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UNHCR works with the government on 

the mixed movements of people, while 

also supporting solutions for the 

displaced and reducing the risk of 

statelessness.  

 UNHCR supports the government in 

strengthening the national asylum 

system and advocates for inclusion and 

local integration of the people in need of 

international protection.  

 Out of 537,937 in 1996, 25,331 

refugees from the former Yugoslavia 

were still in need of a durable 

solution in 2022.  

          UNHCR POPULATION STATISTICS AS OF MID-2022* 

 

Refugees 26,318 

Asylum-seekers 235 

Stateless persons 2,037 

Internally displaced persons 196,066 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Family reunification 

15 refugees from Syria, including women and children, were 

reunited with their families in the Netherlands and Austria in 

2022, through a concerted effort of UNHCR and partners 

Crisis Response and Policy Centre (CRPC), the 

Humanitarian Centre for Integration and Tolerance (HCIT), 

the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the 

Serbian Ministry of Interior and embassies.  

Asylum procedures 

30 asylum applicants were granted international protection 

in 2022, 20 with subsidiary protection and 10 with asylum. 

Since 2008, when Serbia’s Law on Asylum came into effect, 

238 people have been granted international protection.  

New arrivals doubled in 2022  

The government registered 124,127 new arrivals in 2022, 

compared to 60,407 in 2021. 
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Top three countries of origin*  

  

*UNHCR 2022 Mid-Year Statistical Report 

  

UKRAINE REFUGEE SITUATION RESPONSE 

According to data available as of mid-February 2023, 1,228 

refugees from Ukraine were registered for temporary 

protection in Serbia. 

UNHCR and its partners assist refugees with legal 

counselling and legal representation, including on temporary 

protection, employment, and psychosocial, psychological and 

psychiatric assistance. UNHCR also organizes Serbian 

language classes for children and adults.  

UNHCR, in partnership with IKEA supported furnishing of the 

asylum centre in Vranje, which houses some 70 refugees from 

Ukraine, in order to improve the living conditions. 

UNHCR and partners also provide information through a 

dedicated HELP page, which is frequently updated, and have 

distributed some 8,000 copies of the “Information for Ukranian 

Refugees Arriving in Serbia” flyer in Ukrainian, Russian, 

English and Serbian. 

A series of events involving refugee children and adults as 

well as the local community are organised on a weekly basis. 

 
 

 

PROMOTION OF SOCIAL INCLUSION  

Seeking to promote refugee inclusion and integration, UNHCR 

has been engaging with sports organisations. In April 2022, 

UNHCR and its beneficiaries participated in the Belgrade 

Marathon for the fifth time.   

 

www.unhcr.org | Regional Portal | UNHCR Serbia | Twitter | Facebook | srbbe@unhcr.org 
 

 

 

17,334

7,997

767

Croatia

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Ukraine

Refugees

115

20

16

Burundi

Iran

Cuba

Asylum-seekers

https://popdata.unhcr.org/mysr/summary/164/6
https://help.unhcr.org/serbia/#_ga=2.13250229.342392596.1676532168-474221212.1673942038
https://hcit.rs/informacije-za-izbeglice-iz-ukrajine-u-republici-srbiji/
https://hcit.rs/informacije-za-izbeglice-iz-ukrajine-u-republici-srbiji/
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/eur-hq/Shared%20Documents/General/03%20External%20Engagement/03%20Reporting/08%20Bi-annual%20fact%20sheets/Serbia/A%20gift%20to%20the%20Safe%20House%20in%20Vranje%20from%20refugee%20women%20from%20Ukraine
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/southeasterneurope
https://www.unhcr.org/rs/en
https://twitter.com/UNHCRSerbia
https://www.facebook.com/unhcrserbia
https://unhcr365.sharepoint.com/teams/eur-hq/Shared%20Documents/General/03%20External%20Engagement/03%20Reporting/08%20Bi-annual%20fact%20sheets/Serbia/A%20gift%20to%20the%20Safe%20House%20in%20Vranje%20from%20refugee%20women%20from%20Ukraine
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Key Priorities  

■ Access to territory, registration, personal 

documents and services: Activities of UNHCR and 

its partners aim at ensuring that refugees, asylum-

seekers, internally displaced people (IDPs) and 

persons at risk of statelessness benefit from an 

improved and systematically implemented legal 

framework, thus being able to access rights in line 

with international standards. UNHCR ensures that 

people in need of international protection have 

access to territory and asylum procedures as well as 

protection and assistance in safe reception 

conditions.  

