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PRESS RELEASE
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Korea’s UNHCR, UNIQLO forge partnership  

Seoul offices reaffirm previous global deal on refugee protection, recycle initiative

UNHCR Korea and FRL Korea CO., Ltd -- the Korean supplier for global clothier UNIQLO -- will sign a Memorandum of Understanding on Oct. 18, reaffirming the 2011 global partnership agreement that has helped strengthen cooperation between the two entities in helping the refugees worldwide. 

The UNHCR Seoul office and FRL Korea agreed to establish an official partnership in order to improve the quality of refugee protection activities and construct a broad assistance network, and thereby concluded the MOU, UNHCR Korea said. 

UNHCR and Fast Retailing Co., Ltd., the operator of Japan’s largest casual clothing chain UNIQLO, previously signed the global partnership agreement on 1 June, 2011.

The MOU between the two offices in Korea is made to define the scope of official partnership, particularly for FRL Korea, as it works to support the refugee assistance activities of UNHCR. 

Under the MOU, signed between heads of FRL Korea Ahn Sung-soo and Satoshi Hatase, and Representative of UNHCR Korea Anne Mary Campbell, FRL Korea agreed to provide UNHCR with space around UNIQLO shops for UNHCR’s Face-to-Face fundraising campaigns. UNHCR, in return, agreed to support promotion of ‘All Products Recycle Initiative,’ which is a part of the refugee assistance program and globally ongoing Corporate Social Responsibility activities of UNIQLO. The agreement will last for one fiscal year from the date of its signature.
Since 2006, UNIQLO operator Fast Retailing has been donating recycled clothing to UNHCR as part of the clothier’s policy of recycling all pieces of clothing purchased at its shops that are no longer worn. 
Currently, all UNIQLO shops, including those in Korea, have recycling boxes for such clothing, which is donated to refugees. FRL Korea also joined the campaign in March 2011 and created a special T-shirt to commemorate the June 20 World Refugee Day. The company has been donating profits to UNHCR. 
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