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Questions 
1. Are there reports of anti-Buddhist violence in or around Cox’s Bazaar? Of particular interest 
are reports from around January 1994 and May-August 2001. 
2. Is ‘jijya kar’, a compulsory tax payable by non-Muslims, a recognised form of extortion, and 
is non-compliance associated with violence? 
3. Are there reports of retaliation against Buddhists in Cox’s Bazaar for the treatment of 
Muslims in Myanmar, namely the destruction of temples and forcing families from their 
homes? 
 
RESPONSE 

1. Are there reports of anti-Buddhist violence in or around Cox’s Bazaar? Of particular 
interest are reports from around January 1994 and May-August 2001. 

Information from the sources consulted suggests there were isolated incidents of anti-
Buddhist violence in Cox’s Bazar near the periods mentioned above. The majority of 
information relating to violence/discrimination against the Buddhist minority pertains to the 
Buddhist Marma and Chakma tribals in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), north of Cox’s 
Bazar. However, media reports appearing below detail acts of violence targeted at Buddhists 
in Cox’s Bazar, primarily after the October 2001 elections when the Bangladesh National 
Party (BNP)-led alliance emerged victorious. Immediately following this is general 
information on the treatment of Buddhists in Bangladesh. 

In a December 1993 report by Reuters, approximately 300 Buddhist monks protested in 
Dhaka against the killing of Buddhist tribals in the southern CHT (‘Nearly 300 Buddhist 
monks protest ethnic killings’ 1993, Reuters News, 1 December – Attachment 1). 

On 26 June 2001, Agence France-Presse reported that atleast six people were killed and up to 
200 houses burned when “a communal riot broke out in the Chittagong hills area with 



majority Muslims targeting the Buddhist Marma and Chakma tribals”, according to officials 
quoting witnesses (‘Bangladeshi Chakma tribes seeking refuge in India’ 2001, Agence 
France-Presse, 26 June – Attachment 2). 

In an article published by The Independent on 23 October 2001, leaders of different religious 
and socio-cultural organisations had urged the government to tackle violence against minority 
communities, including Buddhists. “The Bangladesh Buddhists Federation and the National 
Buddhist Youth Federation in separate statements expressed deep concern over the attacks, 
on the minorities in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar districts” (‘Different bodies express concern 
over attacks on minorities’ 2001, The Independent, 23 October – Attachment 3). 

On 23 April 2002, BBC News reported the death of a prominent Buddhist monk in 
Chittagong district, and the subsequent outrage by the Buddhist community. The monk ran an 
orphanage in Chittagong. “His monastery was attacked by more than 20 armed men on 
Monday before he was repeatedly hit on the head and stabbed”. Authorities were unclear as 
to the motive, but stated it could relate to an extortion demand (Lawson, A. 2002, ‘Protests 
over Bangladesh monk’s murder’, BBC News, 23 April 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/1946626.stm – Accessed 12 April 2005 – 
Attachment 4). 

The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights stated the 
following in relation to the situation for Buddhists in his 2000 report on religious intolerance 
in Bangladesh: 

62. The representatives of the Buddhist community said that they were able to practise their 
religion without interference from the authorities. However, they said that their community 
was in an unsatisfactory situation. With regard to the teaching of their religion in public 
schools, they lamented the fact that the State did not always make enough Buddhist teachers 
available to meet student demand. They described the looting and destruction of temples, as 
well as the harassment of Buddhist monks and other Buddhists by Muslim extremist groups. 
In this context, they deplored the absence of a genuine police reaction. They also said that 
Buddhists suffered discrimination with respect to public-sector jobs (there were very few 
Buddhists in the civil service, and Buddhists very rarely held positions of responsibility, 
despite the fact that they possessed the required qualifications and experience). Finally, they 
noted that most Government funds allocated to Buddhists were now allocated to ethnic 
communities of Buddhist confession in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (Amor, Abdelfattah 
(Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights) 2000, Interim report of the Special 
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the elimination of all forms of religious 
intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief: Situation in Bangladesh 
(A/55/280/Add.2) (United Nations General Assembly), 9 August, para. 62 – Attachment 5). 

The most recent US Department of State report on religious freedom in Bangladesh states the 
following in relation to the situation for minorities, including Buddhists, and provides an 
update on the murder investigation of Buddhist monk, Ganojyoti Mohasthobir (mentioned 
above in Attachment 4): 

The generally amicable relationships among religions in society contributed to religious 
freedom; however, the number of Hindu, Christian, and Buddhist minorities who experienced 
discrimination by the Muslim majority increased. 

… In 2002, a Buddhist monk, Ganojyoti Mohasthobir, was killed at a Buddhist temple and 
orphanage at Rauzan in Chittagong. According to media reports, his killing was related to a 
land dispute. Then Home Minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury and Foreign Minister Morshed 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/1946626.stm


Khan visited the temple after the killing. They assured the public that the incident would be 
investigated properly and that those involved would be brought to trial. Police subsequently 
apprehended three of the seven accused in the killing. Their trial opened in district court on 
May 16, with the judge saying that he would depose witnesses intensively until May 23;at the 
end of the period covered by this report, the case was continuing.  

