
FOR FOREIGNERS 
SEEKING 

INTERNATIONAL 
PROTECTION 

IN MONTENEGRO IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
MONTENEGRO
Ministry of the Interior





What is international protection?  ..............................................  5

What is the procedure under an application for 
international protection in Montenegro?  ................................  6 

How are applications lodged?  .....................................................  7

What are my rights and duties? ..................................................  8 

Where can I be accommodated?  .............................................. 10 

How is the interview conducted?  ............................................ 11 

What decision can be expected?  ............................................. 12 

What can I expect if I am granted  
protection in Montenegro?  ....................................................... 13 

How can I return home?  ............................................................. 16 

CONTENTS



WELCOME 
 � This information brochure is intended to 

help you in all the stages of the procedure.

 � You cannot expect to find all the answers 
here, but it will be useful.

 � This information brochure contains only 
essential data. For all the additional 
explanations you can refer to the 
Directorate for Asylum, UNHCR and NGO 
Legal Centre.
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I am a child, who 
can I refer to for 
help?

I am a victim of 

trafficking in persons. 

Who can I refer to?

 � The international protection of a foreigner seeking 
international protection includes asylum and sub-
sidiary protection. 

 � Asylum is be granted to a foreigner seeking inter-
national protection, who is outside the country of 
origin and has a well-founded fear of being per-
secuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
belonging to a particular social group or political 
opinion, due to which he is unable or unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of that country.

 � Subsidiary protection is granted to a foreigner 
seeking international protection, who does not 
qualify for asylum, if substantial grounds exist indi-
cating that, if returned to the country of origin, he 
would face a real risk of suffering serious harm, due 
to which he is unable or unwilling to avail himself of 
the protection of that country.
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How can I express my intention to apply for interna-
tional protection?

The intention to apply for international protection is an 
oral or written statement of intention to apply for inter-
national protection in Montenegro. The intention can be 
expressed at a police station located in the place where 
you are, or at the Reception Centre, where your identity 
data will be collected, along with fingerprints of all fin-
gers and a photo, which is your duty as well.

How can I lodge an application for international pro-
tection in Montenegro?

An application for international protection is made to 
the Asylum Directorate, which is how the procedure for 
granting of international protection is initiated, no later 
than 15 days from the day of the expressed intention.

I am at the border and I wish to seek international 
protection in Montenegro?

You may express your intention to apply for international 
protection at a border crossing point, during border con-
trol. If you do not meet the requirements for legal entry 
into Montenegro, you may be detained at the border 
crossing point or in the transit area of an air or sea port, 
where you will be enabled to lodge an application for 
international protection. If it is found that there might be 
grounds for granting international protection, you will be 
allowed to enter Montenegro.

LODGING AN APPLICATION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
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What is the procedure of lodging an application for 
international protection?

An application for international protection is lodged di-
rectly to the Asylum Directorate in a prescribed form, or 
verbally on the record, which marks the commencement 
of the procedure for granting international protection. If 
you are placed in a healthcare institution, you will be giv-
en the opportunity to apply for international protection 
in the healthcare institution in which you are a patient.

Will I receive any documents after lodging an appli-
cation for international protection?

After lodging an application for international protection, 
you will have the status of a foreigner seeking interna-
tional protection, after which you will, within three days, 
be issued a certificate proving that you have applied for 
international protection, serving as a residence permit in 
Montenegro pending a final decision on the application 
for international protection.

LODGING AN APPLICATION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
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What rights do I have in Montenegro?

You will be entitled to:
 � stay in Montenegro;
 � freedom of movement within Montenegro;
 � reception;
 � healthcare;
 � primary and secondary education;
 � information necessary for your stay and legal 

counselling in reference to the procedure upon your 
application for international protection and free 
legal assistance;

 � free legal assistance;
 � work, nine months after lodging the application
 � documents in accordance with this Law;
 � family unity. 

What are my duties in Montenegro?

You will be required to:
 � comply with the Constitution, laws and other 

regulations of Montenegro;
 � cooperate with the state authorities of Montenegro 

and act upon their orders and instructions;
 � provide the information necessary for establishing 

the identity and facilitate the taking of  photographs 
and fingerprints, as well as other checks needed to 
determine identity;

 � undergo a medical examination;
 � comply with the rules of stay and the house rules of 

the Reception Centre;
 � lodge an application for international protection 

within the set timeframe;

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A FOREIGNER SEEKING 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION IN MONTENEGRO 



 � respond to the invitation of the Ministry for a 
personal interview and cooperate in the procedure 
of granting international protection;

 � remain within the territory of Montenegro for the 
duration of the procedure upon the application for 
international protection;

 � notify the Ministry of any change of address within 
three days;

 � comply with the Ministry’s orders and measures on 
restriction of freedom of movement.

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A FOREIGNER SEEKING 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION IN MONTENEGRO 
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Where can I be accommodated?

