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Questions 
 
1. Please provide information about anti-liquor campaigns in Thumba, Trivandrum or Kerala. 
2. Do reports indicate that anti-liquor campaigners have been subject to threats or violence? If 
so, what has been the police response? 
3. Does the information suggest a political or religious dimension to the threats or violence 
against anti-liquor campaigners?  

RESPONSE 

1. Please provide information about anti-liquor campaigns in Thumba, Trivandrum or 
Kerala. 

While a number of reports located refer to anti-liquor campaigns being conducted in Kerala 
and its state capital of Trivandrum (also known as Thiruvananthapuram), there was no 
information on anti-liquor campaigns in Thumba specifically. The demands of anti-liquor 
campaigners have reportedly focused on a range of issues, including: the need for better 
control of the alcohol industry; the need to campaign against alcohol abuse; and even the 
need to ban alcohol entirely. The Kerala Latin Catholic Church has campaigned prominently 
on issues of this kind and according to the Union of Catholic Asian News website “the 
Church began its anti-liquor movement in the southern state in 1968”. Recently the Latin 
Catholic Church has taken issue with the plans of the Kerala state government (currently led 
by the Communist Party of India–Marxist or CPI-M) to legalise certain distilling practices 
that were banned under the former Congress-led Kerala state government of A.K. Antony. In 
February 2008 it was reported of the Kerala Catholic Bishops Council (KCBC) that the 
“church is particularly peeved at the Government move to reopen some 1,610 toddy (coconut 
palm liquor) shops that were closed down during AK Antony’s tenure as CM, and to 
liberalise the excise policy”. The report goes on to relate that the “Archbishop M 



Susaipakyam of the Latin catholic Diocese demanded that the local bodies, and not the state 
Government, be allowed to decide if they wanted more liquor shops and bars in their areas” 
and that: “the root problem was that successive governments went to liquor barons for poll 
funds”. Further to this, in December 2008 it was reported that: “The Kerala Catholic Bishops’ 
Council’s Madyavirudha Samiti (anti-liquor committee) has demanded that total prohibition 
should be implemented in the State in a phased-manner” (for information on the KCBC anti-
liquor organisations, see: ‘Temperance Commission’ (undated), Kerala Catholic Bishops’ 
Council website http://www.kcbcsite.com/kcbc_commision_temperance.htm – Accessed 3 
February 2009 – Attachment 1; for the Trivandrum archbishop’s allegations against the CPI-
M, see: ‘Church stirs anti-liquor sentiment in Kerala’ 2008, Indian Express, 5 February 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/church-stirs-antiliquor-sentiment-in-kerala/269056/ – 
Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 2; for information on corruption and illicit liquor, 
see: Iype, G. 2000, ‘Paradise for liquor barons’, Rediff, 3 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/03hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 3; Iype, G. 2000, ‘Death in the bottle’, Rediff, 2 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/02hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 4; for the 2006 article quoted, see: Jacob, J. 2006, ‘Church Continues Anti-
Liquor Campaign Despite Lack Of Visible Results’, Union of Catholic Asian News website, 
15 June http://www.ucanews.com/2006/06/15/church-continues-antiliquor-campaign-despite-
lack-of-visible-results/ – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 5). 

Alcohol and government policy in Kerala  

As is noted above, the anti-liquor movement has recently protested the moves of the CPI-M-
led Kerala state government to overturn the prohibition against the local distilling of toddy 
which was enacted under the Kerala Congress Party government of Chief Minister A.K. 
Antony. Kerala’s liquor laws have been progressively becoming more liberal since A.K. 
Antony (a Syrian Catholic) resigned from the Kerala Congress Party leadership, and the 
position of Kerala Chief Minister, in 2004 to be replaced by Oommen Chandy. Information 
on the Chandy Congress government’s liberalization of liquor laws, and the reaction of the 
Latin Catholic Church, follows below:  

It’s the turn of the goblet to mirror Kerala’s change of guard. Not a stickler to the Gandhian 
prohibitionist image, new chief minister Oommen Chandy has given the go-ahead for a liquor 
policy that Kerala’s powerful Catholic bishops are yet to digest. 

The policy itself is not new. It was drawn up by a cabinet panel several months before, only to 
be consigned to the backroom, because former chief minister AK Antony would have none of 
the gung-ho spirit that would seem a back-tracking on the liquor-free goal of his coalition’s 
previous poll manifesto. But Chandy and his new excise minister, Vakkom Purushottaman, 
thought otherwise. The policy, cleared last week, allows the cheer of bubbly to a tourist even 
in a two-star hotel. 

Earlier, if anyone, even if a foreign tourist, tried to have a sip of beer sitting in any place not a 
licensed bar, he could be arrested. All two-star hotels have now been allowed bar licenses. 
Thus, at least 51 retail IMFL outlets will be added, taking the total to 420. The slab system for 
licensing is replaced with a blanket annual fee of Rs 18 lakh per licence. The Antony-
designed ‘dry day on salary day’ restriction on liquor shops is gone. Policy doors are open for 
wine parlours and beer pubs, on the logic that foreign travellers will need more brands of soft 
liquor. 
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Following the Sri Lanka-model, Kerala’s country beverage, coconut toddy, will be preserved 
and sold in sealed cans. “One has to recognise that the state sees its growth in job-generation 
and economy-spinoffs as a tourism destination,” says Purushottaman, also a former governor 
of Andamans, former assembly Speaker and a former tourism minister, admitting the tourism-
hangover on the policy. 

Industry shares the high spirits. VK Mathews, CEO , IBS Software, Technopark, had voiced 
concerns that the absence of a pub-culture in Kerala was a hindrance to hiring and retaining 
young IT professionals. 

As for state revenue, the potential increase in liquor trade entrants and higher bar licence fees 
afford it happier days. Liquor sales in the past fiscal year were the best ever for Kerala State 
Beverages Corporation, the state-owned monopoly liquor wholesaler. In the past four years, 
the sale of IMFL has grown by over 50 percent. Last fiscal, the state coffers got Rs 1622.4 
crore in liquor earnings. 

Who, then, is complaining? Gandhians and the Left, of course. Equally angry are the Latin 
Catholic bishops. Not without reason. Families of coastal fisherfolk, falling largely within the 
Latin Catholic congregation, are the biggest victims of rising alcoholism in Kerala. A 2001 
study says Keralites top India’s liquor charts, gulping 8.3 litres per person per year, beating 
his Punjabi counterpart who’s per capita consumption is 7.9 litres. The age at which one starts 
drinking is 14 in Kerala, says a survey by the UK-based Global Alcohol Policy Alliance. 
“What would be the effect of liquor showcased everywhere on an already liquor-prone 
society?” it asks. 

Congress cannot expect continued church-patronage, if it goes for such an anti-social policy,” 
warns Bishop Susai Packiam, who heads the anti- alcoholism wing of the All Kerala Catholic 
Bishops Association (Varma, M.S. 2004, ‘Kerala’s Liberal Liquor Policy Gives Fizz To 
Tourism, Headache To Bishops’, Express Hotelier & Caterer, 1 November 
http://www.expresshospitality.com/20041101/foodbeverage08.shtml – Accessed 4 February 
2009 – Attachment 25; see also: ‘Liquor sales to be liberalised’ 2004, The Hindu, 14 October 
http://www.hindu.com/2004/10/14/stories/2004101404010700.htm – Accessed 4 February 
2009 – Attachment 26).  

In February 2008 The India Express reported of the Kerala Catholic Bishops Council 
(KCBC) that the “church is particularly peeved at the Government move to reopen some 
1,610 toddy (coconut palm liquor) shops that were closed down during AK Antony’s tenure 
as CM, and to liberalise the excise policy”. 

The Kerala Catholic Bishops Council (KCBC) said the agitation would start with a fast in 
Kochi on Wednesday, involving all the 29 Catholic dioceses in Kerala. The church is 
particularly peeved at the Government move to reopen some 1,610 toddy (coconut palm 
liquor) shops that were closed down during AK Antony’s tenure as CM, and to liberalise the 
excise policy.  

Many denominations of the church — one out of every five Keralites are Christians — have 
been trying to get their laity stay off the bottles, but with little success. Last Christmas, the 
Catholic church heads wrote to lakhs of families to stay off liquor during Christmas — which, 
besides Onam, is when Kerala boozes the most — and priests were busy reading out 
exhortations to make Christmas liquor-free in the Sunday masses. Result: Instead of liquor 
sales dropping, Kerala drank up a whopping 26 per cent more IMFL on the two days before 
Christmas, not counting the lakhs of litres of unaccounted toddy.  

http://www.expresshospitality.com/20041101/foodbeverage08.shtml
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Archbishop M Susaipakyam of the Latin catholic Diocese demanded that the local bodies, 
and not the state Government, be allowed to decide if they wanted more liquor shops and bars 
in their areas. He maintained that the root problem was that successive governments went to 
liquor barons for poll funds, and the liquor policy being implemented would be catastrophic 
for the state.  

The church’s anti-liquor campaign has already found support from the Congress-led 
Opposition, which too has declared an agitation if the Left Government did not backtrack 
(‘Church stirs anti-liquor sentiment in Kerala’ 2008, Indian Express, 5 February 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/church-stirs-antiliquor-sentiment-in-kerala/269056/ – 
Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 2). 

The anti-liquor movement and Kerala fishing communities  

The following extracts are taken from a 2007 sociological study which takes a particular 
interest in the problem of alcoholism with regard to fishing communities in Kerala. The study 
notes the manner in which low caste Latin Christians form a significant part of Kerala fishing 
communities and the social effects of the consumption of toddy, an “alcohol beverage 
commonly used in the fishing community” which “is a liquid tapped from the flower buds of 
coconut palms or Palmaira Palm trees” and which is said to be “available at local corner 
shops and drinking establishments in most villages, despite prohibition introduced by A.K. 
Antony, then Chief Minister of Kerala”. It may be of interest that the report notes an incident 
in which police were allegedly paid off to overlook the murder of a woman by her alcoholic 
husband. The relevant extracts follow:  

Fishermen and women, a neglected group in Indian society, are found among Latin Christian 
communities, Muslim groups and lower caste Hindu (Ezhava) communities. 1 According to 
Gulati (1984: 5), the fishing population in Kerala numbered approximately 770,000 people in 
159,000 fishing households, roughly one in every 30 households in the state. Fishing 
activities are known to be a low caste activity and these groups traditionally were not allowed 
into schools, churches and temples. 

…For a family of four, expenses range from Rs 500 to Rs 1,000. For families with alcoholic 
husbands – alcoholism being a major problem in the fishing villages – the loss of money to 
alcohol purchases can be significant.5 Betsy, a headload fish vendor, states that though they 
together bring in about Rs 500 a month, much of it goes to her husband. She states: ‘My 
husband is an alcoholic and a good portion of what we bring in goes to supporting his bad 
habit. What can we do? I have no control over his behaviour. I can only pray’. 

…A tragedy on the island of Sakthikulangara marked an important point in the research. One 
of my respondents was the sister of a woman who died on the island. During our interview, 
she began showing me the photos taken by the police after their arrival. The woman in the 
photo was hunched over between the bed and the adjacent wall. …‘It was murder 100 per 
cent’. …The police, according to her, were paid off at the scene of the crime. This is very 
common in cases of wife abuse/killings, and thus the murder was reported to the press as a 
death due to an asthma attack. …The island apparently has a bad reputation for alcoholism 
and wife killing, with the fishing communities as a whole having a reputation for alcoholism.  

…One respondent, Mary, during an interview, informed me that she lives with abuse on a 
daily basis: ‘He drinks heavily in the evening and then beats me. I can do nothing. I can’t run 
anywhere at night [she lives at the bottom of a cliff and beside Lake Astumudi]. He even 
beats me in front of the girls’. A number of women confided that their husbands drank heavily 
and abused them. Fisherwomen, in fact, played a central role in bringing about the prohibition 
of locally-produced alcohol.  

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/church-stirs-antiliquor-sentiment-in-kerala/269056/


…The alcohol beverage commonly used in the fishing community is referred to as toddy. 
This is a liquid tapped from the flower buds of coconut palms or Palmaira Palm trees. The 
sweet liquid is kept in an earthen pot for a maximum of 24 hours and fermented. The alcohol 
is available at local corner shops and drinking establishments in most villages, despite 
prohibition introduced by A.K. Antony, then Chief Minister of Kerala (Samuel, L. 2007, 
‘Women, Work and Fishing: An Examination of the Lives of Fisherwomen in Kerala’, South 
Asia Research, vol. 27, no. 2, p. 220 – Attachment 8).  

In January 2007 The Financial Express reported as follows regarding alcohol consumption in 
Kerala, noting that “Catholic bishops had been in the forefront to call foul the alarming 
increase in liquor consumption, especially among the fishermen in dioceses spread in the 
Kerala coast”.  

A 2001 study puts Keralite topping India’s liquor charts gulping down 8.3 litres per person 
per year, beating his Punjabi counterpart with 7.9 litre per capita consumption. The age at 
which one starts drinking is 14 in Kerala, says a survey by UK-based Global Alcohol Policy 
Alliance. Catholic bishops had been in the forefront to call foul the alarming increase in 
liquor consumption, especially among the fishermen in dioceses spread in the Kerala coast 
(‘IMFL turns headier than ENA price in Kerala’s new year spree’ 2007, Financial Express, 2 
January http://www.financialexpress.com/news/imfl-turns-headier-than-ena-price-in-keralas-
new-year-spree/188492/0 – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 6).  

