concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

413. The Committee welcomes the submission ofdheli periodic report of the State party,
which was prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines as well as the comprehensive
written replies to its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/ITA/2).

414. The Committee welcomes the construatidogue with the delegation of the
State party, which included gavenent officials with expertise in the subjects relevant in
the context of the Covenant.

B. Positive aspects

415. The Committee notes with appreciatiba adoption of the law of 30 May 2003
modifying article 51 of the Italian Constitati, which introduces the principle of equal
opportunity for men and women in resp of access to political office.

416. The Committee welcomes the measuresntdy the State party to combat
the phenomenon of trafficking in persomg;luding the adoption of Law No. 228/03
of 11 August 2003 on trafficking in human beings.

417. The Committee notes with appreciation thatdshment, under the Ministry for Equal
Opportunity, of the National Office for thdilination of Racial Disamination to promote
equality and fight discrimirteon based on race or ethnic origin in November 2004.

418. The Committee notes with satisfaction theeSpairty’'s efforts taeduce unemployment.

419. The Committee welcomes the regularizatiothefstatus of 700,000 migrant workers in
the State party.

420. The Committee welcomes the fact that thikel chortality rate ha steadily decreased
during the last reporting periods.

421. The Committee also welcontbse fact that the National Sanitary Plan for 2003-2005 has
extended its coverage to gjal immigrants, so that they can receive preventive medical
treatment as well as ungeand basic treatment.

422. The Committee welcomes the proactive pa#dioym of civil society in monitoring the
implementation of the @ enant, including the provision aflarge amount of information to
the Committee.
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C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

423. The Committee notes the absence of any &gniffactors or difficulties preventing the
effective implementation of theovenant in the State party.

D. Principal subjectsof concern

424. The Committee is concerned that the Siatgy still considers that some economic,
social and cultural rights, including the rightadequate housing, are not justiciable since they
entail financial burdens upon the State. In tbigard, the Committee notes the scarcity of court
decisions in which the Covenant has been invoked.

425. The Committee expresses concern at thedak independent tianal human rights
institution in conformity with the Paris Principlésit is also concerned at possible initiatives
that would place institutions under the responsibditthe Office of the Prime Minister or
the President.

426. While the Committee takes note of the &gatrty’s commitment to raising the level
of official development assistance fronetburrent 0.23 per cent of GNP to 0.33 per cent
by 2006, it expresses concern that the leveleskelopment assistance still falls short of the
United Nations target of 0.7 per cent of GNP.

427. Despite the measures adopted by the Statetpacombat racism and discrimination, the
Committee remains concerned at the limited implentiemtaf such measures, in particular at
the fact that no regional or local bodies hbeen established to monitor racism and
discrimination, as envisagéd article 44 of Legislative Decree No. 286 of 25 July 1998.

428. The Committee is concerned that Law No. 189 of 30 July 2002 on immigration,
which introduced a strong link between the laboamtract and the length of a residence

permit, may hinder the enjoyment by migrantrkers and their families afconomic, social and
cultural rights as enshrined in the Covenahlhe Committee is further concerned about the
excessive time taken by the authorities to renesidemce permits in the State party, which may
restrict, inter alia, freedom ofiovement and access to social services by migrant workers and
their families.

429. The Committee notes with concern the explanaiven by the State party in connection
with case law (judgements No. 6030 of 29 M&@3 and No. 4570 of 17 May 1996) according
to which the principle of equal pay for work @fual value cannot be fully implemented in the
Italian legal order.

430. The Committee is concerned at the contirexastence of a large informal economy in
the State party which, inter alia, infringgson the enjoyment of the economic, social and
cultural rights of those employed therein, including children.

431. The Committee reiterates itsncern about the persistergional inequalities and the
considerable levels of poverty, especiallyhe southern parts of the country. The Committee
takes note of the decision by the State party to increase the assessment period for the Minimum
Integration Income scheme, which is prakebeing implemented by 306 municipalities.
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432. The Committee notes with concern theklof comprehensive legislation on
asylum-seekers in the State party.

433. Despite the relevant measuia@gen to combat domestic violence, including the adoption
of Law No. 154 of 4 April 2001 on measures against violence in family relations, the Committee
expresses its concern abouwt #§mall number of complaints lodged, especially by women.

434. The Committee is concerned that women whiifdren face increased difficulties in
finding and keeping a job, partly duette lack of services for small children.

435. Reiterating its concluding obsereas on Italy’s third periodic repoftthe Committee
remains concerned about tHegpt of Roma immigrants living in camps with poor housing,
unhygienic sanitary conditions, limited employmerospects and inadequate educational
facilities for their children.

436. The Committee is concerned about the inargatifficulties faced bydisadvantaged and
marginalized groups, in parti@arimmigrants and Roma, in rergior obtaining public housing,
owing to discrimination.

437. The Committee is also concerned abagittintinuing increase in rents and the
privatization of housingrad about the scarcity of adequateial housing units for low-income
families while the social fund &gblished to provide housiragsistance has been reduced.

438. While the Committee notes that the periodjmort and the replies by the State party

mention that chronic illness, old age and disabdity realities that must be addressed with new
means and strategies, and mentions specific oapmis of such stratesy, it remains concerned

that no facts and figures were provided to enable the Committee to assess the health situation ir
the State party.

439. The Committee notes that the State partys@gpriority actions in relation to the
incidence of new HIV/AIDS infections that are in line with WHO targets, but remains concerned
that no facts and figures for tleepriority aims were provided.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

440. Affirming the principle of the interdependerand indivisibility of all human rights, the
Committee encourages the State party to reconsider its position regarding the justiciability of
economic, social and cultural rights. Moreover, the Committee considers that the State party
remains under an obligation to give full effeethe Covenant in its domestic legal order,
providing for judicial and otlreremedies for violations @fll economic, social and cultural

rights. In this respect, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to the Committee’s
general comment No. 9 (1998) on doftreeapplication ofthe Covenant.

19 see0fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2000, Supplement No 2 (E/2001/22-E/C.12/2000/21),
chap. IV, para. 116.
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441. The Committee recommends ttiet State party provide amgpriate training to the
judiciary, prosecutors and othefficials responsible for thienplementation othe economic,
social and cultural rights enshrined in the Covemarinsure that those rights are consistently
enforced in courts of law.

442. The Committee welcomes the new Educatid@itizenship programme mentioned by
the delegation and encourages the State pastyangthen its efforts to provide human rights
education in schools at alMels and to raise awarenegsout the Covenant and other
international human rights instruments among the public in general.

443. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party undertake, with a broad base of civil
society representatives and with the support@®iNhtional Institutions Unit within the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner foridan Rights, the necessary consultations
concerning the possible establishment oiraglependent national human rights institution.

444. The Committee urges the State party to peg@ar soon as possible, a comprehensive
national plan of action on human rightsaiccordance with paragraph 71 of the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Actidn.

445. The Committee recommends ttiet State party continue iggtivities in the area of
international cooperatioand increase its official develogmt assistance to 0.7 per cent of its

GNP, as recommended by the United Nations. The Committee also urges the State party to tak
into account the provisions of the Covenantsrbilateral project agreements with other

countries.

446. The Committee recommends ttiet State party effectively implement the legislation
and programmes adopted to combat ra@swh discrimination, including through the
establishment of monitoring bodies in thiole territory, as envisaged in article 44 of
Legislative Decree No. 286, providing thentthwadequate humamd financial resources.

447. The Committee recommends ttit State party undertake aseires to expedite the
process of renewing the residence permits of migrankers so as to enable them to enjoy their
economic, social and cultural rights. The Committee further recommends that the State party
consider ratifying the Intertianal Convention on the Proteati of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families.

448. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party expedite thatification procedures for
ILO Convention No. 174 (1993) concerning teevention of Major Industrial Accidents.

449. The Committee reaffirms thakthrinciple of equal pay for work of equal value, as
enshrined in article 7] of the Covenant must be implemented immediately and that the
State party cannot derogate fromnstarticle without being in beeh of its Covenant obligations.

450. The Committee recommends that the biltrenjudicial regulations, which the

State party contemplatesodifying, if adopted, should ensure that the right of everyone,
including judges, to form and join trade unions and to take part in trade union activities is
respected, in conformity witarticle 8, paragraph A, of the Covenant.
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451. The Committee recommends that the Staty pacrease its efforts to regularize
effectively the informal labour sector.

452. The Committee urges the State party taynatie economic, social and cultural rights

in its National Action Plan against Poverty anai8@bExclusion. In this regard, it refers the
State party to the Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural RigHtsThe Committee also urges the State party to establish
the Minimum Integration Income schemetlat national level to combat poverty.

453. The Committee calls upon the State partgke approprige measures to adopt
comprehensive legislation on asylum-seekers asdrerthat their economic, social and cultural
rights are duly taken into account.

454. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party intensify iefforts to combat domestic
violence, especially against women, and uraderinformation campaigns to educate the
population regarding the cortgesnces of domestic violenc&@he Committee requests the

State party to provide information in its next periodic report on results achieved and difficulties
encountered in the implementatiof the relevant legislation.

455. The Committee strongly recommends that the State party extend the network of
affordable, accessible and available childcare services.

456. The Committee urges the State party to gpelps efforts to build more permanent
housing settlements for the Roma immigrants ake &l the necessargeasures to promote
their integration into local communitiedfer them job opportuniteand make adequate
educational facilities available to their children.

457. The Committee urges the State party to thkeaessary correctivmeasures to combat
discrimination in the housing sector agaithe disadvantaged and marginalized groups,
particularly immigrants and the Roma.

458. The Committee urges the State party to téfieetere measures tensure that forced
evictions of Roma and tenanthi@cannot pay their rents comply with the guidelines established
by the Committee in its general comment M¢1997) on the right to adequate housing

(article 11, paragraph 1, of th@@@nant): forced evictionsnd to provide more housing units

to cater for the needs of the disadvantagetimarginalized groups, including older persons,
people with disabilities and immigrants.

459. The Committee also urges the State garprovide in its next periodic report
information on the scope and the extent efphoblem of homelesss®that particularly
affects immigrants.

460. The Committee recommends that the Staty paovide in its next periodic report
specific benchmarks in relation to chronic diseases, old age and disability, along with
disaggregated data, on a comparative basis éoerttire reporting period, so as to enable the
Committee to assess, in line with the Commitegeneral comment No. 14 (2000) on the right
to the highest attainable standard of healtticfarl2 of the Covenanthow the right to health
has been realized.
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461. The Committee also recommends that the Btatg provide in its next periodic report

more detailed information on the measures taken in relation to HIV/AIDS and detailed statistics
disaggregated by sex, urban/rural area, disadveditagmarginalized group of society and other
criteria mentioned in the Committsegeneral comment No. 14 (2000).

462. The Committee recommends ttiet State party develop home-care and other personal
and social services, taking into account thelsimed health and social care needs of older
persons.

463. The Committee takes note of the fact thaitlan pension reform was approved by the
Senate in May 2004. The Committee wishes to fogrnmed in the next periodic report about its
implementation, in partidar whether minimum pensions guarantee an adequate standard of
living for pensioners and their families.

464. The Committee requests the State partyswsediinate widely the present concluding
observations among all levels sdciety and, in particulanmong State officials and the
judiciary, and to inform the Committee in itsx@eriodic report aboudll steps taken to
implement them. It also encourages the Siatéy to engage non-governmental organizations
and other members of civil society in the proagfsdiscussion at the natal level prior to the
submission of its fifth periodic report.

465. Finally, the Committee requests the Spairty to submit its fifth periodic report
by 30 June 2009.

AZERBAIJAN

466. The Committee considered the seqo@dlodic report of Azerbaijan on the
implementation of th€ovenant (E/1990/6/Add.37) at #4 st to 43rd meetings, held on 16
and 17 November 2004, and mamsblic, at its 56th meeting held on 26 November, the
following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

467. The Committee welcomes the submission os#wend periodic report of the State party,
which was prepared in general conformity with the Committee’s guidelines. The Committee
notes with appreciation the comprehensive writegilies to its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/AZE/2),
though it regrets their late submission.

468. The Committee welcomes the constructiveodia¢ with the high-level delegation of
the State party, which included deputy miniseard experts in the different areas covered by
the Covenant.

B. Positive aspects

469. The Committee notes with appreciatiom dldoption of the State Programme on
Protection of Human Rights in June 1998 by presidential decree.
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470. The Committee welcomes the informatowavided by the State party that the

working group established to prepare the segmrbdic report to the Committee, consisting of
representatives of various mitries and State bodies, as welleaxperts from non-governmental
organizations, will monitor #implementation of the Covenant in accordance with the
suggestions and recommendations made by the Committee in the present concluding
observations.

471. The Committee welcomes the efforts madeombat economic crime and corruption

in the State party, including the adoptiortlod 2004-2006 State Programme on Strengthening
the Fight against Corruption and of the lawthe fight against corruption, adopted in

January 2004, as well as the establishmetiteoDepartment for Fighting Corruption, under
the Prosecutor-General.

472. The Committee welcomes the information piledi by the State party on the reform of
the judiciary as part of the current reain of the State apparatus in Azerbaijan.

473. The Committee welcomes the adoption ofdlaeon the rights of the child and the
ratification of ILO ConventiorNo. 182 (1999) concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action
for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

474. The Committee commends the State partyhi® adoption in May 2003 of the Law on
the Protection of Samples of Abaijani Folklore that came into effect in August 2003; the text
on legal protection had been deyed by the Copyright Agency of Azerbaijan in cooperation
with UNESCO and WIPO.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

475. The Committee is aware that the State payill faced with the difficulties commonly
encountered by countries in transition.

476. The Committee notes that the presencdarfgg@ number of refugees and internally
displaced persons as a result of the conflict with Armenia continues seriously to hamper the
State party’s ability to implement the econonsiacial and cultural rights contained in the
Covenant.

D. Principal subjects of concern

477. The Committee notes with regret that nonmiation was provided ospecific decisions
of domestic courts where reference has brade to the Covenant and its provisions.

478. The Committee is concerned about the tdckdependence of the judiciary and the
persistence and the extent of corruption inSkege party, and once again stresses the importance
of an independent judiciary for the enjoymehall human rights, including economic, social

and cultural rights, and the availability effective remedies in case of violation.

479. The Committee notes with regtieat the statistical dafaovided by the State party do
not always allow for a clear evaluation oétimplementation of #theconomic, social and
cultural rights enshrined in the Covenant.
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480. While noting that the constitutional guarardéthe enjoyment of all rights and freedoms

Is extended to all foreign citns and stateless persons,@oenmittee is concerned about the
persistent de facto discrimination against foreign citizens, ethnic minorities and stateless person:
in the fields of housing, employment and ealion. The Committee is also concerned about the
legal status of a significanumber of long-term residentstime State party who remain

stateless.

481. While welcoming the measures taken byState party to promote equality between men
and women, including the establishment of the State Committee for Women'’s Issues and the
adoption of the National Plan of Actiam Women’s Policy, the Committee on Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights oncerned about the persistgenhder inequalitein Azerbaijan,
particularly in the field of employment.

482. While acknowledging the efforts madethg State party to reduce unemployment,
including the adoption in 2004 of the Programmnethe Socio-Economic Development of the
Regions of Azerbaijan for 2004-2008, the Committesoiscerned about thpersistently high
unemployment in the State party, in particldarong women, youths, refugees and internally
displaced persons.

483. The Committee is concerned about the ladkg§lative provisions ensuring access of
persons with disabilitiet® the labour market.

484. The Committee is concerned about the useroédolabour as a cactive measure or as
a penal sentence against persons found guilayopime, as provided for in the Criminal Code
and the Labour Code currently in force in the State party.

485. While noting the efforts taken by the State party to increase the minimum wage, the
Committee is concerned that the current minimum wage is still insufficient to provide a decent
standard of living for workers and their families. The Committee is further concerned that in
practice the minimum wage is not always enforgegen the large percentage of the population
that works in the informal sector.

486. The Committee regrets the extensive limitationmosed on the right to strike by the
Labour Code of the State party, exceeding bytfarlLO definition of essential services. The
Committee also expresses concapout section 188-3 of tieriminal Code which punishes,
including with imprisonment, collective action Inade unions when such action disrupts public
transport, and about sectionp@ragraph 1, of Act No. 792 oratte unions which prohibits all
types of political activity by trade unions.

487. The Committee is concerned about the Pi@ty’s plans to increase the volume of
social benefits by decreasing the number of beizeies in order to ensel the appropriate level
of life.

488. The Committee expresses seriouscern at the lack of lebar policy mechanisms in

the State party which specifically address ddimoesolence, in particular, violence against

women. The Committee regrets that insufficient information was provided by the State party in
its second periodic report and durithg dialogue in this regard.

61



489. While welcoming the adoption in May 2004tté National Plan to Fight Trafficking in
Human Beings and the establishment of the Department to Fight Trafficking in Human Beings
under the Ministry of Internal Affairs, theommittee remains concerned that trafficking in

persons persists in Azerbaijan and notes that thte $arty is a country of origin and destination

as well as a transit point for trafficking in persons. The Committee is also concerned at the lack
of reliable information, includingtatistics, on the extent of tpeoblem. In this connection, the
Committee notes with regret that there is no legislation in the State party that specifically
criminalizes trafficking in persons.

490. The Committee is seriously concerned abwiteports of children who are illegally
adopted from orphanages for the purpose of trafficking in organs.

491. In spite of the efforts made by the 8taarty to improve the economic and social
conditions of refugees and internally displapedsons, the Committee is concerned at the fact
that they still do not enjoy an adequate standard of living.

492. The Committee is deeply concerned tiespite the sizeable amount of foreign
investment (14.5 billion United States dollaas)d efforts by the State party to eliminate
poverty, including the State ProgrammeRoverty Reduction anBconomic Development
for 2003-2005, poverty is estimated by the WorlshB&o affect approxintaly 50 per cent of
the population (2003 data).

493. The Committee is concerned about the illegalipation by refugees and internally
displaced persons of properties belongingmmenians and other ethnic minorities. The
Committee is also concerned about the lack efjadte social housing s\ particularly in
Baku. The Committee further notesthwregret the lack of inforation about forced evictions
and the number of homeless persons in the State party.

494. While welcoming the extengiefforts made by the State party in the area of health,
including measures to address the significagional and urban disparities in health-care
provision, the Committee remains cenged that the annual per cagfgending on public health
has been on the decline in recent years degpgtase in GDP. The Committee is concerned
about the high incidence of malnutrition, infantntadity, iron deficiencydisorders and malaria,
especially among refugees and internally ldispd persons. The Comnmeitregrets that reliable
statistical data in the field of healtfere not provided by the State party.

495. The Committee remains concerned about thddeel of awareness dfe general public

in Azerbaijan of sexual andpeoductive health issues, in paular with regard to the

availability and use of contraceptives. Ther@uittee is particularly concerned that a high
proportion of women resort to abortion as th@gpal method of birth control, and about the

high infant and maternal mortality rates. The Committee also regrets that no comprehensive
sexual and reproductive heafitbgramme exists in the State party. The Committee is
particularly concerned that the incidence of sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS is on
the increase.

496. While welcoming the infornian provided by the State pig's delegation that prison

medical doctors are now under the supervisiaeMinistry of Justie and that cases of
human rights violation can be immediately brought to the attention of the Office of the
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Commissioner for Human Rights of Abaijan, the Committee is concerned about
overcrowding and sub-standamidlitions in prisons in Azerbaijavhich have given rise to
a disproportionately high ratd tuberculosis and otheehlth problems among prisoners.

497. The Committee is concerned that accorthripe Azerbaijan figures for 2004 published
by the State Statistical Committee, the illicit pregtiem, storage and sabé narcotics has been
on the rise since 1995 and that 2,049 cases were registered in 2003.

498. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultrghts is concerned that pursuant to
article 19 of the Law on the Legal Status ofdtgners and Persons without Citizenship, the
State party does not provide free compulssycation to non-Azerbaijani children. The
Committee also expresses concern that the education standards in the State party have
experienced a fall over the last decade owing to a number of factors, including lack of State
investment in education.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

499. The Committee welcomes the adoptioB@tember 2001 of the constitutional provision
establishing the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights of Azerbaijan with competence to
receive complaints relating to violations of economic, social and cultural rights. In this
connection, the Committee recommends that the $atty consider establishing a national

human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles.

500. The Committee requests the State partytéctaa copy of the State Programme on
Protection of Human Rights its third periodic report and txplain how the Programme
promotes and protects econongogial and cultural rights.

501. The Committee draws the attentionhaf State party to the Committee’s

general comment No. 9 (1998) on domestidiappon of the Covenant and invites the
State party to include information concerntage law on the application of the Covenant
In its next periodic report.

502. The Committee urges the State party to erthatdegal and judicial training takes full
account of the justiciability of the rights contad in the Covenant and promotes the use of the
Covenant as a source of law in domestic courts.

503. The Committee strongly urges the State partpiinue to take all necessary measures
to ensure the independence and integritthefjudiciary and to combat corruption.

504. The Committee would appreciageeiving furtheinformation, in the next periodic
report, on the impact of the privatization@thte enterprises on the enjoyment of economic,
social and cultural rights.

505. The Committee encourages the State party to submit in its next periodic report
comparative statistical data collected annually, disaggregated by sex, age and urban/rural
residence, paying particulattention to the disadvantaged and marginalized groups of society.

506. The Committee recommends tha& 8tate party take all meass to ensure that all
persons under its jurisdiction enjoy the economicjal and cultural rights enshrined in the
Covenant without discrimation and to facilitate gularization of the legatatus of foreigners
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residing in Azerbaijan whenever possible.rtRarmore, the Committee requests the State party
to provide in its next periodireport detailed information, inalling disaggregated statistical
data, on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by ethnic minorities, foreign
citizens and stateless persons.

507. The Committee calls upon the State partydtptaall effective measures to ensure
equality between men and women in all fieldéfef as provided for in article 2, paragraph 2,
and article 3 of the Covenaiatnd to provide information ithe next periodic report on the
progress made in the fietd gender equality, includindetailed information on the
implementation of the National &1i of Action on Women'’s Policy.

508. The Committee recommends that the Staty pantinue strengthening programmes

to reduce unemployment, targeting on a ptyooasis the most affected groups. The
Committee calls upon the State party to prowdermation in its next periodic report on
progress made in the field employment stimulation, includirthpe practical effects of the
Programme on the Socio-Economic Developnudnhe Regions of Azerbaijan for 2004-2008.
The Committee recommends that 8tate party consider ratifying ILO Convention No. 2 (1919)
concerning Unemployment.

509. The Committee recommends tha& 8tate party adopt relevdagislationand necessary
administrative measures to ensure greater atodle labour market and an adequate working
environment for persons with disabilities.

510. The Committee recommends that the State phaofish the use of forced labour either as
a corrective measure or as a penal senteraiasigpersons found guiltf a crime, and amend

or repeal the relevant provisions of the Criali@ode and the Labour Code in accordance with
article 6 of the Covenant.

511. The Committee urges the State party to contmteke the necessary measures to ensure
that the minimum wage enables workers and their families to enjoy an adequate standard of
living and that the minimum wage standard is enforced. The Committee further encourages the
State party to establish an effective system of indexation and regular adjustment of the minimum
wage to the cost of living.

512. The Committee recommends tha& 8tate party take appropgeameasures to amend the
Labour Code and liberalize the existing limitations on the right to strike. The Committee further
recommends that the State party amendmeaksection 188-3 dhe Criminal Code and

section 6, paragraph 1, of Act No. 792 on tradensyito ensure that the right to collective
bargaining and the right to join trade unions are duly respected, in accordance with article 8 of
the Covenant.

513. The Committee recommends that 8tate party underte measures to sure that social
security benefits are adequate. The Committee further recommends that the State party ensure
that targeted social assistance depending on family income is guaranteed to all disadvantaged
and marginalized persons, including refugaed internally displaced persons, and that

such assistance does not fall below the subsistence level. The Committee also encourages

the State party to consider ratifying IL@nventions No. 102 (1952) concerning Minimum
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Standards of Social Security, No. 117 (1962) eoninig Basic Aims and Standards of Social
Policy and No. 118 (1962) concemg Equality of Treatment dflationals and Non-Nationals
in Social Security.

514. The Committee requests the State partydeige in its next peodic report detailed
information on the extent of dastic violence, in particulavjolence against women, and the
legislative measures and padis adopted by the State patd address that phenomenon,

including facilities and remedies provided for victims. The Committee urges that training be
provided to law enforcement officials and judges on the serious and criminal nature of domestic
violence, in particular, violence against women. The Committee further recommends that the
State party allocate resources to ensure that crisis centres are available in which victims of
domestic violence may obtain safe lodging and necessary assistance.

515. The Committee urges the State partydimpalegislation spefically criminalizing

trafficking in human beings and to allocate sufficient resources for the effective implementation
of the National Plan to Fight Trafficking in Human Beings, and to ensure that necessary
protection and assistance are provided to victims of trafficking.

516. The Committee urges the State party to contmeasure that perpetrators of illegal
adoptions are duly prosecuted.

517. The Committee strongly recommends thaStage party continue to take effective
measures, including through the allocation of inaedagsources, to ensure the protection of the
fundamental economic, social andtatal rights of refugees and internally displaced persons, in
particular with regard to adjuate housing, food and wateealth services and sanitation.

518. The Committee urges the State party to integg@bnomic, social and cultural rights into
its poverty reduction policies andesures, and in this regard refers the State party to the
Committee’s Statement on Poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Right The Committee also recommends that the State party allocate larger portions
of its oil revenues to the socidctor and continue to seek imational technical assistance, as
provided for in article 23 ahhe Covenant. In this connection, the Committee calls upon the
State party to ensure that its international hunigints obligations are taken fully into account
when it enters into technical cooperatiom ather arrangements with international

organizations.

519. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party take correctiv@easures to ensure that
Armenians and other ethnic minorities whose properties are illegally occupied by refugees and
internally displaced persons are provided waitlequate compensationaffered alternative
accommodation, in accordance with the guidelines adopted by the Committee and its general
comment No. 7 (1997) on the right to adeggquaousing (article 11, paragraph 1, of the

Covenant): forced evictions. The Committee also recommends that the State party take the
necessary measures to guarantee the right to adequate housing to all persons residing under its
jurisdiction and to address the problem of the laickdequate social housing units in the most
expedient manner possible, pantarly in Baku. In this connection, the Committee wishes to
draw the attention of the State party te @ommittee’s general comment No. 4 (1991) on the
right to adequate housing (article 11, parpbra, of the Covenant). The Committee further
requests the State party to provide, in itedtperiodic report, detked information on the

number and nature of forced evictions and @nektent of homelessness in the State party.
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520. The Committee urges the State party to conitewedforts to improve its health services,
inter alia through the allocation of adequate and increased resources. The Committee requests
the State party to include information intisxt periodic report on how the recently adopted

health laws and policies have been implemented and on the progress made. The Committee
encourages the State party to submit in its next periodic report comparative statistical data,
collected annually, disaggregated by sex,agkurban/rural resideacpaying particular

attention to marginalizednd disadvantaged groups.

