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Source: UNHCR data finder platform and mid-year statistics data as of 30 June 2022.
References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999). The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

UKRAINE 
SITUATION 

8,105,809 individual refugees 
from Ukraine were recorded 
across Europe as of end 
February 2023 and over 
4.8 million refugees had 
registered for temporary 
protection or similar national 
protection schemes in Europe.1 
An estimated 5.3 million 
people were displaced inside 
Ukraine in January, a net 
decrease of 600,000 people 
from the previous month.²  

MEDITERRANEAN AND 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN 

MARITIME ROUTES

12,300 refugees and migrants 
arrived in Europe via the three 
Mediterranean and Northwest 
African maritime routes in 
February 2023, a 53 per cent 
increase compared to the 
previous month. As of 28 Feb-
ruary, 368 people have been 
reported dead or missing on 
the three Mediterranean and 
the Northwest African maritime 
routes.

SOUTH EASTERN 
EUROPE 

900 people have arrived 
in or transited through the 
subregion in February 2023, 
21 per cent less than the 
previous month and 7 per cent 
fewer than in February 2022.

TÜRKIYE 
 

Türkiye hosts the world’s 
largest refugee population 
with over 3.6 million Syrians 
under temporary protection 
and over 319,000 refugees 
and asylum-seekers under 
international protection.

ARRIVALS AND DISPLACED POPULATIONS: KEY FIGURES AND TRENDS

1. Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation as of 28 February 2023
2. IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix 

SPOTLIGHT

UNHCR supports 
government and judges 
to progress towards 
reaching the #iBelong 
Campaign goals to end 
statelessness.

Following the 
earthquakes, UNHCR 
supported national 
emergency response 
efforts.

Updated anti-
trafficking leaflets 
published and 
disseminated by 
UNHCR to local 
authorities and NGOs. 

UNHCR published a 
mapping of refugee-
led organizations.
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https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=v2Rp1H
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://dtm.iom.int/ukraine
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/ukraine-%E2%80%94-internal-displacement-report-%E2%80%94-general-population-survey-round-11-25-november-5
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/02/20230213_UNHCR_Refugee-Communities_Mapping-ENG-screen.pdf?_kx=
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              EMERGENCY RESPONSE EARTHQUAKES IN TÜRKIYE 

                   UKRAINE RESPONSE 

 � On 6 February, two earthquakes of 7.7 and 7.5 magnitude impacted eleven provinces in Türkiye, with the epicentres 
in Kahramanmaraş. Numerous aftershocks undermined rescue efforts. The government declared a three-month 
state of emergency along with a call for international assistance.  

 � UNHCR engaged its emergency response mechanisms and delivered much needed items from its global 
warehouses, including tents, high-thermal blankets, hygiene kits and foldable beds, in coordination with the 
Presidency of Migration Management (PMM) and the Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD). The 
UNHCR-chaired inter-agency protection coordination team provided guidance on referral pathways to people with 
specific needs.

 � In line with the Türkiye Earthquakes UN Flash Appeal, UNHCR appealed for USD 150 million to cover the emergency 
response through an Earthquake Emergency Supplementary Appeal covering Türkiye and Syria. 

 � More information can be found in the weekly updates on UNHCR’s earthquake response in Türkiye. 

 � The UNHCR-led inter-agency Ukraine Situation Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRP) for 2023 was launched 
on 15 February. The RRP aims at ensuring refugees’ access to protection and assistance on a non-discriminatory 
basis, including the rights associated with temporary protection or similar legal statuses in host countries. Bringing 
together 243  partners, the RRP aims to support 4.2 million refugees from Ukraine and host community members in 
10 countries in 2023, with a total budgetary requirement of USD 1.7 billion.

 � The OCHA-led 2023 Ukraine Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) was launched at the same event as the RRP. The 
HRP outlines the coordinated, strategic response devised by humanitarian agencies to meet the acute needs of 11.1 
million people in Ukraine through food, cash, health care and other life-saving assistance. The HRP calls for USD 
3.9 billion in 2023 to meet humanitarian needs, and brings together more than 650 partners.

 � UNHCR’s response plan and financial requirements for the Ukraine Situation in 2023 can be found in the Ukraine 
Situation: Supplementary Appeal 2023. USD 1.1 billion is required to address the needs of war-affected people in 
Ukraine and in the refugee-hosting neighbouring countries in Europe.

