
Selection of photography books and humanitarian action. 
= Sélection de livres de photographies sur les réfugiés 

et l’action humanitaire. 
 
This reference list indicates photography books about refugees and 
humanitarian action available in the UNHCR library. They represent 
portraits and photographies illustrating various situations that 
refugees and internally displaced persons have gone through, showing 
living conditions, refugee camps and health problems but also efforts 
made and programmes set up by the humanitarian organisations1.  
 
Cette liste de notices bibliographiques référence des livres de 
photographies sur les réfugiés et l’action humanitaire, pouvant être 
consultés à la bibliothèque de l’UNHCR. Ces derniers sont constitués de 
portraits et de photographies illustrant les diverses situations vécues 
par les réfugiés et les personnes déplacées, telles que les conditions 
de vie, les camps, les problèmes de santé, ainsi que les efforts et les 
programmes mis en place par les organisations humanitaires. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The United Nations and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
 
 
A global affair: an inside look at the United Nations / Janello, A. 
(ed.); Jones, B. (ed.). - New York (NY) : Jones and Janello, 1995. - 304 
p.: ill. 
ISBN : 0-9646322-0-9 
 

                                                           

INDEX TERMS : refugees; children; League of Nations; international armed 
conflict; human rights; international cooperation; peace efforts; civil 
servants; international security; developing countries; emergency relief 
programmes; history; NGOs; UN specialized agencies; UN system; 
photographs 
 
 
The Nansen Refugee Award / Merheb, N. (ed.). - Geneva : UNHCR, 2002. - 
75 p. : ill. 
With a preface by Ruud Lubbers. 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; internally displaced persons; asylum seekers; 
history; Nansen Office; international assistance; exile; protection; 
integration; armed conflict; UNHCR; League of Nations; UN; Red Cross; 
IRO; durable solutions; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : world 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Bibliography created by Soraya Ada-Nouristani and illustrated by Ludivine 
Martins in November 2004. 



 
 
Sergio Viera de Mello : an exceptional man / Gordon-Lennox, G.; 
Stevenson, A. - Geneva : Tricorne, 2004/06. - 143 p. : photos, annexe 
French title : Sergio Vieira de Mello : un homme exceptionnel 
ISBN : 282930271-0 
 
INDEX TERMS : peace building; peace efforts; UN Commission on Human 
Rights; peacekeeping forces; human rights activists; conflict 
resolution; belief systems; OHCHR; UNHCR; biographies; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Timor-Leste; Cambodia; Yugoslavia; Kosovo; 
Bangladesh; Sudan; Cyprus; Mozambique; Congo; Rwanda; Lebanon; Iraq 
 
 
Uno strumento di pace: Da quarant'anni l'ACNUR a fianco dei rifugiati = 
An instrument of peace: For forty years, UNHCR alongside refugees = Un 
instrument de paix: Depuis quarante ans, le HCR aux côtés des réfugiés = 
Un instrumento de paz: ACNUR, cuarenta años al lado de los refugiados / 
Alto Commissariato delle Nazioni Unite per i Rifugiati. - Roma : 
Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri. Dipartimento per l'informazione e 
l'editoria, 1991. - 285 p. : ill., maps, bibl., tab. - (Quaderni di Vita 
Italiana / Rolando, S. (ed.) 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; history; asylum; international protection; 
international assistance; durable solutions; UNHCR; former 
organizations; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Europe; Africa; Asia; Central America 
 
 
AFRICA: 
 
 
Afrikas Kinder : die Opfer von Politik, Gewalt and Gleichgültigkeit 
Berichte und Bilder / Michler, W.; Ulutunçok, G. - Wuppertal : Peter 
Hammer, 1994. - 171 p. : photos 
In Anerkennung und Hochachtung den SOS-Kinderörfern in Afrika Gewidmet 
ISBN : 3-87294-612-9 
 
INDEX TERMS : children; Africans; victims of conflict; famine; political 
conflict; violence; developing countries; photographies 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Somalia; Ethiopia; Eritrea; Mozambique; Sierra 
Leone; Liberia 
 
 
One day we had to run : refugee children tell their stories in words and 
paintings / Wilkes, S. - London : Evans Brothers; UNHCR; Save the 
Children, 1994. - 61 p. : index, ill. 
ISBN : 0-237-51489-3 
 
