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UNHCR Registers
Liberian refugees

The UN Refugee Agency will
begin next manth registration for
Liberian refugees under a three-
year program to facilitate the
return of those wishing to go
back to Liberia.

Relief workers and agency part-
ners are being mobilized for the
registration in refugee camps in
Guinea, Sierra Leone, Cote
d'lvoire, Ghana and Nigeria
which host about 320,000 Libe-
rians.

Organized convoys are ex-
pected to begin repatriating Li-
berians on October 1st 2004 in
collaboration with other UN
agencies, local and international
relief organizations, the transi-
tional goverment of Liberia and
countries hosting refugeas.

Tripartite agreements between
UNHCR, Liberia and countries
of asylum are to be signed soon,
beginning with Guinea. The
agreements will provide the le-
gal framework for the repatria-
tion and spell out the rights and
obligations of the parties.

Since the departure of former
president Charles Taylor on
Aug. 11, 2003, tens of thou-
sands of Liberian refugees have
trickled back home in the coun-

try devastated by 14 years
of intermittent civil conflict.
Estimates provided by au-
thorities and relief workers
put the number of sponta-
neous returness  over
50,000, mainly in Lofa,
Nimba and Grand Cape
Mount counties. Close to
10,000 spontaneous re-
tumees. from Siema Leone
have been unable to pro-
ceed to their homes and

side the capital, Mon-
rovia. Many of these
|DPs will be returning at
the same time and i the
same places refugees
will be returning to.

UNHCR will work closely
with all UN, NGO and
govemment actors to
ensure all returnees are
treated equally and there
Is no discrimination upon

UWHCR staff carries oul registration of Liberian retumees

are temporarily sheltered in
camps as intemally dis-
placed people (IDPs),

There are some 400,000
IDPS, including 260,000 in
20 IDP camps mostly in
Montserrado  county out-

retum.

Moses Okello, UNHCR's
representative in Liberia,
said that in  general
peace prevails in the
country, citing the de-
ployment of 15,000
peacekeepers

LIBERIAN REFUGEES

'ea'_ hﬂnng.munmﬂs.

January 2004, there were around 350.000 Liberian refugees in the

'he largest number of refugees was in Guinea. which cared for 150,000; Cote
"Ivoire had 74,000; Sierra Leone, 67.200 and Ghana 42,500

d 60,000 in 2006.

ome 100,000 refugees are expected to return spontaneously or with UNHCR
onvoys this year. Another 150,000 refugees are likely to repatriate in 2003
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UNHCR Registers Liberian Refugees for Organized Repatriation

peacekeepers of the UN Mission in
Liberia (UNMIL) and the Disarma-
ment, Demobilitation, Rehabilitation
and Reintegration (DDRR) program
for former combatants. Rebel fighters
of Liberians United for the Restoration
of Demacracy (LURD) and the Move-
ment for Democracy in Liberia
(MODEL) have joined a transitional
govemnment under a peace agreement
signed on Aug. 18, 2003. Preparations
for elections on 14 October 2005 are
on track.

The UN involvement in the peace
process is unprecedented in Libera
and is sparking optimism among Libe-
rians, Okello says. The UN Mission in
Liberia (UNMIL) has a robust mandate
that includes powers to restore peace,
support disarmament, assist the tran-
sitional government in restructuring
the security sector and re-establish
national autharity.

But Okello wamed that the situstion
remained “delicate” and that the LN
refugee agency was simply

‘facilitating” the repatration of refu-
gees who have voluntarily decided to
go back to Liberia and needed assis-
tance.

“The retum conditions are not yet
there, but as the peace process conti-
nous, disarmament continues, we will
arrive at a point where we will be able
to say to refugees that it is indeed time
now to come home," Ckello said.

Refugees who
have returned to
Liberia have found
and litle or non- SRR
existent basic ser-

vices such as

health, education,

water and electricity. Although no ma-
jor confrontations have been reported
among various armed groups, insecu-
rty prevails in parts of the country,
where there is no UN troop presence.
Some retumees are finding their
homes occupied by former combat-
ants. Demobilized soldiers awaiting

e are 350000 Liverian
destroyed homes refugees in ﬂﬂlshhﬂﬂﬂg

implementation of the second phase
of the DDRR process — rehabilitation
and reintegration — are competing
with retumees for scarce jobs and as-
sistance. Some of these ex-fighters
are resorting to criminality.