521. The Committee recommends that the Staty panduct a study on the incidence of

sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS in Azerbaijan and develop a comprehensive sexual
and reproductive healfirogramme, including a public awaess-raising campaign about safe
contraceptive methods. The Committee also urgeSthte party to take measures to reduce the
maternal and infant mortalitytes and to ensure that abortions are carried out under adequate
medical and sanitary conditions. In acco@awith its general comment No. 14 (2000) on the

right to the highest attainable standard of health (article 12 of the Covenant), the Committee alsc
recommends that the State party take urgent measures to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS.

522. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party continue take measures to improve
the sanitary and hygienic conditiomsprisons and to ensure that the right to mental and physical
health of all prisoners in Azerbaijan is respdcia accordance with article 12 of the Covenant.

523. The Committee urges the State partyke tffective meases to decrease the
availability of illicit drugs in the territory of # State party through, inter alia, combating the
root causes, and to provide information onrtfeasures taken in the next periodic report.

524. The Committee calls upon the State party to effleetive measures to ensure that all
children under its jurisdiction have access to freamasory education asraght, as stipulated

in the Covenant, and to increase significantly puekpenditure on education. In this regard the
Committee further encourages the State party to consider amending the Law on the Legal Status
of Foreigners and Persons without Citizgps The Committee wouldppreciate receiving

further information in the Stafearty’s third periodic report.

525. The Committee requests the State party to indtuide third periodic report all available
information on any measures taken and pregyreade, particularhyith regard to the
suggestions and recommendations made by the Committee in the present concluding
observations.

526. The Committee requests the State partiiseeminate the present concluding
observations widely among all levels of sociatyl, in particular, among State officials and the
judiciary. It also encouragdise State party to engage non-gowveental organizations and other
members of civil society in the process dalissions at the natidriavel prior to the

submission of the third periodic report.

527. The Committee requests the State gargubmit its third periodic report
before 30 June 2009.
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CHILE

528. The Committee considered the third pedadport of Chile on the implementation
of the Covenant (see E/1994/104/Add.26]tsad4th to 46th meetings, held on 18

and 19 November 2004, and mamsblic, at its 56th meeting, held on 26 November, the
following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

529. The Committee welcomes the submission ofttind periodic report of the State party
which was prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines. It also appreciates the
comprehensive written replies taethst of issues (E/C.12/Q/CHL/1).

530. The Committee welcomes the constructive diaowith the high-level delegation of the
State party, which included experts from relevant State institutions.

B. Positive aspects

531. The Committee notes with appreciation therowpments in various social indicators,
such as the significant decrease in infant and maternal mortality, the improved coverage in
primary and secondary eduaatj and the progress madelie area of poverty reduction.

532. The Committee welcomes the “No future withaytast” initiative, which contributes to
casting light on human rights violatiotisat took place between 11 September 1973 and

10 March 1990 and to improving the proneatiand protection of human rights in the

State party.

533. The Committee welcomes the adoption iammlementation of tagyeted programmes
to improve the situation of the poorest groups itiety, such as Chile’s Solidarity-Based Social
Protection System and the Plan for Universal Access with Explicit Guarantees.

534. The Committee welcomes measures taken tooweghe situation of indigenous peoples,
including the adoption of the Indigenous Acit(ANo. 19253) of 1993, the establishment of the

National Indigenous Developmie@orporation and the Indigenous Land and Water Fund, and

the recently announced New Deal Policy with Indigenous Pedpiisi¢a de Nuevo Trato con

los Pueblos Indigenas) for 2004-2010.

535. The Committee welcomes the entry int@éin November 2004 of the new Law on
Civil Marriage, which legalizes divorce.

536. The Committee welcomes the adoptioddnuary 2004 of the Law on Crimes of
Commercial Sexual Exploitation.

537. The Committee welcomes the extensive in&drom on the health-care situation provided

by the State party, which includes disaggregdid on an annual basis, thus enabling the
Committee to assess the level of realization of the right to health.
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C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Covenant

538. The Committee notes the absence of any signiffactors or difficulties impeding the
effective implementation of theovenant in the State party.

D. Principal subjectsof concern

539. The Committee notes that the amendmeattafie 5 of the Constitution in 1989 extends

the range of rights embodied in article 19 of the Constitution to include rights guaranteed by
international treaties to which Chile is party. However, the Committee is concerned that some
economic, social and cultural rights, including tight to housing, are not considered justiciable

in the State party. In this regard the Committee notes the scarcity of case law in which the rights
of the Covenant have beewvoked before and directgpplied by domestic courts.

540. The Committee notes with concern the laic&onstitutional recognition of indigenous
peoples in the State party and that indigenmaples, despite the existence of various
programmes and poles to improve their situation, remadisadvantaged in the enjoyment
of their rights guaranteed by the Covenantaldb regrets that the State party has not ratified
ILO Convention No. 169 (1989) concerning Igenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent
Countries, and that unsettled claims over indgges lands and natioln@sources remain a
source of conflict and confrontation.

541. The Committee is deeply concerned abouapimdication of special laws, such as the
Law on State Security (No. 12927) and the law tieines terrorist acts and establishes the
penalties (No. 18314), in the context of the curtensions over the ancestral lands in the
Mapuche areas.

542. The Committee is concerned that despite ffloet® made by the State party to promote
gender equality, cultural gender stereotypes continue to affect negatively the equal enjoyment of
economic, social and culturaghts by men and women.

543. The Committee notes with concern thatldbeur-force participatin of women remains
among the lowest in Latin America (35 per ten2002). The Committee notes in this regard
the range of barriers to thellfintegration of women in the bour force identified by the State
party in its written replies to the Committee’s list of issues.

544. The Committee expresses concern at irdton that the minimum wage is still not
sufficient to ensure a decent living for workers and their families

545. The Committee notes with concern that eacs81 of the Labour Code provides for the
possibility of the replacement of striking workers. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that
essential services in which strikes may behfisited are too broadly defined in section 384.

546. The Committee is deeply concerned thapthete pension system, based on individual
contributions, does not guarantee adequate seetalrity for a large segment of the population
that does not work in the formal economy outgble to contribute sufficiently to the system,
such as the large group of seasonal and tesemp@rorkers. The Committee notes that women
are particularly affected in this regardacusewives” and about 40 per cent of working women
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do not contribute to the social security scheme and are consequently not entitled to old-age
benefits. Moreover, the Committee is concerned at the fact that working women are left with a
much lower average pension than men as their retirement age is five years earlier than that of
men.

547. The Committee is concerned that the letivdarogress started 10 years ago to include
sexual harassment as a specific punishafiéance has still not been completed.

548. The Committee notes that section 349 ef@ommercial Code scriminates against
women who are not covered by the maritaimegof the individual ownership of property.

549. The Committee is concerned about the high number of children working in the sex
industry in the State party.

550. Despite the significant progress made tiveipast years and measures taken under the
Solidarity-Based Social Protection System, vahigrgets families living in extreme poverty, the
Committee remains concehabout poverty in the State pgréspecially among indigenous
peoples.

551. Despite the construction m&any housing units, the Committee is concerned at the large
number of people living in illegal settlements in the State party who are, consequently, liable to
forced evictions.

552. The Committee is concerned about the caressszps for women'’s health of the legal
prohibition on abortion, without exceptions, in tbate party. While there are no official
statistics on the number of akions performed annually, the large number of women who are
hospitalized for abortion complications everyay€34,479 in 2001) gives an indication of the
extent of this problem.

553. The Committee is concerned that, despit@tbgress made in controlling the spread of
HIV/AIDS infections in the State party, HIV/AIDS is still on the increase. It also notes with
concern the high rates of sexually transmitted infections among young women.

554. The Committee is concerned about the scopigegblanned law (othe reorganization of
subsidies for industrial disablement and sick é&avhich would involve a legislative restriction
of the current law, permitting parents a subsidieade from work to a& for children under the
age of 1 in the case of serious illness.

555. While noting the progress d®in increasing education coverage, the Committee is
concerned at the disparity in the quality of emtion offered in municipal and private schools.
The Committee is also concerned about theively high dropout rates, especially among
teenage girls.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

556. The Committee recommends that the Staty pantinue its efforts to give full

effect to the Covenant in domislaw and to provide further clarification as to the direct
applicability of the Covenant by domestic courts, providing relevant case law, in its next
periodic report. In this respect, it draws the attention of the State party to the Committee’s

69



general comment No. 9 (1998) on domestic apftinaof the Covenant. The State party should
ensure that judicial trainingke full account of the justiciabiiitof Covenant rights and take
measures to increase awareness of the possihifilihvoking its provisions before the courts.

557. The Committee recommends that the State pastyeihe existence ah effective legal
and institutional framework for the promotion and protection of all the rights of the Covenant.

558. The Committee encourages the State padgribnue with its plans to establish an
independent national man rights institution, in accordance with the Paris Principieandated
with the promotion and proteoti of all human rights, includingconomic, social and cultural
rights.

559. The Committee recommends that the Staty peclude recognition of its indigenous
peoples in the Constitution, ratify ILO Conventin. 169 (1989), and continue to strengthen its
efforts to ensure the effective enjoymentifiigenous people of their economic, social and
cultural rights.

560. The Committee recommends that the Staty pally take into consideration the
recommendations made by tBpecial Rapporteur on the stion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms of indigenous peopl his report on his mission to Chile

(see E/CN.4/2004/80/Add.3) on the implementatbthe New Deal Policy with Indigenous
Peoples for 2004-2010, namely that the Indaes Land and Water Fund be substantially
increased; that efforts to recover indigenousitabe stepped up, especially in Mapuche areas;
and that conditions of rural indigenous pedmeimproved, especially in the health and
educational sectors.

561. The Committee recommends tha&t State party not apply special laws, such as the Law
on State Security (No. 12927) and the law théihds terrorist acts anestablishes the penalties
(No. 18314), to acts related to the social strufmiéand and legitimate gigenous complaints.

562. The Committee recommends ttheg State party further strgthen efforts to promote
gender equality in all spheres of societglualing by providing the National Women’s Service
with adequate support and resources.

563. The Committee urges the State party to ¢dleetive measures mddress the many

barriers to women'’s participat in the labour market. In geular, the State party should

promote family-friendly working conditionsnd provide adequate funding and support to
programmes to enable parents to reconcit@lfalife and work, such as the blueprint for

childcare being prepared by the National Women'’s Service. It also recommends that the State
party incorporate the principle of equal remati®n for men and women workers for work of
equal value in its legislation.

564. The Committee recommends, in line with the observations made in 2003 by the
ILO Committee of Experts on the Applicati of Conventions and Recommendations on
Convention No. 111 (1958) cono@rg Discrimination in Respect of Employment and
Occupation, that the State party explicitly regaalvisions in labour legislation which are no
longer applied.
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565. The Committee recommends tthegt State party take meassrto ensure that the
minimum wage is sufficient to ensure a decent living for all workers and their families and
provide more detailed informat in its next periodic repoan how the minimum wage relates
to the basic consumer basket.

566. The Committee encourages the State pamtify the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All MigratwWorkers and Members of Their Families.

567. The Committee encourages the State panatify ILO Conventions No. 81 (1947)
concerning Labour Inspection in Industry &wammerce, No. 102 (1952) concerning Minimum
Standards of Social Security, No. 117 (1962) eoninig Basic Aims and Standards of Social
Policy and No. 118 (1962) concemgi Equality of Treatment of Nianals and Non-Nationals in
Social Security.

568. The Committee encourages the State papgare that judicial authorities and
members of political parties are not restricted in their trade union rights under article 8 of the
Covenant. The State party isalencouraged to review sen 381 of the Labour Code, that
provides for the possibility of the replacemenswiking workers, and section 384 that gives too
broad a definition of essential servigesvhich strikes may be prohibited.

569. The Committee recommends that$i@te party take effective mgures to ensure that all
workers are entitled to adequate social security benefits, including special measures to assist
those groups that are currently not able to ptytime private social security system, paying
special attention to the disadvantaged positiowarhen and the large mber of temporary and
seasonal workers and workers in the informal economy.

570. The Committee encourages the State paeypedite the adoption of the proposed
amendments to Act No. 19325 on domestatence, currently under consideration.

571. The Committee recommends that the Statg padelerate the adoption of the draft bill
making sexual harassment a punishable offence.

572. The Committee recommends that the Staty panend section 34& the Commercial
Code to ensure that women can exercise twenmercial activities undequal conditions with
men.

573. The Committee recommends that 8tate party strengthereasures to combat sexual
abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of children and provide victims of such abuse with
adequate care.

574. The Committee recommends that State party undertake stesgliinto the situation of
street children with a view to formulatingredtive policies to deal with this problem.

