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AGREEMENT
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRIPARTITE
COMMISSION FOR THE VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF
ANGOLAN REFUGEES
BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
- SOUTH AFRICA

AND

THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
REFUGEES
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« PREAMBLE

The Government of the Republic of Angola, the Government of the Republic of South
Africa and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(hereinafter jointly referred to as the "Parties” and the singular as a "Party”) :

RECOGNISING that voluntary repatriation, where feasible, constitutes the best
durable solution for refugee problems, and that the attainment of this solution
requires that refugees be repatriated in conditions of safety and dignity;

RECALLING that the Bicesse Accords of 31 May 1991, the Lusaka Protocol of 20
November 1994, and the Memorandum of Understanding of 4 April 2002
complementing the Lusaka Protocol, have laid the foundation for peace, national
reconciliation, democracy, and social as well as economic development in Angola;

CONSIDERING that the Amnesty Law No. 24/91 of 12 July 1991 and the Amnesty
Law No. 4/02 of 4 April 2002 provide a formal guarantee under which Angolan
refugees may return to Angola in conditions of safety and security, and that they shall
not be subject to any judicial, legislative or administrative measures for acts or
offences allegedly committed before or during their asylum;

NOTING that the Amnesty Law No.18/84 of 10 November 1994 applies to all crimes
against Angolan state secunty and all other related crimes committed during the
armed conflict following the general elections during the period from 1 October 1992
to the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding of 4 April 2002 complementing
the Lusaka Protocol; and

RECOGNISING that the voluntary repatriation of Angolan refugees from Republic of
South Africa to the Republic of Angola requires adeguate measures to be taken for
the preparation of an orderly return; .

Hereby agree as follows:



“ ARTICLE 1
DEFPINITIDN OF TERMS

“Commission” means the Tripartite Repatriation Commission established in terms of
Article 2

“Contracting States” refers to the Government of the Republic of Angola and the
Government of the Republic of South Africa

“The High Commissioner” refers to the United Nations High Commissioner far
Refugees.

“UNHCR" means the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

ARTICLE 2

ESTABLISHMENT AND COMPOSITION OF A TRIPARTITE REPATRIATION
COMMISSION

1. The Tripartite Repatriation Commission for the voluntary repatriation of Angolan
refugees in the Republic of South Africa is hereby established.

2. The Commission shall be composed of three members, one designated by each
of the Parties.

3. Where a member of the Commission is unable to attend to any business of the
Commission, the Party represented by that member of the Commission shall
designate a substitute.

4. Any member of the Commission may, when attending any meeting or other
business of the Commission, be accompanied by such number of advisors as the
Party represented by that member may deem necessary.

The Commission may, whenever it considers it necessary or appropriate, invite or
allow any relevant person, organisation or entity to participate in its deliberations in
an advisory capacity.

ARTICLE 3
ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION
1. In its endeavours to implement the voluntary repatriation of Angolan refugees
from the Republic of South Africa, the Commission shall find the most practical
ways of visiting and informing refugees of any matters relevant to the repatriation.

2. The Commission shall consider and advise the Parties on such actions or
Measures as may be taken in order to implement the voluntary repatriation.






