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Selected Articles 
 

Article 3  
Use of terms  

For the purposes of this Protocol:  

(a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other 
forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of 
a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the 
purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation 
of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or 
services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;  

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation 
set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the 
means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;  

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for 
the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this 
does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;  

(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.  

 

II. Protection of victims of trafficking in persons  

Article 6  
Assistance to and protection of victims of trafficking in persons  

1. In appropriate cases and to the extent possible under its domestic law, each 
State Party shall protect the privacy and identity of victims of trafficking in 



persons, including, inter alia, by making legal proceedings relating to such 
trafficking confidential.  

2. Each State Party shall ensure that its domestic legal or administrative system 
contains measures that provide to victims of trafficking in persons, in appropriate 
cases:  

(a) Information on relevant court and administrative proceedings;  

(b) Assistance to enable their views and concerns to be presented and considered 
at appropriate stages of criminal proceedings against offenders, in a manner not 
prejudicial to the rights of the defence.  

3. Each State Party shall consider implementing measures to provide for the 
physical, psychological and social recovery of victims of trafficking in persons, 
including, in appropriate cases, in cooperation with non-governmental 
organizations, other relevant organizations and other elements of civil society, 
and, in particular, the provision of:  

(a) Appropriate housing;  

(b) Counselling and information, in particular as regards their legal rights, in a 
language that the victims of trafficking in persons can understand;  

(c) Medical, psychological and material assistance; and  

(d) Employment, educational and training opportunities.  

4. Each State Party shall take into account, in applying the provisions of this 
article, the age, gender and special needs of victims of trafficking in persons, in 
particular the special needs of children, including appropriate housing, education 
and care.  

5. Each State Party shall endeavour to provide for the physical safety of victims of 
trafficking in persons while they are within its territory.  



 
6. Each State Party shall ensure that its domestic legal system contains measures 
that offer victims of trafficking in persons the possibility of obtaining 
compensation for damage suffered.  

 

Article 7  
Status of victims of trafficking in persons in receiving States  

1. In addition to taking measures pursuant to article 6 of this Protocol, each State 
Party shall consider adopting legislative or other appropriate measures that permit 
victims of trafficking in persons to remain in its territory, temporarily or 
permanently, in appropriate cases.  

2. In implementing the provision contained in paragraph 1 of this article, each 
State Party shall give appropriate consideration to humanitarian and 
compassionate factors.  

IV. Final provisions  

Article 14  
Saving clause  

1. Nothing in this Protocol shall affect the rights, obligations and responsibilities 
of States and individuals under international law, including international 
humanitarian law and international human rights law and, in particular, where 
applicable, the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of 
Refugees and the principle of non-refoulement as contained therein.  

2. The measures set forth in this Protocol shall be interpreted and applied in a way 
that is not discriminatory to persons on the ground that they are victims of 
trafficking in persons. The interpretation and application of those measures shall 
be consistent with internationally recognized principles of non-discrimination.  

 

 

 