575. The Committee encourages the State partyifp tlae Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially iWen and Children, and the Protocol against the
Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Air and Seaipplementing the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime.
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576. The Committee recommends tha&t 8tate party continue strengthen its efforts to

reduce poverty, especially among indigenous [@sp@and to integrate economic, social and

cultural rights in all its poverty alleviation programmes. In this regard, it refers the State party to
the Committee’s Statement on Poverty and thehateonal Covenant oBconomic, Social and
Cultural Rights’ It also recommends that the State party ensure that adequate resources are
allocated towards meeting the goals and taggtsinder the Solidarity-Based Social Protection
System and the ChiBarrio programme.

577. The Committee urges the State party to téfkeeteve measures tpromote the right to
housing, especially among the disadvantagebtimarginalized groups, and to ensure that
adequate protection is afforded to people living in illegal settlements who are liable to forced
evictions. The Committee recalls in this ceation its general comments No. 4 (1991) on the
right to adequate housing (aléicl1, paragraph 1, of the Covetigand No. 7 (1997) on the right
to adequate housing (atecll, paragraph 1, of the Covenarfjrced evictions, and requests the
State party to provide further information on thember and nature of forced evictions in its
next periodic report.

578. The Committee requests the State party to gheawiits next periodic report information
about the nature and extentrmimelessness in the State party.

579. The Committee recommends ttied State party revise itsgislation and decriminalize
abortion in cases of therapeutlwoations and when the pregnancyhse result of rape or incest.

580. The Committee recommends that the Staty parengthen measures to promote
education programmes on sexaall reproductive health andrise awareness about, and
access to, safe contraception methods. Itr@isommends that the State party intensify its
efforts, including through public information caaigns, to control the spread of sexually
transmitted infections.

581. The Committee recommends tha 8tate party intensify its efforts, including through
public information campaigns, to control the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted
infections, and provide, in its reperiodic report, information atfie effect of measures taken,
including the effects of television and media pamns, as well as the role played by civil

society and by religious groups in this respect.

582. The Committee recommends tthegt State party review ifgoposed legislation on the
reduction in the parental medical leave benefit system, with a view to ensuring that it will not
represent a retrogressive measure affectingiihenum standards of the right to health, as
outlined in the Committee’s general comment No(Z8D0) on the right to the highest attainable
standard of health (artee12 of the Covenant).

583. The Committee recommends tthegt State party ensure that women in the reproductive
age are not discriminated against in the private health-care system.

584. The Committee requests the State parpydwide, in its next periodic report,
benchmarks regarding efforts to redweaste and to recycle more of it.
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585. The Committee recommends ttieg State party continue strengthen efforts to
improve the quality of education in municigahools and to addreee issue of dropouts,
especially among teenage girls, including bguseng adequate support for teenage mothers to
continue their education.

586. The Committee encourages the State pagiyoldde greater access to generic medicine
making use of the flexibility clauses permitted in the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement).

587. The Committee encourages the State pagyoidde human rights education in schools

at all levels and to raise aneness about human rightsperticular economic, social and

cultural rights, among State officials, including the armed forces, law enforcement personnel and
the judiciary.

588. The Committee requests the State party tordies¢e its concluding observations widely
to all levels of society, including among Stafécials and the judiciary, and to inform the
Committee on all steps taken to implement them in its next periodic report. It also encourages
the State party to continue to consult with gmvernmental organizatiormd other members of
civil society in the preparatioof its fourth periodic report.

589. The Committee requests the State parsybonit its fourth periodic report
by 30 June 20009.
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CHAPTER YV

Substantive issues arising in the implementation of the I nter national
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Cooper ation with specialized agencies. second meeting of the Joint Expert Group

UNESCO (Committee on Conventions and Recommendations)/Economic and

Social Council (Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) on the
Monitoring of the Right to Education

590. The Joint Expert Group UNESCO (Comeetbn Conventions and Recommendations)/
Economic and Social Council (Committee on Ecorm Social and Cultural Rights) on the
Monitoring of the Right to Educatidhheld its second meeting during the thirty-second session
of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cult®ights. The agenda for the meeting
reflected the priorities méioned in decision 167 EX/58,adopted by the UNESCO Executive
Board at its one hundred and sixty-seven#isie®m on 23 September 2003, following the first

' The Joint Expert Group, established by decision 5.4 adopted by the UNESCO Executive Board at

its 162nd session in October 2001, held its first meeting at UNESCO headquarters on 19 May 2003. The Joint
Expert Group is composed of four members: Ms. Virginia Bonoan-Dandan and Mr. Eibe Riedel, respectively
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Committee @m&uic, Social and Cultural Rights, representing the
Committee; and Messrs. Cornelis Pigot and Klaus Hifner, members of the Committee on Conventions and
Recommendations and representing it.

2 The agenda of the second meeting of the Joint Expert Group (3-4 May 2004) was as follows:
1. Cooperation between the UNESCO Committee on Conventions and Recommendations and the
United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: follow-up to the first
meeting of the Joint Expert Group of 19 May 2003 and to decision 167 EX/5.8, adopted by the
UNESCO Executive Board on 23 September 2003.

2. Research and studies on questions of key importance for strengthening the legal foundations of the
right to education.

3. Complementarity in monitoring the implementation of article 13 of the Covenant, on the right to
education, and the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education.

4. Defining strategies for future cooperation.
3 In paragraph 6 of this decision the UNESCO Executive Board:
“Requests the Joint Expert Group to give priority to the following issues:

(@) Strengthening of the foundations of the right to education in national legal systems on the
basis of international legal obligations;

(b) Suggestions and possible options for integrating the reporting obligations of the States
parties to the Convention against Discrimination in Education and those of the States parties
to the International Covenant on EcononSogial and Cultural Rights in accordance with
articles 13 and 14 of the Covenant;

(c) Definition of a set of indicators for the monitoring of the right to education.”
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meeting of the Joint Expert Group. As foreseen at the first méétingmbers of the Joint

Expert Group from the UNESCOommittee on Conventions and Recommendations were

invited at the outset to observe the dialoguedbeenant conducts withehStates parties to the
Covenant, while a State party is reportingd &dow general comment No. 13 (1999) on the right

to education (article 13 of th@ovenant) is used in reporting. This was followed by a brief
dialogue with the members of the Committeesmonomic, Social and Cultural Rights, during

which the ongoing collaboration between the Committee and UNESCO in the field of the right to
education and the key areas for discussions were highlighted. The Chairperson of the Committe
on Economic, Social and Cultudights recalled the importanoéthe Joint Expert Group as

being historic.

591. The meeting, presided over by Mr. Hifner, took place in a collegial spirit. Mr. A. Yusuf,
Director of the UNESCO Office of International®tlards and Legal Affairs, informed the Joint
Expert Group that suggestions it had madénduts first meeting had been taken into
consideration in the Rules Bfocedure concerning recommetioias to member States and
international conventionsovered by the terms of artid¥, paragraph 4, of the UNESCO
Constitution, part VI of which the UNESCGeneral Conferendead amended at its

thirty-second session on 15 October 2003 in its resolution 32 C/77.

592. In continuity with its first meeting, tli®int Expert Group attached high significance to
practical ways of complementarity in therk of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the Committee on Conventiand Recommendations in the monitoring of
the right to education. The thrust of the dssian was to identify core issues in a spirit of
bringing the two reporting systems closer. Given the fact that there are 83 States which are
parties to both the UNESCO Convention againscBmination in Edud#on and the Covenant,
concern was expressed about tls& of overlapping in the work of the committees as well as for
the States parties. There was a consenstigifthough there was some overlapping, the two
instruments were in essence different. Rather than examining the reports submitted by member
States on the implementation of the Conv@nindividually, the current practice of the
Committee on Conventions and Recommendationgevasamine a synthesis report prepared
by the UNESCO secretariat. The reportinggadure on the implementation of the Convention
had a general nature with a focus on the glolalistof its implementation in the world rather
than examining individual State reports, whiie reporting procedure dhe Covenant was an
individual one, focused on the State party andsthtus of the implemeation of the Covenant
provisions. Despite these differences, the ex@@nsed that there were possible ways to make
intelligent use of both procedures and the correspgridformation with regard to the right to
education. To further define the areas of sges and shared interests in the process of
streamlining, it was stated that both the G and the Convention should be carefully
examined as a starting point, guided by general comments and the revised Guidelines of the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights used for monitoring WdRleducing the
State burden in reporting was a guiding factéfith a view to providing a comparative

¥ SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2004, Supplement No. 2 (E/2004/22-E/C.12/2003/14),
chap. V, sect. A, para. 575.

> Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1991, Supplement No. 3 (E/1991/23-E/C.12/1990/8 and
Corr.1), annex IV.
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perspective for greater complementarity in monitoring the right to education, the experts
recommended that a document should be prepainezh would bring out the common features
as well as the differences in the Convention tiedCovenant, along with chart of equivalent
provisions and the States which are parteeboth the Convention and the Covenant.

593. Views were exchanged during the meeting on the concept of the rights-based approach
and the rights framework in relation to the tigh education. It was pointed out that while
monitoring the implementation of the righteducation, the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights bears in mind the overall impact of the Covenant as well as that of discrimination
on the right to education. Moreover, articleaf3he Covenant istiked with its article 2,

paragraph 2, and article 3. Consideration cbeldiven to a similar approach as regards the
implementation of the Conventioflhe essential question was htwtranslate in practical

terms the rights-based approach.

594. The experts deliberated at length oveiqginestions relating to the foundations of the

right to education in the legal system. Tha&logue that the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights maintains with the States parties to the Covenant focuses on the legal framework
and practical impact of laws @eloped in line with State obkgions under the Covenant. In
monitoring the right to education, lookingthe legislative setting and the constitution both in

law and in fact was crucial. Concrete national-level situations giving life to the letters of the
legal provisions were criticallynportant. Besides, the expgemphasized the significance of
institutional mechanisms of implementation and application of the legislative framework as well
as equity issues as regards the obligatiom@&inber States. They recommended that the legal
foundation of the right to educatishould be given highest priority.

595. In that perspective, the Joint Expert Group underlined the need to elaborate on the
complementarity of the two bodies in normataation. The importance of the legal framework
of implementation and applitan of national laws in relation to education for all was
recognized. The normative framework for the riggheducation as wedls its application was
highly significant. The proactive role tiNESCO and the technical assistance being provided
to member States for modernizing legislationdducation for all deseed enhanced support.
Reflections upon the normative implications of thakar Framework for Action, adopted at the
World Education Forum, were very valuable iatthontext. The experts reiterated the need for
research and studies and analysis of educatemilaseveral areas, suak how international
obligations on the right to education are incorpasiahto the domestic legal order; how the right
to basic education as a fundamental right was integrated into constitutions; and how national
laws were applied. They recomnued that the organization of an expert seminar on the right to
education, its normative framewaakd its application should baken up on a priority basis.

596. As at the first meeting, the need for @erbperational definitionghich could provide
elements necessary for measuring the progress in the realization of the right to education was
reiterated. Such operational defions were considered impontsto put the work of the

secretariat into a broader andligefined context. They wer crucial factor for clarity.

The Joint Expert Group, therefore, agreeat tine focus of the cooperation between the
Committee on Economic, Social and Culturagii®s and the Committee on Conventions and
Recommendations had to be thebelation of operational definitions particular with regard to

the right to education on the grounds of lggmlameters and genecimment No. 13 (1999) of

the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rigl@sestions such as how basic education
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differed from education; what the legal parametérgelong education were, for instance, must
have a common conceptual framework. ThetIexpert Group, therefore, recommended that it
was highly necessary to organizeeapert seminar on €laitional questions.

597. The experts discussed how cooperatitwdzn the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the Committee on Conventiand Recommendatios$fiould be organized
during the whole process. It was stressedithveds important not only to consider the options

and possibilities but also at that early stage of consideration to bear in mind the implementation
and effective realization of the right to edtica. UNESCO, a specialized agency within the
United Nations system, should assist theknaf the Committee on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights by providing data and infioation on States pi#@s to the Covenamk ante as an
institutional attempt to make the data more objective. In this respect, the role of ILO in the work
of the Committee on Economic, Sociaid Cultural Rights was citétl. Based on such

information, members of the Committee could rgsestions to the States parties as proposed

by UNESCO. It was recalled that UNESCQ@g#iminated the concluding observations the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rigidspted for follow-up action by the State

party after the consideration of the reports. In those concluding observations, the Committee
advised States parties to seek asstetdom UNESCO. With regard to tler post procedure,
UNESCO would receive the report and the concluding observations immediately after the
sessions of the Committee on Economic, Socidl@ultural Rights. Action taken by UNESCO
within the framework of the follow-up to the cdading observations could be very helpful.
Overall, the Joint Expert Group agreed on theelaration of exchange of information between

the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rigind UNESCO in the field of education.

598. Another item discussed wiai® question of developingdicators for measuring the
progressive realization of theght to education. Although maimydicators relating to education
as such existed, indicators measurirgright to education were underdevelopedn this

respect, the importance of general key indicaaois State obligations as well as indicators for
the measurement of the obligations to respedgirditect and to fulfil wa stressed. The experts
dwelt upon the responsibility of the UNESCO InstitigeStatistics as a main source for reliable
and comparable statistics with regard to education. As the data were already computerized, the
could be provided in the shorte, although no aggregated data with regard to the right to
education as such would yet be availabtavas recommended thelbser cooperation with

the Institute for Statistics and the Education for All Global Monitoring Report Team be
institutionalized.

