Finding durable solutions

One of the principal goals of international pro-
tection is the realization of durable solutions
for refugees. Yet, millions of refugees around the
world are stranded in long-standing situations of
exile with no foreseeable end to their plight. In the
absence of durable solutions, refugees face a host
of protection concerns, many of which manifest
themselves in camp settings. The search for durable
solutions therefore constitutes an important
element of UNHCR's efforts to provide interna-
tional protection to refugees and other persons of
concern.

In 2002, UNHCR launched a process of Global
Consultations on International Protection, which
gave particular attention to improving the tools of
protection. The intention was to foster a more
reliable and effective international response and
ensure greater equity in the sharing of respon-
sibilities and burdens. The resulting Agenda for
Protection made the search for comprehensive
durable solutions an important element of its
programme of action, and called for the

development of new arrangements and tools. It
recognizes that the key to achieving durable solu-
tions lies in the cooperation among countries of
origin, host States, UNHCR and its partners as well
as refugees and their host communities. Initia-
tives such as “Convention Plus” and the Frame-
work for Durable Solutions for Refugees and Persons of
Concern were developed as a result.

Countries hosting large refugee populations are
frequently amongst the least developed in the
world and refugees fleeing to these countries
often find themselves living in remote, neglected
areas where high levels of poverty prevail. In addi-
tion, although their lives may not be in immediate
danger, refugees may face limitations on their
freedom of movement, employment and, in some
cases, education, stifling their capacity to become
productive members of a society and, conse-
quently, perpetuating poverty. For the host coun-
try, the presence of refugee populations for
protracted periods has a long-term economic and
social impact that, if not adequately addressed,

Somalia: Returnees from Ethiopia arrive at Harrirad village, “Somaliland”. Harrirad had been almost entirely destroyed by the
war, but now, reconstruction of villages and infrastructure is taking place at a rapid pace. UNHCR / B. Heger
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