UNHCR published Lives 
on hold: Profiles and 
intentions of internal-
ly displaced persons in 
Ukraine, with the survey 
results of 2,900 people 
interviewed between 5 
and 30 December 2022. 
12 per cent of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) 
planned to permanently 
return home within three 
months, while 88 per cent 
indicated their desire to 
stay in their current loca-
tion. Interviewees cited 

safety, housing and infrastructure amongst main barri-
ers to return. Amongst those who planned to stay, 7 per 
cent indicated they no longer hoped to return to their 
place of origin. Link

The third regional inten-
tions survey Lives on 
Hold: Intentions and 
Perspectives of Refu-
gees from Ukraine pro-
vides an in-depth anal-
ysis of enabling factors 
and drivers behind refu-
gees decisions. UNHCR 
identified that 12 per 
cent of refugees from 
Ukraine planned to re-
turn to Ukraine within 
three months, while 65 
per cent expressed a 

desire to eventually return in the future and 5 per cent 
indicated no longer hoping to return. Key factors influ-
encing decisions were access to safety and basic ser-
vices in Ukraine, as well as the level of access to basic 
services and rights in host countries. Link

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1150/summary
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/98896
https://data.unhcr.org/en/search?country=113&country_1=0&situation%5B%5D=4&text=&type%5B%5D=document&doc_type%5B%5D=17&partner=435&working_group=&sector=&date_from=&date_to=&uploader=&country_json=%7b%220%22%3A%22113%22%7d&sector_json=%7b%220%22%3A%22%22%7d&apply=
https://reliefweb.int/report/poland/ukraine-situation-regional-refugee-response-plan-january-december-2023
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Freport%2Fukraine%2Fukraine-humanitarian-response-plan-february-2023-enuk%3F_gl%3D1*lizdi2*_ga*MjE0NTQ5NTk0NS4xNjc0NDc3NDAw*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3NjQ2ODQ0Ny44LjAuMTY3NjQ2ODQ0Ny42MC4wLjA.&data=05%7C01%7CCourtay%40unhcr.org%7Cb16bdfbefb8d4b34687508db100863f2%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C638121400560745449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uekvISnw%2FD4Cn2qQ7Gru9pD%2F1797jd08zYVAJWDA8Z8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/un-and-partners-appeal-us-5-6-billion-help-millions-affected-ukraine-war
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-situation-unhcr-supplementary-appeal-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-situation-unhcr-supplementary-appeal-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/lives-hold-profiles-and-intentions-internally-displaced-persons-ukraine-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/lives-hold-profiles-and-intentions-internally-displaced-persons-ukraine-february-2023
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/99072
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/99072
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                   ASYLUM AND PROTECTION 

                   INCLUSION

 � Austria: Federal authorities have taken up UNHCR’s information brochure for young asylum-seekers in reception 
facilities, including unaccompanied and separated children, for their use and dissemination. The brochure contains 
basic facts about the asylum procedure in easily understandable language and was developed by UNHCR, language 
experts and refugee youth. The printed brochures are bilingual with German alongside Pashtu, Farsi, Arabic and 
Somali.

 � France: In February, the UNHCR-led working group on combating human trafficking disseminated digital leaflets to 
local authorities and NGOs working in refugee protection. UNHCR coordinated the drafting and the design of two 
leaflet versions, one for adult and one specifically on prevention of trafficking of children. 

 � Greece: UNHCR presented the “Adama” job matching platform to 26 private sector companies as well as 
representatives from the diplomatic community and the government at an event to garner interest and support 
to further the economic integration of refugees. Refugees shared their experiences of success and challenges 
as entrepreneurs and employees, while employers and other speakers emphasized the added value of a diverse 
workforce on productivity, innovation and quality. 

 � Italy: On 15 February, UNHCR and the Bari Municipality signed a protocol formalising cooperation to facilitate 
refugee integration through more efficient access to local services. The protocol foresees a multi-functional centre, 
or Spazio Comune, with support by ActionAid to help refugees obtain administrative documents, as well as finding 
accommodation and work opportunities. Awareness-raising initiatives for the local community will complement 
these efforts. The Municipality of Bari, alongside five other Italian Municipalities, is a 2022 signatory of UNHCR’s 
Integration Charter and has facilitated refugees’ social and work inclusion participating in the Community Matching 
and Welcome programmes. 

 � Italy: As part of the Memorandum of Understanding with the research centre IDOS, UNHCR presented its Welcome 
programme at two conferences in Parma and Bologna in February, highlighting the activities carried out with an 
NGO network to facilitate labour inclusion for refugees through skills training. UNHCR underlined how the Welcome 
programme has also contributed to a change in the narrative related to refugees in the workplace. UNHCR is in the 
meantime striving to strengthen this NGO network and seeking to establish a “Welcome platform” for job-matching.

 � Switzerland and Liechtenstein: On 15 February, UNHCR presented a mapping of refugee-led organizations (RLOs) 
in Switzerland and Liechtenstein to representatives from the federal and local authorities, the civil society and 
RLOs. Refugees played a prominent role during the event as speakers and moderators. The report underlines the 
important role RLOs play in refugee integration, which could be amplified with more targeted support and improved 
funding. Further recommendations and observations are summarised here.

