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Covering Note – 2020 National Call for Expression of Interest
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Syria invites interested non-governmental/non-profit organizations authorized to implement projects with the United Nations Agencies in Syria to express interest to support UNHCR’s 2020 operations in Syria through partnership arrangements. 
Interested organizations intending to respond to this Call for Expression of Interest (CEOI) are requested to submit a Concept Note for programs in Syria (Damascus, Rural Damascus, Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Sweida, Quneitra, Dara’a, Hassakeh, Tartous, Lattakia, Deir-ez-Zour, Raqqa and Idlib) related to protection and assistance to Internally Displaced Persons and Returnees. The CEOI is open to all existing partners and new prospective partners who wish to participate in UNHCR’s operations in 2020 in one or more areas as named above, and participate in achieving common goals and objectives. Based on the clearly defined Concept Notes received and established evaluation criteria, UNHCR will select the best-fit partners for the relevant sector(s) and area(s). Applicant organizations are encouraged to submit multi-sectoral Concept Notes with a geographical focus, partner capacity and expertise allowing. However, Concept Notes centered on one sector will also be considered for review.

All submissions and annexes should be submitted in the English language to the email address specifically created for this exercise: syrdaxoi@unhcr.org. The subject of the email should indicate the following: “Proposal for UNHCR 2020 CEOI – [Name of Organization]”. The closing date for this call is 07 July 2019. Late applications will not be considered.
Objective:
The process of selection of partnerships is in line with UNHCR’s global policy on Selection and Retention of Partners (issued in 2013), to ensure that UNHCR partners with the most suitable organizations in a given operation for the implementation of projects and in order to provide quality protection and assistance to IDPs, returnees and other persons of concern. 
Mandatory Process:
The selection process is conducted according to globally applicable rules with due diligence in an objective, consistent, transparent and timely manner. The process involves the following main steps:

a) Launch of the Call for Expression of Interest by UNHCR’s Syria Office;

b) Submission of Concept Notes by organizations interested in partnering with UNHCR on a given Project;

c) Review by the UNHCR Implementing Partnership Management Committee (IPMC) and submission of its recommendations to the Representative;

d) Final acceptance or rejection by the Representative of the Committee’s recommendations; 

e) Communication to applicant organizations of the outcome of the selection process.
Submission of Concept Notes:
Interested existing or prospective partners must submit a Concept Note and fill the required annexes in response to the CEOI, in line with the provided format. The Concept Note allows the applicant organization to:
· Articulate its objectives in undertaking the Project;
· Briefly describe the implementation approach for realizing the desired outcome of the Project;
· Demonstrate the unique advantage it brings to the partnership for realizing the desired outcome of the Project; and
· Demonstrate its complementarity to UNHCR's capacities and resources for the Project.

As such, the Concept Note should not be a fully developed project proposal. It should be concise, contain clear information and not exceed five pages. Selected partners will participate in the design and detailed budgeting of the Project and in the conclusion of the Partnership Agreement. 
Applicant organizations that have not previously worked with UNHCR and are not yet registered with UNHCR Headquarters are required to submit the Partner Declaration form contained in Annex B with the submission of their Concept Notes. Organizations not yet registered with UNHCR are requested to register in the UNHCR partner portal on https://www.unpartnerportal.org/landing/index.html. 

Overview of timeframe

· Concept Notes to be submitted by interested organizations by 07 July 2019.

· All applicant organizations will receive written notification during the week of 03 September 2019 on their selection/non-selection.

· Selected partners will then have bilateral discussions with relevant UNHCR offices to discuss and submit a fully-fledged Project proposal to enter into a partnership agreement with UNHCR for 2020.
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