INDEX TERMS : child refugees; unaccompanied minors; testimonies; refugee 
experiences; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Sudan; Somalia; Ethiopia 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dust to dust: a doctor's view of famine in Africa / Heiden, D. - 
Philadelphia (PA) : Temple University Press, 1992. - 209 p. : ill., 
maps. - (Visual Studies / Harper, D. (ed.)) 
ISBN : 0-87722-912-0 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; Ethiopians; famine; refugee camps; medical 
treatment; health services; emergency relief operations; medical 
personnel; NGOs; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Sudan 
 
 
Kakuma, Turkana : dueling struggles : Africa's forgotten peoples / Cheng 
Yang, D. - United States of America : Pangaea, 2002. - 46 p. ; ill. 
Foreword by the Dalai Lama ; introduction by Saber Azam 
ISBN : 1-929165-50-1 
 
INDEX TERMS : photographs; indigenous groups; refugees; civil war; 
refugee camps; children; women refugees; cultural identity; Africans 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Kenya; Sudan; East Africa 
 
 
A sense of common ground / Sheikh, F. - First Scalo Ed. - Zurich 
(Switzerland); New York (NY) : Scalo, 1996. - 80 p.: ill. 
ISBN : 1-1881616-51-7 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; returnees; refugee camps; UNHCR; border camps; 
refugee experiences; urban refugees; testimonies; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Sudan; Ethiopia; Somalia; Mozambique; Rwanda; Kenya 
 
 
Who am I? Refugee voices / Christen-Morris, G. - New York (NY) : Vantage 
Press, 1987. - 138 p. : ill., bibl. 
ISBN : 0-533-07094-X 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; history; child refugees; Afghans; resettlement; 
causes of flight; safety of refugees; compassion fatigue; refugee 
experiences; literature; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Africa 
 
 
AMERICAS: 
 
 
Fire from the sky: Salvadoran children's drawings / Vornberger, W. 
(ed.). - New York (NY) : Writers and Readers, 1986. - 63 p. : ill. 
ISBN : 0-86316-123-5 
 
INDEX TERMS : Salvadorans; child refugees; victims of war; children; 
refugee camps; civil war; violence; human rights violations; 
psychotherapy; non-verbal communication; refugee experiences; 
photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Central America; El Salvador 
 
 
 



 
 
Forced out: The agony of the refugee in our time / Kismaric, C.; 
Shawcross, W. - New York (NY) : Human Rights Watch; J.M. Kaplan Fund, 
1989. - 191 p. : ill., bibl., tabl., maps 
ISBN : 0-679-72347-1 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; asylum seekers; causes of flight; freedom of 
movement; demography; xenophobia; refugee experiences; refugee 
placement; refugee camps; country of origin; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Eastern Europe; Central America 
 
 
Illegal :seeking the American dream / Anastos, P.; French, C. - New York 
(NY) : Rizzoli International Publications, 1991. - 128 p. : ill., maps 
Photographs by Phillip Anastos 
ISBN : 0-8478-1367-3 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; illegal immigrants; unaccompanied minors; border 
crossers; Mexicans; flight; refugee experiences; influx deterrence; 
holding centres; Red Cross; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : United States 
 
 
This promised land, El Salvador: The refugee community of Colomoncagua 
and their return to Morazán / Cagan, B.; Cagan, S. - New Brunswick (NJ); 
London : Rutgers University Press, 1991. - 200 p. : ill., maps, annexes, 
bibl. 
Photographs by Steve Cagan 
ISBN : 0-8135-1679-X 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; Salvadorans; causes of flight; exodus; refugee 
camps; refugee experiences; communities; refugee/local community 
relations; living conditions; safety of refugees; voluntary 
repatriation; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : El Salvador; Honduras 
 
 
ASIA: 
 
 
Afghan embroidery / Dupaigne, B.; Cousin, F. - Lahore (Pakistan); 
Rawalpindi (Pakistan); Karachi (Pakistan) : Ferozsons, 1993. - 136 p.: 
maps, photos 
Photography and layout by Roland Paiva assisted by Mateo Paiva and 
production by Philippe Labreveux (UNHCR) 
ISBN : 969-0-10143-9 
 
