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The neeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m

ANNUAL THEME: REPATRI ATl ON CHALLENGES (agenda item 4) (continued)
(A AC. 96/ 882 and 887)

1. M . KAVADZE (Observer for Ceorgia) expressed his gratitude to UNHCR s
staff and to the Hi gh Commi ssioner for their outstanding contribution to
sol ving refugee problens and to the Governnents of the United States,

Swi t zerl and, Denmark and ot her donor countries for the funds provided

for the UNHCR progranme in Ceorgia.

2. Since its establishment in Georgia, the UNHCR office in Thilisi had been
actively involved in the inplenentation of post-conflict programres in the
Abkhazi a and South Ossetia regions. Abkhazia had been at the top of the
Georgi an Governnment's agenda for the past five years. Unfortunately, despite
the nedi ati on of the United Nations and the invol venent of the internationa
conmmunity, efforts to convince the Abkhaz authorities to accept a framework of
negoti ati ons which would respect the integrity of Georgia' s borders had so far
been fruitless, as had the efforts of the international community through the
Fri ends of Georgia contact group. The President of Georgia, M. Shevernadze,
had recently drawn attention to the danger that acute problens in Abkhazia

m ght detonate and spill over into a nmuch broader area, thereby creating a
threat to international peace and security.

3. Pendi ng a breakthrough in the negotiation process, UNHCR continued to
assi st spontaneous returnees to the Gali area to resettle permanently by
provi ding rehabilitation packages and i ncone-generating activities. The
Government of Georgia wel comed UNHCR s increased involvenent in other
districts of Abkhazia because it would bal ance the support provided to Gal
and hel p prevent tension between the two ethnic communities. It would al so
allow UNHCR to extend its field of nonitoring and become nore famliar with
the situation in other areas of Abkhazi a.

4. The year 1997 was a transitional year for humanitarian assistance to
internally displaced persons residing in governnent-controlled areas of
CGeorgia. Despite an overall inprovenent, many internally displaced persons

were in critical circunmstances and the programme specifically targeted the
nmost vul nerabl e and needy beneficiaries.

5. As a result of the shortage of funds, UNHCR had had to prioritize

its activities and focus, first, on capitalizing on the opportunity for the
voluntary repatriation of CGeorgian refugees to South Ossetia and, secondly, on
further boosting its assistance to the estinated 30,000 spontaneous returnees
in the Gali region and creating conditions for the sustainable return of the
remai nder of that region's population. The reorientation of UNHCR s support
to the two non-governnent-controlled areas of return had led to a shortage of
funds for its Georgia programme. UNHCR Ceorgia had therefore had to request

a loan fromthe Hi gh Conmi ssioner's Fund for Voluntary Repatriation

6. A recent positive trend was that ethnic Ossetian refugees had begun to

return to Georgia fromthe Russian Federation. The Governnent of Georgia was
encouragi ng that process, as shown by the recent statement by the President of
Georgia welcomng the return of all refugees and internally displaced persons.
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7. Maj or transnational transportation, oil and gas projects were under way
in CGeorgia, holding out the prom se of new opportunities for its popul ation
However, in order for those projects to bear fruit, it was necessary to ensure
the secure, organized and sustainable return of hundreds of thousands of
people to their honmes and Ceorgia | ooked to UNHCR for assistance in solving
the problens it faced.

8. M. MGUL (Observer for Djibouti) said that, despite durable solutions
to some refugee situations, the refugee problem had never been so acute as in
recent years, causing deep concern to countries whose very exi stence was

t hreat ened by nmassive refugee inflows. However, countries had to assune their
humani tarian responsibilities and the international community had to provide
all possible support to host countries, sonme of which accommopdated mllions of
refugees despite their own trying circunstances.

9. Since its independence, the Republic of Djibouti had hosted successive
waves of refugees fleeing the crises that had affected the Horn of Africa for
some 20 years. Thanks to the UNHCR s support, a large-scale repatriation
operation had made it possible voluntarily to repatriate sone 36,500 Ethiopian
refugees between Septenber 1994 and April 1996. Since then, the probl em of

Et hi opi an refugees in Djibouti had virtually been sol ved.

10. Dji bouti still hosted sone 21,900 Somali refugees in canps for which
UNHCR was responsible, in addition to 55,000 persons who |ived outside the
canps and were putting great pressure on Djibouti's limted social
infrastructure. The solution to the problemlay as nuch in devel opnent
programmes in the refugees' regions of origin as in repatriation

11. The Governnent of Djibouti was deeply concerned about its Somali refugee
popul ation. The recent inprovenments in the situation in north-west Somalia
made it essential to revitalize the process of the repatriation of Somal
refugees fromthat region, nost of whomwere living in Djibouti-Ville, where
their presence was becoming increasingly difficult for the | ocal population

to bear. His delegation therefore officially requested UNHCR to plan the
transfer of between 15,000 and 20,000 Sorali refugees to camps which had the
capacity and infrastructure to accormndate them There would al so have to be
a voluntary repatriation programme for those Somali refugees, as there had
been in Ethiopia

12. Dji bouti itself had not been spared by civil war, although the wi sdom of
its population had led to the signing of a peace agreenment in December 1994.
The former enenmies were united at the current neeting of the Executive
Committee and were working together to reconstruct and rehabilitate their
country. He was pleased to informthe Executive Comrittee that nore

t han 15, 000 persons had spontaneously returned to their homes in Dibout

and that the Ethiopian del egation had given assurances, in the presence of
representatives of UNHCR, that an operation would be carried out to register
and identify the Djibouti refugees still in Ethiopia before the end of
Novenber 1997, prior to a voluntary repatriation operation

13. The Governnent of Djibouti urged UNHCR to inplenent a nmultisectora
assi stance and resettl ement progranme for the nore than 15,000 Di bout
refugees who had spontaneously returned and for its 50,000 internally
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di spl aced persons. The inplenentation of that progranme in 1998 woul d provide
support for his Governnent in the efforts it was making to rebuild trust and
under st andi ng anong Djibouti's population. He therefore called on UNHCR to
commt itself to conducting a rehabilitation progranme for the war-ravaged
regions in order to allow the returnees to begin new lives. Reconstruction
and rehabilitation would require support both fromthe international community
and fromregional institutions such as the Intergovernnental Authority on
Devel opnent (1 GAD), which could help to prevent future refugee crises.