599. In the context of discussion on the coredssthe question of guidelines for assisting
member States in structuring the reports onirtiementation of the @vention was discussed.
In the spirit of promoting complementarity in monitoring, it was suggested that these guidelines

% |LO submits reports concerning special information almoember States in its field of competence, which are
regarded as extremely helpful in the practice of the Committee, since data on an objective basis are of utmost
importance for the measurement of the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights.

" The Joint Expert Group took into consideration a scientific seminar, organized by the International Organization
for the Development of Freedom of Education in 2003 with regard to the measurement of the progressive realizatior
of cultural rights and especially of the right to edugaby indicators. This could be extremely important with

regard to the legal framework and could embrace pacpplication of the right education as well.
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should be prepared, bearing in mind relevandelines of the United Nations system, the
revised Guidelines used by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its
general comment No. 13 (1999). This would cbute to integrating the reporting obligations
of the States parties to the Convention and thofleeobtates parties tbe Covenant (articles 13
and 14 on the right to education). It was agtbedlit had to be defined how the input of the
Committee in this process within UNESCO could be enforced.

600. Furthermore, the Joint Expert Group dgsed the importance of the UNESCO National
Commissions as a main means of strengthenintptfa foundations of the right to education as
deriving from international obligations and of editgtiing a dialogue at the national level. This
“untapped resource” of UNESCO could be very helpful to empower and mobilize civil society.
The discussion indicated the need for actively involving the UNESCO National Commissions in
the State reporting and the follow-up as they ddnd a source of reliable information with

regard to the implementation and realizatiomafan rights and in particular the right to
education.

601. The experts gave consideration to the mgeiirStates parties to the Convention against
Discrimination in Education, to berganized in October 2005 on thidelines of the thirty-third
session of the General Conference of UNESCGQ@habthey can adopt appropriate measures to
improve the reporting procedures on the Coiod, as stipulated in decision 165 EX/6.2,
adopted at its one hundred and sixty-fifth sessibmas suggested that the Joint Expert Group
could be ariving forceas regards the organization of this meeting.

602. While concluding the meeting, it was deditleat the report of the Joint Expert Group
would include the summary of discussipakng with suggestions and a set of
recommendations. After its agwal by the members of tl®int Expert Group, this will

be presented as a document by thai@man of the Committee on Conventions and
Recommendations to the forthcoming sessn September/October 2004, and by the
Chairperson of the Committee on Economic, Soaidl @ultural Rights to its thirty-third session
in November 2004.

603. Finally, it was proposed that the next megptihthe Joint ExpeGroup could be planned
in October 2004 on the occasion of the one herénd seventieth session of the UNESCO
Executive Board, or in January 2005, and thlesequent meeting in April 2005 during the
thirty-fourth session of the Committee on Economigi&8iaand Cultural Rights in Geneva. The
Chairperson of this Committee in her generadatosions on behalf of the Joint Expert Group
commended the work done by the secretariats of both the Committee and UNESCO.
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CHAPTER VI

Decisions adopted and matter s discussed by the Committee
at itsthirty-second and thirty-third sessions

A. General comments

604. At its thirty-second session, the Committag a follow-up to its day of general
discussion on the equal rightrmen and women to the enjoynieri all economic, social and
cultural rights (article 3 afhe Covenant), at its twenty-eighth session on 13 May 2002,
continued its discussions on thafirgeneral comment on article 3tbe Covenant. At the same
session, the Committee, as a follow-up to its alageneral discussion on the right to work
(article 6 of the Covenantyt its thirty-first sessionn 24 November 2003, began its
consideration and adopti of the draft general comment otice 6 of the Covenant. At its
thirty-third session, the Committee continued dasideration of the draft general comment on
article 3 of the Covenant amegan its discussion on the drgéneral comment on article 15,
paragraph 1d), of the Covenant (the right to bdéiniérom the protection of the moral and
material interests resulting froamy scientific, literaryor artistic productiomf which he is the
author).

B. Cooperation with special procedures mechanisms of the
Commission on Human Rights

605. The Committee, at its thirty-second session uagenda item “Substantive issues arising
in the implementation of the International Cogaet on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”,
had a meeting with Ms. @e Albuquerque, Chairperson4{iterteur of the open-ended

Working Group of the Commission on Human Rightth a view to considering options
regarding the elaboration of an optional protdoahe Covenant. In response to Commission
resolution 2004/29, adopted on 19 April 2004, in paragraplk)ef (vhich it invited a
representative of the Committeedattend meetings of the Working Group as a resource person,
the Committee designated Mr. E. Riedel to represent it at the next meeting of that Working
Group. Mr. G. Malinverni was desigmeal as alternate for this purpose.

606. At its thirty-third session, on 15 Nauber 2004, members of the Committee met the
Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group wHorimed them of the status of preparations
for the second meeting of the Working Grodpe to be held from 10 to 21 January 2005, and
the modalities of cooperationtaeen the Committee and the Working Group were discussed.

607. Committee members expressed their unanimous support for establishing a
communications procedure under an optional paittcthe Covenant and their appreciation
for the efforts of the Chairperson-Rapportetithe Working Group in moving forward the
process. Committee members also welcomedafiproach taken by the Working Group of
consulting widely with treaty bodies as wellaish other internatinal and regional human
rights mechanisms with communications phaes with a view to learning from their
experiences. The Chairperson-Rapporteur nibteidthe Committee had an important role to
play in explaining to States what kindases it might consider under a communications
procedure. Committee members agreed thatsimoeld be dedicated to this issue at the
Committee’s next meeting with Statesrties, scheduled for 10 May 2005.
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608. With regard to the draft optional pradbprepared by Committee and submitted to the
Commission on Human Rights in 198%he Committee hoped it would serve as a useful
starting point for discussions in the WorgiGroup. The Committee reaffirmed its position,
stated in its report to the CommissiSrgoncerning the desirability of a comprehensive and
inclusive approach, whereby a communications@dare would apply to all of the substantive
rights of the Covenant and both imdiuals and groups would be grantedus standi.

C. Cooperation with specialized agencies
UNESCO

609. The UNESCO (Committee on Conventiond Recommendations)/Economic and Social
Council (Committee on Economic, Social andt@al Rights) Joint Expert Group on the

Monitoring of the Right to Education held gecond meeting on 3 and 4 May 2004 in Geneva.

It decided that the third meeting would be hieldParis, at UNESCO headquarters, during the
thirty-fourth session of the Committee in May 2005. The Committee also had a fruitful
discussion with UNESCO representativesstrengthening cooperation between UNESCO

and the Committee with a view to promoting and protecting the right to education (see chapter V
above).

FAO

610. Two Committee members participated i fitergovernmental Working Group for the
Elaboration of a Set of VoluntaGuidelines to Support the Progséve Realization of the Right

to Adequate Food in the Contexf National Food Security, convened by FAO. During the
sessions, Committee members, together withesgptatives of other United Nations bodies,
participated in a constructive dialoguémState representatives and non-governmental
organizations, presenting the views of the Committee and helping to elucidate several issues.
Among the issues discussed was the relevance of the Committee’s general comment

No. 12 (1999) - on the right to adequate food¢krtl1 of the Covenant) - to the debate and

of its inclusion in the text. In the final docemt, general comment No. 12 (1999) is referred to
as providing the views of Committee experts anphogressive realization of the right to
adequate food. The spirit and laage of the general comment are also reflected in parts of the
final text.

ILO

611. Atits thirty-third session, on 25 November 2004, the Committee held an informal
meeting with members of the ILO Committee ofpérts on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations. This was the second meégthgeen the two Committees (the first meeting
was held in November 2003) withe aim of strengthening coeqation between the two treaty
monitoring bodies. Main issues discussedensomplementarities between treaty monitoring

18 SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997, Supplement No. 2 (E/1997/22-E/C.12/1996/6),
annex V.
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under the Covenant and ILO Conventiond #llow-up to the Committees’ concluding
observations at national level within thenfrawork of the Secretary-General’s action 2
programme"

D. The Secretary-General’sproposals on the United Nations
human rightstreaty bodies system

612. Atits thirty-third session, pursuantthe recommendation of the Third Inter-Committee
Meeting of Human Rights Treaty Bodies (A/59/28Anex, sect. VI, point of agreement 1V) that
was endorsed by the sixteenth Meeting of Gieisons of these bodies, the Committee held a
discussion on “the draft proposed guidelined ather matters relating to the harmonization

of [the committees’] reporting guidelinesThe Committee’s views were transmitted to

Mr. K. Filali, designated rapporteur of the etiegs, to follow up with the recommendation for
all treaty bodies to discuss the outcome ofrtieetings and report back to the Inter-Committee
Meeting and the Meeting of Chairpersons in 2005.

¥ See A/57/387 and Corr.1.
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CHAPTER VII

Adoption of thereport

613. At its 56th meeting, held on 26 Novean2004, the Committee considered its draft
report to the Economic and Social Council onwleek of its thirty-second and thirty-third
sessions (E/C.12/2004/CRP.1). The Committempted the report as amended during the
discussions.
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ANNEXES

Annex |

States partiesto the Covenant and status of submission of reports

(as of 26 November 2004)

A. Initial and second periodic reports

State party Date of entry into I nitial reports Second periodic reports
force Articles6-9 | Articles10-12 |  Articles13-15 Articles6-9 | Articles10-12 |  Articles13-15
(Summary records of consideration of reports)
1. Afghanistan| 24 April 1983 E/1990/5/Add.8 (E/C.12/1991/SR.2, 4-6 and 8) Overdue
2. Albania 4 January 1992 Overdue
3. Algeria 12 Decembd®89 E/1990/5/Add.22 (E/C.12/1995/SR.46 and 47) E/1990/6/Add.26 (E/C.12/2001/SR.65 and 66)
4. Angola 10 April 1992 Overdue
5. Argentina 8 November 1986 E/1990/5/Add.18 E/1988/5/Add.4 E/1990/6/Add.16
(E/C.12/1994/SR.30-32) and Add.8 (E/C.12/1999/SR.33-36)
(E/C.12/1990/
SR.18-20)
. Armenia 13 Decemb#f93 E/1990/5/Add.36 (E/C.12/1999/SR.38-40) Overdue
7. Australia 10 March 1976 E/1978/8/Add.1% E/1980/6/Add.22 | E/1982/3/Add.9 E/1984/7/Add.22 | E/1986/4/Add.7 E/1990/7/Add.13
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1993/
SR.12 and 13) SR.18) SR.13 and 14 SR.17, 18 and 21)| SR.10, 11, 13 SR.13, 15 and 20)
and 14)
8. Austria 10 Decembé&®78 E/1984/6/Add.17 | E/1980/6/Add.19 | E/1982/3/Add.37 | E/1990/6/Add.5 E/1986/4/Add.8 E/1990/6/Add.5
(E/C.12/1988/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1994/ and Corr.1 (E/C.12/1994/
SR.3 and 4) SR.8) SR.3) SR.39-41) (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.39-41)
SR.4 and 7)

9. Azerbaijan

13 November 1992

E/1990/5/Add.30 (E/C.12/1997/SR.39-41)

E/1990/6/Add.37
(E/C.12/2004/SR.41-43)

10. Bangladesh

5 January 1999

Overdue

11. Barbados

3 January 1976

E/1978/8/Add.33/1980/6/Add.27
(E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/

E/1982/3/Add.24
(E/1983/WG.1/

Overdue

SR.3) SR.6 and 7) SR.14 and 15)
12. Belarus 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.19E/1980/6/Add.18 | E/1982/3/Add.3 E/1984/7/Add.8 E/1986/4/Add.19 | E/1990/7/Add.5
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1992/
SR.16) SR.16) SR.9 and 10) SR.13-15) SR.10-12) SR.2, 3 and 12)
13. Belgium 21 July 1983 E/1990/5/Add.15 (E/C1B®4/SR.15-17) E/1990/6/Add.18 (E/C.12/2000/SR.64-66)
14. Benin 12 June 1992 E/1990/5/Add.48 (E/C.12/2002/SR.8-10 Due on 30 June 2007
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Annex | (continued)

