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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes
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Returning to Afghanistan, Confronting Uncertainty:
The Journey of Afghan Women
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In 2025, over 2.4 million Afghans were forced to return from
neighbouring countries. This influx has placed enormous pressure
on border provinces already strained by poverty, insecurity, and
inadequate infrastructure. Many returnees arrived with nothing
and urgently need assistance to rebuild their lives.

2 X i 4K - B0 2k Ak :
Among them are women and children returning to a society with éﬁfjﬁalij if;i%;; oiif'
restricted rights and mobility, leaving many women feeling the age of about 13.
disoriented, isolated, and fearful about their future.
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Most women and girls Afghanistan

lack a Tazkira, the natiounal [D card, ln many parts of the country, women

are prohibited from being tn public

unless they are accompanied by a man.

wbucl« hinders their access to essential
services and social tntegration.
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“l worry that my children might fall
behind in their education.They
need shoes, pens, and

notebooks for school and
for courses.”
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A Mother's Uncertain Return Home Amid Fragile Health
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Asma, a 40-year-old mother of two daughters from
Mazar-e-Sharif, recently crossed the border back into
Afghanistan, fearful for what lies ahead.

She first went to Pakistan in 2021 to receive cancer
treatment. When travel costs became too high, she gave
up her job as a teacher and moved with her family to
Pakistan to stay closer to medical care. But before
completing her final year of treatment, her husband was
detained, and the family was told to leave the country. “We
have no place to stay and nothing at all.” Asma said.

UNHCR is working with its partners to help returning
families with emergency financial support so they can pay
for food and transport, but amid severe funding cuts, more
support is needed to provide additional assistance, such
as specialized support to women and children at risk,
healthcare, legal assistance and help with reintegration.
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Current Challenges for Women in Afghanistan
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Over 60% of women fear for their
safety and that of their daughters

BiB40%measT
ESMWRERR RS

More than 40% report experiencing

“very bad” mental health

T14% ke BrRE
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74% of female-headed households
face severe food insecurity
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Two in three women lack
essential civil documentation
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UNHCR’s Key Support Areas for Afghan Women
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By October 2025, UNHCR’s protection programmes had supported
511,593 people across Afghanistan, with 306,800 of them being
women and girls. These figures underscore the significant demand
for gender-responsive support and reaffirm our priority to include

women and girls in all stages of assessment, assistance, and service
delivery—especially female-headed households and those facing

© UNHCR/Oxygen Empire Media Production

heightened risks.
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'E Legal aid and documentation
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Assist women in obtaining a Tazkira and other civil
documentation needed for inclusion and access to
public services. In addition, UNHCR offers free legal
counselling through qualified lawyers, and provides

cash assistance specifically to support civil
documentation.

FRUHE/FNREENRERIE - LT HES
RFEARRS - YRBREFLRAET » MR
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Collect data through Community-Based Protection
Monitoring (CBPM) to identify access barriers, and
engage female returnee volunteers to ensure
women’s perspectives and needs are identified.
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</ Mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS)
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Provide mental health and psychosocial support,
and train community volunteers to help identify

needs and support women and girls in their
communities.
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": Referral and information access

IR EINE - EREBEENFEL T HRRFEERAR
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Strengthen local outreach to ensure that returnee

women are informed about available services and
know where to seek assistance.

eni | BREBERY Skills and livelihoods
REFZIEGB RS DUEREZNBE D
Provide training and income opportunities to build
women’s self-reliance and community stability.

HEMESE RNEREBERHRREBLINZEMERE -
WERRAEEBESEREABZNEREE -
Collaborate with partners to advocate with the
authorities for the removal of restrictions on women
and girls, and ensure humanitarian programmes
reflect the needs of female returnees.

as) HESHR community engagement
HERZMER B (BRELEEMNERREAL)IEHE
REARUERHEELZNMZENR DTHEE
Work with both women and men, including community

leaders, and local faith figures to raise awareness of
preventing violence against women and children.

RMALIEFRESTNTENRE > BERBMATHEPESHE -
Together, we can protect women and girls, ensuring they are safe and
supported in their communities.
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Education: A Lifeline for Refugee Futures
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Education is more than learning—it’s a pathway to
protection, opportunity, and dignity. Without it, an
entire generation risks being left behind. UNHCR’s
2025 Refugee Education Report shows how, through
innovative programmes, scholarships, and partnerships,
we are helping young refugees return to classrooms,
access digital learning and pursue higher education,
transforming hope into opportunity.

This year’s report also spotlights the urgent need: millions of
refugee children and youth worldwide still lack access to
quality education, particularly at the secondary and tertiary
levels, where enrolment remains critically low. Presented
through an illustrated comic, the report shows how conflict
and displacement deprive students of the chance to learn,
and how UNHCR helps young people return to school with
hope and determination.