A 2007 article describes the huge problems resulting from illicit liquor, especially in tribal 
areas (Suchitra, M. 2007, ‘Illicit liquor brewing despair in Attappadi’, India Together 
website, 14 September http://www.indiatogether.org/2007/sep/soc-illicit.htm – Accessed 3 
February 2009 – Attachment 9).  

 

The illicit liquor trade in Kerala 

According to a 2005 article on the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) 
website the stance of the Kerala government against illegally produced toddy, or arrack, 
“only encouraged illegal traffic and production”.  

[I]n 1996 the state government banned the consumption of arrack, a potent liquor made from 
fermented palm sap (and not to be confused with the arak liquor of the Arab world). The 
government thought the ban on arrack, which is much stronger than toddy, would help curb 
alcoholism. The prohibition, however, only encouraged illegal traffic and production. 
Hundreds of Keralites have been killed or blinded from drinking bad batches of home-brewed 
arrack. And alcohol consumption continues to rise.  

It has largely been left to religious organizations and NGOs to treat Kerala’s alcoholics 
(Wachter, P. 2005, ‘One Day At a Time In Kerala’, One, vol. 31, no. 4, Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association website, July http://www.cnewa.com/mag-article-bodypg-
us.aspx?articleID=3176 – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 7).  

In November 2000 after a series of deaths in Kerala from “hooch”, Rediff produced a two part 
special on the illegal liquor trade in Kerala, looking especially at the “nexus of politicians, 
police and excise officials and bootleggers, coupled with weak and ineffective excise laws, 
[which] have made Kerala a paradise for liquor barons”. Reading the articles in full is 
recommended (Iype, G. 2000, ‘Paradise for liquor barons’, Rediff, 3 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/03hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
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Attachment 3; Iype, G. 2000, ‘Death in the bottle’, Rediff, 2 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/02hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 4). 

The Latin Catholic anti-liquor movement  

For information on the KCBC’s state wide Anti Alcohol movement, the “KCBC 
Madyavirudha Samithy”, see: ‘Temperance Commission’ (undated), Kerala Catholic 
Bishops’ Council website http://www.kcbcsite.com/kcbc_commision_temperance.htm – 
Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 1.  

A December 2008 article states “KCBC organised an anti-liquor rally in the city in 
connection the tenth anniversary of the Madyavirudha Samiti”. The article reports that 
“Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council’s Madyavirudha Samiti (anti-liquor committee) has 
demanded that total prohibition should be implemented in the State in a phased-manner” 
(‘KCBC organises anti-liquor rally’ 2008, The Hindu, 7 December 
http://www.hindu.com/2008/12/07/stories/2008120752870300.htm – Accessed 3 February 
2009 – Attachment 10).  

A 2006 article from the Union of Catholic Asian news website details the Catholic Church’s 
ongoing campaign against alcohol in Kerala (Jacob, J. 2006, ‘Church Continues Anti-Liquor 
Campaign Despite Lack Of Visible Results’, Union of Catholic Asian News website, 15 June 
http://www.ucanews.com/2006/06/15/church-continues-antiliquor-campaign-despite-lack-of-
visible-results/ – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 5).  

A 2000 article states: 

The movement to stamp out liquor gained support in the aftermath of the hooch deaths, with 
the All Kerala Prohibition Council and Kerala Catholic Bishops Prohibition Council, a forum 
of bishops in the State, asking for total prohibition. 
According to the bishops’ council chairperson Bishop Susapakiyam, making liquor 
unavailable would be the only effective step towards prohibition. ‘‘Earlier, we were 
campaigning against the misuse of liquor. Now we are targeting prohibition,’’ he said. 

He pointed to the church’s success story in Pozhiyur village in Thiruvananthapuram district, 
where an entire community stopped brewing arrack. 
‘‘But we are up against a big monster, the abkaris, whose power and sheer clout can nail us 
down. They can foist false cases, unleash goondas and do anything and go scotfree. We need 
the government’s support to tackle them,’’ he said. 
Susapakiyam said it was unfortunate that the Government and police authorities were making 
liquor easily available. Public awareness programmes could go ahead only if liquor sales are 
stopped, he said (‘Message in the bottle’ 2000, Indian Express, 8 December 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ie/daily/20001222/focus5.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 11).  

