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UNHCR’s governing body – the Executive Commit-

tee of the High Commissioner’s Programme

(ExCom) – was created in 1958, pursuant to a

request by the General Assembly. Its main tasks

are to approve the High Commissioner’s assis-

tance programmes, advise the High Commis-

sioner in the exercise of his/her functions (mainly

on protection issues), and oversee the Office’s

finances and administration.

ExCom holds an annual session in Geneva every

October. The fifty-fourth session was held from

29 September to 3 October 2003. Meetings of the

Executive Committee’s Standing Committee were

held at various dates throughout the year.

Membership is on the widest possible geograph-

ical basis from those States (members of the

United Nations and others) with a demonstrated

interest in, and devotion to, the solution of refugee
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problems. In 2003, the 64 members were:




