
    

 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS OF PEOPLE ON THE MOVE:  
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

 
Call for papers: 

Deadline: January 30, 2009 
  

The Human Rights University Network - Sur and the UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees) invites all interested parties to send in their contributions for the Special Issue of 
the Sur Journal on Human Rights of People on the Move: Migrants and Refugees (nº 10, first 
semester of 2009). 
  
Sur - International Journal on Human Rights is published twice a year, distributed free of 
charge to approximately 2,700 readers in over 100 countries. It is edited in three languages: 
English, Portuguese and Spanish and can also be accessed online at http://www.surjournal.org. 
 
The Journal aims at disseminating a Global Southern perspective on human rights and to 
facilitate exchange among professors and activists from the Global South without disregarding 
contributions from other regions. 
 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF PEOPLE ON THE MOVE: MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
The constant migration flows – both in the North and the South – as well as the growth and  
worsening of situations of vulnerability, violence and xenophobia, make this one of the most 
urgent topics in the human rights agenda. In this context, Sur Journal invites all authors to 
contribute to the debate about human rights of people who, for several reasons, leave their 
places of residence.    
 

I. 1. MIGRANTS: New policies regarding migration control: as a reaction to the constant 
migration flows, the rise in unemployment, economic crisis, as well as social and ethnical 
conflicts, States and regional groups have recently been adopting  migration policies that 
make distinctions between regional and extra-regional migrants, and adopt  increasingly 
aggressive measures to restrain and discourage the flows of people into their countries . 
Sur Journal invites authors to analyze the consequences of these new tendencies. . It 
also invites authors to explore the possibilities of using global and regional human rights 
mechanisms to promote their reform.   
 
I. 2. MIGRANTS: The protection of migrants’ human rights under the universal and 
regional systems: the process of ratifying the International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (1990) was 
particularly slow and the efforts undertaken by its monitoring Committee (working since 
2006) continue, until today to be practically unknown of by a large part of the human 
rights movement. Sur Journal invites all authors to analyze the relevance of this 
International Convention in protecting the rights of migrants.  
 
II. 1. ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES: Restricting asylum policies and the protection 
of refugees’ human rights: despite the fact that conflicts and humanitarian crisis keep 



    

on generating great flows of refugees (11.4 million in 2007), some States have adopted 
policies that aim at restricting the right every person has to seek and receive asylum,  a 
menace to the effective protection of asylum seekers and refugees. Sur Journal invites all 
authors to analyze these new policies, as well as their  implementation by States that 
receive refugees – in the Global South and the Global North – and their  impact on  the 
fundamental rights of refugees. Articles that analyze the response given by regional 
human rights protection systems to these policies are also welcome.  
 
II. 2. ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES: Mixed migration flows: the immediate 
identification of the people that need international protection must be a key-element in the 
institutional design of entrance systems and border control. Refugees frequently are part 
of the so called “mixed migration flows”, i.e., movements that include people who need 
international protection and others that are not in the same situation. UNHCR’s and 
States’ fundamental interest must be to guarantee, in these cases, the international 
protection of those people that require such protection. The recent restrictive migration 
policies (topics I.1 and II.2) can often  affect, simultaneously, the human rights of 
migrants and those of refugees. We invite all authors to analyze the phenomenon of the 
mixed migration flows and their impact on  the human rights of migrants and refugees.    
 
II. 3. ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES: The role of UNHCR: in the current international 
context, the UNHCR faces increasing difficulties to put into practice an effective 
protection of refugees as a consequence of the restrictive interpretation of the right to 
asylum, the permanent growth in the number of refugees and displaced persons, and 
limited financial resources. Sur Journal invites authors to analyze the effectiveness of the 
measures that have been adopted by the agency to face these challenges.  
 
III. FORCED DISPLACEMENT: the number of internally displaced people – mostly in the 
countries of the Global South – continues to rise (the UNHCR estimates that there are 
currently between 20 and 25 million internally displaced people). The celebration of the 
10th anniversary of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (1998) represents an 
appropriate moment to evaluate the international community’s capacity to react to this 
phenomenon, and to protect its victims quickly and effectively.  We invite all authors to 
submit articles commenting on this evaluation.   
  
IV. HUMAN TRAFFICKING: during the past few years, we have also seen an increase in   
human trafficking and the adoption of punitive international norms. However, the 
normative advances have been restricted to the protection of victims instead of defining 
more clearly the obligations of countries of origin, transit and destination.  It may occur 
that some of these victims or potential victims of trafficking fulfill the requirements needed 
to be recognized as refugees. Therefore, States must guarantee that these people have 
access to their territories and to the procedures of asylum seeking, and to receive 
protection if their appeal satisfies the requirements. We invite authors to analyze these 
topics, and to present results of studies regarding the reach and characteristics of this 
offense, as well as of the  protection of victims, including  international protection.  
 
V. MIGRATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - A human rights topic?: migrations have an 
important impact on the economy of countries of origin and destination. The analysis of 
immigrants’ r contributions to the social security system, the brain drain, or the impact of 



    

remittance to their families, are usually considered under an exclusively economic 
perspective. These situations are in many ways related to the  protection and fulfilment of 
human rights; they also could be opportunities to create citizenship and to empower 
migrants. We invite all authors to analyse  the relations between migrations and 
economic development through a human rights perspective and suggest new approaches 
to these phenomena .  

 
The topics above were chosen as examples;  articles that analyze other topics related to the main 
theme of this issue will also be welcome.  
  
The selected articles in Spanish and Portuguese that are not published by Sur Journal due to lack 
of space  may be published – according to UNHCR – in the UNHCR website in Spanish and 
Portuguese.    
 
The articles, studies and papers proposed will be published with the following phrase: “The 
opinions expressed in this document belong to the author and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) or those of the United Nations. 
UNHCR’s guidelines and standards may be consulted on www.acnur.org and www.unhcr.org.” 
 
 
FORMAT  
Contributions should be sent in electronic form (MS Word format) to surjournal@surjournal.org 
and should follow these guidelines: 
-Between 7,000 and 10,000 words.  
-Concise footnotes. (Please find at the end of this text the rules for citation.) 
-Short biography of author (maximum of 50 words). 
-Abstract (no more than 150 words), including keywords for the required bibliographical 
classification. 
-Date when the paper was written.  
 
Only submissions received by January 30, 2009 will be considered for issue No. 9 (first semester 
2009). Articles received after that date will be considered for subsequent issues. 

 
*** 

 
RULES OF CITATION/REGRAS DE CITAÇÃO/REGLAS DE CITACIÓN: 

 
I. Notas al pie de página: 
La Revista Sur adopta notas al pie explicativas y no de bibliografía. Notas al pie deben ser  en 
general observaciones o modificaciones al texto. Las referencias a otros textos y libros 
recomendados deben estar en la bibliografía.  
Excepción: Delante la necesidad de citar un autor en las notas al pie, la primera citación debe ser 
completa.  
 
Books/Livros/Libros:  
Primera citación: 
HABERMAS, J. Die neue Unübersichtlichkeit. Frankfurt: Editora Suhrkamp, 120 p., 1985, p. 1.  
Otras citaciones:  



    

HABERMAS, 1985, p. 1.  
 
Papers published in books/Artigos publicados em livros/Artículos publicados en libros:  
Primera citación: 
DALARI BUCCI, M. P. Buscando um conceito de políticas públicas para a concretização dos 
direitos humanos. In: BUCCI et al (org.). Direitos humanos e políticas públicas. São Paulo: 
Pólis, 120 p., 2001, p. 5-13. 
Otras citaciones: 
DALARI BUCCI, 2001, p. 5-13.  
 
Papers published in journals/Artigos publicados em periódicos/Artículos publicados en 
revistas:  
Primera citación: 
PIOVESAN, F. Direitos econômicos, sociais e culturais e direitos políticos. Sur: Revista 
Internacional de Direitos Humanos, São Paulo, v. 1, n. 1, p. 21-47, 2005, p. 23. 
CHARNOVITZ, S. & WICKHAM, J. Non-governmental organizations and the original international 
trade regime. Journal of World Trade, v. 29, n. 5, p. 111-22, 1995, p. 115. 
Otras citaciones: 
PIOVESAN, 2005, p. 23.  
CHARNOVITZ & WICKHAM, 1995, p. 115.  
 
Eletronic resources/Documentos retirados da internet/Documentos extraídos de internet:  
Primera citación: 
DUNOFF, J. Mission impossible: resolving the WTO's trilemma, 2003. 
Otras citaciones: 
DUNOFF, 2003, p. 3.  
 
Governmental resources/Documentos governamentais/Documentos gubernamentales:  
BRASIL, Secretaria de Direitos Humanos, 1995, p. 3.  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Bureau of African Affairs, 23 Mar. 2006.  
 
Thesis/Teses/Teses:  
Primera citación: 
IKAWA, D. Concepção de ser humano e direito à redistribuição: O caso da ação afirmativa 
(Tese de Doutorado). São Paulo: Universidade de São Paulo, 2006, p. 203.  
Otras citaciones: 
IKAWA, 2006, p. 203.   
 
