
Total requirements:

USD 54,238,740Kenya

Working environment

The context

Conditions both in Kenya and the countries around it

have been marked by complex population

movements—including internal displacement, new

refugee outflows, and the repatriation of refugees. The

results of the Kenyan presidential elections in 2007

were contested by the country’s main opposition party.

The country-wide violence that ensued plunged Kenya

into political uncertainty, as well as a humanitarian

crisis which claimed the lives of more than 1,000

people and displaced over 300,000. Although a

power-sharing settlement between the Government and

the opposition was finally reached, more effort is needed

to put an end to simmering tensions.

As Kenya’s neighbour Sudan

continues to recover from a

two-decade long civil war, hopes

for a new future have grown

among Sudanese refugees. This

triggered the voluntary repatriation

of an estimated 50,000 Sudanese

refugees from Kenya between

2005 and 2008.

The security situation in Somalia

has remained volatile, resulting in

continuous displacement to Kenya.

In 2006 and 2007, Kenya

received nearly 60,000 refugees

from Somalia; in the first half of

2008 some 30,000 new

asylum-seekers have arrived in the

country. The total number of

Somali refugees in Kenya stood at

more than 205,000 in July 2008.

The needs

In view of the ongoing civil war in

Somalia, UNHCR does not foresee

the organized voluntary

repatriation of Somali refugees in

2009. The Office will thus

continue to provide for the basic

needs of Somali refugees in Kenya.

For many Somali refugees,

resettlement is the most viable

durable solution.

The Government and civil society

in Kenya do not have the capacity to provide strong

protection management or to process asylum claims

rapidly. These gaps must be addressed, as UNHCR

plans to hand over responsibility for registration and

refugee status determination (RSD) to the Government

in 2009.

Main objectives

Annual programme

• Maintain international standards of protection and

legal assistance for displaced people.

• Refer some 5,000 refugees for group or individual

resettlement.
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• Facilitate the local integration of at least 200 refugees

within the framework of the 2006 Refugee Act.

• Improve refugee self-sufficiency by strengthening

sustainable-livelihoods projects.

• Support refugee women and youth with skills training.

• Rationalize and prioritize activities in Kakuma camp

and consolidate camp structures.

• Build the capacity of the Government to implement

the 2006 Refugee Act.

Supplementary programmes

Somalia Situation

• Provide emergency assistance to new arrivals from

Somalia and develop a new camp to reduce

congestion in the three refugee camps in Dadaab.

IDPs

• Ensure that the protection concerns of displaced

people are addressed through timely interventions in

close coordination with the Government and cluster

partners.

• Facilitate the return of IDPs to their places of origin,

their integration in the place of displacement, or

relocation to another part of the country.

Voluntary repatriation of Sudanese refugees

• All Sudanese refugees who wish to return to Southern

Sudan are repatriated and granted a returnee

package.

Key targets

Annual programme

• No refoulement or abuse of new arrivals.

• No arbitrary arrest or unwarranted detention of

refugees and asylum-seekers.

• Incidents of sexual and gender-based violence are

reduced by 60 per cent and cases of child abuse

and neglect are documented and reviewed

regularly in all refugee settlements.

• All survivors of sexual and gender-based violence

in refugee hosting areas receive medical

certificates for use in court (up from 60 per cent

in 2008).

• The provision of at least 17 litres of drinking

water per person per day to camp-based

populations is maintained.

• All refugees have access to primary health care,

sanitation facilities and other camp-based

services.

• All refugee children have access to primary

education.

• At least 90 per cent of newborn babies are

vaccinated.

• Community awareness on HIV and AIDS is

increased; 65 per cent of HIV and AIDS patients

receive care and counselling in refugee settings.

• All returns are conducted in safety and dignity.

• The protection management capacity of the

Government and other state institutions is built

up to manage refugee issues in line with

international standards.

Supplementary programmes

Somalia Situation

• Protection and emergency relief assistance is

provided to all new arrivals from Somalia.