14. M . OUEDRAOXO (Observer for Burkina Faso) said that, in addition to the
other problens it faced, Africa had to deal with its refugee popul ati on of
some 6 mllion persons, whose situation was all the nmore worrying as they were
mai nly fromthe nost vul nerabl e popul ati on sectors. Their legitimte desire
was to return hone as soon as possible and to recover their dignity.

15. The choice of “repatriation challenges” as the annual theme for the
Executive Committee's current session could therefore not be nore tinely.
Repatriation, which was the best of all the durable solutions to refugee

probl ems, neant that mininmumconditions had to be net in countries of origin
and with regard to the role of the international comunity. |In countries of
origin, the primary challenge was to restore peace and security in order to
guarantee stability. Praisewrthy efforts had been made in Africa and further
initiatives were under way to identify durable solutions to the various crises
responsi bl e for forced popul ati on novenents. Wth the satisfactory concl usion
of the electoral process in Liberia, a new page in that country's history had
been turned and there was new hope for its refugees. Prospects were better
too, for Mzanbi can refugees

16. Unfortunately, there were still areas of tension, as in Angola, in the
Great Lakes region and now in Sierra Leone and the Congo, that continued to
generate refugee fl ows.

17. Repatriation had to go hand in hand with reintegrati on and nmeasures to
heal noral and psychol ogi cal wounds, which were always the hardest to treat.
Efforts along those lines would be pointless w thout resolute support fromthe
i nternational community as a whole. Wile action in the fields of devel opnent
assi stance, preventive diplonmacy, nediation, peace-building and reconstruction
was encouraging, it had to be intensified. Particular efforts should be nade
to strengthen the Organization of African Unity's conflict prevention

machi nery, which had proved to be very effective. The initiative taken by the
menbers of the Economic Conmmunity of West African States (ECOMS) by depl oyi ng
the Cease-fire Mnitoring Goup (ECOMOG in Liberia had also helped to restore
peace in that country, thus paving the way for refugees to return home to take
part in national reconstruction

18. One of the keys to the success of such action was the strengthening of
UNHCR s coordinating role and its capacity for intervention in the field. 1In
order to enable the Ofice to discharge its nmandate effectively, there had to
be nore active solidarity fromthe international community as a whol e.

19. M. GYAWALI (Observer for Nepal) said that the annual thenme of
repatriation challenges was particularly tinely as experience over the
previ ous year had brought those very challenges into sharp focus. The



A/ AC. 96/ SR. 520
page 5

docunent on the theme (A/ AC 96/887) sunmed up the experience gai ned and
signposted the steps to be taken to neet the challenge of safe and dignified
repatriation faced not only by UNHCR, but also by receiving countries,
countries of origin and by the international community as a whole.

20. The devel opi hg countries bore a disproportionate share of the burden
of mass exoduses and had paid a heavy price for themin terns of personnel
environnent al degradation and their social and econonic inpact on the |oca
popul ation. Despite those difficulties, they had not shirked their
responsibilities.

21. He was confident that his colleagues from other devel oping countries
shared the conviction that voluntary repatriation was the only viable durable
solution and that it could be brought about only by respect for human rights
and efforts to address the root causes of displacement. The protracted nature
of negotiations with countries of origin and the renoteness of solutions,
particularly in obscure refugee situations, left host countries with an

even nore onerous burden. Refugees were an international problem and
responsibility and the concept of burden sharing could not be dism ssed sinply
because the light was not visible at the end of the tunnel. He therefore
appeal ed to donor countries to give serious consideration to the concerns
expressed by the H gh Comm ssioner about the funding of both the |ess

publici zed progranmes and the General Progranmes.

22. Nepal believed that UNHCR had an inportant role to play in the
reintegration of returnees and wel coned its efforts at coordi nati on with other
organi zations. It also strongly supported the interlinking of human rights
and refugee issues, as referred to in the statenments by the Hi gh Comm ssi oner
for Refugees and the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights at the Comrittee's
current session.

23. Nepal had been working closely with UNHCR and other countries in the
region to devel op cooperative neasures to deal with problens of refugees and
di spl aced persons. It had participated in the Canberra conference and Bangkok

experts nmeeting and supported UNHCR s conmitment to devel op an Asia-Pacific
approach to refugees and rel ated issues.

24. Wth regard to the specific problem of Bhutanese refugees in Nepal, he
i nformed the Executive Conmittee that Nepal was hol ding a dial ogue with Bhutan
on an early and durable solution. Wth trust and goodwill, it should be

possi bl e to reach an understanding on a nechanismfor a durable solution to
the problemin the not-too-distant future. Nepal welcomed suggestions and
assistance from UNHCR and fromfriendly countries to nake the bilateral search
for solutions successful and assured the Executive Conmittee that it wanted to
see the earliest possible end to the problem of Bhutanese refugees. He took
the opportunity to express his Governnent's deep appreciation to UNHCR, the
Worl d Food Programre, international non-governnmental organizations and the
donor countries which had continued to help it bear the burden of refugees.

25. M. MONTENEGRO MALLONA (Nicaragua) said that the international conmunity
had established the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Refugees in 1951 to provide protection and assistance for the nore than

1 mllion refugees caused by the Second Wrld War. Despite the time that
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had passed and the monunental changes that had occurred, the situation of
refugees and di spl aced persons was still one of the npbst tragi c consequences
of arnmed conflicts and viol ence, as nearly every Ni caraguan could testify.

Ref ugees were the victins of countless difficulties and humani tari an abuses,

i ncludi ng discrimnation, violence, hunger, the break-up of famlies and

viol ations of human rights. They were also the main victins of anti-personne
| andm nes and his del egation took the opportunity to appeal to the

i nternational comunity to sign the international agreenent to ban
anti-personnel landmnes in Gtawa i n Decenber 1997.

26. The international conmunity had a duty to join efforts to ensure the
protection and dignity of refugees, who were the innocent victins of arned
conflict and violence. His delegation supported the request nade by Col onmbi a
to the Hi gh Conm ssioner for support in seeking viable solutions to the
problemof its internally displaced persons.

27. The annual thene for the current session of the Executive Committee -
repatriation challenges - was clearly set out in the docunent prepared

by UNHCR ( A/ AC. 96/887) and his del egati on shared the view that voluntary
repatriation was the preferred solution to refugee problenms, provided that
refugees were able to reintegrate fully and safely in their countries of
origin. As the Hi gh Comm ssioner had rightly pointed out, there was a
physical as well as a material aspect to security. |If peace was to be
consol idated after an arnmed conflict, sustainable reintegration was a key
factor and required efforts to pronote reconstruction, strengthen politica
and |l egal structures and bring about reconciliation between war-torn
popul ati ons, with the support of the international comunity.