You will be entitled to reception, i.e. to accommodation 
in the Reception Centre, as well as to a place of resi-
dence of your choice, while being under the obligation to 
notify the Ministry of the place and address of residence 
within three days after choosing or changing your place 
and address of residence.

What does reception mean?

You will be entitled to reception, which includes: accom-
modation in the Reception Centre, food and clothing, 
provision of transportation – if transportation is required 
to participate in the procedure upon the application for 
international protection or enjoyment of other rights, 
as well as financial support. The accommodation, food 
and clothing, public transportation allowance and basic 
hygienic means and mandatory medical examination will 
be provided by the Reception Centre.

Can the right to reception be restricted or can I be 
deprived of this right?

The right to reception may be restricted or denied if you:

 � are not staying in the Reception Centre you have 
been assigned to;

 � leave the Reception Centre for more than 24 hours 
without notification;

 � have the means to afford an adequate standard of 
living; 

 � violate the rules of stay and house rules at the 
Reception Centre.

RECEPTION CENTRE 
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What is an interview?

Upon the application for international protection, the 
Ministry will, as soon as feasible, conduct the examina-
tion procedure and enable you to be interviewed regard-
ing all the facts and circumstances relevant to the proce-
dure for granting international protection in a language 
you understand, with the assistance of an interpreter. 

If this is possible and justified, the procedure upon your 
application for international protection will be conduct-
ed by an authorized official person of the same sex.

What are my duties during an interview?

You are obliged to attend and take part in your interview 
regardless of whether you have a legal representative, a 
guardian and/or an attorney. During the interview, you 
are obliged to present credible and convincing facts and 
reasons on which you have grounded your application 
for international protection and to submit all supporting 
evidence that you have at your disposal or are able to 
obtain, as well as to respond truthfully to all questions 
addressed to you.

How will I be informed about the date and time of 
the interview?

An interview may take place once or several times. For 
each interview, you will receive a written invitation in a 
language you understand, with a date and time of the 
interview. If you do not understand the Montenegrin 
language, you will be entitled to an interpreter.

INTERVIEW
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What decision can I expect under my application for 
international protection?

The Asylum Directorate may:

 � adopt your application and grant you asylum or 
subsidiary protection

 � refuse your application and instruct you to leave 
Montenegro

 � terminate the procedure and instruct you to 
leave Montenegro (you may contact your legal 
representative)

What is the deadline for decision-making?

The decision shall be passed no later than 21 months 
from the day your application for international protec-
tion was made.

What if I am not happy with the decision?

An appeal may be lodged against any decision to the 
Administrative Court, within 15 days of receipt of the 
decision, for which you need to contact your legal rep-
resentative.

DECISION
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What can I expect if I am granted protection in Mon-
tenegro?

If you are granted protection in Montenegro, the Minis-
try of the Interior will issue an appropriate personal and 
travel document to you. You can refer to the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Welfare for other rights.

PROTECTION
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What rights will I have if I am granted protection in 
Montenegro?

If you are granted protection in Montenegro, you will 
be entitled to:

 � stay in Montenegro;
 � accommodation and financial support;
 � work;
 � healthcare;
 � education;
 � free legal assistance;
 � social protection;
 � family reunification;
 � assistance with integration into society;
 � sign up for courses in the Montenegrin language, 

history and culture; 
 � property; 
 � documents in accordance with this law; 
 � acquisition of Montenegrin nationality.

And what would be my duties?

If you are granted protection in Montenegro, you will 
be required to:

 � observe the Constitution, laws and other regulations 
of Montenegro;

 � report the address where you are staying, within 15 
days of receipt of the decision granting international 
protection;

 �  have your personal ID on you and produce it for 
inspection to the authorized persons.

PROTECTION
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How can I return home? 

You can initiate voluntary return home at any stage of 
return.

If your application is refused, you can also initiate volun-
tary return home.

If you do not, you will be forced to leave, in accordance 
with the Law on Foreigners.

RETURN



INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION IN PICTURES

LODGING AN APPLICATION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

RIGHTS AND DUTIES
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What contact information can be useful in Monte-
negro?

Name of Institution Address Telephone

DIRECTORATE FOR 
ASYLUM

Jovana Tomaševića bb, 
Podgorica (building 
Limenka)

020 247 218

ADMINISTRATIVE 
COURT

Bul. Sv. Petra Cetinjskog 
130, Kula-Poslovni 
centar NCO, Podgorica

020 219 481

DIRECTORATE FOR THE 
CARE OF REFUGEES – 
assistance coordination

Jovana Tomaševića 6, 
Podgorica 020 241 071

UNHCR Stanka Dragojevića bb, 
Podgorica 020 447 400

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(Red Cross / UNHCR) Grbe bb, Spuž 069 132 488

NGO LEGAL CENTRE – 
free legal aid Balšića 4/1, Podgorica 069 388 965

069 388 237 

POLICE - Telephone: 122
FIRE SERVICE  - Telephone: 123
AMBULANCE - Telephone: 124

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
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