
 1

Regional Bureau for Europe  I  May 2022
EUROPE MONTHLY UPDATE

Ukraine Situation: The international armed conflict in Ukraine has led to the largest human displacement crisis in the world 
today. UNHCR continued scaling up operations in Ukraine and neighbouring countries, to strengthen protection mechanisms 
to identify and support the most vulnerable.

Arrivals and displaced populations: Some 4.8 million individual refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe as of 
end May 2022,1  while an estimated 7.1 million people were displaced inside Ukraine2.  In the first five months of 2022, some 
38,000 refugees and migrants arrived in Europe via the Mediterranean and Northwest African maritime routes, a 26 per cent 
increase compared to the same period in 2021.

COVID-19: Authorities in a number of countries further eased COVID-19 movement and travel restrictions in response to 
declining infections rates. Vaccination of persons of concern to UNHCR progressed in several countries.

1. Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation
2. IOM, Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 23 May 2022

Source: UNHCR Global Trends Report 2021 and UNHCR data finder platform.  The map includes Serbia and Kosovo (S/RES/1244 (1999)). The boundaries and names shown, and the 
designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

 Sw
itzerland

UNHCR and Swiss 
Council for 
Refugees co-
organize 8th Swiss 
Asylum Symposium, 
bringing together 
some 350 experts 
from Government 
and civil society

 A
lbania

Some 160 athletes 
participate in 
UNHCR-supported 
‘Tiranathlon’, an 
official distance 
triathlon in Tirana 
on 29 May, 
promoting the 
social inclusion of 
refugees

 A
rm

enia

UNHCR opens Field 
Unit Office in Goris 
with official 
ceremony on 24 
May, followed by 
visits to community-
based NGOs and 
meetings with local 
authorities

 The N
etherlands

House of 
Representatives 
adopts law 
establishing 
Statelessness 
Determination 
Procedure, some 
ten years after 
UNHCR published 
report on 
Statelessness in the 
country calling for 
such a procedure

UKRAINE 
SITUATION 

4,781,022 individual refugees 
from Ukraine were recorded 
across Europe as of end May 
2022, while an estimated 7.1 
million persons were displaced 
inside the country.3

3. IOM, Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 23 May 2022
4. Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation

MEDITERRANEAN AND 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN 

MARITIME ROUTES

38,000 refugees and migrants 
arrived in Europe via the three 
Mediterranean and Northwest 
African maritime routes in the 
first five months of 2022, a 26 
per cent increase compared 
to the same period last year. In 
May 2022, arrivals increased 
by 85 per cent compared to 
April 2022 and by 37 per cent 
compared to May 2021.

SOUTH EASTERN 
EUROPE 

9,040 persons have arrived in 
or transited through the subre-
gion so far in 2022, 13 per cent 
fewer than in the same period 
in 2021. Of these, 3,310 persons 
arrived in or transited through 
the subregion in May, 17 per 
cent more than last month.

TÜRKIYE 
 

Türkiye hosts the world’s 
largest refugee population with 
over 3.7 million Syrians under 
temporary protection and over 
322,000 refugees and asy-
lum-seekers under international 
protection.4 

ARRIVALS AND DISPLACED POPULATIONS: KEY FIGURES AND TRENDS

MONTH IN REVIEW 
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In addition, as of end May, 4.8 million 
individual refugees from Ukraine 
were recorded across Europe and 
an estimated 8 million persons were 
displaced within the country, as a result 
of the war in Ukraine.

Persons of concern in Europe 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R5_final%20ENG%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/62a9d1494/global-trends-report-2021
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=v2Rp1H
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R5_final%20ENG%20%281%29.pdf
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
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 � UKRAINE SITUATION: Since the start of the international armed conflict in Ukraine, 
nearly one-third of Ukrainians have been forced to flee their homes. This is the 
largest human displacement crisis in the world today. Within Ukraine, some 7.1 
million people remain internally displaced by the war.5 As of end May, some 4.8 
million individual refugees from Ukraine were recorded across Europe, and over 
2.9 million refugees had registered for temporary protection or similar national 
protection schemes in Europe.6 Some 7 million border crossings from Ukraine 
have been recorded since 24 February, and authorities reported some 2.2 million 
crossings into the country since 28 February. 

 � As lead of the inter-agency refugee response, UNHCR continued scaling up its 
operations in Ukraine and the neighbouring countries, focusing on strengthening 
protection mechanisms to identify and support the most vulnerable. In May, 
UNHCR expanded its cash assistance programmes in Ukraine, the Republic of 
Moldova, Poland and Romania, and commenced enrolment for its cash assistance 
programme in Slovakia. Jointly with UNICEF, UNHCR rolled-out additional Blue Dot 
safe spaces providing refugees with critical protection information and services, 
with 33 established so far in Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, Moldova, Poland, Romania and 
Slovakia, as of 25 May. 