28. Central Anerica had felt and continued to feel the effects of nore than
three decades of violence. The signing of the peace agreenments in CGuatenal a
in Decenber 1996 had been a milestone on the road to peace in that region
Central Anerica was setting out on the long and arduous road towards the
consol idation of dempcracy and the achi evenent of genuinely sustai nabl e

devel opnent enconpassi ng the political, econom c, social, cultural and

envi ronnental facets of Central Anmerican societies. Sone objectives

had al ready been achieved. For the first tine in history, all of

Central Anerica's Governnents had been freely elected and efforts to educate
Central Anerican societies in human rights were under way. Those changes had
per suaded many Ni caraguans to return hone.

29. However, nost of the Central Anmerican countries still faced major
chal I enges that were beyond the capacity of their recovering economes. Early
repatriation was not always the best solution to the problens of refugees and
di spl aced persons, as it could create instability that m ght hanper the

achi evenent of goals. Efforts had to continue to be nmade to establish
suitable conditions for the reintegration of displaced persons into nationa
life.

30. He conmmended Mexico on its mmjor contribution to seeking and achi eving
solutions to the problens of the many di spl aced persons from Guatenal a, and
t hanked all the countries which had given hospitality and protection to

ref ugees.
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31. He particul arly thanked the staff of UNHCR and ot her internationa
agencies working in the field and risking their own |ives every day. He
called on all countries that had not yet ratified the 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol to do so as quickly as
possible. At a tine of so nuch international novenent of persons and goods
and such tragic events as those in the Geat Lakes region in Africa, in

Af ghani stan and in Bosnia and Herzegovina, it was nore necessary than ever for
the international conmunity to take up the challenge by joining its efforts to
those of UNHCR in order to protect the rights and dignity of refugees and

di spl aced persons everywhere.

32. M. KIM (Observer for the Republic of Korea) said that the 1990s had

Wi tnessed not only major increases in refugee nunbers, but also a disturbing
rise in threats of various kinds to both refugees and aid workers, including
UNHCR staff. One of the causes of those trends was confusion about the
conpl ex nature of refugee groups, which were too often conposed of unsafe
combi nations of civilians with legitimate clains to assi stance, on the

one hand, and abusive quasi-nilitary groups, on the other. New types of
refugee situations had al so devel oped as a result of mass di spl acements of
popul ati ons for econonmic reasons. A second cause was the grow ng tendency

on the part of Governments and liberation novenments to nmani pul ate refugee
popul ations for political notives. Mlitary recruitment anmong refugee
popul ati ons and forcible returns of refugees to unsafe areas were exanpl es of
such abusive conduct. A third cause was an increasing nervousness on the part
of countries of origin and of asylumalike, the forner fearing the role played
by political opponents anong the refugees and the latter view ng refugee canps
as a potential source of instability and financial and political strain

33. Vol untary repatriati on was undoubtedly the best nmethod of solving the
probl ems of refugees and Covernnents alike. Any return of refugees to their
country of origin had, of course, to be conditional on their guaranteed
safety. Another possible response to refugee crises was organi zed safe
repatriation of willing groups, to be handled by UNHCR in col | aboration with
t he Governments concerned, with a viewto reintegrating refugees in their
countries of origin and, where possible, their hone comunities.

34. As the Hi gh Conm ssioner had indicated in her opening statement,

however, if repatriation was to succeed it was necessary to prepare effective
measures to nmeet the |ong-term devel opnent needs of the regions concerned.

The Quick Inmpact Programe (Q P) in N caragua was a good nmodel of the positive
potential for assistance programmes.

35. Success in addressing the refugee situation in general and repatriation
chal l enges in particular was predicated on international cooperation guided by
an integrated overall approach including political, mlitary and humanitarian
aspects. To that end, the Security Council and the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts, anpbng ot hers, should focus their attention on refugee problens.
The rel evant United Nations bodies could contribute to the elimnation of

the root causes of refugee flows by nmonitoring the human rights situation

in problemcountries. UNHCR should cooperate with UNDP, UNI CEF, WP

i nternational financing agencies such as |IBRD and donor countries in working
to devel op areas of return and create stable environments conducive to the
per manent resettlenent of refugees. Since a drop of prevention was worth a
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sea of remedies, efforts should be directed towards the devel opment of
effective nmeasures to identify and deal with crisis situations, human
rights abuses and political strains in their early stages.

36. Wth regard to his country's role in shaping the international approach
to refugee assistance, he recalled that, on 18 June 1997, the Security Counci
had adopted a Presidential Statenment initiated by the Republic of Korea on
protection for humanitarian assistance to refugees and others in conflict
situations. The Statenent had represented one of the rare occasi ons on which
the Security Council had addressed the refugee issue.

37. During the past three years, his country had greatly increased its
contributions to the UNHCR General and Special Programres, its contribution
to the General Programme alone rising fifteen-fold from US$ 100,000 in 1994
to US$ 1,500,000 in 1997. The ever-increasing anmount of his country's
contributions was a reflection of its commtnent to the cause of refugees and
its sense of shared responsibility for humanitarian endeavours in general

38. M. VERGNE SABO A (Brazil) said that, encouraging as they were, the
positive devel opnents reported by the Hi gh Commi ssioner could not concea

the magni tude of the challenges still remaining or the seriousness of the
situation in certain areas due to |lack of respect for the principles of
humanitarian law. In the Geat Lakes region of Central Africa, UNHCR had been

forced to suspend operations for Rwandan refugees in the Denpbcratic Republic
of the Congo as the nobst basic conditions for protecting them had ceased to
exist. Blatant violations of basic rules of humanitarian |aw and human
rights standards had unfortunately become frequent in situations of interna
conflict, especially those associated with ethnic tensions. The recurrence
and increasing gravity of that phenonenon in Africa, where it often served
to compound what were already difficult econom ¢ and social conditions, gave
grounds for deep concern. The use of refugee canps for mlitary or politica
pur poses was one of the npobst serious manifestations of that trend.

