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Formal Minutes 

Tuesday 21 July 2009 

Members present: 

Mr Andrew Dismore MP, in the Chair 

Lord Bowness 
Lord Dubs 
Lord Morris of Handsworth 
The Earl of Onslow 
Baroness Prashar 

Dr Evan Harris MP 
Mr Virendra Sharma MP 
 

 
******* 

 
Draft Report (Closing the Impunity Gap: UK law on genocide (and related crimes) and 
redress for torture victims), proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 105 read and agreed to. 

Summary read and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Report be the Twenty-fourth Report of the Committee to each House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House of Commons and that Lord 
Dubs make the Report to the House of Lords. 

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the 
provisions of Standing Order No. 134. 

******* 
[Adjourned till Tuesday 13 October at 1.30pm. 
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Witnesses 

Tuesday 19 May 2009 Page 

Sir Ken Macdonald QC, Mr Daniel Machover, Solicitor, Hickman and Rose, and 
Mr Nick Donovan, Head of Campaigns, Policy and Research, Aegis Trust Ev 1

 

Wednesday 1 July 2009 

Mr Kevin Laue, Legal Advisor, REDRESS Ev 8

Claire Ward MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Ms Deborah Grice, 
Head of Criminal Law Policy and Mr Gilad Segal, Senior Lawyer, Criminal Law, 
Ministry of Justice Ev 11

 

List of written evidence 

1 Aegis Trust Ev 20; 23 

2 Theodore Simburudari, President of Ibuka Ev 25 

3 Letter from Tom Porteus, London Director, Human Rights Watch, to  
Rt Hon Jack Straw MP, Secretary of State for Justice, dated 12 May 2009 Ev 25 

4 John RWD Jones, Doughty Street Chambers Ev 26 

5 Liberty Ev 30 

6 Ken Macdonald QC Ev 33 

7 Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture Ev 35 

8 Ministry of Justice Ev 37 

9 REDRESS Ev 44; 50 

10 Tamils Against Genocide Ev 50 

11 Letter from Claire Ward MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Justice, dated 20 July Ev 55 
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List of Reports from the Committee during 
the current Parliament 

First Report The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 

HL Paper 9/HC 93 

Second Report The Work of the Committee in 2007-08 HL Paper 10/HC 92 

Third Report A Bill of Rights for the UK? Government Response 
to the Committee’s Twenty-ninth Report of Session 
2007-08 

HL Paper 15/ HC 145 

Fourth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Political Parties and Elections 
Bill 

HL Paper 23/ HC 204 

Fifth Report Counter–Terrorism Policy and Human Rights: 
Annual Renewal of Control Orders Legislation 
2009   

HL Paper 37/HC 282 

Sixth Report UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities: Government Response to the 
Committee’s First Report of Session 2008-09 

HL Paper 46/HC 315 

Seventh Report Demonstrating respect for rights? A human rights 
approach to policing protest 

HL Paper 47/HC 320 

Eighth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Coroners and Justice Bill HL Paper 57/HC 362 

Ninth Report  Legislative Scrutiny: Borders, Citizenship and 
Immigration 

HL Paper62/HC 375 

Tenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Policing and Crime Bill HL Paper 68/HC 395 

Eleventh Report Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Health Bill and 2) Marine 
and Coastal Access Bill 

HL Paper 69/HC 396 

Twelfth Report Disability Rights Convention HL Paper 70/HC 397 

Thirteenth Report Prisoner Transfer Treaty with Libya HL Paper 71/HC 398 

Fourteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Welfare Reform Bill; 
Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill; 
Health Bill 

HL Paper 78/HC 414 

Fifteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Policing and Crime Bill (gangs 
injunctions) 

HL Paper 81/HC 441 

Sixteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Coroners and Justice Bill 
(certified inquests) 

HL Paper 94/HC 524 

Seventeenth Report Government Replies to the 2nd, 4th, 8th, 9th and 12th 
reports of Session 2008-09 

HL Paper 104/HC 592 

Eighteenth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights 
(Fifteenth Report): Annual Renewal of 28 Days 
2009 

HL Paper 119/HC 726 

Nineteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Parliamentary Standards Bill HL Paper 124/HC 844 

Twentieth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Finance Bill; Government 
Responses to the Committee's Sixteenth Report of 
Session 2008-09, Coroners and Justice Bill (certified 
inquests) 

HL Paper 133/ HC 882 
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Twenty First Report Legislative Scrutiny: Marine and Coastal Access Bill; 

Government response to the Committee’s 
Thirteenth Report of Session 2008-09 

HL Paper 142/ HC 918 

Twenty-second Report Demonstrating respect for rights? Follow-up HL Paper 141/ HC 522 