Laws/Leis/Leyes:  
BRASIL. Lei n. 7716, de 5 de jan. de 1989, art. 5º.  
BRAZIL. Act n. 7716, 5 Jan. 1989, art. 5º. 
 
Judicial cases/decisões judiciais/Decisiones judiciales:  
Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Velásquez Rodríguez v. Honduras. Sentence, 29 July 
1998, par. 7.  
BRASIL. Superior Tribunal de Justiça, Acórdão em ação recisória n. 12. José Silva v. Estado de 
São Paulo. DJ, 20 de nov. de 2004, par. 10.  
 



    

Newspaper/Jornal/Diario:  
Primera citación: 
SCHWARTZ, New York Times, 23 Mar. 2006, National, p. 3.  
Otras citaciones: 
SCHWARTZ, 2006, p. 3.   
 
II. Bibliografía:  
Por favor, no agregue referencias bibliográficas a las notas al pie de página (la única excepción 
es la indicada anteriormente). Por favor, incluya referencias completas en la Bibliografía al final 
del texto. 
 
Books/Livros/Libros:  
HABERMAS, J. Die neue Unübersichtlichkeit. Frankfurt: Editora Suhrkamp,120 p., 1985.  
 
Papers published in books/Artigos publicados em livros/Artículos publicados en libros:  
DALARI BUCCI, M. P. Buscando um conceito de políticas públicas para a concretização dos 
direitos humanos. In: BUCCI et al (org.). Direitos humanos e políticas públicas. São Paulo: 
Pólis, 120 p., 2001. 
HOWSE, R. The legitimacy of the World Trade Organization. In: Coicaud, J. and Heiskanen, V. 
(org.). The legitimacy of international organizations. Tokyo: United Nations University Press, 
120 p., 2001. 
 
Papers published in journals/Artigos publicados em periódicos/Artículos publicados en 
revistas:  
PIOVESAN, F. Direitos econômicos, sociais e culturais e direitos políticos. Sur: Revista 
Internacional de Direitos Humanos, São Paulo, v. 1, n. 1, p. 21-47, 2005. 
CHARNOVITZ, S. & WICKHAM, J. Non-governmental organizations and the original international 
trade regime. Journal of World Trade, v. 29, n. 5, p. 111-22, 1995. 
 
Eletronic resources/Documentos retirados da internet/Documentos extraídos de internet:  
DUNOFF, J. Mission impossible: resolving the WTO's trilemma, 2003. Available at: < 
http://www.law.berkeley.edu >. Access on: 23 Jan. 2005.  
DUNOFF, J. Mission impossible: resolving the WTO's trilemma, 2003. Disponível em: 
<http://www.law.berkeley.edu>. Acesso em: 23 de jan. de 2005.  
DUNOFF, J. Mission impossible: resolving the WTO's trilemma, 2003. Disponible en: < 
http://www.law.berkeley.edu >. Acceso en: 23 de enero de 2005.  
 
Governmental resources/Documentos governamentais/Documentos gubernamentales:  
BRASIL. Secretaria de Direitos Humanos. Relatório sobre Educação em Direitos Humanos. 
Brasília: SEFOR, 1995.  
United States of America. Bureau of African Affairs. Niger: Background notes. Available at: < 
http://www.state.gov/p/af/ci/ng/ >. Access on: 23 Mar. 2006.  
 
Thesis/Teses/Teses:  
IKAWA, D. Concepção de ser humano e direito à redistribuição: O caso da ação afirmativa 
(Tese de Doutorado). São Paulo: Universidade de São Paulo, 2006, 203 p.  
 
Laws/Leis/Leyes:  



    

BRASIL. Constituição da República Federativa do Brasil de 5 de out. de 1988. São Paulo: 
Saraiva, 1990, art. 5º.  
BRASIL. Lei n. 7716, de 5 de jan. de 1989. Disponível em: <https://legislacao.planalto.gov.br>. 
Acesso em: 21 de mar. de 2006.  
BRAZIL. Act n. 7716, 5 Jan. 1989. Available at: <https://legislacao.planalto.gov.br>. Access on: 
21 Mar. 2006.  
 
Judicial cases/decisões judiciais/Decisiones judiciales:  
Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Velásquez Rodríguez v. Honduras. Sentence, 29 July 
1998. 
BRASIL. Superior Tribunal de Justiça, Acórdão em ação rescisória n. 12. José Silva v. Estado 
de São Paulo. DJ, 20 de nov. de 2004.  
 
Newspaper/Jornal/Diario:  
SCHWARTZ, J. Big, maybe ugly, but their role heroic. New York Times, 23 Mar. 2006, National.  


