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2021 UNHCR Regional Consultations with NGOs 
Annex: Mapping of existing NGO advocacy 

 

Organisation 
Type of 

advocacy 
Details Partnerships 

Amnesty 

International 

Press release EU: Independent Monitoring 
Mechanism on EU borders must 
ensure fundamental rights and 
accountability, 6/11/20 (link) 

 

Bulgarian Helsinki 

Committee 

Monitoring 

report 

Annual border monitoring report 
for 2019, 30/04/20 (link) 

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 

UNHCR, General Directorate 
Border Police (GDBP) 

Border Violence 

Monitoring Network 

Monitoring 

report 

The Black Book of Push-backs, 
18/12/20 (link) 

 

Trend analysis Torture and cruel, inhumane, or 
degrading treatment of refugees 
and migrants in Croatia in 2019, 

15/01/2020 (link) 

Human Rights Watch,  Are You 
Syrious / Centre for Peace 
Studies, Amnesty International, 

Border Violence Monitoring 

Position paper New pact on migration: policy 
analysis, 12/11/20 (link) 

 

Caritas Europe Position paper Caritas Europa’s analysis and 
recommendations on the 
EU Pact on Migration and 
Asylum, 12/21 (link) 

 

Centre for Peace 
Studies Zagreb 

Discussion with 
key 
stakeholders 

- Active communication with 
MEPs 
- Submission of multiple reports 

about the situation in Croatia 
followed by demands and 
recommendations. 
- November 2020: meeting with 

the EC to share knowledge with 
regard to the human rights 
violations of refugees and other 

migrants in Croatia and 
recommendations for the 
establishment of independent 
monitoring mechanism 

 

Churches´Commission 
for Migrants in Europe  

Discussion with 
key 
stakeholders 

Liaison with MEPs  

 Joint comments on Pact   

Crisis Response and 
Policy Centre Serbia 
(CRPS) 

Trend analysis Between Closed Borders – Joint 
agency paper on refugees and 
migrants in Serbia in 2019, 2020 
(link) 

CRPS, Humanitarian Center for 
Integration 
and Tolerance (HCIT), UNHCR  

Danish Refugee 
Council (DRC) 

Monitoring 
report 

Border violence snapshots (link 
to BiH reports)  

 

Press release Turning rhetoric into reality: 
New monitoring mechanism at 
European borders should ensure 
fundamental rights and 
accountability, 10/11/20(link) 

DRC, Amnesty International, 

Human Rights Watch, ECRE, 
International Rescue Committee, 
Oxfam International, Refugee 

Rights Europe, Save the 
Children 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/11/eu-independent-monitoring-mechanism-on-eu-borders-must-ensure-fundamental-rights-and-accountability/
https://www.bghelsinki.org/en/reports/annual-border-monitoring-report-for-2019
https://www.borderviolence.eu/launch-event-the-black-book-of-pushbacks/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/new-report-on-cases-of-torture-of-asylum-seekers-by-croatian-authorities-at-eu-external-borders/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/new-pact-on-migration-policy-analysis/#more-16236
https://www.caritas.eu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/210212_position_Paper_EU_Pact_migration_Caritas_Europa_Final.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/83660?fbclid=IwAR3CjzAEjGGsZTQqZpSt1HOoXDSeLRqi6el0LkwKVfdJ4a8YbRT3hkmoLIQ
https://drc.ngo/our-work/where-we-work/europe/bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/11/new-monitoring-mechanism-at-european-borders-should-ensure-fundamental-rights-and-accountability/
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Communication 

with key 
stakeholder 

Bilateral discussions with key 

stakeholders at national and EU 
levels on this matter 

 

European Council on 

Refugees and Exiles 
(ECRE) 

Press release Turning rhetoric into reality: 
New monitoring mechanism at 
European borders should ensure 
fundamental rights and 
accountability, 10/11/20(link) 

 

DRC, Amnesty International, 

Human Rights Watch, ECRE, 
International Rescue Committee, 
Oxfam International, Refugee 
Rights Europe, Save the 