State party Date of entry into Initial reports Second periodic reports
force Articles6-9 | Articles10-12 | Articles13-15 Articles6-9 | Articles10-12 |  Articles13-15
(Summary records of consideration of reports)
15. Bolivia 12 November 1982 E/1990/5/Add.44 (E/C.12/2001/SR.15-17 Due on 30 June 2005
16. Bosnia and 6 March 1993 E/1990/5/Add.65
Herzegovina (Received on 21 July 2004) (Pending consideration)
17. Brazil 24 April 1992 E/1990/5/Add.53 (E/C.12/2003/SR.8-10) Due on 30 June 2006
18. Bulgaria 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.24E/1980/6/Add.29 | E/1982/3/Add.23 | E/1984/7/Add.18 | E/1986/4/Add.20
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
SR.12) SR.8) SR.11-13) SR.9 and 11) SR.17-19)
19. Burkina Faso 4 April 1999 Overdue
20. Burundi 9 August 1990 Overdue
21. Cambodia 26 August 1992 Overdue
22. Cameroon 27 September 1984  E/1990/5/Add.B%/1986/3/Add.8 E/1990/5/Add.35 Overdue
(E/C.12/1999/ (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1999/
SR.41-43) SR.6 and 7) SR.41-43)
23. Canada 19 August 1976 E/1978/8/Add.32E/1980/6/Add.32 | E/1982/3/Add.34 | E/1984/7/Add.28 E/1990/6/Add.3
(E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1993/SR.6 and 7)
SR.1 and 2) SR.4 and 6) SR.13, 15 and 16)| SR.8 and 11)
24. Cape Verde 6 November 1993 Overdue
25. Central 8 August 1981 Overdue
African
Republic
26. Chad 9 September 1995 Overdue
27. Chile 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.10 E/1980/6/Add.4 E/1982/3/Add.40 | E/1984/7/Add.1 E/1986/4/Add.18 Overdue
and 28 (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
(E/1980/WG.1/ SR.7) SR.12, 13 and 16)| SR.11 and 12) SR.12, 13 and 16)
SR.8 and 9)
28. China 27 June 2001 E/1990/5/Add.59 (Pending consideration)
29. Colombia 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.17E/1986/3/Add.3 E/1982/3/Add.36 | E/1984/7/Add.21/ | E/1986/4/Add.25 | E/1990/7/Add.4
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ Rev.1 (E/C.12/1990/ (E/C.12/1991/
SR.15) SR.6 and 9) SR.15, 21 and 22)| (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.12-14 and 17) | SR.17, 18 and 25)
SR.22 and 25)
30. Congo 5 January 1984 Overdue (without report: E/C.12/2000/SR.16 and 1[7)
31. Costa Rica 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.3 (E/C.12/1990/SR.38, 40, 41 and 43) Overdue
32. Cbote d’'lvoire 26 June 1992 Overdue
33. Croatia 8 October 1991 E/1990/5/Add.46 (E/C.12/2001/SR.69-71) Due on 30 June 2006
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34. Cyprus 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.2[1E/1980/6/Add.3 E/1982/3/Add.19 | E/1984/7/Add.13 | E/1986/4/Add.2
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ and 26
SR.17) SR.6) SR.7 and 8) SR.18 and 22) (E/C.12/1990/
SR.2, 3 and 5)
35. Czech 1 January 1993 E/1990/5/Add.47 (E/C.12/2002/SR.3-5) Due on 30 June 2007
Republic
36. Democratic 14 Decembel 981 E/1984/6/Add.7 | E/1986/3/Add.5 E/1988/5/Add.6 E/1990/6/Add.35
People’s (E/C.12/1987/ (E/C.12/1987/ (E/C.12/1991/ (E/C.12/2003/SR.44-46)
Republic SR.21 and 22) SR.21 and 22) SR.6, 8 and 10)
of Korea
37. Democratic 1 February 1977 E/1984/6/Add.18 E/1986/3/Add.7 E/1982/3/Add.41 Overdue
Republic of (E/C.12/1988/SR.16-19)
the Congo
38. Denmark 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.13E/1980/6/Add.15 | E/1982/3/Add.20 | E/1984/7/Add.11 | E/1986/4/Add.16
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
SR.10) SR.12) SR.8 and 9) SR.17 and 21) SR.8 and 9)
39. Dijibouti 5 February 2003 Due on 30 June 2005
40. Dominica 17 September 19938 Overdue
41. Dominican 4 April 1978 E/1990/5/Add.4 (E/C.12/1990/SR.43atEl 47) E/1990/6/Add.7 (E/C.12/1996/SR.29 and 30)
Republic (E/C.12/1997/SR.29-31)
42. Ecuador 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.1 E/1986/3/Add.14 E/1988/5/Add.7| E/1984/7/Add.12 E/1990/6/Add.36
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1990/SR.37-39 and 42) (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/2004/SR.15-17)
SR.4 and 5) SR.20 and 22)
43. Egypt 14 April 1982 E/1990/5/Add.38 (E/C.12/2000/SR.12 and 13) Overdue
44. El Salvador 29 February 1980 E/1990/5/Add.25 (E/C.12/1996/SR.15, 16 and 18 Overdue
45. Equatorial 25 Decembet 987 Overdue
Guinea
46. Eritrea 17 July 2001 Overdue
47. Estonia 21 January 1992 E/1990/5/Add.51 (E/C.12/2002/SR.41-43) Due on 30 June 2007
48. Ethiopia 11 September 19938 Overdue
49. Finland 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.14E/1980/6/Add.11 | E/1982/3/Add.28 | E/1984/7/Add.14 | E/1986/4/Add.4 E/1990/7/Add.1
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1991/
SR.6) SR.10) SR.7 and 8) SR.17 and 18) SR.8,9and 11) | SR.11, 12 and 16)
50. France 4 February 1981 E/1984/6/Add.}1E/1986/3/Add.10 | E/1982/3/Add.30 E/1990/6/Add.27
(E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1989/ and Corr.1 (E/C.12/2001/SR.67 and 68)
SR.18, 19 and 21)| SR.12 and 13) (E/1985/WG.1/
SR.5 and 7)
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51. Gabon 21 April 1983 Overdue
52. Gambia 29 March 1979 Overdue
53. Georgia 3 August 1994 E/1990/5/Add.37 (E/C.12/2000/SR.3-5) E/1990/6/Add.31 (E/C.12/2002/SR.35 and 36)
54. Germany 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.8 E/1980/6/Add.6 E/1982/3/Add.15 | E/1984/7/Add.3 E/1986/4/Add.11 | E/1990/7/Add.12
and Corr.1 (E/1981/WG.1/ and Corr.1 and 23 (E/C.12/1987/ (E/C.12/1993/
(E/1980/WG.1/ SR.8) (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ SR.11, 12 and 14)| SR.35 and 36)
SR.8) E/1980/6/Add.10 | SR.5 and 6) SR.12 and 16) E/1986/4/Add.10
E/1978/8/Add.11 | (E/1981/WG.1/ E/1982/3/Add.14 | E/1984/7/Add.24 | (E/C.12/1987/
(E/1980/WG.1/ SR.10) (E/1982/WG.1/ and Corr.1 SR.19 and 20)
SR.10) SR.17 and 18) (E/1986/WG.1/
SR.22-23 and 25)
55. Ghana 7 Decemhb2000 Overdue
56. Greece 16 August 1985 E/1990/5/Add.56 (E/C.12/2004/SR.6-8) Due on 30 June 2009
57. Grenada 6 Decemii391 Overdue
58. Guatemala 19 August 1988 E/1990/5/Add.24 (E/C.12/1996/SR.11-14) E/1990/Add.34/Rev.1 (E/C.12/2003/SR.38 and 3
59. Guinea 24 April 1978 Overdue
60. Guinea-Bissal 2 October 1992 Overdue
61. Guyana 15 May 1977 E/1990/5/Add.27 E/1982/3/Add.5,
(Pending consideration) 29 and 32
(E/1984/WG.1/
SR.20 and 22 and
E/1985/WG.1/
SR.6)
62. Honduras 17 May 1981 E/1990/5/Add.40 (E/C.12/2001/SR.5-8) Due on 30 June 2006
63. Hungary 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.7| E/1980/6/Add.37 | E/1982/3/Add.10 | E/1984/7/Add.15 | E/1986/4/Add.1 E/1990/7/Add.10
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1992/
SR.7) SR.6-7 and 9) SR.14) SR.19 and 21) SR.6-7 and 9) SR.9, 12 and 21)
64. Iceland 22 November 1974 E/1990/5/Add.6 (E/C.12/1993/SR.29-31) E/1990/6/Add.15 (E/C.12/1999/SR.3-5)
and Add.14 and Corr.1
65. India 10 July 1979 E/1984/6/Add.13| E/1980/6/Add.34 | E/1988/5/Add.5 Overdue
(E/1986/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1990/
SR.20 and 24) SR.6 and 8) SR.16, 17 and 19)
66. Iran (Islamic 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.9 E/1982/3/Add.43 Overdue
Republic of) (E/C.12/1993/SR.7-9 and 20) (E/C.12/1990/

SR.42, 43 and 45)
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67. Iraq 3 January 1976 E/1984/6/Add.3| E/1980/6/Add.14 | E/1982/3/Add.26 E/1986/4/Add.3 E/1990/7/Add.15
and 8 (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1994/
(E/1985/WG.1/ SR.12) SR.3 and 4) SR.8 and 11) SR.11 and 14)
SR.8 and 11)
68. Ireland 8 March 1990 E/1990/5/Add.34 (E/C.12/1999/SR.14-16) E/1990/6/Add.29 (E/C.12/2002/SR.6 and 7)
69. Israel 3 January 1992 E/1990/5/Add.39 (E/C.BB/ER.31-33) E/1990/6/Add.32 (E/C.12/2001/SR.17, 18 and 19;
E/C.12/1/Add.90)
70. ltaly 15 Decembdr978 E/1978/8/Add.34 | E/1980/6/Add.31 E/1990/6/Add.2 (E/C.12/1992/SR.13, 14 and 21)
(E/1982/WG.1/ and 36
SR.3 and 4) (E/1984/WG.1/
SR.3 and 5)
71. Jamaica 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.27E/1986/3/Add.12 | E/1988/5/Add.3 E/1984/7/Add.30 E/1990/6/Add.28
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1990/ (E/C.12/1990/ (E/C.12/1990/ (E/C.12/2001/SR.73)
SR.20) SR.10-12 and 15) | SR.10-12 and 15) | SR.10-12 and 15)
72. Japan 21 September 1979  E/1984/6/Add.6 E/1986/3/Add.4 E/1982/3/Add.7 E/1990/6/Add.21 and Corr.1
and Corr.1 and Corr.1 (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/C.12/2001/SR.42-43)
(E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.12 and 13)
SR.9 and 10) SR.20, 21 and 23)
73. Jordan 3 January 1976 E/1984/6/Add.15E/1986/3/Add.6 E/1982/3/Add.38/ E/1990/6/Add.17
(E/C.12/1987/ (E/C.12/1987/ Rev.1 (E/C.12/2000/SR.30-33)
SR.6-8) SR.8) (E/C.12/1990/
SR.30-32)
74. Kenya* 3 January 1976 Overdue Overdue
75.  Kuwait 31 August 1996 E/1990/5/Add.57 (E/C.12/2004/SR.9-11) Due on 30 June 2009
76. Kyrgyzstan 7 January 1995 E/1990/5/Add.42 (E/C.12/2000/SR.42-44) Due on 30 June 2005
77. Latvia 14 July 1992 Overdue
78. Lebanon 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.16 (E/C.12/1993/SR.14, 16 and 21 Overdue
79. Lesotho 9 Decemb#992 Overdue
80. Libyan Arab 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.26 E/1982/3/Add.6 E/1990/6/Add.38
Jamabhiriya (E/C.12/1997/SR.20 and 21) and 25 (Received on 4 June 2004 - pending consideration)
(E/1983/WG.1/
SR.16 and 17)
81. Liechtenstein 10 March 1999 E/1990/5/Add.66
(Received on 4 October 2004 - pending consideration)
82. Lithuania 20 February 1992 E/1990/5/Add.55 (E/C.12/2004/SR.3-5) Due on 30 June 2009
83. Luxembourg 18 November 1983 E/1990/5/Add.1 (EQ990/SR.33-36) E/1990/6/Add.9 (E/C.12/1997/SR.48 and 49)
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84. Madagascar 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.2%E/1980/6/Add.39 Overdue E/1984/7/Add.19 Overdue
(E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/
SR.2) SR.2, 3 and 5) SR.14 and 18)
85. Malawi 22 March 1994 Overdue
86. Mali 3 January 1976 Overdue
87. Malta 13 Decemb@®90 E/1990/5/Add.58 Due on 30 June 2009
(E/C.12/2004/SR.32 and 33)
88. Mauritius 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.21 (E/C.12/1995/SR.40, 41 and 43) Overdue
89. Mexico 23 June 1981 E/1984/6/Add.2 | E/1986/3/Add.13 | E/1982/3/Add.8 E/1990/6/Add.4
and 10 (E/C.12/1990/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1993/SR.32-35)
(E/1986/WG.1/ SR.6, 7 and 9) SR.14 and 15)
SR.24, 26 and 28)
90. Monaco 28 November 1997 E/1990/5/Add.64 (Received on 27 April 2004 - pendipg
consideration)
91. Mongolia 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.6| E/1980/6/Add.7 E/1982/3/Add.11 | E/1984/7/Add.6 E/1986/4/Add.9
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/
SR.7) SR.8 and 9) SR.15 and 16) SR.16 and 18) SR.5 and 7)
92. Morocco 3 August 1979 E/1990/5/Add.13 (E/C.12/1994/SR.8-10) E/1990/6/Add.20 (E/C.12/2000/SR.70-72)
93. Namibia 28 February 1995 Overdue
94. Nepal 14 August 1991 E/1990/5/Add.45 (E/C.12/2001/SR.44-46) Due on 30 June 2006
95. Netherlands 11 March 1979 E/1984/6/Add.14E/1980/6/Add.33 | E/1982/3/Add.35 | E/1990/6/Add. 11-| E/1986/4/Add.24 | E/1990/6/Add.11-13
and 20 (E/1984/WG.1/ and 44 13 (E/C.12/1998/ | (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1998/
(E/C.12/1987/ SR.4-6 and 8) (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.13-17) SR.14 and 15) SR.13-17)
SR.5 and 6) SR.14 and 18)
(E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1989/
SR.14 and 15) SR.14 and 15)
96. New Zealand] 28 March 1979 E/1990/5/Add.5, Add.1118n@/C.12/1993/SR.24-26) E/1990/6/Add.33 (E/C.12/2003/SR.11 gnd 12
97. Nicaragua 12 June 1980 E/1984/6/Add.9 E/1986/3/Add.15 | E/1982/3/Add.31 Overdue
(E/1986/WG.1/ and 16 and Corr.1
SR.16, 17 and 19)| (E/C.12/1993/ (E/1985/WG.1/
SR.27 and 28) SR.15)
98. Niger 7 June 1986 Overdue
99. Nigeria 29 October 1993 E/1990/5/Add.31 (E/C.12/1998/SR.6-8) Overdue
100. Norway 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.1P E/1980/6/Add.5 E/1982/3/Add.12 | E/1984/7/Add.16 | E/1986/4/Add.21 | E/1990/7/Add.7