                   STATELESSNESS 

 � Azerbaijan: UNHCR is supporting the participation of several judges in the International Institute of Humanitarian 
Law’s specialised course on statelessness this spring, tailor-made for legislators, lawyers and judges. Meanwhile, 
UNHCR and authorities continued exchanges in the working group on statelessness to continue progress towards 
meeting Azerbaijan’s pledge at the 2019 High-Level Segment (HLS) on naturalising all documented stateless 
persons in the country by 2023. 

https://deinasylverfahren.at/en/
https://help.unhcr.org/france/signaler-un-cas-dexploitation-et-dabus/
https://www.unhcr.org/gr/en/31381-refugees-at-work-a-win-win-for-refugees-business-and-society.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unhcr.org%2Fgr%2Fen%2F29139-unhcr-and-crs-launch-new-online-platform-linking-refugees-with-employers-in-greece.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvlaikidi%40unhcr.org%7C3b671c775f444b233e0c08db09e26f91%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C638114640372402769%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EYmUBYU8Xnxqfo1K3I8qrZwpnMPBz%2B8dLJPPa4lwG%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/it/uncategorized/comune-di-bari-e-unhcr-firmano-un-protocollo-di-intesa-per-promuovere-linclusione-dei-rifugiati-rendendo-piu-semplice-lorientamento-e-laccesso-ai-servizi-per-linteg/
https://www.unhcr.org/it/notizie-storie/comunicati-stampa/unhcr-e-sei-citta-italiane-presentano-la-carta-per-lintegrazione-dei-rifugiati/
https://www.unhcr.org/it/notizie-storie/comunicati-stampa/unhcr-e-sei-citta-italiane-presentano-la-carta-per-lintegrazione-dei-rifugiati/
https://welcome.unhcr.it/
https://www.dossierimmigrazione.it/
https://welcome.unhcr.it/
https://welcome.unhcr.it/
https://www.unipr.it/notizie/7-febbraio-convegno-su-immigrati-e-lavoro-e-presentazione-del-dossier-statistico
https://www.dossierimmigrazione.it/in-cammino-per-una-societa-plurale-equa-inclusiva/
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/02/20230213_UNHCR_Refugee-Communities_Mapping-ENG-screen.pdf?_kx=
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2023/02/20230213_UNHCR_Refugee-Communities_Mapping-ENG-screen.pdf?_kx=
https://www.unhcr.org/dach/ch-de/86619-grosser-einsatz-wenig-unterstutzung-fluchtlingsgefuhrten-organisationen-in-der-schweiz-und-liechtenstein.html


EUROPE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

COUNTRY OFFICE TWITTER HIGHLIGHTS

PRESS RELEASES, 
STATEMENTS

Briefing Note [7 FEB]
UNHCR teams support emergency 
response efforts for earthquake 
survivors in Türkiye and deliver aid 
in Syria

News Comment [8 FEB]
News Comment: UNHCR’s 
Grandi urges EU leaders to keep 
supporting refugees in Europe, 
beyond

Press Release [15 FEB]
UN and partners appeal for US$5.6 
billion to help millions affected by 
Ukraine war

Press Release [23 FEB]
UNHCR: One year after the Russian 
invasion, insecurity clouds return 
intentions of displaced Ukrainians

 LEADERSHIP ACCOUNT TWEETS

Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees: UNHCR stands in solidarity with 
the people of Türkiye and Syria affected by 
the devastating earthquake and are ready 
to help provide urgent relief to survivors 
wherever possible. [6 FEB]
_____________________________

Enda O’Neill, UNHCR Ireland Head of 
Office: The 1951 Refugee Convention 
prohibits states from penalising refugees for 
entering a country illegally to seek asylum. 
[3 FEB]

Chiara Cardoletti, UNHCR Representative 
in Italy: Another tragedy leaves 8 people 
dead after shipwreck off the coast of 
Lampedusa. UNHCR on the ground to help 
survivors. [3 FEB]

Francesca Bonelli, UNHCR Representative 
in the Republic of Moldova: Ministry of 
Interior launches consultations with all the 
main actors to prepare for implementation 
of Temporary Protection for Ukrainian 
refugees [13 FEB].

TOP NEWS STORIES

Daily Mail [7 FEB] 
Millions of vulnerable refugees in Turkey-
Syria quake zone.

Associated Press [10 FEB]
First war, now earthquake: Many Syrians 
displaced again.

Deutsche Welle [15 FEB]
Ukraine updates: UN seeks $5.6 billion in 
humanitarian aid. 

Yahoo News [24 FEB] 
Despite multiple crises in Moldova, 
Ukrainian refugees find sanctuary.

