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PRIMARY PACKAGING 

Reducing plastic waste  
in the environment:  
Individual blankets should 
have no packaging. 
(ZERO PLASTIC).

SECONDARY PACKAGING 

An optimal number of products should be packed in export-quality secondary 
packaging. Currently, bales are in use to make sure items are protected.  
Sustainable materials (i.e. recycled polypropylene) with their natural colours are 
preferred. Long-lasting plastics such as tarpaulin that have a second-life purpose 
in the field could also be considered. Innovative solutions are welcome.

• Quantity per secondary packaging: 15 pcs with a compression rate of 60%
is optimal, but innovative alternative approaches will be considered if they
satisfy the quality and usability requirements of the products.

• Compressed and strapped with 5 straps
(2 lengthwise, 3 crosswise).

• Straps made of recycled material are welcome.

• Current bale dimensions: Length 85cm +/-5cm, Width 55cm +/-5cm,
Height 75 cm +/-5 cm (height of the bales to be compressed by maximum
60% from free state to final compressed and strapped state).

• Preference will be given to innovative packaging that does not harm the
product, ideally with a second-life purpose, and minimizes packaging waste.

• Ensure that user-friendliness and safety aspects of handling persons are
considered in the packaging design.

TERTIARY PACKAGING 

The bales might be packed on 
a pallet; in this case, they need 
to be wrapped in a water-tight 
material, preferably made 
of, or containing sustainable 
material (recycled plastic or re-
usable material, i.e. tarpaulins), 
or other alternatives.

Packaging needs to ensure 
that products are protected 
from any damage including 
water and moisture. Innova-
tive sustainable solutions are 
welcome.

Avoid compostable plastics 
for packaging and increase 
recycled content wherever 
possible.

Blanket, High Thermal, Recycled
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PRIMARY PACKAGING 

Reducing plastic waste  
in the environment:  
Individual blankets should 
have no packaging. 
(ZERO PLASTIC).

SECONDARY PACKAGING 

An optimal number of products should be packed in export-quality secondary 
packaging. Currently, bales are in use to make sure items are protected. 
Sustainable materials (i.e. recycled polypropylene) with their natural colours are 
preferred. Long-lasting plastics such as tarpaulin that have a second-life purpose 
in the field could also be considered. Innovative solutions are welcome.

• Quantity per secondary packaging: 20 pcs with a compression rate of 60%
is optimal, but innovative alternative approaches will be considered if they
satisfy the quality and usability requirements of the products.

• Compressed and strapped with 5 straps (2 lengthwise, 3 crosswise).

• Straps made of recycled material are welcome.

• Current bale dimensions: Length 85cm +/-5cm, Width 55cm +/-5cm,
Height 75 cm +/-5 cm (height of the bales to be compressed by maximum
60% from free state to final compressed and strapped state).

• Preference will be given to innovative packaging that does not harm the
product, ideally with a second-life purpose, and minimizes packaging waste.

• Ensure that user-friendliness and safety aspects of handling persons are
considered in the packaging design.

TERTIARY PACKAGING 

The bales might be packed on 
a pallet; in this case, they need 
to be wrapped in a water-tight 
material, preferably made 
of, or containing sustainable 
material (recycled plastic or re-
usable material, i.e. tarpaulins), 
or other alternatives.

Packaging needs to ensure 
that products are protected 
from any damage including 
water and moisture. Innova-
tive sustainable solutions are 
welcome.

Avoid compostable plastics 
for packaging and increase 
recycled content
wherever possible.

Blanket, Medium Thermal, Recycled
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PRIMARY PACKAGING 

Reducing plastic waste  
in the environment:  
Individual buckets
should have no packaging 
(ZERO PLASTIC).

SECONDARY PACKAGING 

An optimal number of products should be packed in export-quality secondary 
packaging, preferably using sustainable material and its natural colour - plastic 
packaging is forbidden. In case cardboard is used, it must be unbleached and 
unlaminated. Inks must be non-toxic and ecologically friendly. Innovative solu-
tions are welcome.

• Filled secondary packaging must resist without any damage to a weight
or a pressure of 230 kg applied on a strong, rigid board on top of the box
(equivalent weight to 6m high stacking).

• Quantity per secondary packaging: currently 20 pcs; the alternative optimal
amount will be considered.