(E/1980/WG.1/

(E/1981/WG.1/

SR.5)

SR.14)

(E/1982/WG.1/
SR.16)

(E/1984/WG.1/

SR.19 and 22)

(E/C.12/1988/
SR.14 and 15)

(E/C.12/1992/
SR.4,5 and 12)
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101. Panama 8 June 1977 E/1984/6/Add.19E/1980/6/Add.20 | E/1988/5/Add.9 E/1990/6/Add.24 | E/1986/4/Add.22 | E/1990/6/Add.24
(E/C.12/1991/ and 23 (E/C.12/1991/ (E/C.12/2001/ (E/C.12/1991/ (E/C.12/2001/
SR.3, 5 and 8) (E/1982/WG.1/ SR.3, 5 and 8) SR.36) SR.3, 5 and 8) SR.36)
SR.5)
102. Paraguay 10 September 1992 E/1990/5/Add.23 (E/C.12/1996/SR.1, 2 and 4) Overdue
103. Peru 28 July 1978 E/1984/6/Add.5 E/1990/5/Add.29 Overdue
(E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1997/SR.14-17)
SR.11 and 18)
104. Philippines 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.4 E/1986/3/Add.17 | E/1988/5/Add.2 E/1984/7/Add.4 Overdue
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1995/ (E/C.12/1990/ (E/1984/WG.1/
SR.11) SR.11, 12 and 14)| SR.8, 9 and 11) | SR.15 and 20)
105. Poland 18 June 1977 E/1978/8/Add.2BE/1980/6/Add.12 | E/1982/3/Add.21 | E/1984/7/Add.26 | E/1986/4/Add.12 | E/1990/7/Add.9
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1983/WG.1/ and 27 (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1992/
SR.18 and 19) SR.11) SR.9 and 10) (E/1986/WG.1/ SR.5 and 6) SR.6, 7 and 15)
SR.25-27)
106. Portugal 31 October 1978 E/1980/6/Add.35E/1982/3/Add.27/ E/1990/6/Add.6 (E/C.12/1995/SR.7, 8 and 10)
Rev.1 Rev.1 E/1990/6/Add.8 (Macau) (E/C.12/1996/SR.31-33)
(E/1985/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/
SR.2 and 4) SR.6 and 9)
107. Republic of | 10 July 1990 E/1990/5/Add.19 (E/C.12/1995/SR.3, 4 and 6) E/1990/6/Add.23 (E/C.12/2001/SR.12-14)
Korea
108. Republic of 26 March 1993 E/1990/5/Add.52 (E/C.12/2003/SR.32-34) Due on 30 June 2008
Moldova
109. Romania 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.20E/1980/6/Add.1 E/1982/3/Add.13 | E/1984/7/Add.17 | E/1986/4/Add.17 | E/1990/7/Add.14
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1994/
SR.16 and 17) SR.5) SR.17 and 18) SR.10 and 13) SR.6) SR.5, 7 and 13)
110. Russian 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.16 E/1980/6/Add.17 | E/1982/3/Add.1 E/1984/7/Add.7 E/1986/4/Add.14 | E/1990/7/Add.8
Federation (E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1987! (withdrawn)
SR.14) SR.14 and 15) SR.11 and 12) SR.9 and 10) SR.16-18)
111. Rwanda 3 January 1976 E/1984/6/Add.4 E/1986/3/Add.1 E/1982/3/Add.42 | E/1984/7/Add.29 Overdue
(E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1989/
SR.10 and 12) SR.16 and 19) SR.10-12) SR.10-12)
112. Saint 9 February 1982 Overdue
Vincent
and the
Grenadines
113. San Marino 18 January 1986 Overdue
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114. Senegal 13 May 1978 E/1984/6/Add.2R E/1980/6/Add.13/ | E/1982/3/Add.17 E/1990/6/Add.25
(E/C.12/1993/ Rev.1 (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/C.12/2001/SR.32 and 33)
SR.37 and 38) (E/1981/WG.1/ SR.14-16)
SR.11)
115. Serbia and 12 March 2001 E/1990/5/Add.61
Montenegro (Pending
consideration)
116. Seychelles 5 August 1982 Overdue
117. Sierra Leone 23 November 1996 Overdue
118. Slovakia 28 May 1993 E/1990/5/Add.49 (E/C.12/2002/SR.30-32) Due on 30 June 2007
119. Slovenia 6 July 1992 E/1990/5/Add.62¢Bived on 26 March 2004 - pending
consideration)
120. Solomon 17 March 1982 Overdue (without report: E/C.12/1999/SR.9) Due on 30 June 2005
Islands E/1990/5/Add.50 (E/C.12/2002/SR.38 and 39)
121. Somalia 24 April 1990 Overdue
122. Spain 27 July 1977 E/1978/8/Add.26 E/1980/6/Add.28 | E/1982/3/Add.22 | E/1984/7/Add.2 E/1986/4/Add.6 E/1990/7/Add.3
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1983/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1991/
SR.20) SR.7) SR.10 and 11) SR.12 and 14) SR.10 and 13) SR.13, 14, 16
and 22)
123. Sri Lanka 11 September 1980 E/1990/5/Add.32 (E/C.12/1998/SR.3-5) Overdue
124. Sudan 18 June 1986 E/1990/5/Add.41 (E/C.12/2000/SR.36 and 38-41) Overdue
125. Suriname 28 March 1977 E/1990/5/Add.20 (E/C.12/1995/SR.13, 15 and 16) Overdue
126. Swaziland 26 June 2004 Due on 30 June 2006
127. Sweden 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.5 E/1980/6/Add.8 E/1982/3/Add.2 E/1984/7/Add.5 E/1986/4/Add.13 | E/1990/7/Add.2
(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1988/ (E/C.12/1991/
SR.15) SR.9) SR.19 and 20) SR.14 and 16) SR.10 and 11) SR.11-13 and 18)
128. Switzerland 18 September 1992 E/1990/5/Add.33 (E/C.12/1998/SR.37-39) Overdue
129. Syrian Arab 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.25 E/1980/6/Add.9 E/1990/6/Add.1 (E/C.12/1991/SR.7, 9 and 11)
Republic and 31 (E/1981/WG.1/
(E/1983/WG.1/ SR.4)
SR.2)
130. Tajikistan 4 April 1999 Overdue
131. Thailand 5 Decemb&®99 Overdue
132. The former 17 September 1991 Overdue
Yugoslav
Republic of

Macedonia
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133. Timor-Leste 16 July 2003 Due on 30 June 2005

134. Togo 24 August 1984 Overdue (without report: E/C.12/2001/SR.19 and 25)

135. Trinidad and 8 March 1979 E/1984/6/Add.21 E/1986/3/Add.11 E/1988/5/Add|1 E/1990/6/Add.30 (E/C.12/2002/SR.15 and 16)
Tobago (E/C.12/1989/SR.17-19)

136. Tunisia 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.3 E/1986/3/Add.9 E/1990/6/Add.14 (E/C.12/1999/SR.17-19)

(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1989/
SR.5 and 6) SR.9)

137. Turkey 23 Decemb@003 Due on 30 June 2005

138. Turkmenistan 1 August 1997 Overdue

139. Uganda 21 April 1987 Overdue

140. Ukraine 3 January 1976 E/1978/8/Add.2R E/1980/6/Add.24 | E/1982/3/Add.4 E/1984/7/Add.9 E/1986/4/Add.5 E/1990/7/Add.11

(E/1980/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1984/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1987/ (withdrawn)
SR.18) SR.5 and 6) SR.11 and 12) SR.13-15) SR.9-11)

141. United 20 August 1976 E/1978/8/Add.9 | E/1980/6/Add.16 | E/1982/3/Add.16 | E/1984/7/Add.20 | E/1986/4/Add.23 E/1990/7/Add.16
Kingdom of and 30 and Corr.1, (E/1982/WG.1/ (E/1985/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1989/ (E/C.12/1994/
Great Britain (E/1980/WG.1/ Add.25 and SR.19-21) SR.14 and 17) SR.16 and 17) SR.33, 34, 36 and
and SR.19 and Corr.1 and E/1986/4/Add.27 and 37)

Northern E/1982/WG.1/ Add.26 28
Ireland SR.1) (E/1981/WG.1/ (E/C.12/1994/
SR.16 and 17) SR.33, 34, 36 and 37)

142. United 11 September 1976 Overdue E/1980/6/Add.2 Overdue
Republic of (E/1981/WG.1/

Tanzania SR.5)
143. Uruguay 3 January 1976 E/1990/5/Add.7 (E/C.12/1803/3, 6 and 13) E/1990/6/Add.10 (E/C.12/1997/SR.42-44)
144. Uzbekistan 28 DecemhbkE»95 E/1990/5/Add.63 (Eeived on 14 April 2004 -
pending consideration)
145. Venezuela 10 August 1978 E/1984/6/Add.1] E/1980/6/Add.38 | E/1982/3/Add.33 E/1990/6/Add.19 (E/C.12/2001/SR.3-5)
(E/1984/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/ (E/1986/WG.1/
SR.7, 8 and 10) SR.2 and 5) SR.12, 17 and 18)

146. Viet Nam 24 Decemb&p82 E/1990/5/Add.10 (E/C.12/1993/SR.9-11) Overdue

147. Yemen 9 May 1987 E/1990/5/Add.54 (E/C.12/2003/SR.35-37) Due on 30 June 2008

148. Zambia 10 July 1984 E/1990/5/Add.6(

(Pending
consideration)
149. Zimbabwe 13 August 1991 E/1990/5/Add.28 (E/C.12/1997/SR.8-10 and 14) Overdue
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B. Third and fourth periodic reports

State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports | Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)

1. Afghanistan 24 April 1983

2. Albania 4 January 1992

3. Algeria 12 December 1989 Due on 30 June 2006

4. Angola 10 April 1992

5. Argentina 8 November 1986 Overdue

6. Armenia 13 December 1993

7. Australia 10 March 1976 E/1994/104/Add.22 (E/C.12/2000/SR.45-47) Due on 30 June 2005

8. Austria 10 Bcember 1978 E/1994/104/Add.28

(Received on 5 April 2004 - pending consideratiagn)

9. Azerbaijan 13 November 1992 Due on 30 June 2009
10. Bangladesh 5 January 1999
11. Barbados 3 January 1976
12. Belarus 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.6 (E/C.12/1996/SR.34-36) Overdue
13. Belgium 21 July 1983 Due on 30 June 2005
14. Benin 12 June 1992
15. Bolivia 12 November 1982
16. Bosnia and 6 March 1993

Herzegovina
17. Brazil 24 April 1992
18. Bulgaria 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.16 (E/C.12/1999/SR.30-32) Overdue
19. Burkina Faso 4 April 1999
20. Burundi 9 August 1990
21. Cambodia 26 August 1992
22. Cameroon 27 September 1984
23. Canada 19 August 1976 1894/104/Add.17 (E/C.12098/SR.46-48) E/C.12/Add.15 (Received on
4 October 2004 - pending consideration)
24. Cape Verde 6 November 1993
25. Central African 8 August 1981
Republic

26. Chad 9 September 1995
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d

State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)

27. Chile 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.26 (E/C.12/2004/SR.44-46) Due on 30 June 2009

28. China 27 June 2001

29. Colombia 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.2 (E/C.98/8R.32, 33 and 35) E/C.12/4/Add.6 (E/C.12/2001/SR.63 an
64); fifth periodic report due on
30 June 2006

30. Congo 5 January 1984

31. Costa Rica 3 January 1976

32. Cbte d’lvoire 26 June 1992

33. Croatia 8 October 1991

34. Cyprus 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.12 (E/C.12/1998/SR.34-36) Overdue

35. Czech Republic 1 January 1993

36.

Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

14 December 1981

Due on 30 June 2008

37.

