
Refugee  
education

Around half of the world’s refugees are children 
under 18 years of age. They often miss school 
for long periods, in some cases years, which 
puts them at risk of missing out on education. 
This can affect them for the rest of their lives. 

So where do refugee children live? 

Ask your pupils to name countries they think  most 
refugee children live in.

Have a class discussion and try to narrow down the 
list to a top five list of countries hosting refugee 
children. 

Next, show them this map and discuss the top 
host countries for refugee children (Lebanon, 
Pakistan, Sudan, Turkey, Uganda). Where do the 
refugees in these countries come from? 

Watch the videos Where do refugees come from? 
and Where do refugees go? and discuss. 

Most refugees, almost 9 out of 10, are in developing 
countries. Ask you pupils what they think about 
this situation. 

Source: UNHCR report ‘Stepping Up: Refugee  Education in Crisis’, 2019 
Find more facts and figures on refugee children on www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees.html#facts
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Very few refugee children go to secondary 
school. Around 6 in 10  go to primary, but just 1 
in 5 go to secondary school, and only 3% will go 
to a university or other higher education 
institution later in life. 

Ask your pupils to imagine they have to flee 
their country because of war or persecution. 

Which country  would they go to? Have them 
write down a country. (cf. Australia, Belgium, 
France, Turkey, ...). 

Have them look up on the internet if they can 
apply to go to school in that country.  Can they  
find information in a language they understand?  
Can they find out which subjects they can study 
(cf. languages, science, engineering, arts, ...). 

If they cannot find out where to go to school, 
what would they do? Would they look for work? 
Would they try and do other activities? 

As an extra exercise, watch Syrian refugee 
Omar’s story. Find out what he did when he  
could not go to school when his family fled to 
Jordan at the 2:00 minute mark.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrR5hwp45mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NM3n3dZzw_w
http://www.unhcr.org/teaching-about-refugees.html#facts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKM1GKfm7ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKM1GKfm7ec



