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Where do refugees come 
from? 

Altogether, more than two-thirds  
(67 per cent) of all refugees worldwide 
came from just five countries. Find 
them on this map in yellow.  

Ask your pupils to guess the top five 
countries of origin of refugees. Then 
give them the names of the countries 
and the numbers of refugees 
originating from each country (see 
table). You can then ask pupils to find 
the countries on a map. 

Syrian Arab Republic 
6.7  million

Afghanistan
2.7 million

South Sudan 
2.3 million

Myanmar 
1.1 million

Somalia
0.9 million

Dem. Rep.  
of the Congo

Venezuelan refugees and asylum- 
seekers grew in number. The broader 
movement of Venezuelans across the 

region and beyond increasingly took on 
the characteristics of a refugee 

situation, with some 3.4 million outside 
the country by the end of 2018.

Venezuela

Source: UNHCR Global Trends report, figures for 2018.
 More teaching materials at www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees.html

Full Global Trends report at www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2018/
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