 

2. Do reports indicate that anti-liquor campaigners have been subject to threats or 
violence? If so, what has been the police response? 
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Some reports of attacks on anti-liquor campaigners in Kerala were found within the time 
available for researching this response. A number of reports were found alleging that police 
are part of a “nexus” with politicians and illicit liquor traders. 

A 2009 article states: 

Leader of the Opposition Oommen Chandy has opposed the government’s move to sanction 
new liquor bars and Indian-made foreign liquor outlets.  

In a letter to Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanandan on the eve of the government’s 
announcement of the liquor policy for the coming year, Mr. Chandy said that the government 
had sanctioned 70 liquor bars after coming to power, bring up the total to 603. 

The government had also opened new IMFL outlets at 147 places bringing up the total to 378. 
The government had sanctioned the reopening of 1,610 toddy shops that were closed by the 
previous UDF government. In addition, the toddy shops were handed over to cooperative 
societies controlled by the CPI(M), providing a platform to sell illicit arrack through toddy 
shops, he said. 

He expressed concern at the increasing number of drinkers in the State. The special squad, led 
by IG Rishiraj Singh, was not allowed to function properly, while inquiry into spirit and 
bootlegging cases had become a farce. “There has hardly been any investigation on the source 
from where the spirit was flowing into the State and its distribution.”  

He said that several local leaders and their families were involved in spirit cases but the 
intervention of the CPI(M) leadership ensured that the cases evaporated into thin air faster 
than rectified spirit.  

Mr. Chandy alleged that the move to hand over toddy shops in more districts to the CPI(M)-
controlled cooperative societies would only lead to politicisation of the liquor trade. He 
alleged that these cooperative societies had failed to remit Rs.18.90 crore collected from 
toddy shop workers to the Toddy Workers Welfare Fund. He wanted the Chief Minister to 
browse through the LDF manifesto and its election promises on its liquor policies.  

Liquor sale was going up by leaps and bound with the State spending Rs.3,669.14 crore for 
IMFL. This was much higher than the amount spent on purchase of rice. The turnover during 
New Year was Rs.40.08 crore, and for Christmas, Rs.55 crore. 

According to studies, an increasing number of people between 19 and 26 years of age were 
taking to the bottle. The State government alone was solely responsible for the situation, he 
said (‘Move to sanction new liquor outlets opposed’ 2009, The Hindu, 20 January 
http://www.thehindu.com/2009/01/20/stories/2009012054410500.htm – Accessed 3 February 
2009 – Attachment 12).  

2008 article reports on allegations that a senior police official had been shifted into a different 
post because he had been too good at his job of tackling the illicit liquor trade in the state: 

Kerala Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanandan has come under attack from the opposition for 
frequently shifting a senior police official, considered by many as an upright officer. Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Rishiraj Singh, recently posted as special officer to tackle illicit 
liquor menace in the state, has now been given charge of VVIP security. 

http://www.thehindu.com/2009/01/20/stories/2009012054410500.htm


While the Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF) criticized Achuthanandan for 
shunting the IGP out to the new post, the chief minister defended the action. 

“He has been given a very responsible job which will include the entire security arrangements 
of VVIP visitors. It is wrong to conclude that he was shifted for other reasons,” he told 
reporters here.  

However, UDF convenor P.P. Thankachen said everyone knows that he has been shifted 
because he was doing a good job of cleaning up the illicit liquor lobby. 

“Is it not quite clear that the Communist Party of India Marxist (CPI-M)-led government is 
supported by the illicit liquor lobby. Of late, this officer has been very tough on those in the 
trade who have close links with the CPI-M. And when he crossed the limits, he was booted 
out,” Thankachen told reporters (‘Kerala police official shifted, opposition cries foul’ 2008, 
Thaindian News, 26 March http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/politics/kerala-police-
official-shifted-opposition-cries-foul_10031600.html – Accessed 4 February 2009 – 
Attachment 13).  

A 2008 article reports on a meeting between prohibition activists, authorities and the police in 
Kozhikode district. The article reports complaints by prohibition activists that “illicit brewers 
had beaten them up. District Collector A. Jayathilak, who presided, promised time-bound 
action on the complaints”: 

The district authorities have sounded an alert against smuggling of drugs and liquor from 
across the border. Inter-State bus services from Karnataka will be closely watched following 
complaints that they were being used for the smuggling.  

Excise and Motor Vehicles Department personnel have been instructed to be on alert. 

The district-level people’s committee which keeps a vigil against drug and liquor smuggling 
was told at its meeting on Monday that illicit brewing was taking place in the Chelannur 
excise range. There were complaints of wayside stalls selling narcotic substances in 
Kuttichira, Pallikkandi and Mukhadar.  

