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Portraits of Resilience - Refugees in Armenia



“Hard work and dedication are the key to a dignified life, respect, and new achievements. We grew up 
with these values and raise our children the same way,” says Khachatur, a refugee from 
Nagorno-Karabakh who lives and works in Sevan, Gegharkunik province, Armenia. 

«

©UNHCR/Areg Balayan

“I dream to enhance my small bakery and share freshly baked pastries and traditional pakhlava with 
my new neighbours and friends in our hospitable town,” says Mariam, a refugee from Nagorno-Karab-
akh who nowadays lives in Gyumri, Shirak province, Armenia. 

«

©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan

“I am holding this cat I met in Yerevan, and she reminds me of my kitten I left with my mom in my 
hometown in Ukraine. I love and take care of the nature and animals in my new home, Armenia,” says 
Natalia, a refugee from Ukraine who nowadays lives in Yerevan, Armenia, and volunteers for refugees 
like herself. 

«

©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 

“Drinking from the Armenian "pulpulak" is more than just quenching my thirst: each sip of that clear, 
nourishing mountain water reminds me of the strength and hospitality of the Armenian people,” says 
Ahmid, a refugee from Sierra Leone who has found safety in Armenia. 

«

©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan

“Armenia is a remarkable place with kind, friendly and hospitable people who respect other cultures 
and traditions. I am also impressed with Armenia's rich history and very beautiful nature,” says Fauzi-
yya, a refugee mother from Nigeria who lives in Yerevan, Armenia.

«
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“For 40 years, I’ve practised the art of leatherwork - back at home and now in Armenia. They say, it’s 
a God-given skill, but I owe it all to my master Avo. Now I’m passing the skills to my son so that the 
legacy of leatherwork is preserved for the generations to come,” says Keork, a refugee from Syria, 
running a small workshop in Darbnik village, Ararat province, Armenia. 

«
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“I love Yerevan, the cosy ambience of the city. There’s something in the air and in the sky above 
Yerevan I strongly feel. I think it’s freedom and tranquillity that help me regain hope and dream of a 
brighter future,” says Shaghig, a refugee from Syria, who rebuilds her life in Yerevan, Armenia. 

«
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“I feel safe in Armenia; my daughters enjoy their childhood, engaging in school classes, arts, and 
sports. I dream of a better future for all the children in the world, and our third daughter to be born 
soon,” says Yulia, a refugee from Ukraine who lives in Yerevan, Armenia. 

«
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“
sity life and studies help us forget the sad memories of displacement and live a life filled with knowl
edge, friendship and optimism,” say Anna and Anna, refugee friends from Nagorno-Karabakh, who 
reside in Gyumri, Armenia. 

«

©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan

“
mined to preserve Armenia’s cultural heritage, I embarked on a restoration journey together with my 
team of carpenters,” says Guy, a refugee from Nagorno-Karabakh. 

«

©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 

"My father always stressed the value of hard work, saying, 'It is the path to a dignified life that earns 
you respect no matter where you go in the world’. We love Armenia and are determined to stay and 
contribute to this wonderful country," tells Sobhie, a refugee from Syria, who makes traditional zaatar 
bread in Armavir province, Armenia.
 
«

©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 

“My family is glad that we live in Armenia. It’s safe here; we can easily travel, meet interesting people 
and offer them our traditional food, exchange recipes and interact,” says Hmue, a refugee from Myan-
mar and a chef at a restaurant in Yerevan. 

«
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January

Khachatur, a refugee from Nagorno-Karabakh, now lives and works in Sevan. 
©UNHCR/Areg Balayan
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Mariam, a refugee from Nagorno-Karabakh, nowadays lives in Gyumri. 
©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan
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Natalia, a refugee from Ukraine, nowadays lives in Yerevan. 
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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April

Ahmid, a refugee from Sierra Leone, has found safety in Armenia.  
©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan  
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May

Fauziyya, a refugee from Nigeria, lives in Yerevan.
©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan  
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Keork, a refugee from Syria, runs a small workshop in Darbnik village, Ararat province. 
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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Shaghig, a refugee from Syria, rebuilds her life in Yerevan. 
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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Yulia, a refugee from Ukraine, and her family now live in Yerevan. 
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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Anna and Anna, refugee friends from Nagorno-Karabakh, nowadays study in Gyumri. 
©UNHCR/Inna Mkhitaryan
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Please meet Guy, a refugee from Nagorno-Karabakh.
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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Hmue, a refugee from Myanmar, is now a chef at a restaurant in Yerevan. 
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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Sobhie, a refugee from Syria, makes traditional zaatar bread in Armavir province.  
©UNHCR/Karen Minasyan 
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This calendar is about refugees living in Armenia, among them, bakers, cooks, carpenters and 
farmers. They have generously shared their stories, offering us a glimpse into their lives, 

dreams and aspirations.

We extend our gratitude to refugees for their resilience and determination to live and create and 
contribute to their host country - Armenia.

These amazing life stories of refugees, their achievements and endeavours inspire UNHCR to 
continue its humanitarian mission with renewed vigour and commitment.

Photos by Karen Minasyan, Inna Mkhitaryan and Areg Balayan
Texts by Anahit Hayrapetyan, UNHCR Armenia
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