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General Statement

Merci Madame la Présidente. Je tiens d’abord a remercier le Haut-Commissaire pour son allocution
d’ouverture, pour son leadership exceptionnel, et pour le dévouement inlassable du personnel du HCR
qui répond aux niveaux catastrophiques de déplacement mondial.

Le Canada demeure un partenaire engagé de |'Agence et des Etats accueillant des réfugiés, car nous
cherchons collectivement a répondre aux besoins des réfugiés, des personnes déplacées a l'intérieur de
leur pays et des apatrides. Tout en défendant les solutions des pays tiers, le Canada s'efforce de répondre
aux besoins des personnes touchées par les conflits et les catastrophes naturelles, ayant fourni plus de
1,4 milliard de dollars de financement d'aide humanitaire en 2022.

Néanmoins, alors que les crises prolongées s'aggravent, que de nouveaux conflits émergent, et que le
changement climatique entraine des catastrophes plus fréquentes et plus graves, nous nous faisons I'écho
de la préoccupation du Haut-Commissaire, a savoir que les besoins dépassent de loin les ressources
disponibles pour y répondre. Madame la Présidente, nous reconnaissons que nos partenaires doivent
prendre des décisions exceptionnellement difficiles afin d’établir des priorités.

Dans ce contexte, nous devons veiller a ce que les décisions restent fondées sur les besoins, tout en tenant
compte des personnes les plus vulnérables. Nous exhortons le HCR a redoubler d'efforts pour répondre
aux besoins spécifiques des femmes, des filles, des enfants et des jeunes, des personnes dont |'orientation
sexuelle, l'identité et I'expression de genre et les caractéristiques sexuelles sont différentes, et des
personnes vivant avec un handicap. Les déplacements forcés accentuent les vulnérabilités préexistantes
et la discrimination systémique, si bien que ce sont eux les plus fortement pénalisés.

Monsieur le Haut-Commissaire, a cet égard, le Canada soutient votre reconnaissance du fait que toutes
les personnes menacées de persécution méritent d'étre protégées.

Madame Chair,

Canada recognizes the enduring generosity of host communities and that alleviating the strain on their
resources and services is fundamental to our commitments under the Global Compact on Refugees. We
commend UNHCR’s efforts to leverage nexus opportunities with development actors and foster host
community resilience in a spirit of responsibility sharing. As part of this, Canada’s Together for Learning
Campaign and Charlevoix Education Initiative have brought together global stakeholders to help deliver
on the education needs of refugees and displaced children, especially girls, in conflict-affected countries.

Canada also remains committed to the principles of Good Humanitarian Donorship, and we are pleased
that our flexible and predictable funding allows the organisation to adapt quickly to evolving needs.



In looking forward to the Global Refugee Forum, Canada calls upon all stakeholders to reaffirm our
commitment to more equitable and predictable burden sharing; to strengthening comprehensive refugee
responses through targeted needs-based and gender responsive humanitarian assistance; to innovative
third country solutions; and to longer-term development investments to address root causes and support
refugee hosting states.

It is important to emphasize that now is not the time to backslide on the gains made in adopting equity,
anti-oppression, and anti-racist values in our work. We hope that when we meet again in December, our
pledges transcend borders and politics to create a future where no one is left behind, recognizing the
inherent value in upholding human rights for all.

Chair, our work to advance durable solutions must be underpinned by the meaningful inclusion of
refugees. And so | cede the floor to, Jaivet Ealom, the Refugee Advisor to the Canadian Delegation, on
behalf of the Refugee Advisory Network of Canada.

Refugee Advisor Speech
Thank you, Ambassador. Chair, High Commissioner, it is my honour to address you.

Through civil society consultations, establishing the Refugee Education Council, and ensuring
representation of persons with lived experience of forced displacement in Canada’s delegations, Canada
has been integrating refugee leadership into its engagements with you here today. | welcome the growing
number of refugee advisors on national delegations and appeal to everyone to strengthen this
engagement as a concerted effort towards inclusivity and accountability.

With the funding challenges noted by the High Commissioner, | believe that leveraging lived experience
and expertise of Refugee Led Organizations in the design and implementation of humanitarian programs
and policies can contribute to efficiency, cost effectiveness and legitimacy of the refugee responses. As a
result, | urge UNHCR to ensure the meaningful participation of refugees and host communities, through
the delivery of localised responses that are accountable to those they serve.

Furthermore, refugee-led organisations have played a critical role in designing and piloting the Economic
Mobility Pathways Program in Canada. These complementary pathways aiming to improve the economic
integration of skilled refugees is just one innovative example of harnessing transformative refugee
potential.

In closing, | would like to state that nobody has a bigger stake in ensuring reliable protection and advancing
durable solutions than the refugees themselves. | ask all of you present here also recognise the rich
cultural diversity, skills, talents, and experience that refugees can contribute to your societies and
economies.

Thank you, Chair.