Democratic Republic
of the Congo

1 February 1977

38. Denmark 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.15 (RIT999/SR.11-13) E/C.12/4/Add.12 (E/C.12/2004/SR.35-31
fifth periodic report due on 30 June 2009

39. Djibouti 5 February 2003

40. Dominica 17 September 1993

41. Dominican Republic 4 April 1978 Overdue

42. Ecuador 3 January 1976 Due on 30 June 2009

43. Egypt 14 April 1982

44. El Salvador 29 February 1980

45, Equatorial Guinea 25 December 1987

46. Eritrea 17 July 2001

47. Estonia 21 January 1992

48. Ethiopia 11 September 1993

49. Finland 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.7 (E/C.BHIBR.37, 38 and 40) E/C.12/4/Add.1 (E/C.12/2000/SR.61-63);
fifth periodic report due on 30 June 2005

50. France 4 February 1981 Due on 30 June 2006

51. Gabon 21 April 1983

52. Gambia 29 March 1979

53. Georgia 3 August 1994 Due on 30 June 2007
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State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)

54. Germany 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.14 (R/C998/SR.40-42) E/C.12/4/Add.3 (E/C.12/2001/SR.48 and
49); fifth periodic report due
on 30 June 2006

55. Ghana 7 December 2000

56. Greece 16 August 1985

57. Grenada 6 December 1991

58. Guatemala 19 August 1988 Due on 30 June 2008

59. Guinea 24 April 1978

60. Guinea-Bissau 2 October 1992

61. Guyana 15 May 1977

62. Honduras 17 May 1981

63. Hungary 3 JanuaiP76 Overdue

64. Iceland 22 November 1979 E/1994/104/Add.25 (E/C.12/2003/SR.14-16) Due on 30 June 2008

65. India 10 July 1979

66. Iran (Islamic 3 January 1976

Republic of)

67. Iraq 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.9 (E/C.12/1997/SR.33-35) Was due on 30 June 2000

68. Ireland 8 March 1990 Due on 30 June 2007

69. Israel 3 January 1992 Due on 30 June 2008

70. ltaly 15 December978 E/1994/104/Add.19 (E/C.2200/SR.6-8) E/C.12/4/Adt3 (E/C.12/2004/SR.38-40);
fifth periodic report due on 30 June 2009

71. Jamaica 3 January 1976 Overdue

72. Japan 21 September 1979 Due on 30 June 2006

73. Jordan 3 January 1976 Overdue

74. Kenya 3 January 1976

75.  Kuwait 31 August 1996

76. Kyrgyzstan 7 January 1995

77. Latvia 14 July 1992

78. Lebanon 3 January 1976

79. Lesotho 9 December 1992

80. Libyan Arab Jamabhiriyal 3 January 1976

81. Liechtenstein 10 March 1999

82. Lithuania 20 February 1992
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State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)

83. Luxembourg 18 November 1983 E/1994/104/Add.24 (E/C.12/2003/SR.5 and § Due on 30 June 2008

84. Madagascar 3 January 1976

85. Malawi 22 March 1994

86. Mali 3 January 1976

87. Malta 13 December 1990

88. Mauritius 3 January 1976

89. Mexico 23 June 1981 E/1994/104/Add.18 (E/C.12/1999/SR.44-46)

90. Monaco 28 November 1997

91. Mongolia 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.21 (E/C.12/2000/SR.34-37) Overdue

92. Morocco 3 Augusit979 E/1994/104/Add9 (Received on

27 October 2004 - pending consideration)

93. Namibia 28 February 1995

94. Nepal 14 August 1991

95. Netherlands 11 March 1979 Overdue

96. New Zealand 28 March 1979 Due on 30 June 2008

97. Nicaragua 12 June 1980

98. Niger 7 June 1986

99. Nigeria 29 October 1993

100. Norway 3 January 1976 E/19BM/Add.3 (E/C.12/1995/SR.34, a6d 37) | E/C.12/4/4d.14 (Received on
26 February 2004 - pending consideration

101. Panama 8 June 1977 Overdue (due on 30 June 2004)

102. Paraguay 10 September 1992

103. Peru 28 July 1978

104. Philippines 3 January 1976

105. Poland 18 June 1977 E/1994/104/Add.13 (E/COBBIBR.10-12) E/C.12/4/Add.9 (E/C.12/2002/SR.33 and
34); fifth periodic report due on
30 June 2007

106. Portugal 31 October 1978 E/1994/104/Add.20 (E/C.12/2000/SR.58-60) Due on 30 June 2005

107. Republic of Korea 10 July 1990 Due on 30 June 2006

108. Republic of Moldova 26 March 1993

109. Romania 3 January 1976 Overdue

110. Russian Federation 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/AdCELE1997/SR.11-14) E/C.12/4/Add.10 (E/C.12/2003/SR.41-41

3);

fifth periodic report due on 30 June 2008
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12-14);

State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)

111. Rwanda 3 January 1976
112. Saint Vincent and 9 February 1982

the Grenadines
113. San Marino 18 January 1986
114. Senegal 13 May 1978 Overdue
115. Serbia and 12 March 2001

Montenegro
116. Seychelles 5 August 1982
117. Sierra Leone 23 November 1996
118. Slovakia 28 May 1993
119. Slovenia 6 July 1992
120. Solomon Islands 17 March 1982
121. Somalia 24 April 1990
122. Spain 27 July 1977 E/1994/104/Add.5 (E/C.12/1996/SR.3 and 5-7 E/C.12/4/Add.11 (E/C.12/2004/SR.1]

fifth periodic report due on 30 June 2009
123. Sri Lanka 11 September 1980
124. Sudan 18 June 1986
125. Suriname 28 March 1977
126. Swaziland 26 June 2004
127. Sweden 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.1 (E/C.12/1995/SR.13, 15 | E/C.12/4/Add.4 (E/C.12/2001/SR.61
and 16) and 62); fifth periodic report due on
30 June 2006

128. Switzerland 18 September 1992
129. Syrian Arab Republic 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.23 (E/C.12/2001/SR.34-35) Due on 30 June 2006
130. Tajikistan 4 April 1999
131. Thailand 5 December 1999
132. The former Yugoslav | 17 September 1991

Republic of Macedonia
133. Timor-Leste 16 July 2003
134. Togo 24 August 1984
135. Trinidad and Tobago 8 March 1979 Due on 30 June 2007
136. Tunisia 3 January 1976 Overdue (due on 30 June 2004)
137. Turkey 23 December 2003
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State party Date of entry into force Third periodic reports Fourth periodic reports
(Summary records of consideration of reports)
138. Turkmenistan 1 August 1997
139. Uganda 21 April 1987
140. Ukraine 3 January 1976 E/1994/104/Add.4 (E/C.12/1995/SR.42, 44 | E/C.12/4/Add.2 (E/C.12/2001/SR.40
and 45) and 41); fifth periodic report due on
30 June 2006
141. United Kingdom of 20 August 1976 E/1994/104/Add.10 (Hong Kong) E/C.12/4/Add.5 (Overseas Dependent
Great Britain and (E/C.12/1996/SR.39, 41, 42 and 44) Territories); E/C.12/4/Add.7 (Crown
Northern Ireland E/1994/104/Add.11 (E/C.12/1997/SR.36-38) Dependencies); E/C.12/4/Add.8
(E/C.12/2002/SR.11-13); fifth periodic
report due on 30 June 2007
142. United Republic of 11 September 1976
Tanzania
143. Uuguay 3 Januard976
144. Uzbekistan 28 December 1995
145. Venezuela 10 August 1978 Due on 30 June 2006
146. Viet Nam 24 December 1982
147. Yemen 9 May 1987
148. Zambia 10 July 1984
149. Zimbabwe 13 August 1991

L6

* The Committee considered the situation in Kenya, withoupartgeat its eighth session (3rd meeting). It examined itialin
report of Kenya (E/1990/5/Add.17) at its tersiession (12th meeting) and requestedtage party to submit a new completpad by
the end of 1994.
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ANNEX 11

A. Agenda of thethirty-second session of the Committee on Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights (26 April-14 May 2004)

Adoption of the agenda.

Organization of work.

Substantive issues arising in the implementation of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Follow-up to the consideration of remtunder articles 16 arid of the Covenant.

Relations with United Natior@gans and other treaty bodies.

Consideration of reports:

(@)

(b)

Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the
Covenant;

Reports submitted by specialized agenaiesccordance with article 18 of the
Covenant.

Submission of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the
Covenant.

Formulation of suggestions and recomnatiaths of a general nature based on the
consideration of reports submitted by States parties to the Covenant and by the
specialized agencies.

Miscellaneous matters.

B. Agenda of thethirty-third session of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (8-26 November 2004)

Adoption of the agenda.

Organization of work.

Substantive issues arising in the implementation of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Follow-up to the consideration of remtunder articles 16 arid of the Covenant.

Relations with United Natior@gans and other treaty bodies.
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6. Consideration of reports:

(@) Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the
Covenant;

(b) Reports submitted by specialized agenaiesccordance with article 18 of the

Covenant.
7. Submission of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the
Covenant.
8. Formulation of suggestions and recomnatiaths of a general nature based on the

consideration of reports submitted by States parties to the Covenant and by the
specialized agencies.

9. Adoption of the report.

10. Miscellaneous matters.
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ANNEX IV

List of general comments adopted by the Committee on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The general comments adopted to date byGbmmittee appear in the following relevant
reportsx

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

1 (1989);

2 (1990):

3 (1990):

4 (1991):

5 (1994):

6 (1995):

7 (1997):

8 (1997):

9 (1998):

10 (1998):

11 (1999):

on reporting by States tpes (third session; E/1989/22-E/C.12/1989/5,
annex lll);

on internationad¢hnical assistance measuraticee 22 of the Covenant)
(fourth session; E/1990/23-E/C.1200/3 and Corr.1, annex lll);

on the nature of States pattabligations (artie 2, para. 1, of the
Covenant) (fifth sessior/1991/23-E/C.12/1990/8 and Corr.1, annex lll);

on the right to adequate hoggerticle 11, para. 1, of the Covenant)
(sixth session; E/1992/23-E/C.12/1991/4, annex lll);

on persons with disabilitigdeventh session; E/1995/22-E/C.12/1994/20
and Corr.1, annex IV);

on the economic, sociabecultural rights of older persons
(thirteenth session; E/192&-E/C.12/1995/18, annex IV);

on the right to adequate hogggrticle 11, para. Iof the Covenant):
forced evictions (sixteenth sessj E/1998/22-E/C.12/1997/10, annex IV);

on the relationship betweenrmamic sanctions and respect for economic,
social and cultural rights (seveenth session; E/1998/22-E/C.12/1997/10,
annex V);

on domestic applicationtbé Covenant (eighteenth session;
E/1999/22-E/C.12/1998/26, annex IV);

on the role oftional human rights insttions in the protection of
economic, social and cultural rights (nineteenth session;
E/1999/22-E/C.12/1998/26, annex V);

on plans of action for primagucation (article 14f the Covenant)
(twentieth session; E/2000/22-E42/1999/11 and Corr.1, annex IV);

* Published a®fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council.
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No. 12 (1999): on the right to adequate f@adicle 11 of the Gvenant) (twentieth
session; E/2000/22-E/C.12/1999/11 and Corr.1, annex V);

No. 13 (1999): on the right to education (artitBof the Covenant) (twenty-first session;
E/2000/22-E/C.12/1999/11 and Corr.1, annex VI);

No. 14 (2000): on the right to the highest attaleatandard of healtfarticle 12 of the
Covenant) (twenty-second sessi&@h2001/22-E/C.12/2000/22, annex IV);

No. 15 (2002): on the right to waterrtfales 11 and 12 of the Covenant)
(twenty-ninth session; E/20@3-E/C.12/2002/13, annex V).
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ANNEX V

List of statements adopted by the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights

The statements and recommendations, adoptdueb@ommittee to date, appear in its relevant
reports:*

1.

10.

Preparatory activities relating to the World Conference on Human Rights:
recommendations to the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference
(sixth session; E/1992/23-E/C.12/1991/4, chap. IX);

Statement to the World Conference on Human Rights on behalf of the Committee
(seventh session; E/1993/E2€.12/1992/2, annex llI);

The World Summit for Social Development and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Statement of the Committee
(tenth session; E/1995/22-EX2/1994/20 and Corr.1, annex V);

Economic, social and cultural rights in the context of the World Summit for Social
Development: Statement of the Comeetieleventh sessioB{1995/22-E/C.12/1994/20
and Corr.1, annex VI);

Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace -
Statement by the Committee (twelftrss®on; E/1996/22-E/C.12/1995/18, annex VI);

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat Il): Statement of the
Committee (thirteenth session;1B06/22-E/C.12/1995/18, annex VIII);

Globalization and its impact on the enjoytneiheconomic, social and cultural rights
(eighteenth session; E/1999/22-E/C.12/1998¢P@p. VI, sect. A, para. 515);

Statement of the Committee to the ThMuhisterial Conference of the World Trade
Organization (twenty-first session;Z000/22-E/C.12/1999/11 and Corr.1, annex VII);

Statement of the Committee to the Conventmodraft a Charter of Fundamental Rights
of the European Union (twenty-secondsien; E/2001/22-E/C.12/2000/21, annex VIII);

Poverty and the Internatial Covenant on Economic, Salcand Cultural Rights:
Statement of the Committee to the Third United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (twenty-fifth sgon; E/2002/22-E/C.12/2001/17, annex VII);

. Published a$fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

104

Statement of the Committee to the specisdisa of the General Assembly for an overall
review and appraisal of theplementation of the decisiotsken at the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlents (Habitat 1) (New York, 6 to 8 June 2001)
(twenty-fifth session; E202/22-E/C.12/2001/17, annex XI);

Statement of the Committee to the Inégional Consultative @ference on School
Education in Relation to Freedom®éligion and Belief, Tolerance and
Non-Discrimination (twenty-seventhssson; E/2002/22-E/C.12/2001/17, annex XII);

Statement of the Committee on humghts and intellectual property
(twenty-seventh session; E/20R2/E/C.12/2001/17, annex XIII);

Statement