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This matrix depicts the annual ranking of countries/territories of origin 
of refugees since 1980. Countries/territories are listed if they featured 
among the top-20 at least once. Individual rankings are the result of 
population movements, demographic and legal changes, data revisions 
and re-classification of individual population groups. Palestinian refugees 
under UNHCR’s mandate are excluded as a result of incomplete data.

This matrix depicts the annual ranking of asylum 
countries of refugees since 1980. Countries are listed if 
they featured among the top-20 at least once. Individual 
rankings are the result of population movements, 
demographic and legal changes, data revisions and  
re-classification of individual population groups.
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a Ethiopia: includes Eritrea until its independence in the absence of seperate statistics available for both countries.

b Serbia and Kosovo (S/RES/1244 (1999)). Includes Montenegro until its independence in the absence of seperate statistics available for both countries.

c Sudan: includes South Sudan until its independence in the absence of seperate statistics available for both countries.

d Unknown origin: Refers to refugees whose country of origin is unknown. Data availability has improved significantly over the years.

a Serbia and Kosovo (S/RES/1244 (1999)). Data concerning the former Yugoslavia as well as Serbia and 
Montenegro have been reported under Serbia.
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