Twenty-third Report Allegations of UK Complicity in Torture HL Paper 152/HC 230 

Twenty-fourth Report Closing the Impunity Gap: UK law on genocide 
(and related crimes) and redress for torture victims

HL Paper 153/HC  553 

 
Session 2007-08 
 
First Report Government Response to the Committee’s 

Eighteenth Report of Session 2006-07: The Human 
Rights of Older People in Healthcare 

HL Paper 5/HC 72 

Second Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights: 42 
days 

HL Paper 23/HC 156 

Third Report Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Child Maintenance and 
Other Payments Bill; 2) Other Bills 

HL Paper 28/ HC 198 

Fourth Report Government Response to the Committee’s Twenty–
First Report of Session 2006-07: Human Trafficking: 
Update 

HL Paper 31/ HC 220 

Fifth Report 

 

Legislative Scrutiny: Criminal Justice and 
Immigration Bill 

HL Paper 37/HC 269 

Sixth Report The Work of the Committee in 2007 and the State 
of Human Rights in the UK 

HL Paper 38/HC 270 

Seventh Report A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults 
with Learning Disabilities: Volume I Report and 
Formal Minutes 

HL Paper 40-I/HC 73-I  

Seventh Report A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults 
with Learning Disabilities: Volume II Oral and 
Written Evidence 

HL Paper 40-II/HC 73-II 

Eighth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Health and Social Care Bill HL Paper 46/HC 303 

Ninth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights 
(Eighth Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill 

HL Paper 50/HC 199 

Tenth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights (Ninth 
report): Annual Renewal of Control Orders 
Legislation 2008 

HL Paper 57/HC 356 

Eleventh Report The Use of Restraint in Secure Training Centres HL Paper 65/HC 378 

Twelfth Report Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Health and Social Care Bill 
2) Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill: 
Government Response 

HL Paper 66/HC 379 

Thirteenth Report Government Response to the Committee’s First 
Report of Session 2006-07: The Council of Europe 
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism 

HL Paper 67/HC 380 

Fourteenth Report Data Protection and Human Rights HL Paper 72/HC 132 

Fifteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny HL Paper 81/HC 440 

Sixteenth Report Scrutiny of Mental Health Legislation: Follow Up HL Paper 86/HC 455 

Seventeenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Employment Bill; 2) Housing 
and Regeneration Bill; 3) Other Bills 

HL Paper 95/HC 501 
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Eighteenth Report Government Response to the Committee’s Sixth 

Report of Session 2007-08: The Work of the 
Committee in 2007 and the State of Human Rights 
in the UK 

HL Paper 103/HC 526 

Nineteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Education and Skills Bill HL Paper 107/HC 553 

Twentieth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights (Tenth 
Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill 

HL Paper 108/HC 554 

Twenty-First Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights 
(Eleventh Report): 42 days and Public Emergencies 

HL Paper 116/HC 635 

Twenty-Second Report Government Response to the Committee’s 
Fourteenth Report of Session 2007-08: Data 
Protection and Human Rights 

HL Paper 125/HC 754 

Twenty-Third Report Legislative Scrutiny: Government Replies HL Paper 126/HC 755 

Twenty-Fourth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights: 
Government Responses to the Committee’s 
Twentieth and Twenty-first Reports of Session 
2007-08 and other correspondence 

HL Paper 127/HC 756 

Twenty-fifth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights 
(Twelfth Report): Annual Renewal of 28 Days 2008

HL Paper 132/HC 825 

Twenty-sixth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Criminal Evidence (Witness 
Anonymity) Bill 

HL Paper 153/HC 950 

Twenty-seventh 
Report 

The Use of Restraint in Secure Training Centres: 
Government Response to the Committee’s 
Eleventh Report 

HL Paper 154/HC 979 

Twenty-eighth Report UN Convention against Torture: Discrepancies in 
Evidence given to the Committee About the Use of 
Prohibited Interrogation Techniques in Iraq 

HL Paper 157/HC 527 

Twenty-ninth Report A Bill of Rights for the UK?: Volume I Report and 
Formal Minutes 

HL Paper 165-I/HC 150-I 

Twenty-ninth Report A Bill of Rights for the UK?: Volume II Oral and 
Written Evidence 

HL Paper 165-II/HC 150-II

Thirtieth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights 
(Thirteenth Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill 

HL Paper172/HC 1077 

Thirty-first Report Monitoring the Government’s Response to Human 
Rights Judgments: Annual Report 2008 

HL Paper 173/HC 1078 

Thirty-second Report Scrutiny of Mental Health Legislation: Government 
Response to the Committee’s Sixteenth Report of 
Session 2007-08 

HL Paper/ HC 1079 

 