 � European Union (EU): On 31 May, the European Commission established an EU 
platform to allow EU Member States (MS) to exchange information on beneficiaries 
of temporary protection in real time so that people fleeing Ukraine can effectively 
benefit from their rights in all MS, while addressing instances of multiple registrations 
and possible abuse. The Commission developed this technical solution as part of 
the 10 Point Plan for Stronger European Coordination on Welcoming People fleeing 
from Ukraine agreed at the extraordinary JHA Council on 28 March 2022.

 � Council of Europe (CoE): The CoE’s Special Representative of the Secretary General 
on Migration and Refugees visited Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Poland in May, 
where she met with the authorities, civil society and UNHCR, to explore how the 
CoE can support these countries receiving refugees from Ukraine. On 20 May, the 
CoE’s Committee of Ministers adopted an adjusted Action Plan for Ukraine (2018-
2022) including measures to protect displaced persons, combat violence against 
women and trafficking, protect vulnerable groups including Roma, and prevent 
discrimination.

 � ITALY: Some 8,720 refugees and migrants arrived in Italy in May, 123 per cent 
more than in April,7 placing considerable pressure on disembarkation locations in 
southern Italy and resulting in overcrowding of the Lampedusa hotspot.8 Increased 
arrivals also put Calabria’s ports and reception system under strain. In Lampedusa, 
UN agencies and NGOs advocated with authorities for prompt action to ensure 
adequate conditions and assistance, and in Calabria, UNHCR accompanied a 
Ministry of Interior mission to assess the situation and identify required action and 
support. UNHCR remains present at disembarkation sites in southern Italy, providing 
arrivals with information and supporting the authorities in identifying particularly 
vulnerable persons.

5.  IOM, Ukraine Internal Displacement Report, 23 May 2022
6.  Operational Data Portal for the Ukraine Refugee Situation
7.  UNHCR Europe Situations: Data and Trends – Arrivals and Displaced Populations, May 2022
8.  UNHCR Italy Fact Sheet, May 2022

Some 38,000 
refugees and 
migrants arrived 
in Europe via the 
Mediterranean and 
Northwest African 
maritime routes in 
the first five months 
of 2022, 26 per 
cent more than in 
the same period last 
year.

4.8 million 
individual refugees 
from Ukraine were 
recorded across 
Europe as of end 
May 2022

33 Blue Dots 
established jointly 
by UNHCR and 
UNICEF in Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Italy, 
Moldova, Poland, 
Romania and 
Slovakia as of end 
May

Increased arrivals 
place considerable 
pressure on 
disembarkation 
locations in 
southern Italy

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fhome-affairs%2F10-point-plan-stronger-european-coordination-welcoming-people-fleeing-war-ukraine_en&data=05%7C01%7Csantini%40unhcr.org%7Ce80a5e67eeae4fa44c0508da43ba3636%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637896764286643514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a9h1nKDs1JOtc9Jut4lhWnoF%2FHShFDBn2VkGfyz1Tqg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fhome-affairs%2F10-point-plan-stronger-european-coordination-welcoming-people-fleeing-war-ukraine_en&data=05%7C01%7Csantini%40unhcr.org%7Ce80a5e67eeae4fa44c0508da43ba3636%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637896764286643514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a9h1nKDs1JOtc9Jut4lhWnoF%2FHShFDBn2VkGfyz1Tqg%3D&reserved=0
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a694b6
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a694b6
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/IOM_Gen%20Pop%20Report_R5_final%20ENG%20%281%29.pdf
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94092
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94084
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Albania: In partnership with the Greek Embassy and the 
Municipality of Tirana, UNHCR supported the ‘Tiranathlon’ 
sports event on 29 May. Some 160 athletes participated 
in the triathlon. During the award ceremony, the Mayor 
of Tirana and representatives of the Greek Embassy 
highlighted the importance of social inclusion of refugees 
and thanked UNHCR for the continued partnership. UNHCR 
supported the event with visibility items showcasing the 
#WithRefugees campaign.

Armenia: On 24 May, the UNHCR Representative with the 
UN Resident Coordinator held an official opening of the 
UNHCR Field Unit Office in Goris, Syunik province. The 
Deputy Governor thanked UNHCR for its humanitarian 
response and community support activities to help 
meet the needs of families displaced by the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and their host communities. Following 
the ceremony, the UN-UNHCR delegation visited several 
community-based NGOs implementing UNHCR and UN-
funded integration and development projects, and met 
with local authorities to discuss ongoing joint efforts to 
promote the self-reliance of displaced people and ensure 
their social inclusion.