INDEX TERMS : Afghans; women; culture; arts; photographs; clothing 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Afghanistan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Beyond the killing fields / Hall, K.R.; Getlin, J. - Hong Kong : Asia 
2000, 1992. - 216 p. : ill., maps 
Photographs by Kari René Hall 
ISBN : 0-89381-505-5 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; displaced persons; de facto refugees; 
Cambodians; civil war; border camps; armed attacks on camps; living 
conditions; UNBRO; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Thailand; Cambodia 
 
 
Les enfants de l'espoir : l'histoire des enfants réfugiés du Tibet / 
Föllmi, D.; Föllmi, O. - Paris : De La Martinière Jeunesse, 1996/09. - 
61 p. : ill., maps, col. 
ISBN : 2-7324-2214-2 
 
INDEX TERMS : Tibetans; refugees; children; minority groups; history; 
migration; exile; receiving country; teaching materials; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : China; India 
 
 
Fighters, refugees, immigrants: a story of the Hmong / Goldfarb, M. - 
Minneapolis (MN) : Carolrhoda Books, 1982. - 40 p. : ill., maps 
ISBN : 0-87614-197-1 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; Hmong; Laotians; medical personnel; child care; 
causes of flight; volunteers; refugee camps; literature; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Thailand 
 
 
God cried / Clifton, T.; Leroy, C. - London; New York (NY); Melbourne 
(Australia) : Quartet Books, 1983. - 141 p. : ill. 
Photographs. 
ISBN : 0-7043-2375-3 
 
INDEX TERMS : Palestinians; Lebanese; armed conflict; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Lebanon 
 
 
Return, Afghanistan = Retour, Afghanistan / Zalmaï. - Geneva : UNHCR ; 
New York (NY) : Aperture Foundation, 2004. - 120 p. : photos 
Foreword by Ruud Lubbers, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
and essay by Ron Moreau 
ISBN : 1-9-31788-49-9 
 
INDEX TERMS : returnees; voluntary repatriation; returning residents; 
reconstruction; humanitarian assistance; photographs; Afghans; UNHCR 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Afghanistan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Southeast Asians: a new beginning in Lowell / Higgins, J.; Ross, J. - 
Lowell (MA) : Mill Town Graphics, 1986. - 131 p. : ill. 
Photographs by James Higgins 
ISBN : 0-914613-04-9 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; Indo-Chinese; Laotians; Vietnamese; Kampucheans; 
resettlement; social integration; cultural integration; adaptation; 
photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : United States; Indo-China 
 
 
Voyage dans les rêves des enfants de la frontière / Decrop, V. (ed.). - 
Paris : Editions Hervas, 1988. - 128 p. : ill. 
ISBN : 2-903118-44-2 
 
INDEX TERMS : child refugees; Kampucheans; refugee camps; border camps; 
refugee experiences; NGOs; visual arts 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Thailand 
 
 
Wrapped in the Wind's Shawl: refugees of Southeast Asia and the Western 
World / Stone, S.C.; McGowan, J.E. - San Rafael (CA) : Presidio Press, 
1982. - 138 p. : annexes, bibl., tabl., ill., maps 
ISBN : 0-89141-107-0 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; boat people; Indo-Chinese; Vietnamese; asylum; 
resettlement; government policy; history; causes of flight; exodus; 
country of first asylum; refugee camps; refugee experiences; 
international cooperation; NGOs; photographs; statistical data 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : South East Asia; Thailand; Singapore; Hong Kong 
 
 
EUROPE: 
 
 
Aventures en terre d'asile: les réfugiés / Office central suisse d'aide 
aux Réfugiés. - Genève : Papiers Gras; Centre Marignac; Maison des 
Jeunes et de la Culture de Saint-Gervais, 1989. - 69 p. 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; visual arts; literature 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Switzerland 
 
 
Bring forth the children: a journey to the forgotten people of Europe 
and the Middle East / Brynner, Y. - New York (NY); Toronto (Canada); 
London : McGraw-Hill, 1960. - 152 p. : ill. 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; child refugees; persecution; refugee camps; 
literature; non-government sponsorship; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Europe; Middle East 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Droit d'asile / Soulier, G. - Paris : France Terre d'Asile, 1986. - 55 
p. : ill. 
Photos by Hervé Gloaguen 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; right of asylum; refugee processing centres; 
vocational training; photographs; NGOs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : France 
 