But there are encouraging signs as
well. Farms are being cleared -and
planted. There are chickens and goats
in some backyards. Some schools and
clinics in scattered towns
have been repaired. Stand-
ing amid shaftered houses
are new ones being rebuilt,
with a fresh coat of paint and
corrugated iron roofs. Cities
such as Gbamnga, Voinjama
and Ganta which were de-
stroyed in recent fighting are
springing back to life.

Many uprooted people who are com-
ing back to practically nothing are sim-
ply saying that there is now peace,
Liberia is home and it is time to make
a fresh start.

Voluntary Repatriation Form

On registering, refugees will be given Voluntary Repatriation Form
(VRF), which will serve as the basic document for UNHCR s assis-
tance and protection in Liberia. The VRF establishes the identity of
 refugees, serves as a travel document and enables the holder to ac-
cess assistance and protection.

Returnees will be transported mainly by trucks. UNHCR and its
partners are repairing stretches of rutted roads and bridges along re-
patriation corridors and setting up transit centers and way stations
along overland corridors.

A repatriation convoy en-ronte to Sierra Leone

Air and sea transport will also be arranged for refugees in such areas as Ghana and Nigeria and those
originating from Conakry in Guinea and Freetown in Sierra Leone.

During repatriation, each refugee travelling by land or sea is allowed a maximum of 50 kg of belongings
and 30 kgs by air.
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Assistance Package

UNHCR and the World Food Pro-
gramme will provide an assistance
package for retuming refugees,
depending on family size, upon
presentation of the Voluntary Re-
patriation Form (VRF) or a valid
refugee card for those who have
returned spontaneously.

Each refugee will receive food sup-
ply from WFP for at least four
months possible in two installments
Supplementary programs, such as
“food support to local initiatives,”
are being drawn up to allow refu-
gees access to food until they have
become self-sufficient.

During the return movement,
bread, biscuits and cooked meals

will be provided to the travelers at as-
sembly points, way stations and tran-

bag.

Returnees going back to rural ares
will be given agricultural tools - two
hoes, two cutlasses, one axe and
one file,

UNHCR will open centers to dis-

. lribute repatriation packages to re-

Returnees will benefit frony assistance package

sit centers.

The standard repatriation package
includes plastic sheeting, jerry can,
kitchen utensils, blanket, mat, soap,
water bucket, lamp, sanitary kit, travel

turnees, including those who return
on their own, at Monrovia, Gba-
mga, Zwedru, Toe Town, Ganta,
Saclepea, Senequalle, Harper,
Pleebo ,Voinjama, ZorZor, Vahun,
Sinje Tubmanburg and Bopolu.

Renovation of the Sekonodu Public School, Lofa

As part of its reintegration and reha-
bilitation efforts, UNHCR has signed
agreement with Implementing pariners
amounting to more than US$10 Mil-
lion. These reintegration projects are
targeting the rehabilitation of schools,
ciinics, water points, community ser-
vices and sanitation facilities. For start
up reintegration projects UNHCR has
set aside close to US$2 million for
utilization in the Community Empower-
ment Projects (CEPs) that will provide
means of livelihood for both local resi-
dents and returnees in the rebuilding
of basic infrastructure, community
skills training centers, rice drying floor,

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

Reintegration

youth programs, fishing groups,
strengthening women groups, adult
literacy programs, community schools,
maintenance of feeder roads, peace
building efforts, community psycho-
social programmes environmental pro-
grams and advocacy against HIV/
AlDS.

UNHCR is supperting the Liberia Re-
patriation Reintegration Rehabilitation
Commission (LRRRC) cpen up offices
in all the counties to facilitate retumee
monitoring and protection follow-up.
NRC will be implementing a project to
assist UNHCR and LRRRC and other
local NGOs. to monitor the total num-
ber of returnees, both refugees and
IDPs, and to assess the specific
needs in the return communities and
to identify protection problems; includ-
ing. property disputes, ethnic tensions,
gender based violence and other hu-
man rights violations, LRRRC has al-
ready open regional offices in Sacle-
pea, Vonjama, Gbamnga, Harper,
Zwedru and Turmanburg.

In Lofa, Bong, Grand Cape, Nimba, Mon-
sterrado, Grand Gedeh and Maryland,
UNHCR, in collaboration with its partners,
has begun repaiing and rehabilitating
schools, clinics, water points and shelters
for the most vulnerable returmees.