Prohibition activists from Tiruvallur complained that illicit brewers had beaten them up. 
District Collector A. Jayathilak, who presided, promised time-bound action on the complaints. 

T. Bhaskaran, Additional District Magistrate; C.C. Thomas, Assistant Excise Commissioner; 
M.N. Vijayakumar, Deputy Superintendent of Police (Narcotic Cell); and many prohibition 
activists participated (‘Alert against liquor smuggling’ 2008, The Hindu, 17 December 
http://www.thehindu.com/2008/12/17/stories/2008121754680300.htm – Accessed 3 February 
2009 – Attachment 14).  

A 2007 Compass Direct article reports that “Hindu extremists” had killed a Christian activist, 
allegedly for running a movement against a toddy shop in Pathanamthitta district. The article 
reports that “police arrested five of the accused, while the remaining three were absconding at 
press time”: 

Eight people known for their Hindu extremist ideology on June 15 killed a 52-year-old 
Christian social activist, allegedly over his activism against a toddy shop in the Konny area of 
Kerala state’s Pathanamthitta district. The body of Joy Anthariveth was found in the Kavil 
area near Thannithodu, where the slain Christian was running a movement against the toddy 
shop, the Rev. Paul Ciniraj of Kerala-based Salem Voice Ministries (SVM) told Compass. 
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Anthariveth, a member of the SVM’s prayer fellowship, was murdered while returning from a 
prayer meeting. “Anthariveth was walking on the Kavil bridge on June 15 when the culprits 
came in their Scorpio car and beat him to death,” Ciniraj quoted the police as saying. “He 
tried to escape through the narrow path between the Marthoma Church and the Federal Bank 
but could not. They threw the body from the bridge to the rivulet.” Police told Ciniraj that 
Anthariveth had received several threats and warnings by toddy shop personnel. On June 20, 
police arrested five of the accused, while the remaining three were absconding at press time 
(‘India: News Briefs’ 2007, Compass Direct News, 29 June 
http://www.compassdirect.org/en/display.php?page=news&idelement=4925&lang=en&lengt
h=short&backpage=archives&critere=kerala&countryname=&rowcur=0 – Accessed 9 
December 2008 – Attachment 15).  

Although not specifically about an anti-liquor campaigner, a 2007 article describes the 
murder of a tribal villager by illicit liquor brewers (Suchitra, M. 2007, ‘Illicit liquor brewing 
despair in Attappadi’, India Together website, 14 September 
http://www.indiatogether.org/2007/sep/soc-illicit.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 9). 

Another 2007 article reports on a discovered plot to murder a senior policeman who had been 
instrumental in closing down an illicit liquor operation in 2000 (‘Manichan found guilty of 
plotting murder’ 2007, The Hindu, 15 December 
http://www.hindu.com/2007/12/15/stories/2007121553920400.htm – Accessed 4 February 
2009 – Attachment 16). 

An October 2004 Hindu article reports on an attack on two men in Pathanamthitta, one of 
whom was killed. The murdered man was a campaigner against the local illicit liquor trade 
and had previously been targeted by “the goondas of the illicit liquor lobby two years ago and 
police had registered a case in connection with the attack”: 

A 36-year-old man, Simon Chacko alias Saji of Edathittasseril, hailing from Niranam 
Idathodu near Thiruvalla was killed and his brother, C. G. Varghese (45) alias Achenkunju, 
sustained injuries in an attack by a group of unidentified people at Niranam on Saturday 
night. Police said the incident occurred on the road at Niranam Chempupadashekharom under 
the cover of night while the two brothers were returning home.  

Simon had been campaigning against illicit spirit trade in and around Niranam since the last 
few years. There was an attempt on his life reportedly by the goondas of the illicit liquor 
lobby two years ago and police had registered a case in connection with the attack (‘Briefly’ 
2004, The Hindu, 1 November 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/2004/11/01/stories/2004110109430400.htm – Accessed 3 
February 2009 – Attachment 17).  

 

3. Does the information suggest a political or religious dimension to the threats or 
violence against anti-liquor campaigners?  

