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Italy has been a State Party to the 1951 

Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees since 1954. A country office 

was established in 1954. In 2020, it 

became a multi-country office covering 

Italy, the Holy See and San Marino. 

 

 A 52% increase in sea arrivals over the 

last year, coupled with unprecedented 

arrivals from Ukraine and steeping land 

arrivals through South-East Europe, is 

placing great pressure on Italy’s reception 

system, particularly near arrival locations. 

 In July 2022, 270 Afghan nationals 

arrived in Italy through the first 

humanitarian corridors from Iran 

and Pakistan, thanks to an agreement 

signed by Italian authorities, UNHCR, 

civil society and IOM in 2021. 

     
     POPULATION OF CONCERN as of 30 June 2022* 

Refugees 295,506 

Asylum-seekers 58,908 

Stateless persons 3,000 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  HIGHLIGHTS  

41,434 sea arrivals  
disembarked in Italy between 1 January and 31 July 2022, a 

42 per cent increase over the same period last year. Sea 

arrivals predominantly depart from Libya - including 

increasingly from the eastern part of the country. Departures 

also take place from Tunisia, Türkiye and, to a lesser extent, 

Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic, Greece, and Cyprus.  

Recourse to COVID-19 quarantine vessels to isolate sea 

arrivals following disembarkation ceased in June.  

4,384 land arrivals  
crossed the Italy−Slovenia border as of 31 July 2022, 

travelling through South-East Europe, compared to 9,373 

land arrivals in the whole of 2021.  

31,998 sea arrivals assisted  
and informed about asylum procedures by UNHCR staff 

following disembarkation in Italy (as of 31 July 2022).    

Statelessness (as an example) 
Highlight achievements/pledges pledges achieved, 

accessions within the last six months etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
TOP THREE COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN*  
 

  

*Source: UNHCR provisional mid-year 2022 data  

Click here to read UNHCR monthly factsheets and dashboards. 

 

UKRAINE REFUGEE SITUATION RESPONSE 

As of 30 September, 170,646 refugees from Ukraine are 
currently present in Italy.  

157,609 refugees from Ukraine were registered for temporary 
protection in Italy.  

Assistance to new arrivals: UNHCR scaled up its presence 
at the Fernetti and Tarvisio border crossing points, providing 
over 46,400 refugees from Ukraine with information on 
procedures to seek protection in Italy. UNHCR staff also 
support the authorities in identifying vulnerable persons, 
including unaccompanied children, women with young children, 
persons with disabilities and survivors of sexual violence.  

Support to the most vulnerable: Through two Blue Dots 
located at border crossing points, UNHCR and UNICEF, in 
partnerships with ARCI, D.i.RE., Save the Children and Stella 
Polare, provided critical information and services to over 
7,770 refugees in need of specific support. 

Community-based protection: UNHCR organized focus 
group discussions and ran information sessions to specifically 
address the Ukrainian community’s information needs. In 
partnership with Intersos, a Community Outreach Volunteers 
programme was launched to strengthen communication with 
refugee communities, and promote their engagement and 
active participation, with a specific focus on Ukrainian refugees. 

INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIP WILL HELP 
REFUGEES FIND QUALIFIED WORK IN ITALY 

 
 
Assolavoro, the national Association of employment agencies, 
signed a landmark agreement with three trade unions to 
allocate €45 million to promote the inclusion of refugees in the 
workplace, through, inter alia, language courses, vocational 
training, skills assessment. UNHCR helped developing a 
multilingual website providing the starting point for refugees to 
be informed of all opportunities available.  
Click here to read more.  
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Key Priorities  

■ Access to territory: UNHCR work with the authorities to 

ensure that sea arrivals are provided with adequate 

assistance and information. In 2022, UNHCR deployed 

additional staff in Lampedusa to support in identifying 

vulnerable persons among new arrivals and referring them 

to services. In partnership with D.i.RE., UNHCR opened 

two Safe Spaces in Lampedusa and Crotone to provide 

specialized and gender-sensitive information on gender-

based violence, while ensuring early identification of violent 

situations and timely referrals to anti-violence centres. In 

areas of land arrivals, UNHCR staff carry out outreach 

activities, delivering information to new arrivals and 

connecting them with relevant services in Italy.  

■ Integration: In June 2022, a new One-Stop integration 

facility opened in Turin, thanks to a collaboration between 

UNHCR and local institutions. It allows multiple service 

providers to work under one roof in an integrated manner, 

favouring refugees’ access to legal, psychosocial, and 

administrative services to support their integration.  

■ Gender-based violence (GBV): UNHCR stepped up its 

work to prevent and respond to GBV among refugee 

communities, engaging with partners to improve 

identification and access to services for survivors of GBV, 

particularly in reception facilities and informal settlements.  

■ Advocacy: Ahead of the 2022 national elections, UNHCR 

published key recommendations on refugee protection. 

Working with Partners 

■ UNHCR actively collaborates with national authorities 

including the Ministry of Interior, the EUAA and other 

institutions, such as Municipalities and Universities.  

■ In 2022, UNHCR stepped up its “whole-of-society” 

engagement, organizing two joint missions to Moldova and 

Sudan, together with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, media 

partners and the private sector, to address the need for 

comprehensive responses to global refugee crises.  

■ UNHCR works in collaboration with other UN agencies in 

Italy and maintains close contact with civil society 

organizations. As of 15 September 2022, UNHCR partners 

with eighteen NGOs (Fondazione Adecco per le Pari 

Opportunità, ARCI, Carta di Roma, CIDAS, CIAC, D.i.RE., 

Intersos, MEDU, LHIVE, Refugees Welcome Italia, Save 

the Children Italia, Programma Integra, IUC – International 

University College of Turin, Mosaico, Differenza Donna, 

Centro Astalli, CUAMM, ARCIGAY Palermo).  

