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Resources for checking and 

cleaning data for analysis  
Why data checking and cleaning is essential 

Data cleaning is the process of detecting and (potentially) correcting corrupt, inaccurate or inconsistent 
values from a dataset, improving clarity and documenting these steps for better understanding. Data 
checking and cleaning is essential for many reasons, some of the main ones are: 

✓ Improves data quality 

✓ Ensures correct information and allows for reliable data analysis 

✓ Makes it easier to understand the data 

✓ Greatly increases productivity avoiding waste of time and resources 

Where to find resources on data checking and cleaning 

There are many data checking and cleaning resources available, some specific to software such as “MS 

Excel” or to programming languages such as “R”. The table below provides information on resources.  

 Author Resource Content  Type 

 
UNHCR 

Checking and 
cleaning your data 
for analysis  

Two-part webinar on data cleaning and checking. 
Part I: Introduction to data checking and cleaning 
(Slide deck). 
Part 2: Case study: Vulnerability assessment of Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon (2021) (Slide deck). 

Webinar 

UNHCR Microdata curation 
handbook  

The handbook is a technical guide for curating 

personal microdata of people with and for whom 

UNHCR works, and uploading this data internally on 

the Raw Internal Data Library (RIDL) and publishing it 

externally on UNHCR’s Microdata Library (MDL). The 

section 4.1 “Data check and preparation” provide 

general tips to identify and correct issues on datasets. 
 

PDF 

ACAPS Data cleaning  This document provides the steps to follow on data 
cleaning into an Excel spreadsheet for operations 
collecting primary data during a rapid assessment. 

PDF 

      JIPS How do we process 
and analyse the 
dataset? 

Practical steps to follow to process and analyze 

datasets. 
 

PDF 

IMPACT Data cleaning 
guidelines for 
structure data  

The minimum standards for data cleaning, and the 
process of data cleaning. 

PDF 

IMPACT Data cleaning 
minimun standards 
checklist  

Minimum standards that all IMPACT teams (field and 
HQ) are expected to adhere to in the data cleaning 
and processing stage of the research cycle. 

PDF 

IMPACT Funtion reference  A list of functions that can be utilized to support data 
cleaning. 

Gibtub 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/assessment/
https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/assessment/
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/GDS-ODSCP/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis%2FDataCHeckingCleaning%5FWebinar%5F20220428%5Fmorning%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/GDS-ODSCP/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis%2FDataCHeckingCleaning%5FWebinar%5F20220428%5Fmorning%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/GDS-ODSCP/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis%2FDataCHeckingCleaning%5FWebinar%5F20220428%5Fmorning%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/assessment/sites/assessment/files/2023-11/Introduction%20to%20Data%20Cleaning%20and%20Checking.pptx
https://www.unhcr.org/handbooks/assessment/sites/assessment/files/2023-11/VASyR%20Data%20Cleaning%20and%20Checking%20Presentation%20-%202021.pptx
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/GDS-ODSCP/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=gAusGU&cid=9fe0042e%2D9822%2D4695%2D8b34%2D6f527b35ed8c&FolderCTID=0x012000A85CB533FDB1924CA0DFEFC546A2BA7D&id=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis%2FUNHCR%2DMicrodataCurationHandbook%2DCH4%2E1%2Dv4%2E0%2DApr2022%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/GDS-ODSCP/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=gAusGU&cid=9fe0042e%2D9822%2D4695%2D8b34%2D6f527b35ed8c&FolderCTID=0x012000A85CB533FDB1924CA0DFEFC546A2BA7D&id=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis%2FUNHCR%2DMicrodataCurationHandbook%2DCH4%2E1%2Dv4%2E0%2DApr2022%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FGDS%2DODSCP%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FChecking%20%26%20Cleaning%20data%20for%20analysis
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/user_upload/acaps_technical_brief_data_cleaning_april_2016_0.pdf
https://unhcr365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ortegago_unhcr_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?listurl=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr365%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents&viewid=ae945f22%2Dc601%2D40ae%2D9b9c%2D261fece7388f&id=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning%2FGuidance%2DData%2DProcessing%2DPhase5%2DJET%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning
https://unhcr365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ortegago_unhcr_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?listurl=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr365%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents&viewid=ae945f22%2Dc601%2D40ae%2D9b9c%2D261fece7388f&id=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning%2FGuidance%2DData%2DProcessing%2DPhase5%2DJET%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning
https://unhcr365-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ortegago_unhcr_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?listurl=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr365%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents&viewid=ae945f22%2Dc601%2D40ae%2D9b9c%2D261fece7388f&id=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning%2FGuidance%2DData%2DProcessing%2DPhase5%2DJET%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FDSPR%2DCommonAssessmentTargetingAndMonitoringUnit%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FAssessment%2FResource%20Centre%2FData%20cleaning
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/IMPACT_Data-Cleaning-Guidelines_FINAL_To-share-11.pdf
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/IMPACT_Data-Cleaning-Guidelines_FINAL_To-share-11.pdf
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/IMPACT_Data-Cleaning-Guidelines_FINAL_To-share-11.pdf
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IMPACT_Memo_Data-Cleaning-Min-Standards-Checklist_28012020-1.pdf
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IMPACT_Memo_Data-Cleaning-Min-Standards-Checklist_28012020-1.pdf
https://www.reachresourcecentre.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IMPACT_Memo_Data-Cleaning-Min-Standards-Checklist_28012020-1.pdf
https://impact-initiatives.github.io/cleaningtools/reference/index.html
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