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WHY THE SURVEY?

 To assess public perception of refugees and 
migrants in Cyprus.

 To better understand the concerns the public may 
have in receiving and integrating refugees. 

 Based on the findings of the survey, to develop a 
tailored communication strategy to promote and 
facilitate integration as a two-way process.



Methodology
Coverage: The study covered a nationally representative sample of Greek Cypriots in the south of the
island and Turkish Cypriots in the north, aged over 18 years, distributed proportionately between
urban and rural areas in all the districts of Cyprus. In total 1,023 people were interviewed.

Data Collection Method: Two methods of data collection were used. In the south, telephone
interviews were conducted, using RAI’s latest technology Call Centre. In the north, personal face-to-
face interviews were carried out by RAI’s associate company, Lipa Consultancy.



THE FINDINGS
The respondents have shown mixed views and concerns. Some of the 
most interesting ones include: 

1. There are too many refugees and migrants living in Cyprus.

2. Refugees need to live in dignity and should be supported in their integration efforts. But they 
should move to other countries and Cyprus should only be for transit purposes.

3. It is difficult to support and integrate refugees and migrants due to the small size of the island 
and the limited resources (especially during times of financial crisis). 

4. Refugees and migrants bring problems: violence, criminality, competition for jobs, disease.

5. Access to Cypriot citizenship should be restricted in order to protect national identity and 
culture.

6. When recruiting workforce, most would give preference to Cypriots and other EU nationals.

7. Overall, there is currently some 20% of the Cypriot population that is favourably predisposed 
towards refugees and migrants. This percentage appears to be higher among people who 
have lived abroad and also among males.



Do you think there are too many refugees and migrants in Cyprus?
Too many refugees

83%

17%

Too many migrants

Facts and Figures

Refugees & Subsidiary 
Protection: 5,940
Asylum-seekers: 2,377

(Source: Ministry of Interior July 2015) 

Migrants EU: 106,270
Migrants non-EU: 64,113
Cypriots: 667,398 

(Source: Statistical Service, Republic of Cyprus, July 2012)For a significant number of 
respondents, there was no 

difference between refugees 
and migrants

Yes too 
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63%

Not too 
many
34%

No answer
3%

Greek Cypriots

Yes too 
many
46%

Not too 
many
46%

No answer
8%

Turkish Cypriots



What do refugees need?

46 % of all respondents believe that refugees just wish to live on welfare

87%
84%

79%

41%
36%

22%

To live in dignity in a new country To be able to stand on their own feet They need understanding and empathy

Greek Cypriots Turkish Cypriots



Do refugees need support to integrate in Cyprus?

Can they cope in Cyprus?

60%

20% 19%

50%

7%

35%

Refugees need special
programmes

Refugees are already
getting enough State

assistance

Special programmes are
not required for

integration

Greek Cypriots

Turkish Cypriots

57%

41%

63%

26%

Refugees are having a difficult time due to the
economic crisis

 Refugees are capable of looking after
themselves



Do refugees and migrants  contribute to their host society?

However, 

Greek 
Cypriots

56%

Turkish 
Cypriots

44%

Yes, they do

Only 16% of Turkish Cypriots and 15% of Greek Cypriots 
believe refugees should remain in Cyprus.

34%

39%

57%

25%

Rich countries should host them

Refugees should go back to their countries

Greek Cypriots

Turkish Cypriots



Will you hire a refugee or migrant if you are an employer? 

Around 50% of the respondents say that 
refugees and migrants should be treated equally 
with Cypriots when they look out for work.

Also, around 50% of the respondents say that if 

they were an employer they would prefer to hire 
a Cypriot or other EU citizen than a refugee or 
migrant.



What is your biggest concern regarding refugees and migrants 
coming to Cyprus?

Cyprus is too small
to host refugees

and migrants

They bring
criminality and

violence

They change our
demography

They take jobs from
Cypriots

Health concens No concerns; we
are all human

beings

55%

46%

31%
35%

32%

11%

77%

65%
63%

57%

50%

10%

Turkish Cypriots

Greek Cypriots



Access to nationality

Around 70% of 
the 

respondents 
are against 

naturalisation 
because:

This will affect the country's demography
Citizenship is not relevant to the integration

of refugees

Greek Cypriots 64% 28%

Turkish Cypriots 54% 41%

18% of Greek Cypriots and 9% of Turkish Cypriots think 
the waiting period for citizenship should be increased to 10-15 years.



Knowing refugees and migrants
Have you had interactions with refugees and/or migrants?

Yes
37%

No
63%

Greek Cypriots

Yes
14%

No
86%

Turkish Cypriots

Have you ever visited a refugee at home or invited over?

Interested in having refugee friends?

52%

62%

47%

30%

Turkish Cypriots

Greek Cypriots

No Yes

Would you volunteer to work in a refugee camp? 

18%

49%

33%

19%

51%

30%

I didn't think about it

No

Yes

Turkish Cypriots

Greek Cypriots

47%

38%

52%

27%

Yes No

Greek Cypriots

Turkish Cypriots



Do you know UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency?

Local media is the source of  
information regarding refugees 
for most. UNHCR is the source 
of information for 12% of the 

respondents.

Majority of Greek Cypriots believe 
that the UN is doing enough to help 
refugees. 46% of the respondents in 

the north did not know and 12% 
agreed that the UN is doing enough.

Turkish Cypriot

Greek Cypriot