39. The breakdown in solidarity and respect for the human dignity of
refugees did not occur exclusively in situations of extrenme poverty and
political upheaval. Flagrant acts of violation, aggression and discrimnation

agai nst refugees had taken place in regions other than Africa, including sonme
devel oped countries where they were notivated by xenophobia and raci sm and
pronmoted by extrem st groups or political parties. 1In that connection, it
shoul d not be forgotten that refugee protection fornmed an indi spensabl e part

of the global human rights reginme. Any weakening of the institution of asylum
underm ned the world' s system of human rights protection

40. The ability of UNHCR to di scharge its mandate depended on the
willingness of States to fulfil their obligations with regard to asylum and
non-refoul enent. As the Director of International Protection had enphasized
in introducing the Note on International Protection (A AC. 96/882), politica
support and international respect for the rule of law were crucial to ensuring
refugee protection. The agreed m ni num standards had to recei ve proper

i nternational support, particularly where the security of refugees was in

j eopardy or where refugee canps had to be denilitarized. Large-scale refugee
i nfl uxes caused by internal conflict were bringing host countries face to face
wi th economic, environmental and security problenms which tended to underm ne
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their willingness and even capacity to provide asylum The internationa
comunity's political and econom ¢ responses should take into account both the
humani tarian and political features and the underlying social and econom c
causes of crisis situations. Peace-building, reconstruction and devel opnent
were parts of a continuumin the search for solutions as well as in the
prevention of refugee flows.

41. Anot her major threat to the institution of asylumwas related to the

i ncrease in mxed novenents of genui ne asyl um seekers and people fleeing
econom ¢ hardship, which had given rise to restrictive neasures that could

al so affect persons genuinely in need of protection. H s delegation supported
the screening nechanisns set up by UNHCR with a view to avoi di ng abuse and
overload in receiving countries, while, at the sane time, upholding the
principles of international protection and preserving human dignity.

42. Wth regard to the annual thene of repatriation challenges, his

del egation took the view that UNHCR should continue to give high priority to
i dentifying durable solutions to the gl obal refugee problem w thout detrinent
to efforts to strengthen the institution of asylum Difficult dilemas arose
fromsituations in which repatriation took place in nmassive nunbers under what
had been called “less than ideal” conditions - an expression which really
meant that the fundanmental principle of voluntary repatriation could not be
whol | y guaranteed and that insecurity still prevailed in the country of
return. Wile recognizing that, in certain situations, reality had to be
faced pragmatically with a view to minimzing damage, his del egation believed
that the fundanental aimof UNHCR s participation in any operation should
remain that of ensuring the protection and physical safety of refugees both
in the asylumcountry and in the country of return

43. The search for lasting solutions to conplex energencies called for
conprehensi ve approaches, including prevention, protection and solutions
that could be supplenented, as appropriate, by international and/or regiona
initiatives ainmed at settling conflicts and pronoting devel opnent. |In that
connection, his delegation was particularly gratified to note the results of
col | aboration between UNHCR and Governnments of the Latin American region

not abl e exanpl es of which were the 1984 Cartagena Decl aration, the dua
approach adopted by the Governnents of Cuatenmala and Mexico, and the Cl REFCA
process.

44, I n conclusion, he announced that, pursuant to its obligations under
the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol, Brazil had recently enacted new

| egi sl ati on defining nechanisns for the inplenmentation of those internationa
i nstruments. The new | egislation, which was in keeping with the nost
up-to-date and conprehensive national statutes, had been prepared in close
cooperation with UNHCR

45. M. SOMOL (Observer for the Czech Republic) said that the nationa
programe of voluntary repatriation of refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovi na
who had enjoyed tenmporary asylumin the territory of his country had now been
conpl eted. Over a period of nearly six years, nore than 5,000 persons had
found asylumin facilities offered to refugees by the Czech Republic and
several thousand nore had been accommdated on a private basis. H's
Government had worked together with UNHCR fromthe outset, as well as during
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the period of voluntary repatriation. Under the programme, sone 500 citizens
of Bosnia and Herzegovina had returned to their country in the past two years,
many of themto honmes whose reconstruction had been funded by the Czech
Government and carried out by non-governnental organizations. The returnees
had al so received a financial contribution and free air tickets. Severa
hospital s and schools had been rebuilt at the same tine as part of efforts

to inprove the country's infrastructure.

46. Handi capped persons and nenbers of their famlies who could not return
to their country had been granted pernmanent residence in the Czech Republic
for humanitarian reasons.

47. The role played by UNHCR in the repatriation programe was a good
exanpl e of coordi nation between the Government and UNHCR in coping with

speci fic problens. He took the opportunity to thank UNHCR and, in particul ar
its liaison office in Prague.

48. The Czech Republic's asylum policy focused not only on the repatriation
of refugees from Bosni a and Herzegovi na, but also on the voluntary
repatriation of persons whose application for asylum had been refused and of
forei gners who had decided to withdraw their applications for asylum |In such
cases, the returnees' transport costs were covered by the Czech Republic.

49. Hi s country al so counted on the support and assistance of UNHCR in
connection with the preparation of new asylum and residence laws in conformty
with standards applicable in the countries of the European Union.

50. M. LAGOS Pl ZZATI (Qoserver for El Sal vador) said that the thenme of
repatriation challenges provided an excellent opportunity for his country

to share its experience with the Executive Committee. As everyone knew,

El Sal vador had undergone a 12-year political and ideol ogical conflict which
had resulted in |large-scale forced human di spl acenments both in and outside
the country. It could therefore state from experience that repatriation
chal l enges did not end with return and the elimnation of physical and
political insecurity, but required States to be able fully to absorb returnees
and provide themw th the enpl oynent and assi stance they needed to |ive decent
lives. As the Hi gh Commi ssioner had said, repatriation was not just a

| ogi stical operation. States nust be aided by the international community
and intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations in shoul dering

t he soci o-econom ¢ burdens of repatriation. It went w thout saying that
repatriation nust always be voluntary.

51. Repatriations in El Salvador had been voluntary and had begun during
wartinme. Thanks to UNHCR support, 42,000 people had been repatriated between
1984 and 1992. Wth the signing of the Peace Agreenment in 1992, the
Governnment had had to devise a new, nore conprehensive migration and

popul ation policy that was al so consistent with the reconciliation and
reconstruction process in the country. Projects and activities had initially
been assi stance-oriented and had |later ainmed at reconciliation and the
reintegration of the returnees as productive nmenbers of society.

