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Merci Monsieur le Président,

Le Canada soutient fermement le leadership essentiel du HCR en matiere de protection des
réfugiés, des apatrides et des personnes déplacées a I'interne. Nous sommes fiers de soutenir
depuis longtemps le mandat humanitaire unique du HCR, axé sur la protection, et de lui fournir
le financement souple et prévisible nécessaire pour répondre a ces besoins en constante
évolution.

Monsieur le Président, alors que nous continuons a mettre en ceuvre le Pacte mondial sur les
réfugiés, nous reconnaissons et félicitons les pays et les communautés d'accueil qui font preuve
de compassion et de leadership en répondant aux besoins des personnes en déplacement.
Nous encourageons le HCR a poursuivre son partenariat avec les groupes dirigés par les réfugiés
et les communautés d'accueil pour faire avancer les solutions localisées et concrétiser les
opportunités nexus qui alléegent les pressions sur les communautés d'accueil, soutiennent la
cohésion sociale et renforcent la résilience.

Nous encourageons vivement le HCR a continuer d'affiner ses efforts pour répondre aux
besoins de protection uniques et intersectionnels des femmes, des filles, des personnes
LGBTQI+ et des personnes handicapées, dont les vulnérabilités sont aggravées par les
déplacements forcés. Les programmes de lutte contre la violence sexiste et la protection des
enfants sont au cceur de ce travail.

Le Canada souligne le role essentiel du groupe sectoriel de la protection pour guider
I'élaboration de stratégies intersectorielles et I'intégration des principes de protection afin de
répondre aux risques de protection de maniére coordonnée. Cela est essentiel pour garantir un
acces sOr et digne a I'aide humanitaire et permet au HCR de s'acquitter de son mandat
fondamental en matiére de protection.




Recalling the recommendations of the IASC Protection Policy Implementation Review, we
encourage UNHCR to streamline the protection architecture, ensuring more coherence in its
function and practical application within humanitarian response.

As the High Commissioner reaffirmed in his opening statement, people persecuted because of
their sexual orientation and gender identity and expression and sex characteristics are of
concern to UNHCR and must be protected. Building on our previous efforts to resettle LGBTQI+
refugees in collaboration with Rainbow Refugee Society, Canada recently announced a
collaboration with Rainbow Railroad as a referral partner for resettlement to Canada.

We have also doubled the number of annual resettlement spaces, from 250 to 500, for human
rights defenders and their family members. More broadly, Canada is on track to resettle over
45,000 government-assisted and privately sponsored refugees to Canada this year. In addition,
since September 2021, we have welcomed almost 40,000 vulnerable Afghans to Canada, and
we continue to respond to other priority situations identified by the UNHCR.

Chair, Canada is also working to support the MIRPS countries through our capacity building
efforts to strengthen responses to the challenge of mixed flows in the region, through the
Regional Asylum Capacity Building Initiative in Mexico, and through increased resettlement
from the Americas.

Canada sees significant potential for complementary pathways to offer solutions for refugees
that are additional to our resettlement commitments. We have been proud to serve as Chair of
the Global Task Force on Refugee Labour Mobility, and to launch a Refugee Advisory
Committee which ensures that individuals with lived experience of displacement are at the Task
Force table. We are encouraged by the number of pathways being launched globally, and
recognize the important roles played by non-government partners. Labour shortages in many
economies create an opportunity to match refugees with jobs and new communities to
welcome them.



Canada is building on the lessons learned from rapidly offering temporary residence to
Ukrainians to explore new humanitarian pathways for other populations in need of safe haven-
this is in addition to our refugee resettlement commitments.

In closing, Canada applauds and stands by the UNHCR and its staff around the world who are
playing a critical role in providing protection to those who need it most.