The Netherlands: The House of Representatives adopted 
the law establishing a Statelessness Determination 
Procedure in the Netherlands on 31 May. The adoption 
came following sustained advocacy by UNHCR, including 
a report on Statelessness in the Netherlands, calling for 
the establishment of such a procedure. At the same time, 
an important amendment to the Nationality Act was also 
adopted, which now makes it possible for undocumented 
stateless children to obtain Dutch Nationality after 
having resided in the Netherlands for five years. UNHCR 
welcomed the development and posted the news on its 
social media channels. 

Switzerland: UNHCR and the Swiss Refugee Council 
co-organized the 8th Swiss Asylum Symposium in Bern 
on 19-20 May, bringing together some 350 experts and 
representatives from Government and civil society. Main 
speakers included Federal Councillor Karin Keller-Sutter, 
State Secretary for Migration Christine Schraner Burgener, 
as well as representatives from UNHCR and the Council 
of Europe. Participants discussed the topic of “Access 
to protection for refugees: Challenges, perspectives, 
solutions”, with a focus on the international armed conflict 
in Ukraine and its potential to lead to a paradigm shift in 
European refugee policy.

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

 � Regional COVID-19 infection rates declined moderately throughout May 2022, dropping further to levels 
last seen in October 2021, with some 197,000 cases detected in the Europe and Central Asia region on 
1 June, according to the World Health Organization. Authorities in a number of countries further eased 
COVID-19 movement and travel restrictions in May in light of the downward trend in infections.

 � Vaccination: Persons of concern to UNHCR are generally included in national vaccination campaigns 
on par with the general population. Vaccination of people in reception centres continued in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Montenegro. Vaccination of persons of concern in private accommodations were also 
reported in Armenia.

 � Quarantine measures upon arrival: Countries registering significant numbers of sea arrivals continued to 
adjust testing and quarantine measures in response to the evolving epidemiological situation. In Italy, while 
quarantine remains mandatory only upon a positive COVID-19 test on arrival or in case of close contact 
with a person who tested positive, new sea arrivals must undergo a five-day “COVID-19 surveillance” 
period. Sea arrivals in Apulia and Calabria observe the surveillance period in onshore facilities, while 
arrivals in Sicily or the islands are routinely transferred to offshore ferries. Following its reopening on 17 
May, the Taranto hotspot has also been used as a facility for the 5-day COVID-19 surveillance. In Spain, a 
five-day COVID-19 quarantine continues to be enforced for new arrivals at reception centres in Ceuta and 
Melilla, even though no national or local regulations require this. The quarantine area does not comply 
with minimum health and safety standards and residents are locked in a room 24/7, causing negative 
psychological effects. UNHCR is advocating at local and national level for elimination of the discriminatory 
and unjustified systematic deprivation of liberty of new arrivals in these centres.

 � Reception conditions: Lack of sufficient reception spaces, overcrowding and inadequate facilities in some 
locations continue to pose challenges. Outbreaks in reception and detention centres remain a concern, 
and typically result in restrictions of movements for some centre residents, with additional cases detected 
in centres in at least two countries in May (Austria and Bosnia and Herzegovina).

COVID-19 SITUATION AND RESPONSE

https://twitter.com/UNHCRAlbania/status/1530914320619606017
https://a1plus.am/hy/article/432626
https://www.unhcr.org/nl/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/UNHCR-Staatloosheid-in-Nederland-NLD.pdf
https://twitter.com/UNHCR_Nederland/status/1531636640740958208?s=20&t=4Au7PIjfKj3M61MVtZ7X5g
https://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/bildungsangebote/angebote-fuer-erwachsene/schweizer-asylsymposium
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwho.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fdashboards%2Fead3c6475654481ca51c248d52ab9c61&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C317a4d7b7e214aeb08a008d9eaea7992%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637799115043675483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fUcNjVOggHANNGxOu14piDw0MePW0zLIRx5prG%2FjIaE%3D&reserved=0


EUROPE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
COUNTRY OFFICE TWITTER HIGHLIGHTS

PRESS RELEASES, STATEMENTS

Press Release: UNHCR and TikTok launch 
campaign in solidarity with refugees from 
Ukraine and beyond [04 MAY]

Press Release: UNHCR: Ukraine, other 
conflicts push forcibly displaced total over 
100 million for first time [23 MAY]

Briefing Note: UNHCR expands operations 
in Poland to reach refugees from Ukraine 
amid rising vulnerabilities [27 MAY]

 LEADER ACCOUNT TWEETS

Gonzalo Vargas Llosa @llosa_gonzalo 
Representative for EU Affairs calls for better 
protection for people fleeing war on Europe 
Day [09 MAY]

Marin Din Kajdomcaj @MarinKajdomcaj 
New cash centre. Over 60,000 refugees 
supported with cash assistance across 
Poland [12 MAY]

Karolina L Billing @KarolinaBilling supports 
with emergency shelter kits in after houses 
destroyed in Makariv [14 MAY] 