• Camps and their infrastructure are developed to

cope with new arrivals from Somalia.

Kenya IDP

• All IDPs are provided with information,

counselling and legal assistance.

• All persons with specific needs receive

appropriate support, including transitional

shelter.

Voluntary repatriation of Sudanese refugees

• Promote the return of 10,000 refugees in safety

and dignity to Southern Sudan.

Strategy and activities

To accommodate a steady stream of new arrivals from

Somalia, UNHCR will expand the refugee camps in

Dadaab, as well as build a new camp.

UNHCR and its partners anticipate that some 10,000 of

the 25,000 Sudanese refugees in Kenya will repatriate

voluntarily by the end of 2009. While waiting for the

repatriation to Sudan, refugees will benefit from skills

development. Individuals who are not willing or able to

repatriate will receive protection and assistance. Some

will also be resettled in third countries.

Kakuma camp, which has been hosting refugees for the

past two decades, will be rehabilitated through a

post-repatriation, rehabilitation and livelihoods project.

UNHCR plans to review the camp’s lay-out to address

its water supply problems. The Office also plans to

consolidate camp facilities to allow the remaining

refugees to access assistance easily.

Prospects for the repatriation for refugees from Burundi,

the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Eritrea,

Ethiopia, Rwanda and Uganda are limited. UNHCR will
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nonetheless continue to facilitate

individual repatriation while enhancing

the protection and self-sufficiency of

those who are not able to return to their

countries of origin.

UNHCR will advocate for accession to

the statelessness conventions and

promote awareness of the situation of

stateless people. Activities will

include cooperation with actors

interested in statelessness issues and

interventions on behalf of stateless

individuals.

In view of the volatile political situation

in Kenya, UNHCR continues to protect

IDPs through the UN cluster approach,

providing transitional shelter kits for

returning or relocating IDPs and

building the protection capacity of

governmental and non-governmental

partners.

Constraints

Instability in Somalia continues to drive a

constant flow of asylum-seekers into

Kenya. This volatile situation makes

planning particularly difficult because

initial assumptions of resource

requirements need to be changed. The

encampment policy of the Government of

Kenya and the attitudes among security

personnel hinder the efforts of refugees to

achieve self-sufficiency.
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Planning figures

Type of population Origin

Jan 2009 Dec 2009

Total in country
Of whom

assisted by
UNHCR

Total in country
Of whom

assisted by
UNHCR

Refugees Ethiopia 23,500 23,500 25,500 25,500

Somalia 242,000 242,000 290,000 290,000

Sudan 25,700 25,700 6,800 6,800

Various 10,300 10,300 10,400 10,400

Asylum-seekers Ethiopia 3,500 3,500 3,600 3,600

Somalia 700 700 1,000 1,000

Sudan 950 950 570 570

Various 650 650 650 650

IDPs Kenya 300,000 150,000 150,000 150,000

Stateless 100,000 - 100,000 -

Total 707,300 457,300 588,520 488,520



Organization and implementation

UNHCR presence

Number of offices 4

Total staff 302

International 34

National 179

JPOs 9

UNVs 5

Other 75

Coordination

UNHCR’s main government counterpart is the

Department of Refugee Affairs. The Office is also

training the police, the Immigration Department and the

judiciary in the implementation of international refugee

law. The Sudanese repatriation operation will be

coordinated and implemented in cooperation with the

Kenyan and Sudanese authorities as well as UN

agencies and NGOs. UNHCR will also collaborate

closely with the embassies of resettlement countries.