Children 

Position paper ECRE Comments: on the 
Commission Proposal for a 
Screening Regulation COM 
(2020) 612, 18/12/20 (link) 

 

Position paper ECRE Policy Note: Screening out 
rights? Delays, Detention, Data 
concerns and the EU’s Proposal 
for a Pre-entry Screening 
process, 18/12/20 (link) 

 

European Network of 

National Human 
Rights Institutions 
(ENNHRI) 

Press release - European Parliament 
recognizes NHRIs’ key role in 
monitoring human rights in 
forced returns of migrants, 
9/02/21 (link) 
- Statement regarding the 
proposed INMMs in the Pact on 
Migration and Asylum, including 

10 top key recommendation 
building on the experience and 
expertise of NHRIs in Europe 

(link) 

 

European Network on 
Statelessness 

Position paper Statelessness and the EU Pact 
on 
Asylum and Migration: Analysis 
and 
Recommendations, 01/21 (link) 

 

Communication 

with key 
stakeholders 

Series of meetings with MEPs, 

Perm Reps and Commission 
about the Network’s analysis on 
statelessness and the Pact, incl. 
with regard to monitoring 

mechanisms 

 

Humanitarian Center 
for Integration and 
Tolerance (HCIT) 

Trends analysis Between Closed Borders – Joint 
agency paper on refugees and 
migrants in Serbia in 2019, 2020 
(link) 

CRPS, Humanitarian Center for 
Integration 
and Tolerance (HCIT), UNHCR  

Human Rights Watch Press release Joint letters, included calls in 
press releases 

 

Communication 
with key 
stakeholders 

Advocacy for mechanisms in 
advocacy with EU capitals 

 

ICMC Statement The Pact on Migration and 
Asylum: to provide a fresh start 
and avoid past mistakes, risky 
elements need to be addressed 
and positive aspects need to be 
expanded, 10/20 (link) 

A total of 82 NGOs 

https://drc.ngo/about-us/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/11/new-monitoring-mechanism-at-european-borders-should-ensure-fundamental-rights-and-accountability/
https://www.ecre.org/ecre-comments-on-the-commission-proposal-for-a-screening-regulation-com-2020-612/
https://www.ecre.org/ecre-policy-note-screening-out-rights-delays-detention-data-concerns-and-the-eus-proposal-for-a-pre-entry-screening-process/
http://ennhri.org/news-and-blog/european-parliament-recognises-nhris-key-role-in-monitoring-human-rights-in-forced-returns-of-migrants/
http://ennhri.org/our-work/topics/asylum-and-migration/opinion-on-independent-human-rights-monitoring-mechanisms-at-borders-under-the-eu-pact-on-migration-and-asylum/
https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/default/files/2021-01/ENS-Statelessness_and_the_EU_Pact_on_Asylum_and_Migration-Jan_2021_1.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/83660?fbclid=IwAR3CjzAEjGGsZTQqZpSt1HOoXDSeLRqi6el0LkwKVfdJ4a8YbRT3hkmoLIQ
https://www.icmc.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/201006-icmc-statement-joint-new-eu-pact-not-fresh-start-needed.pdf
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JRS Europe Communication 

with key 
stakeholders 

Close contacts with other 

Brussels-based NGOs (i.e. ECRE, 
DRC) 

 

UNHCR Press release UNHCR warns asylum under 
attack at Europe’s borders, 
urges end to pushbacks and 
violence against refugees, 
28/01/21 (link) 

 

Refugees 
International 

Press release Joint advocacy letters about the 
Pact 
 
 

 

Monitoring 
report 

Country-focused reporting on 
Greece 

 

Save the Children  Position paper Upcoming positioning paper on 

the Pact, including monitoring 
mechanisms 
 

 

Participation to 

Frontex 
Advisory Board 

As a member of Frontex 

Advisory Board, STC, ongoing 
advocacy to strengthen the 
mechanism 

Save the Children 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/1/601121344/unhcr-warns-asylum-under-attack-europes-borders-urges-end-pushbacks-violence.html