In Ghorpolu UNHCR has funded the re-
building of the Totoquelleh village for 150
returnee and host families, The village was
razed two years ago during fighting in the
area. Although Maryland had been among
the last counties in the list of the UN's high
security risk, even before the deployment
of UN troops, repair and building of clinics,
schools and shelters have been going on
for some time.

Other agencies are moving forward with
their development plans.
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The disarmament program
started in the Monrovia area on
Dec. 7. It then moved on to
Gbargna in Bong county; Bu-
chanan in Grand Bassa; Tub-
manburg in Gbarpolu; VOA in
Montserrado outside the capi-
tal; and Zwedru, Tapeta and
Kpein covering Grand Gedeh,
Nimba, River Cess and Sinoe.

So far, some 60,000 combat- ®

ants have disarmed.

areas, payment of the second
installment has been delayed.
Various projects for the second
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Bad roads under the cument Ba

monsoon season have delayed
the official start of the pro-
gram in Lofa county, where
a cantonment site is being
set up in Voinjama, but scores
of combatants have been turn-
ing in weapons almost daily at
the Pakistani battalion head-
quarters. Demobilization at
Harper covering Maryland s
due to start in mid-August.

Each disarming combatant re-
ceives USS300 in two install-
ments — the second portien on
completion of a two-month ori-
entation course. But in many

UNMIL patrols camps hosting returnees/IDPs

part of the demobilization pro-
gram - rehabilitation and reinte-
gration —are in various stages of
planning and implementation.
UNHCR integration projects, for
example, also target ex-
combatants.

In other developments, UN Po-
lice Commissioner Mark Krosker
announced last month the start
of a program to train 3,500 offi-

Working Environment

cers for the new Liberian police
force with the first group of 150 re-

¢ruits undergoing both practical and

theoretical lessons over a
10-month period.

~ Kroeker says that US1 mil-
~ 255

~ lion is needed to restructure
_and equip the new Liberia
police service. The US gov-
emment has provided US
$500,000 for the retraining
of the new police service
and that half of those funds
have been used to improve
facilities and start the train-
ing process.

Also last month, the UN Security
Coordinator downgraded the secu-
rity alert in Sinoce, River Cess,
Grand Kru, River Gee and Mary-
land from phase 5 — the highest
state of preparedness — to phase
four which now prevails all over Li-
beria.

The downgrading enables the UN
refugee agency to open an office at
Harper for its operations in eastern
Liberia,

Location of UNHCR Offices in Liberia
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Overview of UNHCR Interventions

UNHCR OFFICE Fﬂuaaﬂm TUBMANBURG ARNGA
COUNTY (IES) Montserrado, Margibi, Grand  |Gbarpolu, Bomi, Grand Cape  |Bong
Bassa IMount
IGENERAL Activities in these counties areThe establishment of permanent  [The town of Gbamnga serves
covered by a dedicaled fieldpresence in the strategic town of |as an important transit point]
operation team in Maonrovia. Tubmanburg has made it possible Monroviz and other hin-
r UNHCR to access both the erland counties.
ain refurnee areas and the Bo
alerside border eniry paint.
SPONTANECUS o Walerside Grand Cape MounfUnconfirmed reports indicate

RETURNS Spontanecus returnees  from{County has been the busiest en
| -~V Sierra Leane continue fo  bejpoint so far with an estimated tha
transfemed to these camp. Solover 15,000 returnees crossin
far some 7,000 refurmee arefrom Sierra Leone. Those who can
hosted in the two camps. not return to their places of origi
nomes are transferred to camps |
Montserrada  County; currentl
there are 7,000 mostly from Lof:
Cotnly.

st of the activities are con-A 400 capacity transit facility hasgiOne transit centre has been
nirated in Montserrado Countypeen established at Bo Watersideconstructed in Gbamga and
nich has three refuges camps or relumees awaiting to be trans4another is to be constructed at

at large numbers of refumn-
have entered Bong mosilyl
om areas adiscent to the
order with Guinea. UNHCR
il work with partners to con-
irm these reports and initiate
ssistance.

WO returnee camps and over 15ported infand. Belefennal to cater for
IDP camps. A site has been refurnees proceeding to Lofa
dentified in Monrovia for' a 500 County,

pacity fransit centre o caler
or sea and air repatriation and
ansit overnighis.