52. Those activities had been conducted by governnent agencies together with
i nternati onal organizations and NGOs, with the active participation of UNHCR
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and the famlies and communities involved. 1In particular, the Directorate of
Nati onal Reconstruction and the Social Investnment Fund for Local Devel opnent
had conducted country-w de programmes for neeting the people's nobst urgent
needs. 1In all, 17 governnent agencies, 88 non-governnental organizations,

5 international organizations and 115 | ocal governments had partici pated

in those support activities, together with the individuals and communities
affected. Cooperation anpng the various national sectors and coordi nated work
with the international community had been one of the main factors in neeting
the chall enge of repatriation in El Salvador. Nevertheless, the Government
was well aware that much renmained to be done and it pledged to continue to
provide its nost needy popul ation groups with the tools for achieving
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

53. Despite the achi evenent of political and macroeconomc stability in

El Sal vador, migratory novenents had not ceased. The country's soci o-economnic
situation was being adversely affected by an influx of non-recognized refugees
who had been involuntarily repatriated without the required institutiona
coordi nati on, who were not covered by the programmes in place and who were
therefore a strain on its reconciliation and reconstructi on process. By
conservative estimates, there were approximately 1.5 mllion Sal vadori ans
abroad, many of whom had not yet defined their |egal status. That was a
matter of deep concern, as further spontaneous repatriations m ght wel
increase instability in the country by straining its already taxed absorption
capacity. Such fears on the part of countries |like El Salvador, which were
rebuilding their societies after conflicts, should not be confused with abuses
of the asylum system

54. Repatri ati on, whether voluntary or not, nust |lead to pernmanent

sol utions. He suggested that the problem he had rai sed should be tackl ed
through joint action with the international conmunity, to avoid further
tension and instability that m ght endanger peace-building in El Sal vador
Therein lay the key to resolving the greatest chall enge, that of achieving
a bal ance between man, nature and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

55. He wel coned the remarks of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights on the
rel ati onshi p between human rights and refugees and comrended the efforts of
Mexi co and Guatemal a, together with UNHCR, in repatriating the Guatenal an
refugees and thereby helping to build a firmand |asting peace in

Central America

56. M. ROUSTAMOV (Observer for Azerbaijan) said that, as a result

of aggression on the part of the neighbouring country of Arnenia, over

1 mllion Azerbaijanis had been turned into refugees and forcibly displaced
persons. Also as a result of Arnenian aggression, 20 per cent of his
country's territory, including 14 towns and over 1,000 villages and ham ets,
had been occupi ed; 20,000 persons had perished, 50,000 had been di sabl ed and
over 7,000 had been taken hostage or were missing. The socio-economnic
structure of the occupied territories had been conpletely destabilized,
everything there having been burnt down or |looted. According to prelimnary
data, the damage to the econonmy was estinmated at US$ 40 billion

57. Sone 70,000 citizens forced to resettle fromthe occupied territories
were being housed in nakeshift dwellings, railway wagons or under canvas.
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Those victinms of Arnenian aggression had been living under extrenely difficult
conditions for a nunber of years, not nore than 40 per cent having found
enpl oynent .

58. The wel fare of the refugees and enforced resettlers was constantly at
the centre of attention of the country's |eadership. Wen raising the issue
of a peaceful settlenent of the Karabakh conflict at international conferences
or in nmeetings with the |eaders of other countries, the President of
Azerbaijan never failed to draw attention to the difficult situation of
refugees and enforced resettlers in Azerbaijan. On behalf of the people and
Government of his country, he took the opportunity to thank the 50 or nore

i nternati onal organi zations which were providi ng humani tari an assi stance to
his country at the present difficult nmoment in its history.

59. Azerbaijanis were an extrenely home-loving nation. Hardly any of

the people obliged to | eave their permanent place of residence had left the
country. Al were waiting with inpatience and hope to return to their own
homes. After the liberation of the occupied territories, the Governnment of
Azer baijan woul d be faced with problens of exceptional conplexity which
woul d be inpossible to solve wi thout the support and cooperation of the

i nternational comunity and international humanitarian organizations. The
wor k that woul d have to be done included mne clearance, rehabilitation of
housi ng, public and industrial buildings, utilities, arable |and, streets,
roads and railways, restoration of conmunication |ines, hydroelectric power
installations, etc. A great deal of time and col ossal amounts of noney woul d
be required. Wthout external support and financial aid, Azerbaijan would
not be able to cope with the task for at least 5 or 10 years. That was the
conclusion that had to be drawn fromthe recent experience of repatriating
some 2,000 persons to the village of Goradiz with the financial support of
UNHCR, the European Union and the World Bank, to which sincere thanks were
due. Reconstruction work was currently taking place in 22 inhabited
localities of the same district and famlies of resettlers were joyfully
returning to their hones.

60. For those reasons, he appealed to donor countries and internationa
organi zations to increase the assistance provided to Azerbaijan for purposes
of rehabilitation.

61. Questions pertaining to the repatriation of enforced resettlers had been
di scussed on a nunber of occasions in the Cabinet of Mnisters of Azerbaijan
with representatives of UNHCR, I OM and the relevant ministries and

non- gover nnental organi zations. A national progranme on matters relating

to refugees and enforced nmigration had been drawn up in Azerbaijan

under the Programme of Action adopted at the Regional Conference to Address
the Probl ens of Refugees, Displaced Persons, Other Forms of Involuntary

Di spl acenent and Returnees in the Countries of the Commonweal th of | ndependent
States and Rel evant Nei ghbouring States, held in Geneva in May 1996. A

conmi ssion established by the Prine Mnister to draw up a unified nationa
programe on mgration was working in close cooperation with IOMand it was
hoped that I OM woul d shortly take a favourabl e decision on the question

of financing the progranme with the hel p of donor countries. A State

commi ssi on had been established to deal with questions of the restoration

and reconstruction of liberated territories and Parlianent had begun
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considering draft acts on citizenship, mgration, emgration and ot her
matters, all of which were in line with standards of international |aw. Work
was al so proceeding, with the active assistance of menmbers of the UNHCR

m ssion to Azerbaijan, on amendi ng and suppl enenting the Act on the Status of
Ref ugees and Enforced Resettlers in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

62. Expressing his people's confidence that the prolonged conflict with
Arnmeni a woul d soon be settled by peaceful nmeans, he recalled the position of
his CGovernnent on the Karabakh problem as confirmed at the Lisbon Summt of
Heads of State and Governnent of menber countries of OSCE held in

Decenber 1996.

63. In conclusion, he again appealed to the international commnity,

i nternati onal organi zations and donor countries to give his country al
possi bl e hel p and financial and noral support with a view to the achi evenment
of a peaceful settlenent of the Karabakh problem and the preparation and

i npl ementation of the process of repatriation

64. M. ITLLANES FERNANDEZ (Observer for Chile) said that his country

was participating in the discussion on repatriation challenges fromthe
perspective of a country which had at one tine been responsible for a

| arge-scal e refugee fl ow and received generous aid fromthe internationa
comunity, UNHCR in particular. Together with I OM and other participants,
UNHCR had al so played a positive role in helping to re-establish denocracy in
Chile and in inplementing the progranme for the return of Chilean refugees,
for which the Governnent and beneficiaries of that programme woul d al ways be
grateful.

65. He agreed with the High Commr ssioner that repatriation was not just
a logistical operation, but a conplex one that nust include assistance,
rehabilitation and reintegration into society.

66. Ref ugee- produci ng crises had changed over the years frompolitica

and ideol ogical conflicts settled by force, as in Latin Anerica and his own
country in the 1970s, to conflicts involving ethnic and racial hatred and
unwonted violence. In all those crises, UNHCR had shown an admrable ability
to identify the specific features of each situation, w thout discrimnation
as a basis for designing appropriate humanitarian aid responses.

67. Repatri ati on processes nust consider a range of problens involved in
| arge-scal e di splacenents. He reiterated the inportance of preserving the
three pillars of international protection: the right of asylum

non-refoul ement and the voluntary nature of repatriation

68. The avail abl e docunentation and the H gh Conmm ssioner's statenment raised
sonme inportant issues. Ending refugee-producing situations was a prerequisite
for a conprehensive solution to the problem for two reasons. First, it was
necessary to create appropriate conditions of security for returnees through a
genui ne process of reconciliation ained at deactivating feelings of hatred and
vi ol ence. Secondly, because of the adverse consequences of prolonged periods
in exile for refugees' subsequent reintegration in their countries of origin
efforts should focus on pronpt and effective crisis resolution. He added that
crises which were of short duration enabled returnees better to adapt to the
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return process by enabling themto maintain a network of enpl oynent, social
prof essional and fam |y contacts. Prolonged periods in exile, however,
destroyed that network and led to feelings of frustration, exclusion and
abandonnent .

69. Recent events, especially those in the Great Lakes region of Africa, had
poi nted up the extent of the damage created by mass di splacenents in host
countries, which were often undergoing simlar situations of conflict or
poverty. They had al so denonstrated the inportance of the devel opnment
conponent and the need for the international conmunity to provide such
countries with adequate assistance. Effective prevention and early-warning
mechani sns required devel opment investnent, which was preferable to and nore
profitabl e than burdensone refugee canps.

70. In view of the foregoing, it was nore tinely than ever to consider the
possibility of establishing a world progranme of devel opnent assistance in
response to humanitarian crises, with participation by UNHCR, the Ofice of
the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, the humanitarian assi stance agencies,
the United Nations Devel opnment Progranme, the Wirld Health Organization, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the Security Council. Such a programre woul d
pave the way for a conprehensive and integrated approach to the problem and
hel p devi se appropriate nmeans of solving it.

71. Pri nce GUDUZA (Observer for Swaziland) said that, although resolving any
humani tari an emergency was a form dabl e task, the problem was conpounded when
repeat ed emergencies and atrocities occurred in a short period of time, as

in Sierra Leone, Congo Brazzaville and the fornmer Zaire. Those wanton
destructions continued to inflict untold physical and psychol ogi cal suffering
on both victinms and care-givers. He noted with concern the heinous practice
of using refugees and humani tari an agency staff as human shi el ds and novi ng
targets and said he was confident that the Executive Conmittee would do its
utnost to end it.

72. Turning to the annual thene, he said that the only organi zed
repatriation carried out from Swazil and had been part of the Mzanbican
repatriation exercise. He again commended all the parties which had organized
t hat exercise, considered to be one of the nbst successful repatriation
operations so far undertaken in Africa. That having been said, the challenges
remai ned daunti ng.

73. Al t hough voluntary repatriation remai ned the nost desirable durable
solution, a viable and holistic strategy was far from achi eved. The reasons
were many. Despite UNHCR s efforts to secure voluntary repatriation, forced

repatriations continued to occur. |In many cases, the victinms experienced a
doubl e tragedy, having been forced to | eave their countries of origin and then
forced to return. It was also worth noting that any repatriati on exerci se was

futile if limted assistance was nmade available to returnee progranmes. To a
| arge extent, the success of the Mbzanbican repatriati on had been the result
of the conscious efforts made to ensure that returnee programes al so received
attention. Another concern was the disregard for individuals who opted to
return hone spontaneously w thout the assistance of the internationa
comunity. |If such individuals were marginalized, inter-group atrocities

and jeal ousy woul d be perpetuat ed.
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74. Anot her inportant factor overl ooked by in-country refugee progranmes
was the need to pronpte a culture of peace and tol erance while refugees
were in exile. It was inmportant to provide the affected individuals with

psychol ogi cal support, both in countries of asylumand on return to their
countries of origin, or further bouts of hostilities between returnees and
perpetrators would jeopardize the entire repatriation exercise. In Swaziland,
the local UNHCR O fice and PARi nAC nenbers had adopted the pronotion of a
culture of peace, tolerance and reconciliation and stress and trauma heal ing
as one of the main objectives of the country programre. Another problenmatic
area was the absence of accurate refugee statistics. That problem becane even
nore conplicated when refugees deci ded spontaneously to settle within the host
soci ety in non-refugee zones, as hundreds of thousands of Myzanbi can refugees
had done in Swazil and.

75. Wth regard to prevention, the international comunity nust, as a matter
of priority, show a real commtnent to preventive di pl omacy, the strengthening
of nediation efforts and the pronotion of the peaceful settlenent of disputes.
He comrended the efforts by the Organization of African Unity, the

United Nations and other regional bodies to strengthen the gl obal watch
facility, designed to detect threats to international peace. However, globa
wat ch and early-warning units could work effectively only if there was a
correspondi ng nmechanismin place for preventive action. Although the ultimte
solutions to social and political problenms could be devised only by the

people of a particular country, all countries had an interest in devising

| ong-term strategi es ained at sustaining peace efforts. Everyone should be
commtted to continuous investnent in that area in order to reap the benefits
| ater.