Filippo Grandi @FilippoGrandi High 
Commissioner reiterates UNHCR’s concerns 
about the UK-Rwanda deal [19 MAY] 

Francesca Bonelli @FraBonelli Moldovan 
Government, UN and partners launch 
Refugee Response Plan in Moldova  
[27 MAY]

 

TOP NEWS STORIES

Fox News [01 MAY] 
Angelina Jolie makes surprise Ukraine visit, 
meets children

BBC [04 MAY] 
Homes for Ukraine: Housing scheme called 
danger to refugees

ABC News [19 MAY] 
Britain, Rwanda defend asylum-seekers 
plan at UN agencies

Daily Mail [31 MAY] 
Ukraine war boosts Africa’s humanitarian 
emergency: UN official

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/5/62724e4121/unhcr-tiktok-launch-campaign-solidarity-refugees-ukraine-beyond.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/5/628a389e4/unhcr-ukraine-other-conflicts-push-forcibly-displaced-total-100-million.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2022/5/62908c384/unhcr-expands-operations-poland-reach-refugees-ukraine-amid-rising-vulnerabilities.html
https://twitter.com/llosa_gonzalo/status/1523551472964685824
https://twitter.com/MarinKajdomcaj/status/1524663352676569088
https://twitter.com/KarolinaBilling/status/1525545217310568448
https://twitter.com/FilippoGrandi/status/1527320376510140417
https://twitter.com/FraBonelli/status/1530224167194435584
https://www.foxnews.com/world/angelina-jolie-makes-ukraine-visit-meets-children
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-61311046
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/britain-rwanda-defend-asylum-seekers-plan-agencies-84837756
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-10870913/Ukraine-war-boosts-Africas-humanitarian-emergency-UN-official.html
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Requested for UNHCR’s activities in Europe in 2022: 
USD 1.822 billion*

Total contributed or pledged as of 31 May 2022: 
USD 851,320,735

For more information, reports and other resources:

 � UNHCR Europe webpage
 � UNHCR Europe country operations fact sheets
 � Europe pages of UNHCR’s Global Focus webpage
 � UNHCR Ukraine Emergency webpage

Operational data portals:

 � Ukraine Refugee Situation 
 � Mediterranean Situation

Refugees in Iceland pursue education with help from 
student volunteers

When Sayed Khanoghli fled Afghanistan as a teenager 
– after having lived through threats, seen dead bodies 
in the streets and lost several family members – he 
had never heard about the country in the middle of 
the North Atlantic Sea. It was the Icelandic volunteers 
he met during his one year in Greece, that made him 
consider Iceland as a potential safe new home. “I 
come from a small village, where we were very close 
to nature, so I could relate to what they told me about 
Iceland. A small community living in the middle of wild 
nature. It sounded like it could be my second home,” 
says the now 20-year-old Sayed who came to Iceland 
and was recognized as a refugee in 2018.

For more stories and highlights, please subscribe to our 
mailing list, using this link. @ UNHCR/Elisabeth Haslund

STORY SPOTLIGHT

FINANCIAL INFORMATION WHERE TO FIND

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

47%
funded

Funding gap

Unearmarked

Softly earmarked

Earmarked

Tightly earmarked

*This amount includes the revised supplementary appeal issued in April 2022 for 
the Ukraine situation.

http://www.unhcr.org/europe
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D2b77094825%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7Cf31e3ca3e5d347f1b95908da0385dbbe%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637826170704364202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1hN5Se9KJEch0saVFt49GtMwzFSzJM0p1%2BOHrSLE9og%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/search?comid=605b52bb4&cid=49aea93ae2&scid=49aea93a77&tid=49ec6f1727&tags=europefactsheet
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D4bb1d7ea4e%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7Cf31e3ca3e5d347f1b95908da0385dbbe%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637826170704364202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RmysC%2BlgtkG9U5xiomwU4JH4ooe58GFGiaeex8iiuEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unhcr.org/ukraine-emergency.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3D64d955ea34%26e%3Ded3c0531cc&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C0d200c66540c4b907f3508da0e81b4ed%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637838247510648692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CG%2Bs9V5Sd6AjYqsw0DhMgyWZVLEi8N1qaMoDkVbKMVI%3D&reserved=0
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://www.unhcr.org/neu/80191-refugees-in-iceland-pursue-education-with-help-from-student-volunteers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/neu/80191-refugees-in-iceland-pursue-education-with-help-from-student-volunteers.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funhcr.us12.list-manage.com%2Fsubscribe%3Fu%3D32dfed89e178070cc28c63534%26id%3Dfde5434c17&data=04%7C01%7Cponsen%40unhcr.org%7C1c9041c0f80144f3a65c08d9f89feeb0%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637814188068800408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qOMSedY8PWb%2BG6fITYjZLy0pvTtVUYZfTMbDLLKn63E%3D&reserved=0

