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Mr. president,
Mr. High Commissioner,

The Syrian Arab Republic shares the concerns expressed by the
High Commissioner in his introductory statement that the
number of refugees and internally displaced persons in the
world has reached unprecedented numbers, at a time when the
COVID-19 pandemic continues to present the countries of the
world with the challenges of protecting their citizens from the
epidemic and alleviating its enormous economic and social
consequences.

These developments made it clear that addressing common
challenges requires coordinated efforts that enable developing
countries to have just and equitable access to the vaccine and
provide resources to support their efforts to overcome the
pandemic, never the less, some countries have chosen to move
in the opposite direction and opted for pursuing its egoistic
political interest over humanitarian considerations, and
contributed to decreasing multilateralism and weakening the
role and influence of international organizations in promoting
international cooperation related to their mandates.

Reversing the current course of crises requires addressing their
root causes, especially by stopping the investment in support of
terrorism, and the practice of aggression and occupation against
the unity and territorial integrity of states, and the imposition of
unilateral coercive measures that have constituted basic factors
for many humanitarian crises involving waves of refugees and



internally displaced persons, and respecting international law.
and the Charter of the United Nations.

The pursuit of durable solutions to the refugee problem by
assisting governments to facilitate their voluntary repatriation
is one of the main pillars of the mandate of the High
Commissioner for Refugees. The commitment to provide
support and development assistance to countries of origin, as
emphasized by the Global Compact for Refugees, would
facilitate the implementation of the voluntary return solution as
the most realistic and sustainable solution, and help these
countries to provide favorable conditions for the return of
refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes and to
end the unethical trade by some Countries with their human
suffering for political and financial purposes.

In this context, the Syrian government continues its unremitting
efforts to facilitate the voluntary and dignified return of its
citizens, and works, within its available resources, to secure the
appropriate conditions for their return. To facilitate this, a
package of legislative and executive steps was taken to simplify
and facilitate the procedures for their return, and it organized in
Damascus in 2020 an international conference for the return of
refugees, and a meeting to follow up on the implementation of
its outputs in July 2021.

Despite the political exploitation of humanitarian issues and the
misleading campaigns launched by some countries about the
situation in Syria, Syria's cooperation with friendly countries
has contributed to the return of many of its citizens to their
homeland. Figures issued by the relevant national institutions
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indicate the return of five million internally displaced persons
to their areas of origin and the return of about one million
refugees from the beginning of the crisis until July 2021, and a
decrease in the number of shelters from 618 in 2012 to 139 in
2021.

The provision of flexible financial resources that are not
restricted by political conditions and the expansion of
humanitarian work to include early recovery projects and
rehabilitation of infrastructure and service institutions are
essential requirements to support national efforts in responding
to humanitarian needs and providing favorable conditions for
the return of the displaced to their homes, in cooperation with
the humanitarian agencies of the United Nations, including the
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, in accordance
with the principles established by General Assembly
Resolution. 46/182. In this regard, I commend the High
Commissioner's comments in his introductory statement.

I welcome his visit to Damascus during the current month, and
express our expectation that the wvisit will provide an
opportunity to follow up the dialogue on ways to enhance
cooperation and support the government’s efforts to creat
required conducive environment for the return of Syrians to
their country, and to address the obstacles that contribute to
hindering their return, particularly the unilateral coercive
measures that harm the economic and living conditions of the
Syrian people, and negatively affect various vital sectors.

Thank You.