One human rights activist claimed that, especially after the 2001 elections, religious minority 
groups have been targeted for acts of violence, which has led to the requirement for guards to 
be present at church and temple ceremonies. These claims continued during the period 
covered by this report; however, there also has been violence during important Muslim 
holidays (US Department of State 2004, International Religious Freedom Report – 
Bangladesh, September – Attachment 6). 

 

2. Is ‘jijya kar’, a compulsory tax payable by non-Muslims, a recognised form of 
extortion, and is non-compliance associated with violence? 

Jizyah (or Jijiya) is reportedly the Arabic translation of poll tax, normally applied to every 
non-Muslim male living under Muslim rule. Historically, it was imposed in the time of 
Prophet Muhammed on vassal tribes under Muslim protection. It has been criticised by many 
non-Muslims as a form of oppression of minorities (Netton, I.R. 1992, A Popular Dictionary 
of Islam, Curzon Press, London, p.138 – Attachment 7). 

The few reports of Jizyah being applied in Bangladesh, located in the sources consulted, 
suggest that it is used as a form of extortion. The following reports were sourced from the 
Kolkata-based monthly newspaper Mayer Dak, which allegedly exposes human rights abuses 
against minorities in Bangladesh: 

• On 19 August 2004, five members of the one Hindu family in Jhenidah district, 
western Bangladesh, “were thrown out of their homes by members of the Islamic 
extremist group Anainal Bahin after failing to pay a Jijiya tax (an extortion tax 
demanded by extremist Muslims of non-Muslims)” (‘Incidents against Minorities’ 
2004, Mayer Dak, August http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_aug04.htm – Accessed 12 
April 2005 – Attachment 8). 

• On 2 September 2004, in Jhenidah district, “Islamic fundamentalists abducted Sudhir 
Kumar Mondal (age 55), a member of the local minority Hindu community, and 
demanded 100,000 Taka (approximately US $1700) in the form of a jijiya tax” 
(‘Incidents against Minorities’ 2004, Mayer Dak, September 
http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_sep04.htm – Accessed 12 April 2005 – Attachment 
9). 

• On 17 September 2004, a bomb explosion – allegedly carried out by Islamic 
fundamentalists – demolished a portion of a building, owned by Donald James 
Gomes, a professor at Dhaka University and member of the Christian community. 
“Previously the miliatnts [sic] demanded a large sum of money in the form of a jijiya 
tax from Gomes’ relatives over the phone. They had already threatened that if they do 
not get the money then they would demolish the building” (‘Incidents against 
Minorities’ 2004, Mayer Dak, September http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_sep04.htm 
– Accessed 12 April 2005 – Attachment 9). 

http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_aug04.htm
http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_sep04.htm
http://www.mayerdak.com/incid_sep04.htm


No further information was found in the sources consulted. 

 

3. Are there reports of retaliation against Buddhists in Cox’s Bazaar for the treatment 
of Muslims in Myanmar, namely the destruction of temples and forcing families from 
their homes? 

Reports of such actions were located in the sources consulted, with Buddhist temples being 
the target of several attacks by alleged Islamic groups. However, whether the attacks are in 
retaliation for the treatment of Muslims in Myanmar is neither confirmed nor denied by the 
sources consulted. 

The following two reports were sourced from the US-based organisation, Human Rights 
Against Minorities in Bangladesh (HRCBM), who regularly publish reports from 
Bangladeshi national newspapers addressing violence perpetrated against minorities: 

• According to HRCBM, on 4 October 2001, the Daily Ajker Kagoj reported assaults on 
minorities in Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar, and an attack on a Buddhist temple in Bandarban, 
Chittagong. 

• On 16 October 2001, the Daily Janakantha reported the beating of a Buddhist monk 
in Cox’s Bazar, allegedly owing to a united terrorist group desiring the land where the 
Buddhist temple stands (‘Report of the Public Inquiry Commission’ 2001, Human 
Rights Against Minorities in Bangladesh (HRCBM) website 
http://www.hrcbm.org/NEWLOOK/minority_represion.html – Accessed 13 April 
2005 – Attachment 10). 

On 28 October 2001, HRCBM reported arson attacks on several housesowned by minorities 
in Cox’s Bazar. No casualties were reported (‘Recent Atrocities Against Minorities in 
Bangladesh’ 2001, Human Rights Against Minorities in Bangladesh (HRCBM) website, 28 
November http://www.hrcbm.org/news/report.html – Accessed 13 April 2005 – Attachment 
11). 

In an October 2001 article by Agence France-Presse, an attack on a Buddhist temple in Cox’s 
Bazar was reported by the Daily Jugantor newspaper (‘Bangladesh PM returns home as 
government tackles lawlessness’ 2001, Agence France-Presse, 15 October – Attachment 12). 
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