■ Fair and fast asylum procedures: UNHCR aims to 

foster the development of the national asylum 

system by working with responsible decision-making 

authorities to increase capacities through training, 

exchanges with other countries, as well as support 

for expedient policy-related and legal measures.  

■ Child protection: UNHCR supports the authorities i 

place unaccompanied children under guardianship, 

receive medical and other care, be accommodated 

adequately and receive education.  

■ Durable solutions and opportunities for 

education and employment: UNHCR provides 

access to education, upskilling, employment and 

financial services for asylum-seekers and refugees, 

as well as inclusion in local communities, and 

durable solutions for the most vulnerable IDPs.  

■ Community Engagement: Inclusion of refugees, 

asylum-seekers, IDPs and persons at risk of 

statelessness in community activities promotes 

inclusion and peaceful coexistence. UNHCR focuses 

on promoting their human capital and on linking them 

with the local communities.  

 

Working with Partners 

■ Following joint efforts by the Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ) and 

UNHCR, the first two refugees in Serbia received 

their “Passport of Competencies”, which supports the 

employability of refugees with little or no formal 

education or employment. 

■ IKEA “Skills for Employment” programme: each 

year, up to 15 refugees are selected for a three-

month internship in IKEA. Since 2021, 21 people 

have participated in the programme. 

■ UNHCR co-produced with the Ministry of Public 

Administration and Local Self-Government a video 

on risks stemming from being statelessness, 

featuring UNHCR High Profile Supporter actress 

Branka Katic.  

■ UNHCR, partner IDEAS and the Swiss 

Development Cooperation jointly developed a 

handbook “Change the Story - Ethical Reporting on 

Refugees and Asylum-Seekers” (version in 

Serbian). 

Statelessness  

■ #IBelong: Over the past decade, Serbia has 

significantly decreased and prevented statelessness, 

by reducing the number of stateless people from 

30,000 in 2010 to 2,000 today. Through Praxis 

support, UNHCR’s partner, 71 people were granted 

Serbian nationality in 2022. 

UNHCR Presence in Serbia 

Staff:    Offices: 

42 National Staff  1 Country Office in Belgrade 

4 International Staff 1 Field Office in Preševo 

 

Financial information (February 2023) 

 

 

UNHCR is grateful for the support from our top government 
donors of unearmarked, softly earmarked and earmarked funding: 

 
Australia | Austria | Belgium | Canada | Denmark | France | 
Germany | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Netherlands | Norway | 
Spain | Sweden | Switzerland | United Kingdom | United 
States of America  
 
As well as for the generous contributions from private individuals 
and the private sector. 

 

  
 

 

Financial requirements

USD 9.6 M 

Funded 
13%
1.2 M

Funding
gap
87%
8.4 M

https://www.unhcr.org/rs/21651-vise-od-zaposljavanja-izgradnja-novog-zivota-i-boljeg-drustva.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstreaming.ninamedia.rs%2Fuploads%2Fdtmp4.php%3Fsrc%3D%2F2022%2F11%2F25%2F8DD01321-5B23-45AF-B5CF-58360FC53345&data=05%7C01%7CDRAGOVIC%40unhcr.org%7C14f94e868ddf49a393e108dad6cc69d8%7Ce5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be%7C0%7C0%7C638058470689443748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T8gq%2BHnlWot%2BiYdqPeFS8ydLBAJny0E3WJiSRonzAb8%3D&reserved=0
https://ideje.rs/promeni-pricu-prirucnik-za-medijsko-izvestavanje-o-izbeglicama/
https://ideje.rs/promeni-pricu-prirucnik-za-medijsko-izvestavanje-o-izbeglicama/

