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Madam Chair, High-Commissioner Grandi,

On behalf of the Canadian delegation, | wish to thank the High Commissioner for his opening remarks
and for his strong and effective leadership over the last year. We commend the Agency, its staff, and its
partners for their tireless efforts in seeking protection and solutions for refugees and other persons of
concern. This is a critical year as, together, we take the final steps to endorse the Global Compact on
Refugees. The Compact presents a unique opportunity to build greater international solidarity, and to
support approaches that benefit both refugees and our own societies. As we move to the Compact’s
endorsement, we must now prepare for its effective implementation. We all have a stake in this
process, and we must all contribute in the most appropriate ways to its success.

Madam Chair, Canada is a committed partner of UNHCR and strongly supports its mandate. We provide
UNHCR with timely, multi-year, unearmarked institutional funding, and our country- and regional-level
support is flexible to enable UNHCR to determine where support is most needed. Canada will continue
to grow our resettlement program, including an additional 1000 women and girls, demonstrating our
whole-of-society engagement and commitment to responsibility sharing.

Going forward, Canada sees the Global Compact as an opportunity to deepen the use of comprehensive
approaches and new actors in support of both host communities and refugees. For example, our recent
partnership with the World Bank to unlock increased IDA 18 funding for Bangladesh demonstrates our
interest in supporting innovative financing approaches to provide additional resources. Our whole-of-
government response to the Rohingya crisis also testifies to our commitment to comprehensive
approaches, as does our ongoing $1.1 billion multi-year humanitarian and development assistance
response to the Syria crisis. Similarly, we are fully committed to sharing lessons from Canada’s refugee
resettlement and complementary pathway programs to show how beneficial these can be.

Madame la Présidente, les réponses globales aux besoins des réfugiés montrent comment nous pouvons
exploiter le puissant potentiel des approches inclusives. L'éducation en est un exemple important.
Uintégration des réfugiés dans les systémes éducatifs du pays d'accueil permet d'investir dans des
systémes nationaux plutdt que dans des systemes paralléles. Cela permet de répondre aux objectifs
nationaux de développement du pays héte tout en facilitant I'acces des réfugiés a une éducation sire et
de qualité, ce qui augmente considérablement leur capacité a contribuer positivement aux sociétés
d’accueil et 3 leur pays d’origine. Le Canada est fier d’appuyer I'accés des réfugiés a I'éducation, y
compris a travers notre engagement de 400 millions de dollars inclus dans le récent investissement de
3,8 milliards de dollars dans le cadre du G7 dans I'éducation des femmes et des filles en situation de
crise et de conflit. Nous nous réjouissons des nouvelles possibilités que le Pacte mondial offre dans ce

domaine.

Le Canada apprécie grandement 'impartance accordée a I'égalité des sexes et au renforcement du
pouvoir des femmes et des filles dans le Pacte mondial. Nous voyons également le récent engzgement
iu G7 a travailler avec les organismes humanitaires et leurs conseils d’administration pour faire de
I'égalité des sexes une priorité organisationnelle comme une fagon d’améliorer la qualité des




interventions auprés des réfugiés. Collectivement, cependant, il reste encore du travail a faire pour

« passer de la parole aux actes » et atteindre les plus vulnérables. Ainsi, méme si nous félicitons I'Agence
pour son récent bilan de I égalité entre les sexes, nous exhortons le HCR a affecter les ressources et le
personnel nécessaires 3 la mise-en-ceuvre efficace de la nouvelle Politique sur I'age, le genre et la

diversité.

Finally, we urge strengthened support to refugee participation in global policy discussions. We applaud
the refugees who participated in the Global Compact consultations, and also the organizers of last June’s
first-ever Global Summit of Refugees in Geneva. We firmly believe that UNHCR’s Executive Committee
should systematize opportunities for refugee policy and responses to be informed by refugees

themselves.

Madam Chair, in closing, | urge us all to remember why we are here, At a time when we see borders
hardening and growing rhetoric vilifying those seeking safety and protection, we, as ExCom members,
should call even greater attention to the plight of those driven from their homes and honour our
responsibility towards them. We must remember our common humanity, and how our collective
security is best preserved by responses grounded in respect for human rights and a rules-based

international order.







