CERD General Recommendation I Concerning States Parties Obligations
(Art. 4 of the Convention)

Adopted at the Fifth Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, on 25 February 1972
(Contained in Document A/87/18)

On the basis of the consideration at its fifth session of reports submitted by States
parties under article 9 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination, the Committee found that the legislation of a number of
States parties did not include the provisions envisaged in article 4 (a) and (b) of the
Convention, the implementation of which (with due regard to the principles embodied
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the rights expressly set forth in
article 5 of the Convention) is obligatory under the Convention for all States parties.

The Committee accordingly recommends that the States parties whose
legislation was deficient in this respect should consider, in accordance with their
national legislative procedures, the question of supplementing their legislation with
provisions conforming to the requirements of article 4 (a) and (b) of the Convention.
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