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What’s Inside
EMERGENCIES EXACERBATING THE PANDEMIC
The pandemic is happening against a complex backdrop of emergencies that are 
causing suffering in Mindanao and around the world

THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT: COVID-19 RESPONSE IN THE PHILIPPINES
Your support helped UNHCR augment government response efforts in containing 
the spread of COVID-19, ensuring protection and assistance for forcibly displaced 
populations, and building towards sustainable recovery

HEROES AT THE TIME OF COVID-19
Meet some of the Filipino donors, partners, and humanitarians who make our 
life-saving work possible amid the coronavirus pandemic

Normini Adilao and her family have been displaced since the Marawi conflict in May 2017, and are currently staying in Boganga Transitory Site. 
With your support, UNHCR recently distributed hygiene kits to the families in Boganga, and is building a water facility to help address health 
and sanitation concerns as well as promote community empowerment and peaceful co-existence. © UNHCR/Jalanie Pangalian



Dear valued donor,
For six months now, COVID-19 has challenged 
fundamental aspects of our lives: the strength of 
our health systems, the resilience of our econo-
mies, and our ability to adapt and recover. The 
very social fabric that connected people before 
has been tested and in some cases torn apart.
  
What has kept us going through this time is 
your indomitable kindness towards the most 
vulnerable. While in lockdown and in spite of 
your own needs, many of you have reached 
out to us asking about how they’re doing. You 
know that they have limited access to the basic 
services and health care that can protect them 
from this pandemic, and your commitment to 
support them has never wavered.

Thanks to you and our partners, we were able 
to mobilize our resources quickly to support the 
government-led response to this unprecedented 
crisis. In this newsletter, we report on the impact 
of your commitment and how far-reaching your 
donations have been during these past months. 
Thousands of forcibly displaced families in the 
most affected areas of Mindanao have been 
given emergency assistance and support, and 
you have been their source of hope during 
this difficult time.
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Let us enter the last quarter 
of this year with courage. 
Together, we will emerge 

stronger.

Maraming salamat,
Your UNHCR Philippines family

Your generosity inspires us, our partners, and 
those we serve to be heroes to one another. 
We continued to stay and deliver because of 
your support. With you by our side, we aim 
towards sustainable recovery prioritizing public 
health, sanitation and WASH projects in this last 
quarter of 2020.

This pandemic and other emergencies have 
revealed many insecurities and inequalities, 
especially for those often neglected by society. 
Through it all, you have chosen to spread 
kindness and joy, and we are deeply grateful 
for your support.

With disease prevention primarily relying on deeply established water, sanitation & hygiene (WASH) practices, UNHCR with the 
support of donors and partners are providing WASH-related support to vulnerable communities like the Sama Bajaus in Brgy. 
Kasanyangan, Zamboanga City. Volunteers like Merhamna Taala are stepping up to help in rapid response efforts and health 
awareness initiatives that will benefit her community. © CHR IX/Shahribar Pajiran
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Six months after COVID-19 was declared a 
pandemic, it has spread across the globe with 
devastating speed, taking more than 900,000 
lives and infecting over 28 million individuals. 

Beyond the tragic costs to health and human 
life, the pandemic is also producing major social 
and economic disruptions that are deepening 
poverty, inequality, and vulnerability – especially 
among the 79.5 million forcibly displaced 
worldwide. The impact on their mostly hand-to-
mouth existence and on their hosts has been 
devastating.

For all its immense challenges, the COVID-19 
crisis has also placed renewed emphasis on 
the value of solidarity and cooperation in all 
aspects of response and recovery. With your 
help, UNHCR is rapidly responding in 134 
refugee-hosting countries that are reporting 
local transmission. Our teams around the world 
are helping to further strengthen national health 
and sanitation systems, provide vital protection 
services and ramp up assistance for the most 
vulnerable. We are in this together, and we will 
get through this together.

The Beirut blasts that occurred in early August brought 
death and destruction, traumatizing a nation that was 
already so badly impacted by COVID-19, the Syrian conflict, 
and an ongoing economic crisis. Some 180 people were 
killed, 6,500 injured and up to 350,000 left homeless. 

UNHCR launched the Stand with Lebanon appeal in support 
of a country that has been so generously receiving refugees 
for decades, and many of you have responded. Thank you 
for showing your solidarity. In the Philippines, we have raised 
over Php 340,000 of additional support for those affected 
by the blast.

UNHCR is providing immediate support to over 100,000 
people who were severely affected. These efforts include:

Of the 278,816 individuals currently displaced in Mindanao, 
123,508 remain displaced from the earthquakes that ripped 
through North Cotabato and Davao del Sur in 2019. 126,835 
have not yet been able to return home after being displaced 
from the Marawi conflict in 2017. They remain in transitory 
sites, where access to basic services and health facilities is 
limited, making them extra vulnerable to COVID-19.

Amid the pandemic, DISPLACEMENT IS STILL HAPPENING.

73,760 individuals were displaced only this year due to 
armed conflict, clan feuds, and violence. This is compound-
ed by COVID-19 as well as flooding and calamities. With 
your help, we continue to stay and deliver for the forcibly 
displaced and ensure that their protection needs are met 
while in displacement.

4,100 shelter kits 
given to the worst-affected households, benefiting 
14,000 people

800 additional beds 
100 additional ICU beds
including ventilators, advanced equipment, and 
medicine stocks as part of UNHCR’s support to the 
national COVID-19 response

FORCIBLY DISPLACED INDIVIDUALS

*Source: Protection Cluster Displacement Dashboard no. 72 (Aug 2020)

Psychological first aid
Medical & psychosocial support 
together with immediate assistance interventions 
like food, health kits & legal aid to recover lost 
documents

LEBANON EXPLOSIONSWE ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER

MINDANAO DISPLACEMENT

Kaitlyn, 17, from the United States, received a special mention for her drawing 
called ‘We are all in this together’ which she submitted to UNHCR’s 2020 
Youth with Refugees Art Contest. © UNHCR/Kaitlyn Zhou

278,816
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As we move from rapid response to sustainable recovery, your committed support ensures that 
more forcibly displaced families in Mindanao are better prepared and equipped to withstand future 
emergencies. In the next few months, the impact of COVID-19 will be integrated into the design and 
implementation of quick impact projects, prioritizing water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) facilities.

https://donate.unhcr.ph/emergency/Donate/DonateNow

