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Community-Based Protection (CBP)

“ Engagement with individuals, groups and community-based 

structures in conflict- and displacement-affected communities 

in planning and implementing strategies to prevent or

reduce protection risks, mitigate and address the 

consequences of violence, coercion and deprivation, 

address root causes, and building community resilience 

and preparedness through enhanced capacity and effective 

use of local resources “



Characteristics of COVID-19 & CBP

❑ Additional and enhanced protection risks

❑ Reduced face-2-face interaction with communities

❑ Disruption of community protection structures and 

increased intra & inter communal tension

❑ Restrictions on access to information & provision 

of information on rights



Understanding Communities’ Protection Needs

• Adapted protection IM approaches to capture COVID-19 risks & 

protection impact 

• Further disaggregation of data across age, gender & diversity (AGD)

• Continued, remote engagement with community Protection Focal Points 

& community-based protection structures

• Phones, airtime, communication equipment



CBP Response

• Communities are first responders with self-protection capacities

• Awareness sessions and CwC on C-19 risks, entitlements & 

protection risks

• Intensified engagement with community-based structures

• Referral pathways – awareness and use

• Training of community-based structures & Protection Focal Points

• Partnership with CBOs and NGOs



Recommendations
1. Recognise communities’ role & self-protection capacities

2. Invest in CBP from the outset of crisis

3. Prepare and build relationships & trust 

4. Ensure remote programming capacities

5. Strengthen Communicating with(in) Communities (CwC)

6. Avoid parallel protection structures


