
LIBERIA

Working environment

£ The context

The socio-economic situation in Liberia remains very difficult as 
the country is still recovering from years of civil war. However,
the election in 2011 of the new president, a Nobel Peace Prize
winner with strong support in the international community, has
produced a more favourable working environment for
humanitarian and development actors.

The overall population of refugees and asylum seekers in
Liberia grew significantly in mid-2011 following the unrest
triggered by the December 2010 presidential election in

Côte d’Ivoire. While in the beginning of 2010 Liberia had fewer
than 7,000 refugees, they were over 128,000 in January 2012,
mostly from Côte d’Ivoire. These refugees have benefited from
unhindered access to the country, where they were swiftly
granted refugee status on a prima facie basis.

In June, seven UN peacekeepers were killed in an incident in
western Côte d’Ivoire. As a result of the deaths, the Government
of Liberia decided to close its border with Côte d’Ivoire except for 
humanitarian matters. The volatile security situation in Côte
d’Ivoire that followed the incident has reduced the rate of
voluntary repatriation of Ivorian refugees from Liberia and
induced some new arrivals (some 4,100 in two months).
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Planning figures for Liberia

TYPE OF
POPULATION  OR I GIN

JAN 2013 DEC 2013

TO TAL
IN COUN TRY

OF WHOM AS SISTED
BY UNHCR

TO TAL
IN COUN TRY

OF WHOM AS SISTED
BY UNHCR

Refugees

Côte d’Ivoire 66,420 66,420 50,420 50,420

Guinea 570 570 470 470

Sierra Leone 160 160 140 140

Various 70 70 90 90

Persons in refugee-like
situations

Various 10 10 - -

Asylum-seekers
Guinea - - 10 10

Various 80 80 30 30

Returnees (refugees) Liberia 24,610 24,610 4,880 4,880

To tal 91,920 91,920 56,040 56,040



In line with the progress towards peace and development in
Liberia, cessation clauses (see Glossary) were invoked on 30 June
2012 for Liberian refugees. UNHCR is assisting the Liberian
authorities to issue national passports to Liberians who opted for
local integration in their country of asylum. In addition to the
cessation clauses, mass information campaigns and an increase
in March 2012 in the amount of cash given through
reintegration grants prompted more Liberian refugees to
repatriate voluntarily. Though UNHCR had planned for 11,000
individuals returning, as of 31 August 2012 more than 18,000 had 
done so, mainly from Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, Guinea and
various other West African countries.

£ The needs

UNHCR anticipates challenges in facilitating the voluntary
repatriation of Liberian refugees.

It is estimated that some 60,000 Ivorians will be in Liberia at
the end of 2012. Providing them with basic goods and services

such as food, water, health, shelter and education will be a
priority.

Given the climatic conditions in the country, shelters are in
constant need of replacement and maintenance. The transition
to semi-permanent structures, which has already been initiated,
needs to be supported to ensure that people of concern live in
adequate dwellings.

Strategy and activities

In 2013 UNHCR will continue to lead the humanitarian
response to the refugee situation in Liberia in close coordination
with the Government, UN agencies and other humanitarian
actors. It will help build asylum capacity in the country and try to 
prevent statelessness and human trafficking. Regular protection
monitoring in villages and camps will be undertaken through
the government agency, the Liberia Refugee Repatriation and
Resettlement Commission (LRRRC). 
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Main objectives and targets for 2013

Basic needs and essential services

l The health status of the population is improved.

ÜThe global acute malnutrition rate among refugees is less than 5
per cent.

ÜThe under-5 mortality rate among refugees is less than 1.5 per
1,000 people per month.

ÜSome 85 per cent of people of concern have access to
anti-retroviral therapy.

l The population has optimal access to education.

ÜAll children aged 6-13 are enrolled in primary school.

ÜAll children of concern aged 14-17 are enrolled in secondary
school.

ÜSome 60 per cent of young people aged 15-24 are enrolled in
certified training.

l Shelter and infrastructure are established, improved and
maintained.

ÜSome 70 per cent of households live in adequate dwellings.

ÜNot more than five persons live in the same shelter.

Community empowerment and self-reliance

l Self-reliance and livelihoods are improved.

ÜSome 20 per cent of people of concern aged 18-59 with their own
businesses are self-employed for more than 12 months.

Durable solutions

l The potential for voluntary return is realized. 

ÜAll people of concern who wish to repatriate do so in safety and
dignity.

Ivorian refugees
learning to become
snail farmers in
Saclepea camp.
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New arrivals will be registered and their 
data updated in a timely manner. Priority
will be given to identifying and assisting
unaccompanied and separated children,
while ensuring that adequate SGBV
prevention and response measures are in
place.

In 2013, it is expected that some 70 per
cent of refugees will live in camps. Refugees 
will continue to be encouraged and assisted
to move into consolidated camps. UNHCR
will also provide them with multi-sectoral
assistance.