 
A journey home : the humanitarian challenge in Kosovo / Caux, H. (ed.). 
- Geneva : UNHCR, 2002. - 149 p. : map, ill. 
Available at UNHCR, Geneva 
ISBN : 92-1-101031-4 
 
INDEX TERMS : exodus; UN agencies; population; country of origin 
conditions; reconstruction; ethnic groups; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Yugoslavia 
 
 
Kosovar women : a collection of images = Femrat kosovare :  kolekcion i 
fotografive = Zene Kosova : kolekcija fotografija / Caux, H. (ed.). - 
Geneva : UNHCR, 2002. - ill. 
 
INDEX TERMS : photographs; women; violence; war; reconstruction; refugee 
experiences; return migration 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Yugoslavia 
 
 
An open window on Sarajevo = Une fenêtre ouverte sur Sarajevo / United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. - Geneva : UNHCR, 1997. - 61 
p. : ill. 
 
INDEX TERMS : civilian population; victims of war; ethnic conflict; 
living conditions; humanitarian assistance; emergency relief supplies; 
UNHCR; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 
UNIVERSAL: 
 
 
An album of war refugees / Koral, A. - New York (NY) : Franklin Watts, 
1989. - 96 p. : ill., bibl. 
ISBN : 0-531-10765-5 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; Armenians; Palestinians; Afghans; Russians; 
Africans; South East Asians; Central Americans; Korean minorities; 
children; victims of war; armed conflict; civil war; world wars; 
photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Democratic People's Republic of Korea; Republic of 
Korea; South East Asia; Palestine; Afghanistan; Central America; USSR; 
Africa 
 
 
 



 
 
Chocs & bouleversements = Tremors & shocks / United Nations. Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. - Geneva : OCHA, 1995/02. - 77 
p. : ill. 
Text in French and in English. Book published for a Geneva exhibition 
(6-26 October 1997) 
 
INDEX TERMS : photographs; women; human rights; war; children; famine; 
natural disasters; elderly; refugees; displaced persons; landmines 
 
 
Chronique de l'exil: 1951-1991 / Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies 
pour les Réfugiés. - Genève : HCR, 1991. - 124 p. : ill. 
ISBN : 92-1-200200-5 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; history; exile; refugee experiences; UNHCR; 
photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Universal 
 
 
Flight and exile in art / Concolato, J.-C.; Hojda, Z.; Klápste, J.; 
Konecný, L.; Pehe, J.; Prahl, R.; Raimanová, I.; Seifertová, H. - 
Prague : UNHCR, 2002. - 104 P. : ill. 
French title: Fuite et exil dans l'art 
ISBN : 80-238-8859-5 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; UNHCR; artists; exiles; exile; flight; history; 
persecution; international aid; protection; photographs 
 
 
Flucht: 50 Millionen Menschen ohne Heimat / Signum. - Kilchberg 
(Switzerland) : Stemmle, 1997. - 207 p. : ill. 
With textes from J. Kumin, H.C. Buch and M. Sealz. In collaboration with 
Caritas International, Deutsches Rotes Kreuz, Deutsche Stiftung für UNO-
Flüchtlingshilfe E.V., Deutsche Welthungerhilfe, Pro Asyl, UNHCR, World 
Vision. 
ISBN : 3-908162-79-3 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; asylum seekers; internally displaced persons; 
civilian population; women; children; victims; armed conflict; flight;  
detention; refugee camps; genocide; health; landmines; humanitarian 
assistance; armed forces; police; UN; photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Rwanda; Liberia; Sierra Leone; Russian Federation; 
Germany; Yugoslavia; Poland; Cuba; Mexico; Sri Lanka; Afghanistan 
 
 
Images of exile: 1951-1991 / United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. - Geneva : UNHCR, 1991. - 124 p. : ill. 
ISBN : 92-1-100360-1 
 
INDEX TERMS : refugees; history; exile; refugee experiences; UNHCR; 
photographs 
GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS : Universal 
 
 