Partners

Implementing partners

Government: Department of Refugee Affairs

NGOs: Action Aid, African Refugee Training and Employment
Services, CARE International, Centre for Domestic Training
and Development, Danish Refugee Council, Film Aid
International, GOAL Ireland, Handicap International,
International Rescue Committee, Kenya Magistrates & Judges
Association, Kenya Paralegal Association, Kenya Red Cross
Society, Legal Aid Centre (Kituo Cha Sharia), Lutheran World
Federation, National Council of Churches of Kenya,
Norwegian Refugee Council, Salesians of Don Bosco in Kenya,
Save the Children Fund (UK)

Others: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische
Zusammenarbeit, IOM, UNOPS

Operational partners

Government: Ministry of Immigration and Registration of
Persons, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Home Affairs

NGOs: Action Against Hunger, Jesuit Refugee Services,
Médecins Sans Frontières

Others: IUCN, UNFPA, UNDP, UNICEF, UNV, WFP, WHO

Financial information

UNHCR’s requirements in Kenya, which hosts the

largest refugee population in eastern Africa, have

increased significantly since 2005 as a result of

multiple, complex emergencies. The increase has

been compounded by the appreciation of the Kenyan

currency and higher operating costs of the Nairobi

regional hub, which provides administrative, logistical

and technical support to UNHCR offices in 17

countries.

In 2008, UNHCR created a supplementary

programme to provide protection and basic

assistance to Kenyan IDPs. This programme will

continue in 2009. The needs of new arrivals from

Somalia will be addressed under a supplementary

programme, as will the repatriation to Southern

Sudan.

It is foreseen that a supplementary programme to

address environmental damage associated with

Kakuma camp through rehabilitation and livelihood

projects will be established in 2009.
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Activities and
services

2008 2009

Annual
budget1

Supplementar
y budget2 Total

Annual
budget1

Supplementary budget

TotalSomalia
Situation

IDPs
Return of
Sudanese
refugees

Protection,
monitoring and
coordination

9,266,835 2,964,660 12,231,495 10,206,189 0 991,916 394,199 11,592,304

Community
services

1,415,691 74,948 1,490,639 960,202 0 0 0 960,202

Crop production 6,864 0 6,864 35,502 0 0 0 35,502

Domestic needs 2,518,429 2,717,399 5,235,828 3,039,720 361,188 670,000 0 4,070,908

Education 2,173,400 93,796 2,267,196 1,622,324 149,589 0 0 1,771,913

Food 2,798,465 194,845 2,993,310 2,890,327 134,630 0 2,923,577 5,948,534

Forestry 274,713 42,003 316,716 338,514 0 0 0 338,514

Health 3,264,754 1,465,644 4,730,398 4,462,285 89,753 0 0 4,552,038

Income
generation

27,170 0 27,170 8,237 0 0 0 8,237

Legal assistance 2,683,250 2,602,914 5,286,164 2,483,197 34,405 600,000 0 3,117,602

Operational
support (to
agencies)

4,084,403 2,133,160 6,217,563 3,968,981 181,818 90,000 0 4,240,799

Sanitation 707,672 570,641 1,278,313 741,708 179,506 0 0 921,214

Shelter and
infrastructure

1,105,818 7,114,686 8,220,504 1,082,131 270,755 1,100,000 0 2,452,886

Transport and
logistics

1,158,032 5,752,097 6,910,129 2,011,703 538,519 250,000 0 2,800,222

Water 1,235,077 1,164,087 2,399,164 1,205,169 59,837 0 0 1,265,006

Total operations 32,720,574 26,890,880 59,611,454 35,056,189 2,000,000 3,701,916 3,317,776 44,075,881

Programme
support

8,759,723 332,434 9,092,157 10,059,834 0 0 103,025 10,162,859

Total 41,480,297 27,223,314 68,703,611 45,116,023 2,000,000 3,701,916 3,420,801 54,238,740

1
Includes the Regional Support Hub in Nairobi.

2
Includes supplementary programmes for IDPs (USD 17,992,716), the Somalia Situation (USD 3,770,500), return and reintegration of refugees and IDPs in Southern Sudan (USD

3,206,333), anaemia control and prevention (USD 731,378) and water and sanitation activities (USD 1,522,387).

Note: Supplementary programme budgets exclude 7 per cent support costs that are recovered from contributions to meet indirect costs for UNHCR.