Emphasis will be placed on durable
solutions. UNHCR plans to facilitate the
voluntary repatriation of some 10,000
refugees to Côte d’Ivoire in 2013. Local
integration for Ivorian refugees in Liberia is 
not foreseen in 2013. UNHCR will reopen
negotiations with the Government for the
local integration of Sierra Leonean refugees 
who were exempted from the 2008
invocation of the cessation clauses.

Resettlement will be mainly used as a
protection tool. In 2013, UNHCR plans to
submit 180 cases to resettlement countries.

£ Constraints

The socio-political and security climate in
Côte d’Ivoire continues to have a direct
impact on the asylum situation in Liberia
and prospects for the voluntary repatriation 
of Ivorian refugees in Liberia. Prolonged
rains and poor infrastructure are some of
the logistical challenges UNHCR has to
cope with. The national electrical grid is in
a poor state, forcing UNHCR to be heavily
dependent on power generators to carry out 
its operations. The general economic
situation in the country also affects the
reintegration of Liberian returnees.

Organization and
implementation

£ Coordination

The number of UNHCR’s implementing
partners was reduced between 2011 and
2012, reflecting the reduction in refugee
numbers and needs. This process is
expected to continue in 2013.

Financial information

Between 2007 and 2011, UNHCR’s financial 
requirements in Liberia had been on the
decline until the Ivorian crisis forced the
Office to step up its operational capacity,
leading to an increase of the 2011 and 2012
budgets. In 2013, UNHCR’s requirements
will amount to USD 42.5 million, and cover
the transportation and reintegration of
Liberian returnees, the provision of basic
goods and services to Ivorian refugees, and
building the Government’s capacity to
manage refugee matters.

Consequences of a funding
shortfall

l The provision of basic goods and
services, such as transitional shelters,
education and social services, would be
affected.

l Improvements in the areas of water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health
and nutrition would not occur,
increasing the risk of malaria and
epidemics of measles and cholera.

l Inadequate funding to support
self-reliance initiatives will prompt
people of concern to adopt coping
mechanisms such as survival sex and
child labour.
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UNHCR’s budget in Liberia 2008 – 2013

UNHCR’s presence in 2013

o Number of  offices 4

o Total staff 137
International 17
National 94
JPOs 2
UNVs 15
Others 9



UNHCR Global Appeal 2013 Update 111

2013 UNHCR’s budget in Li be ria (USD)

BUD GET BREAK DOWN
REF U GEE

PROGRAMME
PIL LAR 1

RE IN TE GRA TION
PRO JECTS
PIL LAR 3

TO TAL

Favourable protection environment

Law and policy 252,816 0 252,816

Access to legal assistance and remedies 832,533 0 832,533

Subtotal 1,085,349 0 1,085,349

Fair protection processes and documentation

Registration and profiling 666,616 0 666,616

Refugee status determination 402,816 0 402,816

Civil registration and civil status
documentation 213,800 0 213,800

Subtotal 1,283,232 0 1,283,232

Security from violence and exploitation

Prevention and response to SGBV 1,533,378 0 1,533,378

Protection of children 1,709,647 0 1,709,647

Subtotal 3,243,026 0 3,243,026

Basic needs and essential services

Health 3,799,778 0 3,799,778

Reproductive health and HIV services 805,631 0 805,631

Nutrition 1,023,232 0 1,023,232

Food security 492,801 0 492,801

Water 1,095,660 0 1,095,660

Sanitation and hygiene 1,718,388 0 1,718,388

Shelter and infrastructure 2,077,842 0 2,077,842

Basic domestic items 1,352,816 0 1,352,816

Services for people with specific needs 463,800 0 463,800

Education 4,884,972 0 4,884,972

Subtotal 17,714,918 0 17,714,918

Community empowerment and self-reliance

Community mobilization 819,432 0 819,432

Natural resources and shared environment 1,547,231 0 1,547,231

Self-reliance and livelihoods 3,301,259 0 3,301,259

Subtotal 5,667,922 0 5,667,922

Durable solutions

Voluntary return 1,162,541 0 1,162,541

Integration 702,816 0 702,816

Resettlement 352,601 0 352,601

Subtotal 2,217,958 0 2,217,958

Leadership, coordination and partnerships

Coordination and partnerships 769,832 0 769,832

Donor relations and resource mobilization 188,800 0 188,800

Subtotal 958,632 0 958,632

Logistics and operations support

Logistics and supply 6,116,660 0 6,116,660

Operations management, coordination and
support 4,221,078 0 4,221,078

Subtotal 10,337,738 0 10,337,738

To tal 42,508,774 0 42,508,774

2012 Revised budget (as of 30 June 2012) 50,698,779 8,850,442 59,549,221

PARTNERS

Implementing partners

Government agencies
Liberian Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement
Commission

NGOs
Africa Humanitarian Action
Care International
Caritas
Childfund International
Community Health Education and Social Services
Danish Refugee Council
International Emergency and Development Aid
International Rescue Committee
Medical Emergency Relief Cooperative
International
Medical Emergency Relief International
Logistics Services Liberia
Norwegian Church Aid
Norwegian Refugee Council
Save the Children UK
Special Emergency Activity to Restore Children’s
Hope

Operational partners

Government agencies
Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare

NGOs
Oxfam