A number of reports suggest a political dimension.  There have been allegations that the 
CPI(M)-led government benefits financially from the liquor trade. A series of articles on the 
illicit liquor trade published in 2000 report allegations that political leaders from Congress, 
CPI-M and the BJP, along with police officials, were all on the payroll of illegal liquor 
contractors. As noted previously, it has been regularly reported that the Catholic Church is at 
the forefront of the anti-liquor movement in Kerala. One article was found reporting on liquor 
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barons who hold high positions in Hindu organisations, as well as liquor barons who hold 
high positions in church organisations (for allegations of bribes paid to political leaders and 
police, see: Jose, D. 2000, ‘Hooch barons’ disclosures embarrass politicians’, Rediff, 31 
October http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/oct/31keral.htm – Accessed 4 February 2009 – 
Attachment 18, Iype, G. 2000, ‘Hairunnisa alias Thatha: Kerala’s liquor queen’, Rediff, 23 
October http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/oct/23liq.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 19; for the report on Hindu and Christian liquor barons, see: The hooch traders’ 
2000, Rediff, 3 November http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/03box.htm – Accessed 3 
February 2009 – Attachment 20). 

According to the Compass Direct article quoted in Question 2, an anti-liquor activist 
belonging to a Christian evangelical group was killed by Hindu extremists in 2007 (‘India: 
News Briefs’ 2007, Compass Direct News, 29 June 
http://www.compassdirect.org/en/display.php?page=news&idelement=4925&lang=en&lengt
h=short&backpage=archives&critere=kerala&countryname=&rowcur=0 – Accessed 9 
December 2008 – Attachment 15).  

A 2007 Organiser article states, without clarification, that “the illicit liquor, blade financing, 
drug mafia etc. who have links with CPM and NDF want the elimination of RSS in these 
coastal pockets, since its wants ethnic cleansing of the Hindu fishermen” (‘CPM war on RSS’ 
2007, Organiser, 7 January 
http://www.organiser.org/dynamic/modules.php?name=Content&pa=showpage&pid=165&p
age=7 – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 21).  

The 2005 CNEWA article also describes alcohol and drug rehabilitation centres run by 
Catholics in Kerala. Hindus and Muslims attend but “are not compelled to join in the Catholic 
services” (Wachter, P. 2005, ‘One Day At a Time In Kerala’, One, vol. 31, no. 4, Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association website, July http://www.cnewa.com/mag-article-bodypg-
us.aspx?articleID=3176 – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 7).  

A 2002 article reports on conflict between local police in Trivandrum and prohibition 
activists. The church-backed prohibitionists were protesting against “the alleged ‘police-spirit 
mafia’ nexus” (‘Rural police, prohibitionists cross swords’ 2002, The Hindu, 28 October 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/2002/10/28/stories/2002102801930300.htm – Accessed 3 
February 2009 – Attachment 22).  

A 2000 article reports pro-prohibition Muslim, Catholic and Hindu leaders : 

Welcoming the resolutions passed by the Muslim League and the Kerala Catholic Bishops 
Council seeking prohibition, the Minister said religious leaders should take the lead to free the 
State from the danger posed by liquor. Kerala was in a vicious circle and a solution to that 
could not be expected from political parties. Hindu religious leaders such as Matha 
Amrithananda Mayi had advocated prohibition (‘Name politicians shielding culprits: 
Rajagopal’ 2000, The Hindu, 10 November 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/2000/11/10/stories/0410211s.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 23).  

As noted in Question 1, in November 2000 Rediff produced a two part special on the illegal 
liquor trade in Kerala, looking especially at the “nexus of politicians, police and excise 
officials and bootleggers, coupled with weak and ineffective excise laws, [which] have made 
Kerala a paradise for liquor barons” (Iype, G. 2000, ‘Paradise for liquor barons’, Rediff, 3 
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November http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/03hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 
– Attachment 3; Iype, G. 2000, ‘Death in the bottle’, Rediff, 2 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/02hooch.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – 
Attachment 4). 

One Rediff article on “the hooch traders” provides the following information on Hindu and 
Christian involvement in the liquor trade: 

“Don’t mix religion with politics,” argue secular politicians and human rights activists. But, 
in Kerala, mixing religion with liquor is big business.  

Last year, noted writer and orator Sukumar Azhikode resigned as chairman of the Sree 
Narayana Dharma Sanghom Advisory Committee that governs the Sivagiri mutt, alleging that 
the mutt was in the clutches of the liquor lobby.  

The remains of Kerala’s renowned social reformer and religious head of the Ezhava 
community, Sree Narayana Guru, rest at the mutt. A number of social and educational service 
institutions have their headquarters there as well. The Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana 
Yogam is the apex agency that controls various social service projects in the name of Sree 
Narayana Guru. Its general secretary is Vellapally Natesan, a leading liquor baron in Kerala.  

“It is sad that the institutions and social organisations formed in the name Kerala’s most 
famous social reformer are run by liquor barons,” says Azhikode. Sree Narayana Guru was a 
crusader against the evil of liquor.  