_ Meeds are adequately covered

HEALTH NHCR implementing parinenUNHCR implementing partner hasby health agencles, HCR Is in
nd other agencies continue fojn consultation with UNICEF andidiscussion with pariners on

upport health activifies in PerﬁMinisty of Health identified 10ways to complement these.

Town and Seighbeh camps klinics for rehabilitation.

HCR has provided two ambu-

ances.
WATER AND UNHCR partner has identified  |UNHCR pariner has identified n infer-agency village
SANITATION 15wells for renabilitation in key 20 wells for rehabilitation/ ssessment is cngoing.

districts of Montserrade County  ponstruction. The programme Rehabilitation of water points
and will be involved in commu-  will also cover schools in Bomi andjand sanitation facilities will be

nity training and slab making for (Grand Cape Mount rried out in 5 primary
g _ individual family latrines. ools.
EDUCATION UNHCR and UNICEF have es riovity is being given to

tablished a primary school and JUNHCR partner has identified 7rehabilitaion of 5 primary
findergarten for relumee chilHprimary schools for rehabiitationschools with the highest

dren at Perry Town. 270 sftu-fncluding education offices in nroiment and support to the
dents have enrolled thus far.  [Tubmanburg and Roberisports Ministry of Education in
Programme will include supply offeorganizing the County
UNHCR partner is to rehabilitatelschool material, rapid education ucation management ieam.
7-schools in populous areas of  |programme and support to parent
Montserrado County with acher associations in collabora
community involvement. ion with UINICEF
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UNHCR Interventions by county

nave been registering daily
retumns in accessible
areas, An estimated that
aver 15,000 returnee have
returned to Nimba mostly
armiving from Guinea and
Cote d'lveire:

o Lofa, UNHCR will work

ith the National Red
Cross society to formally
register all the retumees in
Lofa county and jointly with
LERRRC monitor the
accessible border entry
points.

HARPER SACLEPEA VOINJAMA FWEDRU
17[';!Iar1_.d=e1m:l. Grand Kru, River  [Nimba, River Cess Lofa Grand Gendeh, Sinoe
ge
This region is still under secu-Most of River Cess County  [The county security phase UNHCR was among the
rity phase \ thus access bylis still not fully accessible; was down graded to phase first agencies to resume
UNHER staff has been limited UNHCR continues to IV in May enabling limited presence in Zwedru. Other
undertake monitaring and F resence. However DDRR agencies present include
assessment missions to as not commenced. UNMIL and OCHA.
accessible parts of the NHCR is the anly UN
County. ency with a presence in
Lofa apart from UNMIL.
So far reports indicate UNHCR and LRRRC
UNHCR, LRRRC and more than 20,000 continue to conduct
National Red Cross Society tumees have gone back missions in accessible

areas to monitor returnes
flows..

Two transit centars are to
be constructed in Harper
iand Pleebo to respond to
returnee flows.

(Canstruction of one transit
centre at Ganta is
completed. Four way
stations will be
constructed to cater for
retlimees.

Two transit centres are to
be constructed in Vioinjama
and Foya to cater for the
large numbers of retumees
expected in Lofa County.

The site for the transit
center has been identified
and a pariner engaged fo
construct and manage it.

Needs are adequately
covered by health
iagencies including support

5 clinics have been

identified for rehabilitation.

Intervention will include
galth ocutreach activities

Rehabilitation of § clinics
already in progress. A
UNHCR implementing
partner also operates one

elected schoolsin
sultation with UNICEF,

students/three teachers).

ifrom UNICEF. o support Vainjama ambulance provided by
Hospital. LUNHCR.
In the main areas of retum  |UNHCR implementing More than 54 hand pumps
more than 30 priority wells artner has completed an have been identified for
have been identified for ssessment in Lofa for rehabilitation in 13 priority
rehabilitation or mplementation of watsan villages and schools
construction. activities. without facilities plus
training of water
commitiees with UNICEF.
10 schools have been 28 schools have been
identified for rehabilitation.  [UNHCR has signed an identified by the
LUNHCR is supporting a agreement with a partner community and local
school for refugee and IDP for rehabilitation of 10 authorities as priority
children in Saclepea (150 schools in Lofa. projects

This decument does not necessarily reflect the official position of the United Nations




