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INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

▪ Interpretation is available in all UN languages.

▪ Questions for panellists may be posed through pigeonhole.at/GRF0523

▪ Written statements to be posted online can be sent to hqgcr@unhcr.org.

▪ The presentation and summary of the briefing will be made available online at
https://www.unhcr.org/preparatory-meetings.html.

▪ For any technical issues during the meeting, please contact hqgcr@unhcr.org.



AGENDA

Opening remarks
H.E. Mr. Jürg Lauber, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Switzerland

Ms. Gillian Triggs, Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, UNHCR

Outcomes of the 2022 High Commissioner's Dialogue and 

UNHCR’s strategy on engaging with development actors
Mr. Sajjad Malik, Director, Division of Resilience and Solutions, UNHCR

Global Refugee Forum 2023 – Preparations Update
Mr. Arafat Jamal, Coordinator for the Global Refugee Forum 2023, UNHCR

Global Refugee Forum 2023 – Key Outcomes and Draft Programme
Ms. Perveen Ali, Senior Policy Advisor and Head of the GCR Team, UNHCR

Discussion and interventions

Closing remarks
Ms. Gillian Triggs, Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, UNHCR

H.E. Mr. Jürg Lauber, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Switzerland



Outcomes of the 2022 High Commissioner’s 
Dialogue and UNHCR’s strategy on engaging 

with development actors

Mr. Sajjad Malik, Director, Division of Resilience and Solutions, 
UNHCR



High Commissioner’s Dialogue 
on Protection Challenges:

Development Cooperation



To read the 2022 HC’s Dialogue 
on Protection Challenges 

Outcome Document (EN) and 
Summary Note (EN, FR, ES, AR) 

scan the QR code: 



National 
leadership to 
spearhead 

development 
initiatives

Integrate refugees, IDPs, 
returnees, and stateless 
people in development  
planning with support for 
implementation

Rights-based 
and protection-
sensitive HDP 
coordination

Financing to transition 
from humanitarian to 

development assistance 
in protracted cases

Data and 
evidence 

Collect and analyse
quality data for 
evidence-informed 
responses

Meaningful 
participation

Engage displaced and 
stateless people in HDP 
cooperation, policy, and 

programming

PROPOSED ACTIONS

CROSS-CUTTING

Early 
Action

Improve coverage of 
climate risk analysis and 
access to climate finance for 
adaptation and Loss and 
Damage 

Inclusion

Enhance the development 
and use of tools such as 

the Refugee Policy Review 
Framework and Pledge 

Matching 

Solutions

Scale up area-based 
approaches and build the 
skills of refugees while in 
host countries. Support legal 
and policy reforms to enable 
solutions.

THEMATIC



UNHCR Strategy 
on Engaging with 

Development Actors



UNHCR’s Strategic 
Directions include 8 
focus areas where 
we want to shift 
gear to show 
measurable change 
by 2026



Vision: by 2026, increasing numbers of refugees, IDPs, returnees and stateless people 
are able to enjoy their rights and are socially and economically empowered with the means 

to be self-reliant and contribute to sustainable development



Commitment to Protection and 
Inclusion

1

Equitable Access to Public Services

2

Economic activities and employment 
opportunities

3

Refugees and Internally displaced can 
return

4

GCR OBJ 1 : Additional multi-year financing for humanitarian, 
development, and peace cooperation 

GCR OBJ 2: New support for host country pledges and policies to 
include refugees in national health, social protection, and education 

systems pending a durable solution. 

GCR OBJ 2: New job opportunities, financial products and services, 
and freedom of movement

GCR OBJ 4: Accelerated financial and political support for conditions 
enabling voluntary, sustainable return

STRATEGY OBJECTIVES GRF KEY OUTCOME AREAS



Clear asks to 
development 

actors in 
support of 
host/return 
countries

• Increased number of development partners 
championing protection and solutions 
within their own policies

• Increased dedicated financing and support 
for inclusion of refugees/IDPs/stateless in 
development programming in host/return 
countries

• Effective coordination between 
governments, communities, UNHCR and 
development partners
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Formal preparatory 
meetings 

(pledges, programme) 

2 Feb

17 May

1 Sep

Global Refugee Forum

12 Dec: Advance 
events

13-15 Dec: GRF 
Plenary

Informal briefings 

6 Mar, 7 Jun, 18 Oct: 
GCR initiatives 

17 Nov: Launch of 
GCR indicator report 

GRF Calendar of Preparations

2023

Pledge implementation and development





Zero-Draft Programme



Programme structure

12 December
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Advance side events

13 December

07:00-08:45 Arrival and security control

09:00-13:00 Plenary Session

• Opening of the Forum by the Co-Hosts 
• Statements by the United Nations Secretary-General and the Co-Convenors 
• GCR in Action: Easing the pressure on host countries (multi-stakeholder pledge 

announcements)
13:00-15:00 Lunch 13:30-15:00

Parallel side events 

15:00-18:00 Plenary session 

• Plenary interventions on burden- and responsibility-sharing

15:30-17:00: 
Parallel side events

Evening Nansen ceremony and reception



Programme structure

14 December
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10:00-13:00 Plenary

 GCR in Action: Increasing self-reliance (multi-stakeholder pledge announcements)
 Plenary interventions on burden- and responsibility-sharing, continued

11:00-12:30: 
Parallel side 
events

13:00-15:00 Lunch 13:30-15:00
Parallel spotlight sessions

15:00-18:00 Plenary

 GCR in Action: Expanding access to third-country solutions (multistakeholder 
pledge announcements) 

 Plenary interventions on burden- and responsibility-sharing, continued

16:00-17:30
Parallel side 
events

15 December
08:30-9:30
10:00-13:00 Plenary

 GCR in Action: Supporting conditions for return in safety and dignity 
(multistakeholder pledge announcements) 

 Plenary interventions on burden- and responsibility-sharing, continued

11:00-12:30
Parallel side 
events

13:00-15:00 Lunch 13:30-15:00:
Parallel spotlight sessions

15:00-18:00 Plenary

 Plenary interventions on burden- and responsibility-sharing, continued 
 Conversation with refugees on the outcomes of the GRF and way forward
 Closing of the Global Refugee Forum

15:15-16:45:
Parallel side 
events



Programme and Side Event 
Key Considerations

• Venue and space 

• Side events should be outcome-oriented, focus on pledges, show impact 

linked to key outcomes, and reflect a multistakeholder approach 

• Highlight the GRF cycle: including progress since 2019 (learning), remaining 

gaps (stocktaking) ,and new pledging/matching addressing those gaps

• Showcase diversity and inclusivity across regions and stakeholder groups and 

include forcibly displaced and stateless people