Natesan is not the only liquor baron involved with the Sree Narayanan Guru institutions. 
Leading Thrissur-based contractors like Kallada Ramakrishnan and Ashokan are members of 
the SNDPY. These liquor barons even joke that they cannot help but continue with the 
business because they are Ezhavas, the traditional toddy-tapper community.  

It is not as if the liquor trade is a monopoly of Hindus. Christians do not lag far behind. 
Critics point out that though church leaders are in the forefront of the pro-prohibition 
movement in the state, many Christian liquor barons hold positions of power in church 
organisations and are close to the powerful clergy. One of the richest liquor contractors in 
north Malabar is K J Joseph, who functions from Kozhikode. He is said to be close to top 
church leaders (‘The hooch traders’ 2000, Rediff, 3 November 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/nov/03box.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 
20). 

Rediff articles from October 2000 report on the recent arrests of liquor barons, Hairunnisa and 
Manichan. Links between police, politicians from the main political parties and liquor 
contractors are alleged. 

Reporting on the arrest of  Hairunnisa, known as the “liquor queen”, Rediff states: 

Many believe Hairunnisa’s business enjoys the protection of politicians. “She used to pay 
good donations to a party’s local offices. The excise and police officials were told by the 
party leadership not to arrest her,” alleged T K Shivadasan, a prohibition activist in 
Trivandrum.  

Shivadasan said when a dozen prohibition activists led by some Church leaders went to meet 
the excise commissioner with a request to ban Hairunnisa’s trade last month, the official did 
not care to meet them. “Hairunnisa’s connections helped her continue business. It is tragic 
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that the party, which claims to be pro-poor, is encouraging spurious liquor trade in the state,” 
he said.  

Locals said that politicians, police officials and excise bosses often visit Hairunnisa’s 
bungalow to collect bribes. “Hairunnisa used to claim that the party was hers and she had 
nothing to fear,” recalls K Pankajakshan, another prohibition activist (Iype, G. 2000, 
‘Hairunnisa alias Thatha: Kerala’s liquor queen’, Rediff, 23 October 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/oct/23liq.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 
19).  

A Rediff article on the raids on a liquor baron known as Manichan reports that “[l]eaders of 
the CPI, Congress and even the Bharatiya Janata Party were found to be on the payrolls of 
liquor contractors”: 

Though the CPI-M is facing maximum flak for its alleged nexus with the liquor lobby, the 
revelations made by the tainted liquor contractors showed that no party was an exception in 
the patronage game.  

Leaders of the CPI, Congress and even the Bharatiya Janata Party were found to be on the 
payrolls of liquor contractors.  

Documents seized by Income Tax officials from the premises of Attingal-based liquor baron 
Manichan contain a long list of regular payments made to not only leaders of various political 
parties but also magistrates, revenue, excise and police officials.  

Documents seized in raids conducted on the premises of Manichan last year included the 
names of several members of the legislative assembly belonging to the CPI-M, the CPI, a 
Congress candidate in the last Lok Sabha election and leaders of the BJP and Shiv Sena (Jose, 
D. 2000, ‘Hooch barons’ disclosures embarrass politicians’, Rediff, 31 October 
http://www.rediff.com/news/2000/oct/31keral.htm – Accessed 4 February 2009 – Attachment 
18).  

For a later report on Manichan, see: ‘Manichan found guilty of plotting murder’ 2007, The 
Hindu, 15 December http://www.hindu.com/2007/12/15/stories/2007121553920400.htm – 
Accessed 4 February 2009 – Attachment 16. 

A 1997 article reports on anti-liquor agitations by both the Christian and Muslim 
communities against the LDF government liquor policy. The article also states “[a]lthough 
the Hindus, another powerful community in the state, have kept out of the fight till now, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party has extended full support to the Christians and Muslims in the matter”: 

A spate of anti-liquor agitations from the powerful Christian and Muslim communities in 
Kerala has placed the Left Democratic Front state government in a quandary.  

The agitations are against the government’s new liquor policy which considerably slashed the 
duty on Indian Made Foreign Liquor and permits opening new beer parlours in tourist spots.  

The ruling front is worried that communal consolidation will take shape. Although the 
Hindus, another powerful community in the state, have kept out of the fight till now, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party has extended full support to the Christians and Muslims in the matter 
(Jose, D. 1997, ‘Liquor agitations leave Kerala government dazed’, Rediff, 4 April 
http://www.rediff.com/news/apr/04liquor.htm – Accessed 3 February 2009 – Attachment 24). 
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