■ UNHCR works closely with the private sector, promoting 

refugees’ job inclusion and engaging a growing number of 

companies, thanks also to collaboration with AIDP. As of 

2021, 13,000 refugees have accessed employment in 

private companies thanks to UNHCR’s Welcome project.    

■ UNHCR engages with faith-based organizations to promote 

safe arrival pathways. Since 2015, over 3,900 persons 

arrived in Italy through humanitarian corridors. 

Statelessness  

■ Italy acceded to the 1954 Convention relating to the Status 

of Stateless Persons in 1962 and to the 1961 Convention 

on the Reduction of Statelessness in 2015. It also 

established a statelessness determination procedure 

through either administrative (since 1994) or judicial (since 

the 1950s) means. However, very few stateless persons 

have their status formally recognized and pass 

statelessness down to their children (link). 

■ Unrecognized stateless persons, mostly belonging to Roma 

communities originally from former Yugoslavia, often 

marginalized with limited access to rights and services. 

UNHCR Presence in Italy 

Staff:    Offices: 

110 National Staff 1 Multi-Country Office in Rome 

8 International Staff 1 Field Office in Milan 

 Financial information (13 September 2022) 
  

 

UNHCR is grateful for the support from our top government 
donors of unearmarked, softly earmarked and earmarked funding: 

 
Australia | Austria | Belgium | Canada | Denmark | France | 
Germany | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Netherlands | Norway | 
Spain | Sweden | Switzerland | United Kingdom | United 
States of America  
 
As well as for the generous contributions from private 
individuals and the private sector. 

 

 
 

Financial requirements

USD 22 M 

Funded 
40%
8.8 M

Funding
gap
60%
13.2 M

MONTHLY SEA ARRIVALS TO ITALY 

Source: Mediterranean Situation Data Portal 

 

 

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

DecNovOctSepAugJulJunMayAprMarFebJan

2021 2022

https://www.unhcr.org/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2022/09/Raccomandazioni-elezioni-politiche_ENG.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2020/09/Manifesto-dellUniversita-inclusiva_UNHCR.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffondazioneadecco.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akT0YV57WS10PIv4F4efBOGUFfIMb1xqSxaH1k9MYsM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffondazioneadecco.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akT0YV57WS10PIv4F4efBOGUFfIMb1xqSxaH1k9MYsM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arci.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6bhtL6ol80oVWZe1h6dZzLFFqCwW%2BHmxhRnQOoQVWqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cartadiroma.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0RK92VMyCx2jLFw52E9QUoqlG3O89UnAr4Da6L0DHs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cidas.coop%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2B%2Bi%2FHo9vO7kN6Y9X2WL3AlcFy1k1Gw9R%2FPkpIrCFrU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciaconlus.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0cgpTVuQW7qebL2xd5w2ljGlJGG6oKiBRhDfdYi%2F4ow%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.direcontrolaviolenza.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09WFkzuR6vz88Hsv3EoLMGB4WNAZ%2BZkoct0Qg6%2BJBMg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intersos.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sHGXl8yJobrsFrmnlA6yAriOluyZ7lunLOEpqMLzlLg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmediciperidirittiumani.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FeNnfcDOlgzFVPRBvwEr1TkM1D%2Bt1MT1kZV8OppHEFc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FLHIVEDirittiPrevenzione%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SiaKrMY3LsD4LABT16ULejZxL8Qz%2BL%2FviK7d62LZf3k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frefugees-welcome.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GyrxYWiLZ1S15WXULFfJFWrR4Vhw5jFD5rydjl2V%2FzA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethechildren.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YRtIk4psjBBzgobayCPIbxQjwsdoYn4ajGKZqnHCrc8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savethechildren.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654219918421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YRtIk4psjBBzgobayCPIbxQjwsdoYn4ajGKZqnHCrc8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.programmaintegra.it%2Fwp%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=epeHcdlbH6ZHXfFdFAiNbo19B47FQnlCo3shUtmMig4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iuctorino.it%2Fhome%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bbPitJlA7n0G9lT3FaXpbuqseaFgh59CiP1QWtLLMu0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iuctorino.it%2Fhome%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bbPitJlA7n0G9lT3FaXpbuqseaFgh59CiP1QWtLLMu0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmosaicorefugees.org%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2BhYAgtipBIZH8IQqcyeDTPfFxjqmD0m8%2Fk5gGP%2Bowg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.differenzadonna.org%2Fen%2Fhome-en%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wEUZgvueDyDl9fv2K%2FzL35Af0TRbTAktnbuQgRRd3ys%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.centroastalli.it%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J11jOsnf6Bdl7O23S0mHXmVXg4BPN6i2MkH28Ot5oro%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediciconlafrica.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uwLCI7xguYbJnfoKA5VD3HnnsZfh8uGn5Uk9%2BdpJ290%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farcigaypalermo.wordpress.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdolzan%40unhcr.org%7C6ca5b3ee45544fcb157408da94928326%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C637985654220074650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jo4ur92raCp66NsZEaoqgEcJvQnDayIM0FBVr6CoQK0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aidp.it/
https://welcome.unhcr.it/
https://www.unhcr.org/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/97/2021/02/Advocacy-Paper-Statelessness_Italy_ENG_Apr20_def.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean

