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Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all thank you very much for inviting us to this meeting.
It is an honor for UNICEF to share our experience on the issue of birth registration, children’s passport to protection.
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Outline of presentation
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I will divide my presentation into three parts.
The first one deals with why we consider BR to be so important, in the second part, will briefly give you a understanding of the current situation of birth registration, before looking at some opportunities for birth registration, also referring to partnerships and good practices. 

Just to note, the United Nations defines Civil Registration as the recording of vital events. It is clear from this definition that birth registration is one of the components of civil registration, unlike other registration processes such as registration that might take place in  case of emergencies for instance. 

In 2010, more than 65 UNICEF country offices reported birth registration to be part of their programme with national governments. 




Article 7
1.

 
The child shall be registered immediately after birth and 

 shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to 
 acquire a nationality

 
and, as far as possible, the right to 

 know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2.
 

2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of 
 these rights in accordance with their national law and 
 their obligations under the relevant international 

 instruments in this field, in particular where the child 
 would otherwise be stateless.

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by most countries in the world, in its article 7 refers to children’s right to be registered at birth and to acquire a name and a nationality, specifically highlighting States’ responsibility towards children who are in risk of becoming stateless. 



Current situation

51 million children 

 born in 2007 not 

 registered
1/4 developing 

 countries with 

 available data have 

 a BR rate below 50%

Sub‐Saharan Africa and

 South Asia: nearly 2/3 

 children

 
not registered

 in 2007

Children from the 

 poorest

 
households

 are twice as likely to 

 be unregistered as 

 children from the 

 richest households

Children living in 

 rural

 
areas are 

 often less likely to 

 be registered than 

 children in urban

 areas.
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Now, let’s look at the situation of birth registration …

Globally, around 51 million children born in 2007 were not registered at birth. Nearly two out of three children in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia were not registered in 2007. 

The administrative and legislative barriers to effective civil registration are typically limited distribution of administrative systems and limited training of registrars and social service providers on birth registration, while the economic and geographic barriers generally refer to registration fees and lack of government resources.

On the demand side, limited knowledge by parents as well as distance to civil registration office are factors that may hamper the process of civil registration.

Discrimination against ethnic or religious minorities or refugee populations as well as fear of discrimination and persecution are significant barriers for these population groups. 





Children’s “passport to protection”

•Birth registration establishes formal proof of a 
 child’s name, existence

 
and age. 

•This proof can help protect
 

the child against:

Early marriage
Under‐recruitment to armed forces

Child labour
Trafficking

Being tried and sentenced as adults
Statelessness

Early marriage
Under‐recruitment to armed forces

Child labour
Trafficking

Being tried and sentenced as adults
Statelessness

Why is Birth Registration so important?
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So what happens if a child is not registered..?

Registering a child’s birth is a vital step towards their protection. 
Any enforcement of minimum-age legislation depends upon an official record of a child’s age, whether it is to protect them from illegal recruitment by armed forces, from early marriage or from hazardous forms of work. Children in conflict with the law will need an official record of their age to avoid being treated as adults by the criminal justice system. As a legal proof of place of birth and parent affiliation, BR may also prevent children from becoming stateless. 

Additionally, civil registration supports vital statistics, efficient government and effective use of international aid. Measuring progress towards achieving the MDGs, for instance, has been greatly hampered by failing systems for data collection in many developing countries. 

Country examples
In Sri Lanka, UNICEF is currently supporting reunification of children who were separated from their families during the war. To date, the tracing unit has reunified 47 children with their families, while 63 other cases have been verified and will soon be home with their families. Children with photographs and birth certificates are more easily traced. By sifting through records at children’s homes and gathering information at displaced camps, a database of 676 children including babies, little boys and girls and teenagers has been set up since 2009.

Although there is a lack of scientific evidence of the causal relationship between birth registration and access to health and education, in some countries, even though the national legislation states all children’s right to primary education, in practice many children may see themselves denied from access to school if they are not able to show to such documentation (Dominican Republic, Colombia,..). In consequence, they may find themselves exposed to increased risks of violence and exploitation. 




Birth Registration and Early Marriage
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Birth Registration and Under 5 Mortality

R2 = 0.4181
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Birth Registration and Primary Enrolment

R2 = 0.2402
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As we can see from the graphs above, a rough correlation of UNICEF (MICS) data shows relatively strong correlations between birth registration and U5MR. 

There are also clear correlations, between birth registration and primary enrolment rate, and early marriage. 




Opportunities for birth registration

No correlation between income and registration 
 levels

Birth Registration and GNI per Capita
(only low  income countries)
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We will now look at different opportunities birth registration..

First of all, birth registration supports children’s legal empowerment and gives them a claim to privileges and services, such as health and education, but also to get a passport and travel abroad.

Country examples show us that there is no correlation between income levels and registration levels…

- Togo; Comoros; Madagascar, Burundi – High registration levels with relatively low GDPs
- Botswana, Swaziland – higher GDPs, but lower levels of registration
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Within health, there is the opportunity for partnering with the health sector, considering rates of service coverage and outreach of health facilities. 

On their side, the health sector also gains from more accurate statistics and disaggregated population figures that allow better targeting and allocation of health resources. 

UNICEF carried out a study in 2010 of good practices in integrating birth registration into health systems (2000-2009).

In Brazil, for instance, sub-national birth registration rates in poverty stricken northern and northeastern states increased substantially due to the adoption of a comprehensive National Plan of Action complemented with public funding, political commitment and monetary incentives awarded to maternity wards for each registered child. Civil registrars were placed in maternity wards in 2001 and, following evaluations conducted by UNICEF, this strategy was substituted by a low-cost solution that linked both institutions with a remote online connection. 

As you may observe from the graph above, the rate of sub-registry fell from 23% in 2001 to 12.7% in 2006. 

Over the last years, the government has completely taken over the process and, in the framework of South-South cooperation, Brazil has supported Guinea Bissau for improvement of civil registry.




Innovative technology

•Poor state of manual records

•Digitization of mobile technology
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Innovative technologies also present opportunities in the area of birth and civil registration. 

Traditional obstacles related to conventional, manual and paper-based processes could easily be given technical solutions. 
Cell phone coverage is extensive in many countries. Examples are available on work in Africa where cell phones are used to track nutritional and health interventions in remote areas (Zambia, Uganda). 

UNICEF is currently looking at opportunities for introducing mobile technology into birth registration through pilot projects at country level (Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya).



• Latin America and Caribbean

Paraguay 2007, Panama, 2011 

• African Union initiative

Ethiopia 2010, South Africa 2012

Political commitment statelessness
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There is currently a great political momentum for birth registration…

Two regional conferences on BR have taken place in Latin America . These conferences highlighted the significance of universal and timely registration of birth, with a specific focus on equity and non-discrimintation. 

In 2010, in Ethiopia, the African ministers responsible for civil registration assembled and a second conference is to take place in South Africa in 2012. 

There is now an unprecedented high-level African political commitment for civil registration and the Conference of Ministers responsible for Civil Registration is meant to be a permanent forum tasked with following up and monitoring of the implementation of the Africa Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics system (APAI-CRVS).  UNICEF and UNHCR among other actors will  support this process.  




• Projects targeting indigenous and afro‐descendant 
 population groups in Latin America

• Cote d’Ivoire: National Programme
 

of Civil Registry 
 Modernization

• UN Rule of Law Unit

UNICEF & UNHCR joining hands
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Before finalizing, I just want to mention a few examples of how UNICEF and UNHCR work jointly on the issue of birth registration. 

Both in Colombia and Ecuador, UNICEF and UNHCR have collaborated to support increased registration coverage, specifically targeting indigenous population groups and afro-descendants. These collaborations are part of larger national frameworks of collaboration between the two organizations. In Ecuador, the establishment of mobile brigades  for registration lead to the issuing of birth certificates for over 200.000 children between 2006-2007.

Another example of collaboration is the partnership established in Cote d’Ivoire, with the World Bank, EU, UNHCR, and internal NGOs on birth registration promotion within the framework of the National Programme of Civil Registry Modernization.

Finally, responding to our mandates delegated by the UN Secretary General, UNICEF and UNHCR together cover the issue of birth registration within the UN Rule of Law Unit.




• Increased equity

• Prevention of Statelessness

Civil Registration for increased protection and 
 equity
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Responding to widening disparities both between and within countries UNICEF has adopted an equity approach to programming. Acting as a safeguard for inclusion of and non-discrimination against children, birth registration is considered to be a powerful instrument to promoting equity. 

Efforts are therefore directed towards strengthening of registration systems that permit us to reach the most vulnerable and excluded children, including children of stateless people, refugees and migrants. Like it is stated in the article 7 of the CRC, States have a particular responsibility in preventing children from becoming stateless, regardless of their right to citizenship. 

The international community must support the fulfillment of this right.

Thank you very much!
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