CNN [26 FEB]
Children and women among 64 dead as 
migrant boat hits rocks near Italy.

https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2023/2/63e27d874/unhcr-teams-support-emergency-response-efforts-earthquake-survivors-turkiye.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2023/2/63e39c044/news-comment-unhcrs-grandi-urges-eu-leaders-keep-supporting-refugees-europe.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2023/2/63ec96404/un-partners-appeal-us56-billion-help-millions-affected-ukraine-war.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/unhcr-one-year-after-russian-invasion-insecurity-clouds-return-intentions-displaced-ukrainians
https://twitter.com/FilippoGrandi/status/1622538729909850113
https://twitter.com/endaoneill/status/1621432472868118528
https://twitter.com/chiaraUNHCR/status/1621450337780465666
https://twitter.com/FraBonelli/status/1625167647028527108
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-11723023/Millions-vulnerable-refugees-Turkey-Syria-quake-zone.html
https://apnews.com/article/2023-turkey-syria-earthquake-lebanon-earthquakes-0a57b32a70815facf590ec4b724b291f
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-updates-un-seeks-56-billion-in-humanitarian-aid/a-64704155
https://www.yahoo.com/news/ukraine-russia-war-moldova-refugees-204508427.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/02/26/europe/migrant-shipwreck-deaths-italy-calabria-intl/index.html
https://twitter.com/ACNURspain/status/1632030226778578944
https://twitter.com/UNHCRItalia/status/1629830958282145793
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUkraine/status/1627704878653997057
https://twitter.com/UNHCRGreece/status/1622914509735178241
https://twitter.com/UNHCRUK/status/1633165783571263521
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Requested for UNHCR’s activities in Europe in 2023:

USD 1.694 billion*
Total contributed as of 28 February:

USD 341,235,302

For more information, reports and other resources:

 � UNHCR Europe webpage

 � UNHCR Europe region monthly updates

 � UNHCR Europe country operations fact sheets

 � Europe pages of UNHCR’s Global Focus webpage

 � UNHCR Ukraine Emergency webpage

Operational data portals:

 � Ukraine Refugee Situation 

 � Mediterranean Situation

FINANCIAL INFORMATION WHERE TO FIND

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

20%
funded

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

*This amount includes financial requirements for the Ukraine situation.

UNHCR is grateful for the support from our top government donors of unearmarked, softly 
earmarked and earmarked funding:

Australia | Austria | Belgium | Canada | Czechia | Denmark | European Union | Finland | France | 
Germany | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Netherlands | Norway | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Spain | Sweden | 
United Kingdom | Switzerland | Ireland | Republic of Korea | United States of America

We are also grateful for the generous contributions from private individuals and the private sector

Ekaterina was a wedding photographer in 
Ukraine before she and her son left to Bucharest, 
in search of safety in 2022. Initially, Ekaterina 
had planned to travel onwards, but the warm 
welcome they received in Romania contributed to 
their staying in the country. She heard about the 
assistance programmes at RomExpo in Bucharest, 
a former warehouse that UNHCR repurposed as 
a welcoming community support centre. Later, 
she found her new job in the Senaca Anticafé, a 
bookshop and shared workspace which came with 
free accommodation nearby. 

While Ekaterina and her son dream of returning, 
for now they feel safe and settled. Working at the 
café helps Ekaterina rebuild her life, but it is also an 
opportunity to help others who, have been forced 
to flee their homes. At the café she is making 
friends with customers and colleagues alike. Link

Photo from infant and toddler care training. © METADRASI

For more stories and highlights, please subscribe 
to our mailing list, using this link.

STORY SPOTLIGHT
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file:https://www.unhcr.org/search%3Fcomid%3D62da5ca64%26sm_tags%3Dmonthlyupdate%26sm_site_name%5B%5D%3DGlobal%2520site
https://www.unhcr.org/search?comid=605b52bb4&sm_tags=europefactsheet&sm_site_name=Global%20site
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D4bb1d7ea4e%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7Cf31e3ca3e5d347f1b95908da0385dbbe%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637826170704364202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RmysC%2BlgtkG9U5xiomwU4JH4ooe58GFGiaeex8iiuEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/ukraine-emergency.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D64d955ea34%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C0d200c66540c4b907f3508da0e81b4ed%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637838247510648692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CG%2Bs9V5Sd6AjYqsw0DhMgyWZVLEi8N1qaMoDkVbKMVI%3D&reserved=0
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://www.unhcr.org/news/romania-ukraines-refugees-build-new-lives-while-longing-home
https://www.unhcr.org/news/romania-ukraines-refugees-build-new-lives-while-longing-home
https://unhcr.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=32dfed89e178070cc28c63534&id=fde5434c17