• The packing must guarantee that the buckets will not get stuck together.

• Preference will be given to innovative packaging that does not harm the
product, ideally with a second-life purpose, and minimizes packaging waste.

• Ensure that user-friendliness and safety aspects of handling persons are
considered in the packaging design.

TERTIARY PACKAGING 

Secondary packaging might 
be packed on a pallet; in 
this case, they need to be 
wrapped in a water-tight ma-
terial, preferably made of or 
containing sustainable materi-
al (recycled plastic or reusable 
material, i.e. tarpaulins), or 
other alternatives.  

Packaging needs to ensure 
that products are protected 
from any damage including 
water and moisture. Innova-
tive sustainable solutions are 
welcomed. 

Avoid compostable plastics 
for packaging and increase 
recycled content wherever 
possible.

Heavy Duty Bucket with Cap, Lid, and Tap, Recycled



UNHCR 5 

CORE RELIEF ITEMS    |  PACKAGING INSTRUCTIONS

UNHCR | Sustainable Supply

CORE RELIEF ITEM   |  PACKAGING INSTRUCTIONS

PRIMARY PACKAGING 

Reducing plastic waste  
in the environment:  
Individual buckets
should have no packaging 
(ZERO PLASTIC).

SECONDARY PACKAGING 

An optimal number of products should be packed in export-quality secondary 
packaging, preferably using sustainable material and its natural colour - plastic 
packaging is forbidden. In case cardboard is used, it must be unbleached and 
unlaminated. Inks must be non-toxic and ecologically friendly. Innovative solu-
tions are welcome.

• Filled secondary packaging must resist without any damage to a weight
or a pressure of 230 kg applied on a strong, rigid board on top of the box
(equivalent weight to 6m high stacking).

• Quantity per secondary packaging: currently 20 pcs; the alternative optimal
amount will be considered.

• The packing must guarantee that the buckets will not get stuck together.

• Preference will be given to innovative packaging that does not harm the
product, ideally with a second-life purpose, and minimizes packaging waste.

• Ensure that user-friendliness and safety aspects of handling persons are
considered in the packaging design.

TERTIARY PACKAGING 

Secondary packaging might 
be packed on a pallet; in 
this case, they need to be 
wrapped in a water-tight ma-
terial, preferably made of or 
containing sustainable materi-
al (recycled plastic or reusable 
material, i.e. tarpaulins), or 
other alternatives.  

Packaging needs to ensure 
that products are protected 
from any damage including 
water and moisture. Innova-
tive sustainable solutions are 
welcomed. 

Avoid compostable plastics 
for packaging and increase 
recycled content wherever 
possible.

Heavy Duty Bucket with Lid, Recycled
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PRIMARY PACKAGING 

Reducing plastic waste  
in the environment:  
Individual jerrycans should 
have no packaging  
(ZERO PLASTIC).

SECONDARY PACKAGING 

An optimal number of products should be packed in export-quality secondary 
packaging, preferably using sustainable material and its natural colour - plastic 
packaging is forbidden. In case cardboard is used, it must be unbleached and 
unlaminated. Ink must be non-toxic and ecologically friendly.  
Innovative solutions are welcome.

• Filled secondary packaging must resist without any damage to a weight
or a pressure of 230 kg applied on a strong, rigid board on top of the box
(equivalent weight to 6m high stacking).

• Quantity per secondary packaging: currently 50 pcs; the alternative optimal
amount will be considered.

• Preference will be given to innovative packaging that does not harm the
product, ideally with a second-life purpose, and minimizes packaging waste.

• The user-friendliness and safety aspects of handling persons should be
considered in the packaging design.

TERTIARY PACKAGING 

Secondary packaging might 
be packed on a pallet; in 
this case, they need to be 
wrapped in a water-tight ma-
terial, preferably made of or 
containing sustainable materi-
al (recycled plastic or reusable 
material, i.e. tarpaulins), or 
other alternatives.  

Packaging needs to ensure 
that products are protected 
from any damage including 
water and moisture. Innova-
tive sustainable solutions are 
welcomed. 

Avoid compostable plastics 
for packaging and increase 
recycled content wherever 
possible.

Jerrycan, Semi-Collapsible, Recycled



UNHCR
Supply Management Service 
Sustainable Supply 
Kamilla Peter
peterk@unhcr.org

June 2023