76. The worl d had becone a global village, where the downfall of one country
affected others tremendously. |In addition to sending special envoys to
troubl ed areas when problens had al ready taken root, the United Nations m ght
consider installing special envoys in all regions to assist Governnments and
various factions to settle their disagreenments before they degenerated into
real disputes. The benefits of such proactive investnment woul d be harvested
by all.

77. M. MMMBULUKUTU (United Republic of Tanzania) said that Tanzania had a
long tradition as a country of asylum Sone 540,000 Rwandan refugees had |eft
Tanzania to return hone at the end of 1996, but anot her 300, 000 renuni ned.
Wi | e Tanzani a woul d continue to accept genuine refugees and to endeavour to
fulfil its international obligations in that regard, the burden of asylum
coul d endanger national security, exacerbate tensions between States and cause
ext ensi ve damage to the environnent and infrastructures. Only after the
departure of the Rwandans from his country had the full inpact of the damage
caused by their presence beconme clear. One lesson |earned fromthat
experience was that assistance nust be provided, not only to refugees, but
also to countries of asylum both during and after their departure, since
resentful |ocal populations mght becone hostile to refugees and oppose

| ocal integration.

78. In the Kagera region, security had deteriorated alarm ngly as a result
of arnmed crimnal elements fromanong the refugees who had refused to return
and had gone into hiding. |In Kigoma, a new security concern had arisen
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foll owi ng repeated allegations by Burundi that the canps in that region

were being used for mlitary activities agai nst the Governnent of

Presi dent Pierre Buyoya. |In response to those allegations, the Tanzani an
Gover nment and UNHCR had sent a joint mission to Kigona in May to assess the
situation there. That m ssion had discovered that sone of the Burundian
refugee canps were under the influence of conpeting political groups which
provoked viol ence, but it had found no evidence of mlitary activities in
the canps. The nission had nade a series of reconmendati ons ai med at
strengthening security arrangenents in and around the canps and at ensuring
their civilian and humanitarian character. Tanzania would not permt a
recurrence of the situation which had devel oped in Eastern Kivu between 1994
and 1996 and supported the Hi gh Conm ssioner's appeal to the internationa
comunity to assist it and UNHCR in inplenmenting the joint mssion's
recommendat i ons.

79. Tanzani a was al so faced with a growi ng problem caused by illega

i mm grants from nei ghbouring and other countries, sone of them forner refugees
who had failed to take advantage of Tanzania's offer for citizenship and
residence permts during the 1970s and whose presence had compounded t he
security and crine problens in regions which also hosted refugees. Tanzania
had agreed to establish a screening nechanismto ensure that genuine refugees
were given protection and assistance. The inplenentation of that new policy
still left much to be desired in renpte parts of the country and media reports
had sometimes distorted or m sunderstood the conplexity of the chall enges
faced by Tanzania in its efforts to nmeet its humanitarian obligations while
preserving its national interests. The Governnent would continue to work

with UNHCR in cases that affected refugees and asyl um seekers.

80. VWile the repatriation of refugees was the ideal solution, it was
sonetimes inmpossible as a result of inadequate preparation, |ack of resources
or conditions in the country of origin. |In other cases, conflicts over issues

of land and property ownershi p had devel oped between returnees and those who
had never left the country of origin. Countries of origin nmust receive
post-repatriation assistance in order to guarantee the “soft |anding” of
returnees and to prevent future conflicts and new refugee outfl ows.
Furthernore, Governnents had beconme reluctant to grant asylumto refugees
where protection was perceived as a way of obtaining pernmanent residence in
countries of asylum

81. The Rwandan refugee crisis had been one of the nobst frustrating
experiences in Tanzania's history as a country of asylum because of the
presence of organi zed el enents anong the refugees which had successfully
frustrated repatriation through intimndation and mani pul ation. Al though
Tanzani an | aw enforcenent officials had neutralized and contai ned those arned
el enents at an early stage, power structures in the canps had continued to

di scourage repatriation and to nove the refugee popul ati on away fromthe canps
and into the interior of the country at a time when Tanzania and UNHCR had
been working to pronote voluntary repatriation

82. As a result of a tripartite agreenent between Tanzani a, the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo and UNHCR, nearly 30,000 of the 74,000 Congol ese
refugees in Tanzania had registered for voluntary repatriation to

Sout hern Kivu, and 5,000 of them had already returned. |In view of the
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ongoi ng conflict in Burundi and the stalemate in the peace process there,
organi zed repatriation should not be encouraged. However, the Kigona
authorities were working with UNHCR to facilitate spontaneous returns to
relatively safe areas, and he hoped that those returnees would be protected
when they arrived in Burundi

83. He reaffirned Tanzania's commitnent to humanitarian principles and the
refugee conventions to which it was a party and its support for the work

of UNHCR and he called for a regional approach to the refugee problemin the
Great Lakes region and for concerted action and support fromthe nenbers

of the Executive Committee and the international comunity as a whol e.

84. M. DEMBELE (Mali) said that, during 1996, UNHCR had continued to assi st
his CGovernnent in dealing with the refugee crisis in Mali. To date, a tota

of 110, 000 refugees had been repatriated, 50,000 of them during the past year
That number woul d have been far greater if the Hi gh Comm ssioner's 1996 cal
for funds had net with greater success. He thanked UNHCR, the World Food
Programme (WFP) and the CGovernnents of Al geria, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and
Ni ger for their assistance.

85. However, nmuch remained to be done. Nearly 300,000 people, half of them
repatriated refugees and the other half internally displaced persons or people
living in extreme poverty as a result of the conflict, nust be reintegrated
into Malian society. The success of that process was dependent on the

conti nued presence of UNHCR and on additional funding fromthe internationa
comunity. During the past three years, peace and security had been restored,
government control over the north of the country had been re-established,

the reconciliation of the northern comunities had been achieved,
anti-repatriation propaganda had been countered and nearly 300 resettl enent
sites chosen by the refugees throughout the Saharo-Sahelian regi on of over

1, 240, 000 knt had been devel oped. Those achi evenents ni ght be conproni sed

unl ess the target date for term nation of the UNHCR rehabilitati on programre,
31 Decenber 1998, was made subject to negotiation according to the needs of

t he situation.

86. The Malian approach to the conflict in the north of the country had
been di scussed at the European Uni on/ South African Devel opment Community

M ni sterial Conference, held at Wndhoek in Cctober 1996, and coul d serve
as an exanple for a possible solution to other conflicts. He called on the
i nternational comunity to provide UNHCR with the necessary human, materia
and financial resources so that it could bring its humanitarian efforts in
Mali to a successful concl usion.