(20255 MEHEFTRE) HE2HAEHERER :
Key global findings from the 2025 Refugee Education Report :

67%

MERAEERDBHET —
LE Bl (B 78 2 3R F1GIK F

of refugee children are enrolled in primary
education - well below global averages.

a537%

BEBEAHS ) NE
ABMEFEEXEE

At the secondary level, enrolment drops
to 37%, highlighting major access gaps.

#859%

MWERFTFREZSENT - RBH
fPEmHEEEH  ZRSHEE
REI R BEF WAL EFRE R

Only 9% of refugee youth make it to tertiary
education, due to financial, legal, and
v certification barriers.

r

INBREAKABLE

ISE: RESILIENCE
AND RESOLVE IN
EFUGEE EDUCATION

R —WISRRTERE
TRESHAHZRERENES

Scan the QR code to read the full report
and discover stories of resilience and hope.

(RIRBIEIHRER S Available in English only)
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Global Trends & Financial Report at a Glance
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As of the end of 2024, a record 123.2 million people were forcibly displaced due to persecution, conflict, violence, and
human rights violations—7 million more than the previous year. One in every 67 people worldwide is now uprooted, with
Sudanese, Syrian, Afghan, and Ukrainian individuals making up over one-third of all those forced to flee. Children, who
represent just 29 per cent of the global population, accounted for 40 per cent of all people displaced worldwide.

RATRRER P E

Internally displaced people

ENSERRESRAEHEE
Refugees under UNHCR's mandate

SREEEE

Asylum-seekers

EEEEDEEEB’:‘IL
EPLRENEUNARERR Iermatonsl protecton
Palestine refugee under UNRWA's mandate
e BARBESolutions - - - - .- ... .
' 9,800,000 . 47,200 . 188,800 E
| ERBAMEEDRSE | SRESALBELRIH | FRRWEFREIE=E

Displaced people returned Stateless people received citizenship . Refugees resettled

2024FE MR E Financial Report
2K A: 48.76f85€TT

2% H: 49.33(8XTT
Overall Expenditure: USD 4.933 Billion

79, REAH XERBECEARREE

Field operations supporting, raising funds and voices for refugees

Overall Income: USD 4.876 Billion
13% BA B RHEBIER

Private Donors

6% FBH BN

Intergovernmental Donors

5% BURRREXNAS
O Maintaining a strong B
organization Srese

88% HREKEER M

Delivery of refugee {he Americas

programmes ;F;’,"Em&r.pm
West and Central Africa

R K JEMALER
Middle East and North Africa

FEM e B

Southern Africa

DMRAFFE
Asia and the Pacific

FEMEER - FMZ AR
AXHAHE

BEeEES
3% UN Funds

78% Governments

East and Horn of Africa and
the Great Lakes

SEEEZIR

Country Operational

AEREANMEEA LI MR EAZRETNER Technical Support

*Please note all percentages used in this page are rounded to the nearest whole number
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Run with Refugees @ SPRIFEST
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Sport at UNHCR goes beyond physical activity — it brings
people together, builds understanding, and celebrates the
strength of those forced to flee.

In August, UNHCR Hong Kong took part in Hong Kong
SportFest 2025 with our “Run with Refugees: Every Step
Helps” campaign. Members of the public were invited to
walk or run on treadmills and track their steps, showing
solidarity with displaced families around the world.

Over three energetic days, more than 200 participants
accepted the challenge. Together they spent a total of 10
hours and 44 minutes on the move and covering 70.1
kilometres — roughly the distance three displaced people
might travel from Sake to Mugunga in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo in search of safety.

While the activity was fun and interactive, it carried a deeper
meaning, each step served as a reminder of the long,
dangerous journeys refugees take to find safety. Through
every step, participants honoured their resilience and the
power of coming together in compassion to support those
forced to flee.
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A Join UNHCR in making a difference through our Wedding

Favour Donation Programme. This unique opportunity allows
couples to celebrate their special day while making a positive
impact on the lives of people forced to flee. Our programme
goes beyond traditional wedding favours, enabling couples to
express gratitude and create awareness about the global

refugee crisis. B RETRES
S . . . Scan the QR code
By participating, couples can inspire friends and loved ones to to learn more

contribute to this important cause. On this special day, let us
spread love and hope as we share our joy with others.

With a minimum donation of HKD 3,888, donors will receive a
range of exclusive tokens of our gratitude. Please scan the QR
code and visit the UNHCR website for more details.

MEMBEMEEF! Help Us Serve You Better !
RIBHBTRENER  AERCRATEEORE | ADRM - SBEABHENS -

The more we know about your preferences, the better we are able to serve you!
Please scan the QR code and fill out the survey now. BB EEmE

Donor Survey
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