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Before fleeing Afghanistan to Kazakhstan in the 1990s, Homa was an architect and Abdul Wahab was a philosophy lecturer. While both
recognised refugees, without permanent residency they do not have access to most socio-economic rights and depend on the support from
UNHCR and its partners. At the 2023 Global Refugee Forum, Kazakhstan pledged to provide refugees with equal access to medical care,
employment, education, and social assistance on par with citizens and permanently residing foreigners, which would allow Abdul Wahab and
Homa to contribute to the country's sustainable development. (Photo: UNHCR/ Anzhela Son))

Key figures as of 01 January 2024

20,111* 37,819

Refugees and Asylum-Seekers

in Kazakhstan (753), the Kyrgyz
Republic (1,457), Tajikistan (8,483),

known Stateless people

in Kazakhstan (7,892), the Kyrgyz
Republic (21), Tajikistan (3,827),

Turkmenistan (13) and Uzbekistan (5)*. Turkmenistan (3,583) and Uzbekistan
(22,496).
* Based on government reports in mass media, UNHCR estimates there are 9,400 people in Uzbekistan in a refugee-like
situation.

In 2024, UNHCR requires $10.03 million to protect refugees, asylum-seekers and stateless
people across Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

Unfunded

80%

As of 29 February 2024

unhcr.org/centralasia | reporting.unhcr.org/kazakhstan | twitter.com/UNHCR_Cent_Asia | facebook.com/unhcr.ca
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SUB-REGIONAL

i In December 2023, some 4,200 delegates from 168
countries gathered at the Global Refugee Forum to
address urgent challenges and identify long-term
solutions needed for more than 114 million displaced
people around the world. Held every four years, the
Global Refugee Forum is the largest international
conference on refugee issues. Government
delegations from all five Central Asian countries
participated in the 2023 event. With the support of
UNHCR, 21 pledges were made by government,
academia, and the UN Country Teams of Kazakhstan,
the Kyrgyz Republic and Uzbekistan to improve the
lives of refugees and stateless people.

At a sub-regional level, and linked to the
multistakeholder pledge Protection — Ending
Statelessness, the Central Asia Network on
Statelessness (CANS) pledged to:

- Join the Global Alliance to End Statelessness

- Collaborate with Central Asian governments to
enhance legislation for preventing and reducing
statelessness

- Raise awareness about statelessness in Central
Asia

- Collaborate with Central Asian governments to
improve national registration and documentation
systems

- Collaborate with civil society organizations and
individuals in situations of statelessness

9 At the invitation of Jessup — the world’s largest moot

court competition for law students — on 16 and 17
February, UNHCR served as judges for the Central
Asia contest, with 11 teams from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic and Uzbekistan exercised their debating
skills in a simulation of a fictional dispute between
countries before the International Court of Justice.
This years’ focus was the right to political expression,
emphasizing obligations of States under the 1954
Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons, 1961 Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness, and the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations.

9 With 2024 marking the final year of the global

#IBelong campaign, States, UNHCR and partners are
accelerating efforts to implement earlier and new
pledges to achieve the 10-year goal of ending
statelessness — including access to the Statelessness
Conventions. In 2023, Central Asia helped over
11,000 people acquire or confirm a nationality —
including by adopting laws preventing childhood
statelessness and conducting awareness campaigns
to identify those at risk — reducing statelessness in
the sub-region by almost a quarter.

PEAGE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIDNS

The #1Belong Campaign to End
Statelessness directly links to target 9
of Sustainable Development Goal 16: to
provide legal identity for all, including
birth registration, by 2030.

UNHCR served as judges for the Jessup Central Asia contest, with 11 teams of law students from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic
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