87. M. AVAT FORES (Observer for Cuba) said that his Governnent wel coned the
annual theme, “repatriation challenges”, at a tinme when the cold war had ended
and there had been a great increase in the nunber of refugees worldwi de as a
result of natural disasters, wars and conflicts.

88. Ref ugees nust be repatriated only on a voluntary basis and UNHCR shoul d
try to find ways of encouraging voluntary repatriation as a |asting solution
in the myjority of cases. At the sane tinme, States often sought bilatera
solutions to conflicts and UNHCR should refrain from expressing an opinion

on bil ateral decisions or agreenents concerning refugees or mgration
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Par agr aphs 24 to 28 of docunment A/ AC. 96/887 on reconciliation included
statements which went beyond the mandate of UNHCR and |inked its functions
with prerogatives that were those of States or intergovernnental bodies.

89. The rights of refugees nust not be abused in ways which mght threaten
the legitimcy of the status they enjoyed. On the other hand, it was

i ncunmbent on refugees to behave in a way appropriate to their status and to
interact with host conmunities in such a way as to achi eve a bal ance between
their rights and duti es.

90. Ceneral |y speaking, Cuba did not receive |arge nunbers of refugees.
However, a certain nunber of Haitian refugees had fled to Cuba, where they

had been housed in the Cuban Red Cross canp in Punta de Maisi. During 1996,
10 groups of Haitian refugees had arrived in Cuba, while 912 Haitians had been
repatriated in four operations at a cost of US$ 61,000 which had been defrayed
by the International Organization for Mgration (IO since, owing to the
change in the political situation of Haiti, UNHCR no |onger considered the
people in question to be refugees. No new refugees had been admtted to the
canmp in 1997.

91. In conclusion, he reiterated his Government's intention to provide
conti nued support for the work of UNHCR despite the bl ockade from which Cuba
had suffered for the past 40 years.

92. M. NDJADDER- BEDAYA (Central African Republic) said that the return of
hundreds of thousands of Rwandans from Tanzania and the former Zaire in 1996
had been acconpani ed by the exodus of a massive nunber of Zairian soldiers and
Rwandan refugees who had fled the advancing revolutionary forces and were
currently in the Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic.

93. His country was hosting tens of thousands of refugees, not only from
Rwanda and the forner Zaire, but also from Chad, Liberia, the Republic of

the Congo and the Sudan. As a result of various progranmes, nost of the
Sudanese refugees had becone sonewhat self-sufficient and the majority of the
Chadi an refugees had been repatriated. Some 200 refugees who had fled the
Republic of the Congo during the recent events there had voluntarily returned
home, as had nearly 300 refugees fromthe Denocratic Republic of the Congo who
had chosen to return despite their difficult situation as nenbers of the guard
of former President Mbbutu and who, as a result of negotiations between the
Governnment of the Central African Republic and that of the Denobcratic Republic
of the Congo, had been incorporated into the latter's armed forces.

94. Wth regard to the Rwandan refugees, his Government shared the concern
expressed by the international comunity and supported the inplenmentation of
the international conventions governing the situation of refugees. As early
as 1993, the Central African Republic had established the National Comm ssion
on Refugees. It had a long tradition of unconditional acceptance of refugees,
not only from Africa, but also from Europe and el sewhere. Hi s Governnment
woul d never allowits territory to be used as a base for subversive activity
against its allies and nei ghbours. A special session of the Comm ssion on

Ref ugees’' Sub- Conmmi ssion on Eligibility, to which UNHCR had been adm tted as
an observer, had been convened in order to determne the status of the Rwandan
refugees. Because of the political problens in the subregion with which that
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group was associated, it had been decided that it would be best for themto
be transferred to a third State within a reasonable time period. His
Governnent's decision on that matter was non-negoti abl e.

95. The international conmunity had been a witness to his country's
fulfilment of its responsibilities and it was tine for that community to
assune its own. He ensured the Hi gh Conm ssioner that the flagrant violations
of humanitarian | aw which had occurred el sewhere in the subregi on woul d not be
repeated in his own country and called on her to assist in ensuring the pronpt
transfer of the refugees. Hi's Governnent was attenpting to nedi ate between
rival factions in the subregion in the hope that, through preventive

di pl omacy, all the refugees would one day have left the Central African
Republ i c.

96. He noted that, throughout 1996 and the first half of 1997, his country
had experienced a series of rebellions of a nmlitary, ethnic and politica

nat ure whose origins lay both within and outside the country and whi ch had
destroyed the national econony and weakened the denmpcratic institutions
established through free, transparent and nulti-party el ections held under

i nternational supervision in October 1993. State enpl oyees had not been paid
in over six months and, as a consequence, a portion of the arnmy had rebelled
in April 1996. The Bretton Wods institutions had recently forced his

Governnment to make a debt paynent of nearly 2 billion CFA francs which had
conpelled the latter to cancel its plans to pay State enployees one nonth's
sal ary at the beginning of the 1997 school year. Inevitably, sone teachers

had begun a strike, which had not yet ended. That situation made it all the
nmore urgent for the current refugee crisis to be resol ved.

97. M. NAZARI AN (Observer for Armenia), speaking in exercise of the

right of reply, said he wanted to correct sonme of the statements made by the
representative of Azerbaijan and, in particular, to object to the latter's use
of the term“Arnmeni an aggression”. It was well known that the conflict in
Nagor no- Kar abakh | ay between the self-defence forces of that region and the
Azer baijani army. The reference to Arnenia as an aggressor in that conflict
was therefore unacceptabl e, unethical and contrary to international norms.
Azer bai jan had al ways tended to exaggerate facts and distort statistical data
in an effort to inpose its version of events on international institutions

and donor countries. That position not only contributed to an escal ati on of
tension in the region, but also had unfavourable consequences for the refugees
t hensel ves, as in the Barda and I nm shli canps, where refugees were being held
for the sol e purpose of acquiring funds.

98. Hi s Governnent had already paid the equivalent of US$ 110 nillion to
Azer bai jani refugees in conpensation for the property which they had | ost on
| eaving the country. Unfortunately, Azerbaijan had done nothing to i ndemify
t he 350, 000 Arnenians who had been forced to | eave Azerbaijan and had been
awai ti ng conpensation for nearly 10 years. He called on the Executive
Committee to draw the attention of the Azerbaijani authorities to that

i mportant matter.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




