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51/ 70. Followup to the Regional Conference to
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Involuntary D spl acenent and Returnees in
the Countries of the Commonweal th of
| ndependent St ates and Rel evant
Nei ghbouring States

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 113 of 20 Decenber 1993, 49/173 of
23 Decenber 1994 and, in particular, 50/151 of 21 Decenber 1995,

Taking note with satisfaction of the successful conclusion of the
Regi onal Conference to Address the Probl ens of Refugees, Displaced Persons,
O her Forns of Involuntary Displacenment and Returnees in the Countries of the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States and Rel evant Nei ghbouring States, held at
CGeneva on 30 and 31 May 1996,

Awar e that involuntary, mass displacenent, in addition to the human
suffering invol ved, inposes significant econom ¢ and soci al burdens and may
affect security and stability at the regional |evel,

Reaffirm ng the view of the Conference that, while the primary
responsibility for tackling popul ati on di spl acenent problens lies with the
af fected countries thensel ves, the serious chall enges cannot be nmet by the
limted resources and experience of the countries of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States individually,

Recalling that the protection and pronotion of human rights and the
strengt heni ng of denocratic institutions are essential to prevent nass
popul ati on di spl acenent,
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M ndful that effective inplenentation of the recomendati ons contai ned
in the Progranmme of Action adopted by the Conference! should be facilitated
and can be ensured only through cooperation and coordi nated activities
undertaken in this respect by all interested States, intergovernmental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and ot her actors,

Wl coming the spirit of international solidarity and cooperation that
made the preparatory process of the Conference and the Conference itself a
success,

Reaffirm ng the inmportance of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees? and its 1967 Protocol,?

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;*
2. Expresses its gratitude to the Government of Switzerland and ot her

host States that made it possible to convene the Regional Conference to
Address the Probl ens of Refugees, Displaced Persons, Oher Forns of

I nvol untary Displacement and Returnees in the Countries of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States and Rel evant Nei ghbouring States and a series of
preparatory neetings, as well as to those States that nmade vol untary
contributions for this purpose;

3. Wl cones the Progranme of Action adopted by the Conference on
31 May 1996;°

4. Al so wel comes the innovative approach and cl ose cooperation of the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the Internationa
Organi zation for Mgration and the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe in initiating and supporting a nmultilateral constructive dial ogue
anong a wi de range of countries concerned that has brought agreenment on
gui del i nes for practical action;

5. Expresses its satisfaction with the work of the Conference, which
| aid down a solid foundation for further action by countries of the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States and States concerned and rel evant
i nternational, intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations;

6. Underlines the urgent need to address the problens of those
di spl aced, inplenment measures to prevent situations leading to further
i nvol untary popul ati on di spl acenent and effectively manage ot her types of
mgratory flows in the region;

! A/ 51/ 341, appendi x.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545

5 lbid., vol. 606, No. 8791.

4 A/ 51/ 341.
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7. Urges all States and intergovernmental and non-gover nnent a
organi zati ons concerned to take further action with a viewto the ful
i npl enent ati on of the reconmendati ons of the Conference;
8. Invites all countries that have not yet done so to accede to and

i mpl enent fuIIy the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its
1967 Protoco

9. Calls upon the Governnments of the countries of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States to continue to strengthen their conmmtnment to the
principl es underlying the Programme of Action and to ensure progress inits
i mpl enent ati on;

10. Recogni zes that inplenentation of the Programme of Action requires
addi tional financial resources, and calls for international cooperation in
order to assist the countries of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States in the
field of migration and related matters;

11. Wl cones the readiness of States and interested internationa
organi zations to provide appropriate forns and | evels of support for the
practical inplenentation of the Programme of Action in a spirit of solidarity
and burden-shari ng;

12. Invites international financial and other institutions to
contribute to financing projects and programes within the franework of the
i npl enentati on of the Programe of Action

13. Requests the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees, and invites the International Oganization for Mgration and the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe to continue to steer in
cl ose coordi nation the ongoing and future activities ensuring progress in the
i npl enentati on of the Programe of Action

14. Calls upon all relevant United Nations organs, bodies and
organi zations to pronote, within their respective mandates, the inplenentation
of the Programme of Action of the Conference;

15. Recogni zes the inmportant role to be played by non-governnenta
organi zations in the inplementation of the Progranme of Action, and encourages
the Governments of the countries of the Cormonweal th of | ndependent States and
i nternational organizations to strengthen their cooperation with
non- gover nnental organi zations and to involve themactively in the foll ow up
to the Conference;

16. Reaffirns the necessity for effective foll owup nmechanisns to the
Conf er ence;

17. H ghly appreciates the initial steps undertaken by the Ofice of
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees in cooperation with the
International Organization for Mgration to pronote the inplenentation of the
Programe of Acti on;

18. Invites the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe to
denonstrate simlar initiative in contributing to the effective inplenmentation
of the Programme of Action
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19. Wl cones the Joint Operational Strategy for 1996-2000 of the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees and the
International Organization for Mgration in the countries of the Comonweal th
of I ndependent States, which outlines the practical dinensions of inplementing
the results of the Conference;

20. Enphasi zes the necessity of fulfilling the reconmendati ons of the
Programme of Action relating to ensuring respect for human rights as an
i nportant factor in the managenent of migration flows, the consolidation of
denocracy, the rule of law and stability;

21. Urges the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
coordination with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees, the International Organization for Mgration and the Organi zation
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, to take into account those el enents of
the Programme of Action that are relevant to his mandate;

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the nmeasures taken and proposed and on progress
achieved in the inplementation of the present resolution

23. Deci des to continue exam nation of this question at its fifty-
second sessi on.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



